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Ax TRI County. (10) 


H ON. Hercules Rowley. 
Right Hon. John O'Neill. 


Borough of Antrirh, 


Hon. William John Skeffington. | 
Hon, Chicheſter Skeffington. 


Borough of Belfaſt. 
Hon. Henry Skeftington, 
Hon. Joie; Hewit. 
Borcugbh of Liſburne, 
William Sharman, Eſq; 
William Todd Jones, Eſq; 
Berongh of Randalſt;wn, 
Michael smith, Eſq; 
Johr Dunn, Eſq; 
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AR MAOGH CeunTY. (6) 


Right Hon. William Brown- 
low. 
William Richardſon, of Rich- 
hill, Eſq; 
Bormpgh of Armagh. 
Henry Meredyth, Eſq; 
George Rawſon, Eſq; 


Boreug ho, Cbarlemont. 
Sir Anneſſey Stewart, Bert. 
Right Hon. Henry Grattan. 


CARRICRFERRGUuSs CounTY 


and Town, (z.) 


Conway Richard Dobbs, Eq 
Ezekiel Davys Wilſon, Eſq; 
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CaTHErRLOGH CounTyY, (6) 


William Burton, Eſa; 
Sir Richard Butler, Bart. 
Bermeh of Catherlegb. 


Sir John Browne, Bart, 
Charles Deſvoeux, Eſa; 


Borough of Old Leighlin, 
Hon. Henry-Lawes Luttrell, 
commonly called Lord Lut- 


trell. 
Hen. Arthur Acheſon, 


Cavax Cour. (6) 


George Montgomery, Eſq; 
Charles Stewart, Etq; 


Berougb of Belturbet, 
Sir Skeftngton Smyth, Bart. 
Right Hon, David Latoucke, 


Burough of Cavan 
Thomas Netbitt, Eiq; 
Right Hon. Henry Theophilus 
Clements. 


CrARE Coux r (4) 


Sir Hugh Dillon Maſſey, Bart. 
Edward Fitzgerald, Etq; 


Rorengh of Ennis, 
Steuart Weldon, Eiqz 
John Thomas Foitecr, Eſq 


Coxx County. (26) 


James Bernard, Eſq; 
Hon. Robert King, commonly 
called Lord Kingſborough. 


Berough of Baltimore. 
Hon. Arthur Gore, commonly 
called Lord Sudley. 
Richard Longfield, Eſq; 


Borough of Bauden-bridge. 
Francis Bernard, Eſq; 
Lodge Morres, Etq; 
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Bernugh of Cofilemartyr. 
3 Bennett, Eſq; 
roderick Chinnery, Eſq; 


Borough of Charleville, 
Rogerſon Cotter, Eſq; 
Richard St. George, Eſq; 

Borough of Cloghnikilty, 
Thomas Adderly, Eſqz 
Charles O' Neil, Eſq; 

City of Cork. 
Right Hon. John Hely Hut- 
chinſon. 

Auguſtus Warren, Eſq; 


Borough of Daneraile. 

Hon. Hayes Sentleger. 
James Chatterton, Eiq; 

Ten of Kinſale. 
James Kearney, Etqz 
Cromwell Price, Eſq; 

Tun of Mallow. 
Denham Jephſon, Eſq; 
Sir James Laurence Cotter, 

Bart. 


Berongh of Middleton. 
Thomas Pigott, Eſq; 

Arthur Dawſon, Eſq; * 
—_ of Rathcermuck., 
Charles Francis Sheridan, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Thomas Orde. 

Toro 4 Yeaughal. 
Robert Uniacke, Eiq; 
James Uniacke, Eta; 


Do Nx EGAL County. (12) 
Alexander Montgomery, Eſq; 
Henry Vaughan Brooke, Eſq; 

Briraugh of Bullyſbannon. 
William Ogilvie, Eſq; 
Sir Michael Cromie, Bart, 


Borough of Donegal. 
Henry Hatton, Elq; 


| Sir John Freke, Barc. 


Boreughb of Killybeggs. 
Rt. Hon. William Conyngham. 
William Colville, Eſqz 


Bormgh of Li ferd. 
Hon. Abraham Creighton, 
Sir Nicholas Lawlels, Bart, 


Boraugb of St. Tobnſtsun. 
Hon. Robert Howard. 
Hon. William Forward. 


Down CouN rv. (14) 


Hon. Arthur Hill, commonly 
called Lord Viſcount Kil- 
warlin, 


Hon. Edward Ward, 


Borough of Bangor. 
Edward Hunt, Eſq; 
Richard Magenis, Eſq; 


Borough of Downpatrich, 
Clotworthy Rowley, Eſq; 


Andrew Caldwell, Eſq; 


Borough of Hillſborough, 
William Montgomery, Eſq; 
James Bailie, Eſq; 

Borough of Killyleagb. 
Sir John Blackwood, Batt. 
Robert Blackwood, EIꝗ; 


Borough of Newry. 
Robert Roſs, Efq; 
Itaaz Corry, Eſqz 
Boreugh of Newtown, 
Right Hon. John Ponſonby. 
vir William Evans Ryves Mor- 
res, Bart. 


Drocuta County and 
Town. (2) 
Henry Meade Ogle, Eſq; 
John Forbes, Etq; 
DuBLin CeunTy. (10) 


Right Hon. Luke Gardiner. 
Sir Edward Newenbham, Knt, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, 1 


City of Dublin, 
Travers Hartley, Eſq; 
Nathaniel Warren, Eſq; 


Univerſity of Dublin. 
Laurence Partons, Eſq; 
Arthur Browne, Eſq; 


Brough of Newcaflle. 
John Latouche, Etqz 
Thomas Whaley, E1q; 

Bermgh of Swords. 


Charles Cobbe, Eſqz 
John Hatch, Eſq; 


FexMANnacu County. (4) 


Mervyn Archdall, Eſq; 

Hon. Arthur Cole Hamilton, 
Borough of Enniſkillen. 

John Mc. Clintock, Eſq; 


James Stewart, of Fort-Stewart, 
Eſq; 


GaLway County. (8) 


Right Hon. Dennis Daly. 
William Power Keating Trench, 
Eſq; : 


| Town of Athenry, 
John Blakeney, Eſq; 
Theophilus Blakeney, Eſq; 
Town of Galway. 
Dennis Bowes Daly, Eſq; 
Anthony Daly, Efq; 
Borough of Tuam. 
Robert Day, Eſq; 
Right Hon. Sir Lucius O'Brien, 
Barc. 
Kerry County. (8) 


Sir Barry Denny, Bart. 

Richard TownſendHerbert, Eſq; 
Brough of Ardfert. , 

Sir Frederick Flood, Bart, 


| John Tydd, Eſq; 
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Perongh of Dingle - Icauch. 
Richard Boyle Townſend, Eſq; 
John Townſend, Eſq; 


Brrough of Tralee. 
William Godirey, Eſq; 
James Carrique Ponſonby, Eſq; 


KILDARE CounTy. (10) 


Right Hon, Lerd Charles Fitz- 
erald, 


John Wolfe, Eſq; 
Berough of Athy, 


Right Hon, Lord Edward Fitz- 
gerald, 

Thomas Burgh, Eſq; Accoun- 
tant-General. 


Berough of Harriſtovun. 
Sir Fitzgerald Aylmer, Bart. 
Thomas Burgh, of Oldtown, 
Eſq; 
B:rough of Kildare. 
Right Hon. Lord Henry Fitz- 
gerald, 
Simon Digby, Eſq; 


Borough of Naas. 
Hon. John Bourke, commonly 
called Lord Naas, 
Hugh Carleton, Eſq; 


Kilkenny Cou Nr. (16) 


Right Hon, William Brabazon 


rYonſonby, 

Hon. Henry Welbore Agar, Eſq; 
Brough of Callan, 

George Agar, Eſqz + 

John Bourke O'Flaherty, Eſq; 

Borough of St. Canice, alias 
iri/btewn, 
Hon, Richard Anneſſe y, 
Right Hon, John Monck Maſon. 


Bercngb of Inniſlicge. 


George Ponſonby, Eſq; 
John Uſher, Eſq; 


Sir William Parſons, Bart. 
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Bereugh of Gowran- 


George Dunbar, Eſq; 
George Burdett, Eſqz 


City of Kilkenny, 
Hon, William Cuffe, 
John Butler, Eſq; 


Hereugb of Nnectepber. 
Sir Hercules Langriſhe, Bart. 
Robert Langriſhe, Eſq; 
Berong hb ef Thomaſlown. 
George Roth, Eſq; 
Patrick Welch, Eſq; 
George Bunbury, Eſq; in the 
Room of the ſaid George 
Roth, deceaſed. Sworn 2d 
March, 1786. 


Kine's CounTy, (6) 


John Lloyd, Eſq; 
Brough of Banagber. 

Peter Holmes, Eſqz | 
Edward Bellingham Swan, Eſq; 
Borough of Philipflown. 

John Toler, Eſq; 
Henry Cope, Eſq; 
Leirxim County. (6) 


Peter Latouche, Eſq; 
John Gore, Eſq; 

Boreugh f Carrick, 
Right Hon. 'Thomas Pelham, 
Edward King, Efq; 


Boreugh of Jameſtoaun. 
Sir Francis Hutchinſon, Bart. 
Henry Bruen, Eſq; 


Limerick CounTy. ($) 


Hon. Hugh Maſſey, 


Sir Henry Hartſtonge, Bart. 
Berough of 4ſheyton, 


Sir Joſeph Hoare, Bart. 
| Richard Griffith, Eſq;, 
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Borough of Kilmalhck, 


Right Hon. John Fitzgibbon, 
John Armſtrong, Eſqz 


City of Limerick, 

Right Hon, Edmund Sexten 
Pery, 

John Prendergaſt Smyth, Eſq; 

Edmund Henry Pery, Eſq; in 
the Room of the Right Hon. 
Edmund Sexten Pery, now 
Lord Viſcount Pery. Sworn 
6th February, 1780. 


Loxnponpterry Co. (8) 
Right Hon. Thomas Conolly, 


Right Hen, Edward Cary. 


Borcugh of Colerai ne. 
Right Hon. Richard Jackſon, 
Arthur Wolfe, Eſq; 


City of Londonderry. 
Sir Hugh Hill, Bart. 
James Alexander, Eſq; 


Borough of Newtown Limavady. 
John Staples, Eſq; 
John Richardſon, Eſq; 

Lox ORD Cour. (10) 
Laurence Harman Harman, Eſq; 
Henry Gore, Eſq; 

Borough of Granard. 
Robert Jephſon, Eſq; 
George William Molyneux, 

Etqz 
Borough of Laneſberough, 

Robert Dillon, Eſq; 
Cornelius Bolton, Eſq; 
Hon. Thomas Pakenham, 
Henry Stewart, Eſq; 


Borough of St. Jobuſteaun. 


Sir Thomas Fetherſton, Bart. 


Nicholas Colthurſt, Eſq; 
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Loutax County. (10) 


Right Hon. John Foſter, Spea- 
ker of the Hon. Houſe of 
Commons. 

Thomas James Forteſcue, Eſq; 

Berough of Ardee. 

Charles Ruxton, Eſq; 

William Ruxton, Eſq; 

Boreugh of Carlingford. 

82 Sir John Blaquiere, 
K 


| Thomas Coghlan, Eſc; 


Beruugh of Dundalk, 

Hon. Robert Jocelyn, common» 
ly called Lord focelyn. 

Hon. George Jocelyn. 


Bereugb of Dunleer, 
John William Foſter, Eſq; 
Henry Coddington, Eſq; 
Mayo County. (4) 
Right Hon. James Cuffe, 
Hon. Dennis Browne. 
Borough of Caftlebar. 
Hon. James Browne, 
Thomas Warren, Eſq; 
MeaTu Coux rv. (14) 


| Right Hon. Hercules Langford 
Rowley, 


George Lowther, Eſq; 
Borough of Athbey. 
Hugh Howard, Eſq; 
Thomas Bligh, Etq; 
Bereugh of Duleek, 


Andrew Ram, Eſq; 
Abel Ram, Eſq; 


Borough of Kells: 
Hon. Thoms Taylor, common- 
ly called Lord. Headfort, 
Hon. Hercules Langford Tay- 


| 
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John Preſton, Eſq; 
Joſeph Preſton, Eſqz 
Birough of Ratoath. 
Arthvr Forbes, Eſq; 
John Metge, Eſq; 
Berough of Trim, 
Right Hon. Lieutenant General 


John 2 
Hon, William Weſley Pole. 


 Monacnan County. (4) 


Charles Powell Leſlie, Eſq; 
John Montgomery, Efq; 


Borough of Monaghan. 
Right Hon. Lieutenant General 
Robert Cuninghame, 
Right Hon. Theophilus Jones. 


. Queex's County. (8) 
Rt. Hon. Sir: John Parnell, Bart. 
John Warburton, Eſq; 


Brrough of Ballynakill. 
Sir William Montgomery, Bart. 
John Moore, Eſa; 


Barou2h of Marybormpgh, 
Charles Henry Coote, Eſq; 
Frederick Trench, Eſq; 


Beraugb of Pertarlingten. 
Sir Boyle Roche, Bart. 
Robert Hobart, Eſq; 


RoscouMox Couxrv. (8) 


Arthur French, Eſq; 

Sir Edward Crofton, Bart, 
Brough of Boyle, 

Right Hon. 5 King, 

Robert Boyd, E 


Borough of Roſcommon, 
George Sandford, Eſq; 
Maurice Copinger, Eſq; 

| Borough of Tul. 
William Caulfield, EIq; 
James Fitzgerald, Eſq, 


Hugh Crofton, Eſq; in the 
Room of the ſaid William 
Caulfield, deceaſed. Sworn 
6th March, 1986. 


SLico County. (4) 
Charles O'Hara, Eiq; 
Owen Wynne, Eſq; 
Beronugh of Slige. 
Right Hon. Owen Wynne, - 
Thomas Dawſon, Eſq; 


Trierer CounTyY. (8) 
Henry Prittie, Eſq; 
Daniel Toler, Eſq; - 
City of Caſbell. 
Richard Pennefather, Eſq; 
William Pennefather, Eſqz 


Bercugb of Clonmell. 


Hon. William Moore, 


Stephen Moore, Eſqz 


Borough of Fethard: 
Thomas Barton, Eſq; 
Daniel Gahan, Eſqz 


Tyrone County. (10) 


James Stewart, of Killimoon, 
Eſq; 

Nathaniel Montgomery Moore, 
Eſq; | 


Borough of Augber. 
William Richardfon, Eſq; 


Samuel Hayes, of Drumboe 


Caſtle, Eſqz 
City Clegber. 


Sackville Hamilton, Eſq; 


John Francis Cradock, Eſq; 


Borough of Dungannon. 
Hon. 'Thomas Knox, 
Lorenao Moore, Eq; 


Hon. Henry Pomeroy, 


Sir John Stuart ilton, Bart. 


l 
( 


HOUSE OF 


WartzexFord County. (10) 
Right Hon. John Beresford, 
Sir James May, Bart. 

Borough of Dungarwvan.. 
Marcus Beresford, Eſq; 
Godfrey Green, Eiq; 

Beraugh of Liſmere. 
Right Hon, Sir Henry Caven- 
diſh, Bart. 
Sir Richard Muſgrave, Bart. 


Borough of Tallagb. 
Hugh Cane, Eſq; 
John Hobſon, E1qz 

City of Waterford. 
Henry Alcock, Eſq; _  _ 
Robert Shapland Carew, Eſq; 
WesTMEATH CounTY. (10) 


Hon. Robert Rochfort, 
William Smyth, Eſq; 


Borough of Athlone. 
Sir Richard St. George, Bart. 
William Handcock, Eſq; | 


Berough of Fore. 8 


b | 
Hon. George Frederick Nugent, | 


commonly called Lord Del- 
* ans. Parker Baſbe, Eſa; 
Boreugh of Kilbeggan. 
"lood, Ef, | 
— blos —. Eſq; 
Manor of 'Mullingar. 
Francis Hardy, Eſqz 
John Doyle, Eſqy _ 
Wexrorp CounTY. (18) 
Right Hon. George Ogle, 
Vetey Colclough, Eſq; 
Borough of Banned. 
Henry Loftus, Eſq; 


Nicholas Loftus Tottenham, 
Eſq; De 1 
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Borough of Clæmines. 


nn Tottenham, of Roſs, 
Thomas Loftus, Eſq; 
Borough of Fnniſcorthy. 
Mountifort Longfteld, Eiqz 
Conway Heatly, Eg; 
Borough of Fethard. 
Ponſonby Tottenham, Eſq; 


| Ephraim Carrol, E1q; 
| Boraugo of Nexwborough, alias 
| 
| . 


Gorey. 
Stephen Ram, Eſg; 
Richard Yowell, Eſq; 
» Town of New-Reſe. - 


Charles Tottenham, of Bally- 
curry, Eſq; 


Bermgh of Taghmon, 
Hon. Richard Helv Hutchinſon 


| Robert Stubber, Eſq; 


Tewn of Wexferd. 
Richard Nevill, Eſq; 
Francis Leigh, Eſq; 
Wicklow CounTty. (10) 


Nicholas Weſtby, Eſq; 
Hon. John Stratford. 
» Borongh of Ba/tinglaſs, 

Warden Flood, Eſq; 

Sir John Allen Johnion, Bare. 
Borough of Bleſſing en. 

John Reilly, Eſq; 4 

Sir Richard Johnſton, Bart. 
Borough of Carysfert. 

Sir Thomas Oſborne, Bart. 

John Proby Oſborne, Eſqz 


Borough of Wicklow. 


Edward Tighe, Eſq; 
Samuel Hayes, of Avondale, 


Etqz 
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Chief Clerk, Edward Cooke, Eſq; 
Clerk Aſſiſtant, Benjamin Higgins, Eſq; 
Clerk of the Journals and Papers, James Corry, Eſqz 
Clerk of the Engreſſmentss, Dawſon Ellis, Eſq; 
| | Geo, Frederick Winſtanley, Eſqz 
Commiltee Clerks, 
Jonathan Rogers, Eſq; 
Chief Serjeant at Arms, Dixie Coddington, Eſq; 


Aftant Serjeant at Arms, Thomas L'*Eſtrange, Eſq 
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THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 1786. 


- E Houſe being met, according to the laſt prorogation, 
the following meſſage was brought from his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
tenant by the Gentleman Uther of the Biack Rod : 


«© Mr, Speaker, 
lt is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure, that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 


The Speaker, with the Houſe, went up to attend his Grace, 
and being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houle had at- 
tended the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, where his 
Grace was plcaſed to make the following ſpeech to both Houles 
of Parliament; which the Speaker read to the Houſe, and it was 
afterwards read by the Clerk at the table: 


« My Lords and Gentlemen, 
* It is with great ſatisfaction, that, in obedience-to his Ma- 
jeſty's commands, I meet you again in Parliament. You will, 
Fam perſuaded, give your utmoſt attention to the various objects 
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of public concern which require your conſideration. Your na- 
tural ſolicitude for the welfare of Ireland, and a juſt ſenſe of her 
real intereſts, will dire all your deliberations, and point out to 
yon the line of conduQ which may be moſt conducive to the 
public advantage, and to that laſting connection between the 
fiiter kingdoms, to etiential to the proſperity ot both. 


« (Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 
% have ordered the public accounts and other neceſſary pa- 


pers to be laid before you. The principle which you to wiſely - 


eſtabliſhed, of preventing the accumulation of the national debt, 
will, I bope, appear already to have proved ſucceſsful z and [ 
entertain no doubt that your wiſdom will perſevere in meaſures 
which in their operation promiſe ſuch benefcial effects. His Ma- 
jeſty relies with conhdence upon your grant of ſuch ſupplies as 
are necellary for the public ſervice, and for the honourable” ſup- 
port of his government. 


« VM; Loris and Gentlemen, 

« A ſyſtematic improvement of the police, and a vigorous ex- 
ecution of the laws, are eſſential not only to the due collection of 
the public revenue, but to the ſecurity of private property, and 
indeed to the protection of ſociety. The frequent outrages which 
have been committed in tome parts of the kingdom, will parti- 
cularly call your attention to this important object. 

It is unneceſſary for me to recommend the Proteſtant Char- 
ter- Schools to your protection, or to enumerate the happy effects 
which may be derived from your continued attention to the Linen 
and other ManufaQtures, to the Agriculture, and to the Fiſheries 
of the kingdom, and to ſuch meatures as may animate the induſ- 
try, extend the education, and improve the-morals of the peo- 

le. 

It will ever be my ambition to promote the real intereſts of 
Ireland, and to contribute, by all the means in my power, to- 
wards eſtabliſhing its future proſperity on the ſureſt and molt laſting 
foundation.“ 


Lord JoceLyx aroſe to move an addreſs in anſwer to the 
ſpeech—a licerty which he ſaid he would by no means have taken, 
had not the whole nation been grateful witneſſes of the anxious 
attention with which government had exerted itſelf to promote 
the public intereſt, and the public happineſs; and had not he 
himfelt been defirous to exprets his approbation of the illuſtrious 
nobleman, to whom his Majeſty had committed the charge of this 
kingdom, and who, he hoped, would long be continued in that 
moit important trutt—as from a character fo amiabie and fo ex- 
alted, Ireland had every reaſon to expect a continuation and in- 
cicale of her proſpetity.— He then moved, 
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4 That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to aſ- 
ſure his Majeſty, that we are happy in this opportunity of re- 
newing our moſt fincere profeſſions of reſpect and attachment to 
his roval perion, family and government. That we grattfully 
acknowledge his Majeſty's goodneſs in continuing to us a chief 
governor whoſe public conduct and private virtues have juſtly en- 
deated him to this nation. That we ſhall immediately apply our- 
{elves to the diſpatch of public affairs; and do entreat his Ma- 
jeſty to reſt aſſured, that while our views are directed to the real 
intereſts of Ireland, our foiicitude muſt be equally engaged to 
ſtrengthen the connection and increaſe the proſperity of the ein- 

ire. That we will cheatrfully grant ſuch ſupplies as hall be ne- 
ceſſary for the public fcrvice, and for the honourable ſupport of 
his Majeſty's government; and that we ſbail continue a due atten- 
tion, to the tyſtem adopted in the laſt ſeſſion, of raifing public 
credit, by preventing the accumulation of the national debt. 
That internal ditorucr and violation of the laws, mult ever ex- 
cite the indignation and reſentment of a legiſlative body, whote 
duty is ſimulated by an carneſt dete to give peace and proſpetity 
to the country; and that we ſhall therefore direct our attention 
to the eſtabliſhment ot an improved police, and to the obtaining a 
vigorous execution cf the laus, to effential to the ſecurity of 
public and private property, and to the proteciion of fociety, 
"That we ſhall make the Proteſtant Charter-S-hoo!s, the Linen 
and other Manufactutes, the Agriculture, and the Fimeties of the 
kingdom, the objeQs ot our dcliberations z and apply ourſelves 
to deviſe ſuch meatures as may beſt encourage induſtry, extend 
the education, aud improve the morals of the people. That in 
ſeexing the happineſs cf our country we feel the incentive of his 
Majeſty's gracious example; we experience the bletlings of his 
Majeſiy*s government, and humviy requeſt his Majeſty to accept 
from the hearts of his loyal people, the warm eſtuſions ct their 
conſtant gratitude and faithful duty.“ 


Mr. J. Thomas Fos r ER ſeconded the motion. He ſaid he 
had much plealure in obſerving the rapid progteſs the trade and 
manufactures were daily making in the country, and that he felt 
a grateful fenſe of the attention which government had given 
to cheſe important objects; but, above all, he had pleaſure in be- 
holding the heighth to which public credit had arifen, by the ju- 
a1cious method of preventing the accumulation of debt—a mra- 
lure tor which government deterved the highett approbation, and 
which parliament might with truth aſſure his Majeſty had been 
productive ot the greatelt benefit to the nation. 


Mr. Fr oo. — An addreſs of this importance ought to be well 
conſidered before the Houſe contents to its being” paſſed; and 
though I am as unwilling as any man to bieak the unaniaity of 
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the Houſe, and indeed hope there will be no occaſion for a diviſi- 
on, yet I cannot let this motion for an addrets pats unobſerved. 

The words in the ſpeech from the throne are very moderately 
turned, yet I cannot help confidering that it ſpeaks of ſtrength- 
ening the connection between the ſiſter kingdoms z that it ſtates it 
for the conſideration of this Houſe; but at the ſame time leaves it 
fo much at large, that under it the laſt rejected and reprobated 
Foſtem might be revived. I think therefore, the repretentatives 
of the people ought to ſpeak out. The right honourable mem- 
ber, Vir. Orde] at the cloſe of the laſt ſetſion, appealed to the 
people of Ireland, and they have given him an anſwer— Their 
unanimous voice has rejected the fyſtem of that ſetlion, as be- 
waving every right of their conititution and commerce. I defire 
to know if this anſwer be Gina] ? The wiſdom of our laws has 
fo cloſely connected the two nations, that they ſeek no new bond 
of union, and therefore t king of the connection looks like re- 
viving the exploded ſyſtem. 

The addreis allo pledges the Houſe to equalize the revenue 
of the kingdom to the expences of government, without ſaying 
one word of reducing ſuch as are extravagant, Now, I ain 
a ainſt ſuch a mode, I would not give minifers an unlimited 
letter of credit on the nation, endorſed by this Houſe. I rather 
hoped that ſomething more to the ſatisfaction of the people 
would have been ſaid— that they would be told, their diſtrelics 
frould be alleviated—that their diſapprobation had put an end to 
the ſyſtem introduced laſt ſeſſion. I hoped the right kunouiable 
member would have ſpoken of taking off ſome cf the taxes cf 
Jait ſeſſion. | 

I know the weight of an unanimous addreſs of this Houſe—l 
know if I ſuffer any thing, which J conſider as injurious, to pats 
without animadverſion, that I ſhall hereafter be told, that the 
Houſe by its unanimous addreſs ſtands pledged to it, and there- 
fore J now ſpeak out, that the Houte may not again be harratſed 
with commercial iyttems. 


Right Honourable THOMAS Ox Dr, (Secretary to the Lord 
Lieutenant, )—1 really believe, if 1 can form any opinion of the 
Houft, that had the addrels ſaid a ſyſtem of commerce ſhould be 
brought forward, it would net be Conſidered as harrailing the 
Houie, for | never will believe that the almoſt unanimous ſen- 
timents of the Houle could be ſo ſuddenly altered] can have 
no doubt of antwering the honourable member, but ] will firit 
als h m one queſtion—in what part of the ſpeech or of the ad- 
ercis does he nd that it is intended to bring forward the com- 
mercial ſyſtem? Thie, however, 1 will ſay; that having ſtood 
up in my place, and become reſponſible for government, 1 never 
will reccoe from that conſiſteacy which 1 truſt government has 
hitherio prefered, | 


* 
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The honourable gentleman has propoſed another objection: 
| He ſays we call upon the nation for taxes, and that we pledge 
v parliament to an indefinite vote of credit. I beg the honourable 

= gentleman will take the trouble of reading the addreſs, and he 
will at once fee that there is no ſuch call, that there is no ſuch 
pledge z there is indeed a principle which 1 believe every may 
will approve, of preventing the accumulation of debt ; but there 
is no call to tax the people beyond the neceſſity of the country, 
nor any the leaſt appearance of an intention of extravagance. 
The Houle can judge of the neceffary ſupplies, and I trutt will 
raiſe them in a manner as little burdenſome to the people as. 
poſſible. 


Mr. Fi.000.— The right honourable member ſays that nothing 
in the ſpeech nor in the addreſs can give us any apprehenſion of 
the revival of that ſyſtem we have juſt eſcaped. Now, I deſire 
to know if he means to bring forward that ſyſtem again ? He has 
not {aid he does not. This country has ſpoke out againſt it, but 
government has not ſaid they do not mean to hring it forward 
again z this J deſire may be remembered. I wiſh the ends pro- 
poſed in the ſpeech (which 1s always conſidered as the ſpeech of 
the miniſter) as much as the right honourable gentleman ; but 
what means will be uſed to accompliſh them? I wiſh he would 
1ay he has an idea, and that he would ſtate it, or that he would 
ſay he has not one, If he will not be explicit, the public is 
hood-winked. There is juſt enough ſaid to Icave it in the power 
of miniſters to do what they pleaſe, but not to excite and arouſe 
an oppoſition that might be etfectual. 

In the laſt ſeſſion it was propoſed that Ireland ſhould pay a 
certain ſum for the advantages ſhe was to derive from the com- 
mercial ſyſtem then offered; the {yſtem has ſince been condemn- 
ed, but the taxes then laid on are ſtill to remain. The ſyſtem 
now 18, let the extravagance of government go as far as it will, 
parliament will tax the people to it; inſtead of lowering the ex- 
pences of governmen: to the abilities of the people, the taxes are 
to be equalized to the expences of government. 

I was one of thoſe who never thought that the propoſitions 
were advantageous z and even if they were admiſlible, the 
mode of paying for them was low, bate and ignominous ; but the 
propolitions being now at au end, there can be no pretence in the 
midit of peace tor waſting that treaſure which ought to be the 
ſinew of war, 

I will therefore move you this amendment, after the words 
** honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's government :”—** And 
** that we are happy to have it in our power, as it is our auty,, Io alle- 


** Uiate the burgens of the people. 


Sir JonN PARNELL, Baronet, (Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer) 1aid that he was as anxious as the honouarble gen- 
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tleman could be to alleviate” the burdens of the people, but he 
thought it Ins duty to ſay, chat pledging the Houſe to what it 
might not be able to perform, would be only deceiving the peo- 


ple. He earneſtly wiſhed that any means could be deviſed of 


. lighter.ing the people's burdens. No man, he ſaid, was more 
capable of pointing out ſuch means that the bonourable gentle- 


man ; his aſſiſtance, therefore, he would*elaim when his duty 


"ſhould compel him to propoſe the neceſſat) ſupplies to the Houſe ; 


but in the preſent ſtate of the ſeiſion, without information, or 
any document or account laid before the Houſe, to promiſe the 
people that their taxes ſhould be reduced, would be to promile 
what parliament might not, conſiſtent with its wiſdom” and the 
good of the ſtate, find itſelf able to perform. 

He ſaĩd that there was much ingenuity in the reaſoning of the 
honourable gentleman, yet as it ſeemed to imply that the accu- 
melation of debt was a leis evil to a nation than the impoſition of 
taxes, however judiciouſſy contrived or faithfully applied, he 
muſt diſſent from his opinion, and vote for the addreſs in its ori- 
ginal form. 1 gh 


Mr. Cox. I do not fee in the addrefs any thing which pra- 
w ites the revival of the commercial ſyſtem, [Here Mr. Corry 
pauied, looking ſtedfaſtly on Mr. Orde.] © 


lr. OE, It 1 underſtand the language, certainly there is 


net. 


Mr. Con xv IU thank the right honourable gentlemen for his 
declaration, and recollect that he ſaid he never would deſert his 
conſiſtency of conduct. But 1 cannot, on leoking at his conduct, 
find that conſiſtency. I cannot 4 recolleQing the almoſt una- 
rimous addteſs of this Houſe in a ormer ſe on, recommending 
a commercial ſyſtem to be brought forward. I cannot help tecol- 


lecung that the Lord Lieutenant, at the commencement” of the 


laſt ſelſion, promiſed tuch a ſyſtem in his ſpeech from the 
tarone 3 1 cannot- help recolledting the fate of that ſyſtem in this 


-- Houſe, and that the miniſter very conſtitutionally retired under an 


anpeal to the people. I therefore thought in the addreſs to ha ve 
met with ſomething concerning a commereial (yſtem, as I never 
will take that offer which was made, and rejected, as a perform- 


- ance of the engagement. What! becauſe: a {cheme ſo black, 


that all who beheld it were ſtruck with horror, was propoſed ; 
could that be fliled a performance of promiſe? 

he ſpeech generally goes to give a retroſpeftive view of 
what has been done by government ſince the lait ſeffion, and to 
declare their intentions during the preſent ſeiſion. What does 


the pretent ſpeech ſay? As to the pat, it declares chat with an 


acm) Ct 12,900 men, government has not been able to keep the 
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internal peace of the country, and that as to the future, they will 
not put their hand to any ſyſtem of commerce. 
This, Sir, is a conduct that I never can approve, and therefore 
I give notice, that whether they bring it forward or not, com- 
merce is a ſubject that I will not ſuffer to ſleep, However, | ra- 
ther wiſh the amendment may not be put. 


Mr. FL ooy faid, as to what had been ſaid that he was prema- 
ture, that the public accounts had not been gone into, he 
begged" to know what could have drawn this kingdom into extra- 
ordinary expence ? It was time of profound peace Taxes to the 
amount of 140, oool. had been raiſed laſt year in expectation of be- 
nefits, and in order to enable the kingdom to diſpoſe of part of 
the hereditary revenue for a paiticular purpoſe — That purpoſe was 
not anſwered, thoſe benefits were not obtained z the ſurplus of 
the hereditary revenue was not therefore to be parted with. 
What expences then had this country incurred which could not 
be anſwered by the ordinary revenue ? The additional burden 
of the 140, oool. was not to be applied like that of Great Britain, 
to a ſinking fund. It was ſaid that it was right not to go in debt 
—why to be ſure it was—but then the ſyſtem of policy was re- 
ferred to, and it was right to lee what that was; and what was it? 
Expend without limit, and we will grant without end,— Was this 
policy to be adopted by any private man, to ſpend without li- 
mit? certainly not. But he denied the principle that debt was 
always bad: How did a debt hurt the nation by providing for the 
intereſt ? Now at 5 per cent, 50,0001. and at 4 per cent. 49,000. 
would pay the intereſt of 500,000l, and might it not be eaſier for 
a nation to provide 40 or 50,000!. than to provide at one ſtroke 
the whole ſum of 500, oool.? Now 140,000l. would pay the in- 
tereſt of a million and an half a year, fo that the kingdom is to 
be ſaddled with this enormous ſum, to prevent a debt greater 
than any ſhe ever was able co incur 2 and this is policy, and in 
time of peace too. The honourable gentleman aſked tor his aſ- 
ſiſtance to inveſtigate the accounts; he ſhould have it with all his 
heart, but it was in vain what he or that gentleman could do, if 
they had not the voice of parliament with them, As to a con- 
nection between both kingdoms, he ſaw no ſyſtem neceſſary; the” 
legiſlature of Ireland were competent to make laws, and to lay 
them before the ſovereign for his aſſent. The connection be- 
tween the kingdoms were ſettled by their. anceſtors upon a firm 
baſis, and thank god do not ſtand on any little equivacal ſyſtem 
cf policy. He was againſt negociation between two ſovercigns : 
negociation was tight 3 but between two patliaments it would 
not do, it would never anſwer. | : 
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The queſtion being put on the amendment, it paſſed in the ve- 
gative; after which the reſolution for the addreſs was carried 
without a diviſion. 


The Honourable Dexnxnrs Browne then moved that an 
addrefs be preſented to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant; and a 
committee was appointed to draw up the ſame, 


Mr. H. L. Rowe complained of the general confuſion 
which the act of the laſt ſeſſion, for regiſtering freeholders, had 
_ occaſioned throughout the whole kingdom; every clauſe of that 
act, he ſaid, was fraught with abſurdity and folly, and if it was 
not immediately altered or repealed, it was impoſſible to tell 
what mitichief it might produce; one was, that it would put 
much money in the lawyers puckets ; another, that no man 
rw be able to vote except the regiſtered forty-ſhilling free- 
olders, 


Mr. O'Has a ſaid the right konourable gentleman had in ſome 
degree anticipated his intention. He held in his hand a reſolution 
which he was juſt about to move, that the operat on of the bill 
for regiſtering freeholders ſhould be ſuſpended for a limiced time. 
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Mr. Ga DIN ER faid he was glad the honourable gentleman had 
brought forward ſuch a motion, as he thought the bill in its pre- 
ſent form extremely injudicious and oppteſſive, incapable of be- 
ing carried into execution with any good effect, and requiring 


amendment in every Clauſe. He agreed with Mr. Rowley that it fo 
would entirely deprive the moſt reſpectable part of the landed M 
gentlemen of their elective franchiſe, and throw the whole power th 
into the hands of the regiſtered forty-ſhilling freeholders. pr 
Mr. Gzoxce Poxsoxpy ſaid he thought the general ſcope ch 
and intention of the law was good; but he ſaw ſo many defects is 
in the clauſes, that he, adviſed the honourable member, [Mr. th 
O'Hara] to amend his reſolution, ſo that it ſhould run thus :— bl 


*« Reſolved, that leave be given to bring in a bill to ſuſpend the 


operation of an act paſſed in the laſt ſeilion of parliament, for ho 
regiſtering freeholders, &c, &c. and to explain and amend the * 
lame.“ th 
Mr. O'HARA acquieſced. m 
The Stake acquainted the Houfe he had, during the receſs, M 
iſſued a wartent for the election of a member for the borough of 2 
Taghmen, in the room of Dudley Huſſey, Eſo; deceaſed ; aid be 
for the city of Limerick, in the room of Lord Viſcount Pery. f. 
Several accounts were moved for, the uſual ſtanding orders ce 

agreed to, and then the Houſe adjourned, * | 
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Friday, JaNUARY 20, 1786. 


Lord JocetLYN reported from the committee, appointed to 
draw up an addreſs to his Majeſty, that they had drawn up the 


1 ſollowing addreſs, which he read in his place, and alter delivered 
9 


in at the table. 


4 | The humble AppREss of the KnrGcuTs, Citizens, and 


BuxGesses, in Parliament aſſembled, to the King's Mott 
Excellent MaJjeEsTY. 


« Moſt gracious Severeigny 

c We, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeQs, the 
Commons of Ireland, in Parliament aſſembled, rejoice in this 
opportunity of renewing our moſt ſincere profeſſions of reſpect 
and attachment to your royal perſon, family and government, 

„ We grateſully acknowledge your Majeſty's goodneſs, in 
continuing to us a Chief governor whoſe public conduct and pri- 
vate virtues have juſtly endeared him to this nation. 

We ſhall immediately apply ourſelves to the diſpatch of pub- 
lic affairs z and we entreat your Majeſty to reſt aſſured that while 
our views are intent upon the real intereſts of Ireland, our ſoli- 
citude muſt be equally engaged to ſtrengthen the connection and 
increaſe the proſperity of the empire. 

% We will chearfully grant ſuch ſupplies as ſhall be neceſſary 
for the public ſervice, and for the honourable ſupport of your 
Majeſty's government; and we ſhall continue a due attention to 
the ſyſtem adopted in the laſt ſeſſion, of raifing public credit, by 
preventing an accumulation of the national debt, 

Internal diſorder and violation of the laws muſt ever excite 
the indignation and reſentment of a legiſlative body, whoſe duty 
is ſtimulated by an earneſt deſire to give peace and proſperity to 
the country z we ſhall therefore direct our attention to the eſta- 
bliſhment of an improved police, and to the obtaining a vigorous 
execution of the_laws, ſo eſſential to the ſecurity of public and 
private property, and to the protection of ſoctety, We ſhall 
make the agriculture, manufaQtures and fiſheries of the kingdom 
the objects of our deliberations z and apply ourſelves to devite ſuch 
meaſures as may beſt encourage 7's." and improve the edu- 
cation and morals of the people, | 

In ſceking the happineſs of our country we feel the incentive 
of your Majeſty's gracious example; we experience the bleſlings 
of your government, and humbly requeſt your Majeſty to accept, 
from the hearts of your loyal people, the warm effuſions of their 
conllant gratitude and faithful duty.” 


Mr. O'Hax a objected to that part of the addreſs which related 
© the Lord Lieutenant's public conduct. He ſeid he was ex- 
B 2 
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ceedingly unwilling to oppoſe any thing which might ſeem a com- 


pliment to his Grace: He was willing to pay every reſpeQ to his 


rivate virtues, which no doubt might well entitle him to the af- 
feRtion of this kingdom; nay, perhaps his public virtues might 
deferve our regard, but public conduct ſeemed to allude to his 
meaſures, and in this ſenſe of the word the declaration could nor 
be maintained: His meaſures had diſpleaſed a very reſpectable 
part of that Rouſe, and had diſpleaſed the people at large; and 
therefore he for one would conceive, was he to vote for the ad- 
dreſs, in this manner, that he was paſling a tacit cenſure on him- 
ſeif. Every man who voted againſt the commercial adjuſtment 
muſt feel himſelf in the fame ſituation ; he would therefore pro- 
poſe an amendment, which, in his opinion, would render the 
addreſs leſs exceptionable, and was, that the word c:ndudt ſhould 
be left out; then the paragraph would run thus: I Heſe pub- 
lic and prizate virtues, &c.” This way he would have no objection 
to it, as he was very willing to pay every tribute both to the 
public and private perfection of his Grace, at the ſame time that 
he diſapproved of many of the meaſures of adminiſtration. 


The Honourable Denx1is Browne oppoſed the amendment. 
He ſaid the worthy member who had moved it, had alluded ſole- 
Iy to one particular tranſaction, and that tranſaction necd only be 
conſidered to render the conduct of his Grace worthy the warmeſt 
affection of the people. How did it ſtand ? An addreſs had been 
unanimouſly voted in that Houſe for a commercial arrangement ; 
accordingly much care and judgment was exercifed in forming 
one; and a right honourable gentleman [Mr. Orde] had intro- 
duced propoſitions, which met with a very general approbation 
in parliament, and he would fay, the unanimous conſent of the 
nation. "Theſe propoſitions were ſent over to Great Britain, and 
there they were altered. He did not blame the adminiſtrati- 
on here; no, nor the adminiſtration in Great Britain, for thoſe 
alterations; they were a faction, and to monopoliſts: however 
the right henourable gentleman did not think (even altered as they 
were) that the advantages which might be derived under ther 
ought to be loſt, though they were not altogether as beneficial as 
he wiſhed them to be; and could he have been convinced that any 
commercial advantage whatſoever could compenſate for che ſur- 
render of an atom of conſtitution, he might have agreed with the 
tight honourable gentleman in opinion, He, however, brought in 

a bill, 2 no doubt from what was firſt propoſed; but that 
was no fault of his, he had a majority in favout of the introduc- 
tion of that bill. What did he do next? Did he prets the mea- 
ſure? No; he left it for the conſideration of the people, and 
declared he woul i never bring it forward again, unleſs called upon 
by the people. This was à conduct the met kengurable, aud 
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tach as matt ever .endear the preſent adminiſtration to the king- 


dom. If, therefore, the honourable gentleman. had no other 
ground for moving his amendment, than that one, he thought 
that it was 2 ground, which conſidered, muſt render the conduct 
of the preſent adminiftration worthy the highelt eſteem z and there- 
fore he would vote for the addreſs as it originally ſtood, 


The queſtion being put, the amendment was negatived without 
a div ition, after which the paragraph was agreed to. | 


The next paragraph, relative to granting ſupplies, was read. 


Vfr. FLooD.,—Sir, if gentlemen on the other hde the Elouſe 
take advantage of our pliabiluy to compliment the illuſtrious no- 
bleman who preſides over us, in order to draw forth an approba- 
tion of their meaſures, they lead us into an aukward fituation, 
becauſe they make us now ſcem to diſapprove of a compliment, 
which otherwiſe we might be Willing to pay, by obliging us to 
diſapprove of their meaſures. My honourable friend near me, 
has in the amendment he propoſed, handled the buſineſs with his 
uſual delicacy ; but if, Sir, by approving of his Grace's public 
conduct, I am to be conſidered as appreving of his meaſures, 
never can agree to it; it | did, Sir, I muſt agree to the reſtraints 
laid upon the preſs, greater here than in Great Britain, I muſt 
agree to an unheard-of number of the army crammed into the ca- 
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king (meaning Henry) joined himſelf with Empſom and Dudley, 
bold men, but careleſs of the realm.—Dudley could make a hate- 
ful thing ſeem pleaſing, but Empſom triumphed in the deed done; 
Empſom rejoiced in the evil committed. In the end, they even 
laid by the form of indictment; for at firſt, Sir, the mode was to 
Proceed againſt perſons by indictment, and then by delaying the 
trial, to force them into a compoſition ; but at length, they even 
laid by the form of indictment, and cauſed perſons to be attached, 
and brought before commiſſioners, whereby they proceeded in a 

 Jummary manner, depriving the ſubject of a trial by jury, 

Here, Sir, is the original of thoſe ſort of attachments, and 1 cite 
this in addition to the many authorities which have been already 
mentioned on this ſubject. 

I fay therefore, Sir, all thoſe are meaſures which I cannot 
agree in. But now to the point before us—Here, Sit, is a ſyſtem 
of taxation, not of œconomy-a ſyſtem which muſt be ruinous 
to the nation. I hope, Sir, gentlemen will have the candour to 
believe, that I cannot be vain of appearing ſingular, —Sir, I 
have more intereſt in the welfare of this country, than I can have 
in oppoſing or harraſſing any miniſter. I have alſo the higheſt 
reſpect for a majority of this Houſe, and I would always ſubmit 
my opinion to that majority, if I could be convinced of one 
thing—that is, that the majority —_ thoroughly conſidered 
the matter, and that they | in their ſuffrage without any reſpect 
to party or private intereſt or connections. If I could be con- 
vinced of this, I would readily ſubmit my opinion to the majo- 
Tity ; becauſe I ſhould ſubmit it to the judgment of many wiſer 
men, and of few lefs wiſe than myſelf. But, Sir, as we all 
know there have been majorities, who have acted from intereſt and 
private views, I truſt they will not blame me, if 1 do not al- 
ways ſubſcribe to their determinations. I fay, Sir, that princi - 

le adopted, always to raiſe our revenue to our expence, mult 
be ruinous ta Ireland, as a commercial nation. What has been 
our conſtant complaint ? Our poverty. What has hindered 
wur trade from flouriſhing? Our want of capital; for I think we 
Have at preſent all the rights of trade we can well defire. Then, 
Sir, how can we remedy thoſe evils? Only by lightening the 
burthens of the people. —Qur trade is infant—lI truſt triving, and 
J hope it will not be ſmothered in the cradle. I ſhall not enter 
into abſtract reaſonings upon this ſubject, but I ſhall juſt men- 
tion the arguments made ute of in Great Britain againſt the com- 
mercial adjuſtment—our taxes being fo low, and labour fo cheap. 
Now, Sir, here it is plain the lightneſs of taxation is conſidered 
an advantage to trade. But, Sir, they did not go deep into the 
matter; for Sir, though their taxes are high, and though their 
labour is dear, yet they are the conſequence of the riches of the 
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nation. Our lightneſs of taxation, and the cheanneG of our 


labour, are the conſequences of our poverty; and therefore our 
lizhtneſs of burthen and labour, can be no more advantageous, 
than poverty is preferable to riches. I admit, indeed, if in Great 
Britain taxes were low, and labour cheap there, becauſe the peo- 
ple are rich, it would be a bene:iit. But is it not clear, that in a 
country op refled with poverty, and burthened with taxes, there 
is ſuch a hoſt of evils to encounter, as no nation can potlibly 
bear? But gentlemen ſay aye ; but low ds you know whether 
there is room for rettenchment? Why if I am aſked my opinion, 
] will anſwer I am ſure if we wait until the right honourable 
gentleman (hall promiſe a retrenchment we ſhall have none no, 
Sir, I do not expect it from him; all I ſhall aſk of him is, when 
gentlemen here propoſe a fut and moderate meaſure, that he will 
not ſet his face avant it? — The right honourable gentleman is 
not a native of this country—le has no eſtate in this country; 
in a few days, months, or years, he will leave this kingdom, and 
perhaps never deſire to ſee it again, unleſs ic be to pay a viſic to 
tome of his friends upon his right hand or his leſt. I look 
upon an Engliſh ſecretary here, to be ſomewhat like what Lord 
Waltham ſays of an ambvaſiador—an amballador is a very honeſt 
gentleman, who gocz abroad to lie for the good of his country, — 
Now, Sir, | confider an Engiith tecretary here, to be often ſome- 
what in this fizuation, I do not blame the ambaſſador who lies 
for the good of his country, but I blame the nation who believes 
bim; ſo Ido not blame the ſecretary who does his beſt for his 
country, but I blame the kingdom for confiding in him; I blame 
the dupery on the one hand, more than the knavery, if I may be 
allowed the expreflion, on the other—No, Sir, I do not look to 
him, nur the gentlemen about him, who are natives indeed, to 
be the fource 4 every boon and bleſſing to this country; I dare 
ſay the gentleman would not be much obliged to me it I did not 
do him the jaitice to believe, that he would be as adroit, and ma- 
nage his buſineſs as well, and be as clever as any ſecretary who 
ever fat here,—No, Sir, I all be content if he does not oppoſe 
what is reaſonable— But, Sir, ſee how the matter ſtands ; an ad- 
juſtment was propoſed laſt ſeiſion, which was to bring in great 
advantages indeed I never {aw it in that light, though an ho- 
nourable gentleman has poke very highly of it; well we were 
told it would make us a great nation the depot of the empire— 
Great Britain was to ſiuk before us—we to become her carriers 
and we were to get ſo much by it that we raiſed 140, oool. for the 
very purpoſe of giving away part of the hereditary duties. 

The policy was, we raiicd new duties in order to give away 
part of the old duties—this certainly was bad policy—but at all 
events if we had given away the hereditary revenue, thoſe new 
duties were to make up the defciency. | 
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Now it turns out that we have not got the expected advan« 
tages; we are not to give away any thing: ſurely then, it 
amounts to x demonſtration, that we muſt have ſomething to re- 
trench; but beſides this, there is ſomething highly diſgraceful in 
keeping the price, when the advantages are not to be obtained 
it is to ſwindle as it were with a great nation. And again ſay, 
Sir, that the accumulation of debt is only injurious on account of 
iatere{t ; to raiſe the intereſt on 20,0001, is an injury to the pub- 
lic, but this is in the {ame breath to ſay, that to raiſe 20,000]. at 
once upon the public, is no injury; that is, you ſhall, to avoid 
a bad meaſure, agree to that which is twenty or forty times worſe, 
as being twenty times better. For theſe reaſons I muſt therefore 
move you an amendment, fimilar to that which 1 moved laſt night, 
which is by inſerting after the word grant, the following words:— 
The uſual ſupplies for the ſupport of his Majeſty's government, happy 
that at the ſume time it will be in our power to alleviate the burdens 
of the public, by remitting the new taxes granted laſt ſeſſion, to the 
eftimated amount of 140,000). and founded on the propoſitions of com- 
mercial arrazzemeat—1n the place of the remaining words of the 
paragraph. 

Mr. TXENCRH.— After having with my beſt attention heard the 
ſpeech three times read, I mult declare, that I think there never 
proceeded from the throne one leſs exceptionable. I alſo think a 
paragraph worded with more propriety was never offered in a 
Houfe of Commons, than that againſt which the honourable gen- 
tleman excepis. Nothing can be more advantageous to the peo- 
ple, or more honourable to their repreſentatives, than to pre- 
vent the accumulation of debt. It requires indeed a bold and 
vigorous mind to undertake ſuch a taſk, for *tis with nations as 
with individuals, while they are only called upon for the intereſt 
of debts, and find eaſy means of paying that intereſt, they ſeldom 
have exertion enough to ſtop the accumulation of debt, much leſs 
to undertake the diſcharge of it, until at laſt they are ſunk in 
bankruptcy and ruin. The ſum of 140, oool. ſo much inſiſted 
on by the honourable gentleman, was never connected with any 
tranſaction with England; whatever was to be remitted was to be 
from the ſurplus of the hereditary revenue, not from the taxes of 
laſt year ; and I am convinced that any redundancy which may 
ariſe from theſe taxes, will be faithfully applied to alleviate the 
burdens which bear moſt heavily on the poor. I am againſt hav- 
ing any of them taken off; on the contrary, I think that great 


thanks are due to thoſe who contrived them to fall almoſt wholly 


on the rich—Formerly while every poor labourer was taxed for his 
draught of ale, the luxurious man of fortune might brew what- 
ever quantity he thought proper, for the indulgence of forty ou 
ity idle ſervants, without contributing a ſhilling to the revenug, 
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Now the caſe is altered by the malt tax, and he bears a ſhare of 
the public burdens, proportioned to his fortune. 

' "There is a paragraph in the addreſs which I think of great im- 
portance z it is that which regards the maintenance of internal 


K peace, and the improvempgnt ot the police this is an undertaking 
XÞ highly honourable to the Tegiſ)ative body; the conſequence will 
be, that in ſuppreſſing riot and diforder, you will raiſe the value 


of your lands; for when it is underſtood that people may poſ- 
ſeſs their lands in peace and ſecurity, the value of thoſe lands 
muſt naturally increaſe. 

Upon the whole, I think the addreſs ſo properly drawn, and a 
compliment ſo juſtly due, that I ſhall vote for its original ferm. 


Mr. Fi.00D replied, that his honourable friend was a young 
member, and he was ſure would not long hold out this language. 
Confidence in miniſters was not parliamentary talk; when gen- 
tlemen ſpoke thus, they forſook the cold atmoſphere of parlia- 
ment, and got into the warm climate of an anti-chamber. 

He took a retroſpeGive view of this kingdom, at the end of the 
two laſt wars; the profeſſions of different miniſters ; the decla- 
ration of one, when he aſked for 100,000l. that this nation ſhould 
never run in debt again. Yet laſt ſeſſion 140, oool. more was 
granted, and ſuppoſing he was inclined to place confidence in the 
miniſters, what pledge was there that the ex pences would not next 
year exceed the revenue ? It was wrong to run in debt true 
but it was equally wrong to have expences wichout limit, and 
taxation without end. | | | 


Vir. TxenCcH,—The gentleman has declared that I am a very 
young member—] know it, and for that reaſon I do not often in- 
trude ; but I now riſe to declare over again, that there is no con- 


the navy of the empire if the commercial adjuſtment had proceed- 
ed, and therefore *tis unfair in any gentleman to canfound the Two 
together, and impreſs the public with an opinion, that the 
140,000l. taxes, were granted for the commercial adjuſtment, 
when he well knows they were granted to prevent the accumula- 


tion of national debt, and in no wiſe connected with that ad- 
juſtment. . 


The queſtion was then put on Mr. Flood's amendment, and ne- 
gatived without a diviſion. | FI 


The Honourable DexNn1s Baowne reported from the com- 
mittee, appointed to draw up an addreſs of thanks to his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant, that they had drawn up the following addreſs, 
which he read in his place, and after deliyered in at the table. 


nection between the 140,000], and the ſurplus of the hereditary | 
revenue, which was to have been applied towards the ſapport of 


* 
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The humble Apparss of the Kxtcuts, Cirtizrvs, and 
BuxRGEsSSEsS, in Parliament aiſembled, to his Grace Cuanues, 
Duke of RuT1i,anv, Loxp Litvrexnant GENERAL and 
General Governor of IngeLanD. 


Jay it pleaſe yenr Grace, 

We, his Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal ſubjeRs, the 
Commons of Ireland, ia parliament alſembled, beg leave hum'ly 
to return your Grace our ſincere thanks for your ſpeech from the 
throne, We embiace with alacrity and pleaſure the opportunity 
of repeating our teſtimony of duty and attention to your perſon, 
our high ſenſe of your virtues and abilities, our entire approba- 
tion of your adminiſtration, and our gratitude to his Majeſty for 
continuing your Grace in the government of this ingdom. 

* We ſtall chearfully enter upon the diſpatch of public bufi- 22 
refs, under your Grace's auſpices z and deeply impreſſed with the 
wiſdom and necetlity of a firm connection with Great Britain, tv 
eliential to the proſperity of both kingdoms, we ſhall combine 
our endeavours for the advantage of Ireland, with a jul attention 
to the intereſts of the empire. 

© Tt affords us the higheſt ſatisfaction that our endeavours to 
prevent the accumulation of public debt are likely to prove ſue- 
ceſsful ; we ſhall adhere to a principle ſo neceſſary for the ſup- 
port of national credit, and fo highly advantageous to a commer- 
cial kingdom; and we thall readily grant ſuch ſupplies as may be 
ſufficient for the exigencies of the nation, and for the ſepport and 
dignity of his Majeſty's government, 

«© We feel the utmotit concern and indiznation at the frequent 
ontrages which have been committed in ſome parts of the king- 
dom, and heartily concur with your Grace in the expediency of 
eſtabliching and enforcing a . ſyſtem of police, in order 
to put a ſtop to ſuch diſgracetui proceedings. 

© The proteſtant charter ſchools, the linen and other ma- 
nufaQures, the agriculture and the fiſheries of this kingdom, are 
objects which will always claim our particular attention; and we 
ſhall be ready to adopt ſuch meaſures as may appear likely to en- 
courage a ſpirit cf induſtry, extend the education, and improve 
'the morals of the people, 

« Conſcious as we are of the henefits derived from your 
Grace's adminiſtration, and of the proofs of your attachment to 
the intereſts of this country, we ſhall at all times uſe our utmoſt 
exettions to promote bis Majety*s ſervice, and the eale and ho- 
nour of your Gtace's government.“ 


This addtreſs was agreed to by the Houſe, 


Mr. Os p informed the Houſe, that his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
tenait having been waited upon, to know his Grace's pleaſure 
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when he would be attended by the Houſe with the addreſs to his 
Majeſty and to his Grace, had been pleaſed to appoint to-morrow, 
at half paſt three o' Clock. 


Mr. O'Hara preſented a bill to ſuſpend for a limitted time, 


3 | the operation of an act paſſed laſt ſeſſion of parliament, entitled 
an act for the more effectually regiſteting of freeholders, ſo far 
as the ſame ſhall affect the election of members to ſerve in par- 


liament; which was received and read the firſt time. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 21, 1756, 
The Houſe met, and adiourned for half an hour. 


* 

The Houſe having met again, purſuant to adjournment, the 
Speaker reported that the Houle had attended his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant with the addteſs to his Majeſty, and that his Grace 
was pleaſed to return the following anſwer : 


will forthwith tranſmit this dutiful and loyal addreſs to 
be laid before his Majeſty.” 


The SPEAKER reported alſo, that he had preſented the addreſt 
of thanks to the Lord Lieutenant, for his ſpeech to both houſes 
of parliament, and that his Grace was pleaſed to return the fol- 
lowing anſwer: 


* I return you my cordial thanks for this addreſs, and am 
extremely gratiſed by your teſtimony of perlonal regard, and re- 
peated approbation of my public conduct. 

* I ſhajl ever anxiouſly ſtudy to preſerve your good opinion, 
by employing, on all occaſions, my conſtant exertions for the 
welfare of Irelanc, and by promoting the connected ſtrength and 
protperity of the empire.” 


Mr. Cox x moved, ſeverally, that the proper officers lay be- 
fore the Houſe, an abſtract of the produce of the additional du- 
ties laid laſt ſeilion, up to the 25th of December laſt, ſpecifying 
tlie particular articles, . 


An account of the civil and military penſions, as they ſtood 
the 19th of January, 1786. 

An account of new places and employments, in the year ending 
the 19th of January, 1786. 

The groſs amount of penſions, the firſt of January every year, 
ſince 1726. | 


The ArTorney GeNneraL [Right Honourable. John Fitz- 
gibbon} objected, as he thought it not within the knowledge 
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of any per ſon to ſatisfy the honourable meraber, as many of the 
penſions were granted in truſt. 


Mr. Corry faid he was as well convinced as the right honour- 
able member, that ſome penſions were granted in truitz but that 
could net militate againſt the inveſiigation he wiſbed. The enor- 
mous ſum, which added to the dignity of that liſt, was ſtil! 
conſpicuous, and many of them being granted in truſt could = 


Not obſcure that circumitance. 


The queſtion was put and carried, 


— ——— — 


Moxa v, January 23, 1786. 


A petition of the governors of the foundling-hoſpital and work- 
houſe, was preſented to the Houle and read, ſetting forth, that on 
the 25th of December laſt there were ſupported by that charity three 
Hundred and twenty-eight children of the age of eight years and WM 
upwards,, and at nurſe in the country four tliouſand five hundred 
and fourtcen ; that there was a large debt due tor proviſions, 
clothing, houſe expences, ſalaries, wages, repiirs, materials tor 


manufactures, and — garden; and that there was alto due 
to nurſes in the country the ſum of 8819!. zs. — Ad. amounting 
in the whole to the ſum of- 119101. 1 58, 32d. towards ſatisfaction 


of which the petitioners have no funds, tave the outſtanding | 
arrears of their taxes, to the amount of 60071. 28. 3d. ſo that 
there remains a debt of 590 fl. 138. -d. without any poſſible 
means of diſchacging the tame, except by the aid and benevolence | 


of parliament ; and that the groſs number of perſons ſupported 
this year by the charity amounts to four thoutand nine hundred 
and eighteen; and therefore praying for relief to carry on the 
important purpoſes of that uſeful and extenſive inſtitution, 


Mir. Cat Dp wel moved for leave to bring in a bill to make 


wide and convenient paſſages through the city of Dublin, and | 


for other purpoſes. 


Lord Naas objeRcd to the words tber purpoſe; —words which, 
he ſaid, ſhould never be introduced in the title of any bill. 


The words were ſtruck out, and the bill ordered. 


Sir Jonn BLaquieke reminded the Houſe of an order made 
in the laſt ſeſſion, that a report of the eſtimated expence of 
certain canals ſhould be laid before the Houſe on the firſt day of 
the preſent ſeflion—an order which the engineers found it impoſ- 
ſible to obey ; he therefore moved the Houle that the time might 
be extended to the ſecond of February. | 


It was ordered accordingly, 
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A petition of the inhabitants of the town of Belfaſt, was pre- 
ſented and read, ſetting forth, that the bill lately introduced into 
= this Houſe for effectuating a commercial intercourſe between this 
kin dom and Great Eritain contains, with very little alterations 
che whole ſubſtance of the twenty propoſitions of the Britiſh 


1 parliament, and, if paſſed into a law, would be ruinous to the 


manufiures and commerce, deſtructive of the liberties, and 
ſubverſive of the conſtitution of this country; that it is the 
unalienable and fundamental right of the people of Ireland to be 
free from the authority of any legiſlature whatſoever, ſave only 
of the parliament of Ireland; and that any covenant, agreement 
or ſtatute, containing in any ſhape or form whatſoever an agree- 
ment that the parliament of Ireland ſhall from time to time enact 
in this country laws which ſhall be paſſed in another, is incon- 


rk. ſiſtent with the ſaid fundamental right, would render the parlia- 
on ment of this realm the regiſter of another legiſlature, would in 
ree | ſubſtance revive and introduce, by the means of our own par- 
nd 8 liament, the dominion of another, and would overturn the con- 
red ſtitution of this realm; that a free trade is the unalienable and 
ns, fundamental right of his Majeſty's jubjects of Ireland, and that 
for any covenant to ſurreader the ſame, or any part thereof, is incon- 
que ſiſtent with ſaid fundamental and unalienable right; that any 
ing covenant to alienate for ever the revenues of this land, more 
ion eſpecially under the colour of payment for enjoyment of our 
ing natural rights and equality, is diſgraceful and inconſiſtent with 
hat the limited power of an octennial truſt; and that a perpetuał 
ible revenue bill, or any covenant or agreement to renew the ſame 
nee from time to time, is dangerous, unconſtitutional, and incon- 
ted ſiſtent with the limited nature of an oRennial truſt; and repre- 
red ſenting that an infringement of thoſe principles muſt be an in- 
the fringement of the conſtitution of this kingdom, as a free, ſove- 
| reign, independent ſtate; that the ſaid bill is in direct oppoſi- 
ah tion to each and every of thoſe principles; and therefore ſup- 
4” plicating that ſaid bill may never be 1uffered to be again intro- 


duced, and not only ſo, but that no other bill, however modi- 
fed, which ſhall infringe in any degree on any of the ſaid prin- 
ciples, may ever be ſuftered to paſs into a law. 


Mr. He weir faid this petition was contrary to his own opinion, 
and in his mind, uſclefs to preſent z for, as the commercial 
ſyſtem was at an end, it might be called killing a dead man. 


Mr. Holes, with his wonted humanity, roſe to move for 
a revival of the committee for enquiring into the ſtate of the 
gaols, He declared that he had a great pleaſure in being able 
to ſay, that much good had already reſulted from the enquiry 
of thr ſormer cqmmutror—the attenticn and the feelings of che 
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public had beed rouzed, and it only remained for parliament to 
give them the proper direction. 


A committee was accordingly appointed. 


Sir Francis HuTcuinson preſented a bill for the more 
effectual puniſhment of perſons who ſhall attain or attempt to 
attain poſſeſſion of money or goods by falſe pretences, or by 
threat; which was received and read the firſt time. 


The Cyuanceitor or The Fxcurouer moved, that 
a ſupply be granted to his Mojgſty; and that this motion be 
referied to a committee of the whole Houte, 


The Houſe was ordered to fit thereon to-morrow. 


Mr. Cox deſired to know whether from the accounts on 
the table he would be enabled to collect the information required 
in the re{olution which he had withdrawn on Saturday. 


The Cu axcrLLOR of TE ExcneqQuUEer ſaid, all duties 
wete in the public accounts ſtated ſeparately, therefore the 
amount of any duty purely new would be caſily aſcertained from 
the accounts on the table; and even where a duty was com- 
pounded of new and old, as in ſome of the ſtamp duties, there | 
would be no difficulty in aſcertaining nearly the truth, by de- 5 
ducting the amount et the old. | | 


Mr. Coax. —I agree with the right honourable gentleman z 
and now he has mentioned the ſtamps, I take this opportunity of 
ſaying, that I ſball make them a principal oh ject of my attention, 
] am not without hope that ſome alteration will be made in 
them; for I think with the public, that they are not exactly the 
moſt conſtitutional that could have been deviſed, At prefent, I 
ſhall move you, Sir, that the proper officers do lay before this 
Houſe, an account of the amount of all the new vr additional 
duties laid on laſt ſeiſion, diſtinguithing each, 


It was ordered accordingly. 


Mr. O'Hara moved for the annual and groſs amount of the 
ſums expended in building the new cuſtom-houle. 


Mr. BEAESTORD ſaid there was no annual account of the 
expence, but if the honourable gentleman deſired to know the 
groſs ſum, the books were ready for his inſpectien at half an 
hour's warning. | 


Mr. O'Haxa—1 ſhall be ſatisfied with that; I only call for 
this account that gentlemen may know what the revenue of the 


country is, which is ſo much better than it appears, by exactly 
the ſum expended in that building, 
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A petition of the inhabitants of Newry, was preſented and read, 
ſetting forth, that the bill lately introduced into the Houſe for 
effeuating a commercial intercourſe between this kingdom and 


EE Great Britain contains, with every little alteration, the whole 
© ſubſtance of the twenty propoſitions of the Britiſh par 1ament, 
0 and, if paſſed into a law, would be ruinous to the manufafturcs 
Y and commerce, deſtructive of the liberties, and ſubverſive of 

the conſtitution of this country; that it is the unalienable and 
Fundamental right of the people of Ireland to be free from the 
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- authority of any legillature whatſoever, ſave only the parliament 
of Ireland; and that any covenant, agreement or ſtatute, con- 
| taining in any ſhape or form whatloever an agreement that the 
WE parliament of Ireland ſhall from time to time enact in this country 
n las which ſhall be paſſed in another, is inconſiſtent with the ſaid 
d fundamental rizht, would render the parliament of this realm 
the regiſter of another legiſlature, would in ſubſtance revive and 
introduce, by the means of our own parliament, the dominion 
. of another, and would overturn the conſtitution of this realm; 
45 that a free trade is the unalienable and fundamental right of his 
" Majeſty's ſubjects of Ireland, and that any covenant to ſurrender 
wy the ſame, or any part thereof, is inconſiſtent with the ſaid una- 
3s lienable and fundamental right; that any covenant to alienate 
ny for ever the revenues of this land, more eſpecially under the 
| colour of payment for enjoyment of our natural rights and equa- 
3 lity, is diſgraceful and inconſiſtent with the limited power of an 
of octennial truſt; and that a perpetual revenue bill, or any cove- 
n. nant or agreement to renew the ſame from time to time, is dan- 
in gerous, unconſtitutional, and inconſiſtent with the limited 
* nature cf an octennial truſt, that any infringement of theſe 
I principles muſt be an infringement of the conſtitution of this 
is kingdom, as a free, ſovercign, and independant ſtate; that the 
al ſaid bill is in direct oppoſition to each and every cf theſe prinei- 
ples; and therefore ſupplicating that ſaid bill may never be ſut- 
tered to be again brought forward, and not only fo, but that no 
other bill, however modined, which (tall infringe in any degree 
ie | cn any of the ſaid principles, may ever be ſuffered to pals into a 
law. | 
ne Colonel Ross ſaid that he differed, upon this point, with his 
ne conſtituents. | ; 
me Mr. Cox y ſaid that he had a very different opinion from the 
honourable member. He faid he would, if the honourable mem- 
or ber had not been ſo haſty, have ſaved him the diſagreeable ofnce 
he cf preſenting that petition, by introducing the duplicate of it, 
ly which he at the ſame time received, hed now in his, poſſeſſion, 


and which he was happy to ſay he entirely concuited in. Buc 


l 
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fince the commercial buſineſs was now broached, he would iſ 


a queſtion of the right honourable ſecretary on that ſubject, that 
much concerned the nation to know; whether miniſtry intended 
to bring in any ſyſtem of commercial adjuſtment this ſeſſion or 


not, and of what nature it was to be? 


Mr. Oxpe.—lI apprehended that the anſwer I gave to this N 9 
queſtion the other day was ſufficieatly ſatisfactory; I ſhall now "8 
only ſay, that whatever goverament will do, it ſhall be with 8 


conſiſtence. N 
Mr. Cox a ſaid that an caſy ſmile and an enigmatical anſwer 8 


to a momentous queſtion, might ſatisfy the friends round the 


tight honourable ſtranger, but would hardly, he believed, ſatisfy | 
either the oppoſite ſide of the Houſe, or the people at large. He 
might have a great regard for Ireland, he ſaid, but the right ho- 
nourable ſtranger could not feel fo lively an intereſt upon that 
point, as moſt other men in the country, and therefore that light 
{mile might well become his feelings on the ſubject. He ſaid 
that if a ſyſtem was not brought forward, the word of miniſtry, 
often pledged, and even the word of majeſty in recommending it 
from the throne, muſt remain to fink unperformed—for that the 


introduction of a bill of a nature that made it inadmiflible could 


never be held a performance of a thing abſolutely promiſed—the 
confidence of adminiſtration might mean one of two chings—if it 
meant, that in conſiſtency with their promiſe, they would follow 
up an adjuſtment between the two countries, he would reſt ſatis- 
hed with that anſwer, and wait with patience to ſee it and conſi- 
der it; but if that conſiſtency meant, that the ſyſtem when pto- 
duced was to be in conformity with the principles of the laſt bill, 
then indeed he muſt join with his conſtituents, a reſpectable mer- 
cantiie body of men, and with the nation, to reptobate that con- 
ſiſtency ; and the ſooner the nation knew it the bettet. 


Lord LuTT&ELL,—l have great doubts whether the honour- 
able gentleman does not call for that which in point of pariia- 
mentary order he has no right to demand. Eut does the honoura - 
ble gentleman deſire, that no commercial ſyſtem ſhall be entered 
into, at a time that the Britiſh minitters are occupied in eſtabliſh- 
ing treaties with France, nay, with every power in Europe, and 
with America? Would he have it underſtood that Ireland is to 
be precluded ? He cannot have ſuch a wiſh, Whatever ſyſtem is 
neceſſary ought undoubtedly to be brought forward, and if the 
right honourable ſecretary ſhall offer one, he will certainly give 
full time for inveſtigation. : 

I have heard it ſaid that the people are unwilling to receive 
the ſyſtem that was offered —I know the arts that ate uſed to 
make the people unwilling ; but the people do net always rein 
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in the ſame opinion. Sometimes they change their opinion in a 
year, ſometimes in a month, ſometimes in a week, nay, ſometimes 
even in a day, and if the preſent ſeſſion thould continue as long as 
dee laſt, I am perſuaded it will outlive the preſent opinion of the 
people. 

Z The ArTrorney GENINA I. —I cannot help thinking the 
cauſe of the right honourable Secretary ſomewhat hard. One 
gentleman reproaches him that he does not bring forward a com- 
mercial ſyſtem ; another [Mt. Flood] blames him becauſe he 
imagines he perceives ſomething in the ſpeech which looks as if 


* g the commercial ſyſtem was to be again brought before this Houſe: 
f How is it poſſible he can pleaſe both? 

pd As to the bill which was introduced laſt ſeſſion, I have read, I 
* believe, all the reſolutions that have been entered into againſt it, 
as and 1 find the proceedings at the different meetings upon the bill 
nt! have been thus: — Sometimes they have read it, ſometimes they 
1 hae not; then they have ſtated ſomething that was not in the bill, 
15 and this ſomething they have condemned. Nay, they have con- 
* demned every part of the negociation as injurious to their conſti- 
ne tution, and an alienation of their unalienable rights. They ſay a 
d | covenant on the part of Great Britain, to ſecure to them for ever 
he a decided preference to their linens, is injurious to their conſtituti- 
7 * on, and an alienation of their unalienable rights. A covenant 
A* never to tax coals, bark, and ſundry, materials neceſſary to manu- 


facture, is an infringement on their conſtitution, and an alienation 
of theit unalienable rights; ſo that, while the people of this 
* country remain in their preſent humour, I never will adviſe that 
any commercial ſyſtem be undertaken, becauſe it is impoſſible to 
give them ſatisfaction, until time and cool reflection ſhall ſhevy 
1. them, that to attempt the many and great advantages offered by 

England, would neither be a direliction of their conſtitution, nor 
an alienation of their unalienable rights. 


Mr. Sr EWA r aſſured the Houſe he had no intention of riſing to 
Es debate the point, but what had fallen from the right honourable 


a member who ſpoke laſt, called him up to ſay, that the county he 
lich had the honour to repreſent did not condemn the bill on account 
* of the compacts he had ſtated, but upon account of compacts 
ET which he had not ſtated ; and that there never was on any occaſion, 
ares a more reſpectable meeting, or ſo unanimous as that which had 
os condemned the bill. 


The Ar ToRN EY GENERAL declared he did not allude to any 
one county in particular. | 


Mr. Coxxy.—l am far from condemning every ſyſtem of com- 
merce that could be propoſed—it is the bill preſented to this 


rann r 


Houſe that I condemn, But there are many inſtances within 
the power of the Iriſh paritament, in which they can eſſentially 
ſerve this country without entering into any negociation at all, 
The navigation laws-—the trade to India—the imports from that 
country, which are conſumed here to the amount of 300,000l. a 
vear, though . ute is ſuictly forbidden in England, the nation 
that enjoys the din trade. All theſe are fubjects that muſt and 
will be inveſtigated. There is another This country is rifing faſt 
in conſequence, and will no longer ſaffer her trade to be difpoſed 
of at the will of an Englih miniſter. We laſt year called for 
treaties, which were refuſed in a moſt unprecedented manner. 
—England, it is faid, is now occupied m forming treaties with 
France and other ſtates; and can it be ſuppoſed that this country 
will ret fatished with a dark anſwer from a foreign ſecretary ? 
While her dearett rights are now fettling, perhaps for ever, if the 
ſecretary does not take up the ſubject, gentlemen on this ſide of 
the Houſe muſt, even without the advantages of official informa- 
tion, in ſuch manner as they may be able and as prudence may 
warrant. 


The SecRETARY OF STATE ſaid he could not avoid congra- 
tulating his country on its happy ſituation, which had rendered it a 
matter of ſo much difficulty for the ableſt men to ſuggeſt any topic 
of debate; and that therefore gentlemen were reduced to the neceſ- 
fity of arguing on their own interrogatories. He had ever, he ſaid, 
highly approved that ſound political maxim, that miniſters ſhould 
not preis even great benefits on a free nation, contrary to ita 
own inclin:tion z and he was glad to find the right honourable 
gentleman Tr. Orde] had followed the example of that able 
miniſter, Mr. Pelham, in adhering ſtediaſily to that maxim. 

As the relolutions of different meetings, againſt the commercial 
ſyſtem, had been mentioned, he ſaid he would make one obfe; + 
vation on the ſubject, He had read many cf them, and found 
one circumſtance made the foundation of the whole. In all the 
reſolutions he had read, it was aſſumed that the bill contained a 
covenant to follow the laws of another country. If it had, he 
would have joined with thoſe who reſolved againſt it, and would 
have rejected it with indignation 5 but after having moſt carefully 
examined the bill, it was as plain to him, and as demonſtrable as 
any propoſition that could be (tated, that the bill either direly or 
by conttruttion contained no ſuch thing; and if it did not, the 
reſolutions againſt it were founded in miſtake. 


Mr. Foxe Es.—I am till of the fame opinion, reſpeQiing the 
commercial bill, I was of on the 12th of Auguſt laſt, though I have 
heard and read the right hon. gentleman's pamphlet, and every 
thing that has been laid or written upon the ſubject of that day; and 
Loniy wiſh chat as ſome gentlemen have ſuffered much on this oe- 


1 
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"XT cxfon, in character, as politicians and writers, they were recom- 


penced by the right honourable ſecretary, 
Mr. Torre ſaid, perhaps the reaſon why the gentlemen who 


JV had voted againſt the bill had not written any pamphlets againſt 

it was, becauſe they did not find it an eaſy taſk to reaſon againſt a 
TX ſ+vſtem ſo fair and ſo beneficial to this country—it was much eaſi- 
. er to inflame the paſlions than to convince the teaſon, where ar- 
RF guments were unfounded in fact, 


The SECRETARY OP STATE roſe to explain. He faid he 
hoped it would never be deemed derogatory to any man to account 
for his parliamentary conduct to his conſtituents: For himſelf, 
he had great pleaſure in reflecting, that for five and twenty years 
he had maintained the moſt friendly correfpondence with the city 
he had the honour to repreſent 3 and though when he had formed 
an opinion upon the full conviction of his own mind, he never 
would rclinquiſh it for any man, yet he held it but right for a 
repreſentative to allign his reaſon to his conſtituents, when he 
had the misfortune of differing from them, and if he could not per- 
ſuade them to become of his opinion, at leaſt to ſhew them that he 
ated upon principle, and in a full belief that he was doing 
right. Conſonant to this rule, after the addreſs of the Cork grand 
Jury had been preſented to him, he expreſſed his difference of opi- 
nion explicitly and decidedly. Complaints were made that he had 
treated his conſtituents with diſreſpect, by not explaining his rea- 
ſons; he felt the force of the obſervation, and thought himſelf 
called upon to aſſign his reaſons. He did ſo in a letter to one of 
the magiſtrates z which the honourable gentleman had been pleaſ- 
ed to dignify with the title of a pamphlet, at the ſame time the bill 
Itlelf was before the public, as alſo the debate upon it, which 
had been faithfully reported. However, he did not think the ho- 
nourable gentleman had been very orderly in the language he had 
uſed, and though he was as far from giving as from taking offence, 
he felt himſelf called upon to ſay, that what the honourable gentle- 
man had ſaid of a compenſation from the oſtenſible mininſter, ap- 
peared to him by no means proper. 


Mr. Foxses aſſured the right honourable gentleman he had not 
the moſt diſtant intention of giving him any offence in what he 
faid, 

The SEcRETARY or STATE declared himſelf ſatisfied. 


The Sreaxzx roſe to mention a circumſtance of ſome impor- 
tance, upon which he deſired the opinion of the Houſe. He ſaid 
it had hitherto been the practice in Ireland, when any particular 
order was made for a certain day, if it was not diſpoſed of on that 
day, to let it lie over to the next, and ſo from day to day until 
1t was taken up, or until the = of the ſeſſion; by this means or- 
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ders accumulated upon orders, ſo that gentlemen were ſeldom tru- in 
ly apprized of what was to come before them at any time. In - 
England, he faid, he had been informed the caſe was otherwiſe : If FO 
an order was not taken up on the day appointed for its diſcuſſion, be 
It fell to the ground of courſe, unleſs revived by motion. He ol 
thereſote deſited the opinion of the Houſe which mcde he ſhoulde 247 
follow. hi 
It ſeemed the general opinion to follow the latter, ; 27 
The Syetakenr declared that whenever an order was not diſ- th 
poſed of on the day fixed for it, he would direR the clerk to ſtrike 85 
it out of his liſt, unlets revived by motion. ö 
3 — neonm—————————_————— fi 
TursDay, JANUARY 24, 1786. g 
Mr. Al cock preſented a petition of George and William Pen- K 
roſe, of the city of Waterford, merchants, ſetting forth that the - 
petitioners have, with great difficulty, and at the expence of up- - 
wards of 10,@00]. eſtabliſhed a moſt complete and extenſive manu- tl 
factory of flint glaſs in the city of Watertord, which is equal if not 0 
Juperior in quality to any hitherto made or imported into this 2 
kingdom; that the works are now { extended as to employ dai- * 
ly — fifty to ſeventy induſtrious manufacturers, moſt of whom 5 
have been brought from England at a very heavy expence; and 8 
that ſince the eſtabliſhment of the ſaid works the importation of 
flint glaſs into that part of the kingdom has entirely ceaſed L 
that ſeveral members of the Houſe have favoured the manufactory 8 
with their preſence, and after a very minute inſpection into the \ 
whole proceſs of the work, have been pleaſed to exprets their ap- t 
probation thereof in the ſtrongeſt terms; and that from the great 
ſums of money already expended by the petitioners, in bringing p 
this arduous undertaking to perfection, they find themſelves un- 
der the neceſſity of praying aid from the Houſe. 
Mr. GanD1iNeax preſenteda petition of the miniſter and church- t 
wardens of the patiſh of St. Michael, Dublin, ſetting forth that i 
the {aid pariſh was in former days the ſeat of many opulent traders 7 
and reſpectable perſons, whoſe houſes bore mu rents, and were 0 
rated in an equitable proportion to thoſe rents for the payment of c 
miniſter's money and other taxes; and that theſe houſes have 
long Gnce fallen conſiderably in their value, and are tenanted at 
preſent at reduced rents, by perſons of inferior trades and condi- ( 
tions, who, in conſequence of the onginal valuation, are ſubjeted 
to an higher rate of taxation than would be deemed equitable if they f 
were to be valued anew at this day; that the increaſe of public ; 


taxes of late years has in this reſpeR borne very heavily upon them, 


- 
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inſomuch as to render them totally unequal to any exraordinary, 
occaſional aſſeſſment z that their pariſh church is in an irreparabl y 
ruinous condition, and the congrezation of this ancient pariſh hath 
been for almoſt four years paſt ſcattered ſrom their proper place 
of worſhip, to the great diſcouragement of the eſtabliſhed religion, 
and the detriment of their numerous poot; that the petitioners 
have had recourſe to the moſt ſkill ful and approved architects for 
a plan of a decent and commodious church, adapted to the ſite 
of their ground, and to the necellities of the congregation ; but 
that being, for the reaſons above mentioned, unprovided for the 
expence of carrying it into execution, which is eitimated at about 
2000], they humbly preſume to lay it before this honourable 
Houſe, ſubmitting their caſe and circumitances to its humane con- 
fideration, and imploting aid. 


Mr. NeviLLE preſented a petition of the mayor, bailiffs, bur- 
geſſes, freemen, merchants, traders and inhabitants of the town and 
borough of Wexford, ſetting forth, tnat the bar or entrance into*the 
harbour of Wexford is exceedingly dangerous and unſafe, by reaſon 
of the ſhallowneſs of the water thercon; that many veſſels are 
thereby frequently loſt or otherwiſe damaged in their paſſage in 


g and out, and that this would be in a great meaſure remedied by 
, confining the water, and deepening the channel; that an effeCtual 
6 means of doing this would be by extending a quay along the faid 
8 town, from the cuſtom-houſe quay to St. Paul's quay, which 
1 would conſiderably deepen the water, and enable veſſels of a good 
f burden to enter therein, and thelter themſelves in cafe of danger, 


which muſt be of very conſiderable advantage to the homeward 
bound trade in St. George's channel, for Ireland, England and 
Scotland, as great loſſes frequently happen between the ports of 
Waterford and Dublin, for want of a tate entrance into the hat— 
bour of Wexford ; that the port of Dublin is often prevented of a 
riſing market in their corn trade by ſupplies from the town of Wen- 
ford, when by means of ſoutherly winds a!l other ports north and 
weſt of Dublin are ſhut up; that the petitioners. apprehend the 
revenue of the kindgom would receive very conſiderable advantage 
thereby, as it would open a free trade for the importation of foreign 
ſpirits, by enabling veſſels of ſuch a ſize as the laws at preſent 
require to enter therein, which would tend in a great meaſure to 
check the illicit practice of ſmuggling, ſo much to the prejudice 
of his Majeſty's revenue, and the injury of the fair trader; and that 
though from the petitioners great attention to tillage the county of 
Wextord may jultly be reckoned one of the formoſt in Ireland to 
contribute to the growing proſperity of the kingdom, vet the peti- 
tioners have never yet been burdenſome to parliament, or received 
any aid or bounty from them; and therefore praying aid to carry 
Jaid work into execution. 
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' Mr. HaxT1.ty preſented a petition of the miniſter, church 
wardens and proteſiant pariſhioners of the pariſh of St, Nicholas 
without the walls of the city of Dublin, ſetting forth that 
the inhabitants of the ſaid pariſh having, after repeated attempts, 
found it impollible to procure a piece of ground for the ſite 
of a church within the precinQs of their parith, obtiined of the 
Dean and Chapter of St. Patrick's, upwards of an hundred 
years ago, the north-eaſt angle of the building belonging to cheir 
cathedral to be a place of worſhip for the uſe of the pariſhioners 8 
of St. Nicholas without, which the ſaid pariſhioners accordingly 
fitted up for the purpoſe of divine ſervice, at a very conſiderable Wl 
expence, and which has ever fince been the pariſh church of the Wi 
ſaid pariſh z that by length of time, and by means allo of the fre- i 
quent floods, to which this part etpecially cf the cathedral is lia- 
ble, the walis of this church have been found to be altogether i 
decayed, the timber work damaged, and the roof and galleries 
in a moſt ruinous condition, fo that the pariſhioners of St. 
Nicholas without have been under the neceſſity of diſcontinuing WK 
divine ſervice in it upwards of theſe four years paſt, to the e- 
ceeding inconvenience of the proteſtant inhabitants of ſaid pariſh, 
and the great detriment of the numerous poor reſident therein; 
that from the report of able workmen it has appeared, that in 
order to render this place of worſhip effectual, and to ſecure it 
againſt future floods, it would be neceſſary to rebuild the walls 
from the foundation, to raiſe the floct of the church conſiderably, WW 
and to new. model the whole of the infide of it; which works, 
according to the ſimpleſt plan, and by the moſt frugal eſtimate, 
an atteſted copy whereof has been laid before this honourable 
Houſe, and another copy before the commiſſioners of impreſt | 
accounts, will require the expenditure of about 29ool. z that 
the inhabitants of tuis pariſh, who are all in the humble ſituation 
of traders and ſhop-keepers, have it not in their power on their 
own means to attenipt this important undertaking z that in the 
fellion of 1783 this honourable Houſe, in conſideration of theſe 
matters, of which the fulleſt proofs were laid before them, were 
pleated to grant the petitioners an aid of 5001. for the purpoſe of 
rebuilding this parochial church, which lum has been expended 
accordingly, an account of which expenditure, as required by 
law, has been ſubmitted to the inſpection of the commiltioners of 
impreſt accounts, who have been pleated to honour it with their 
approbation, to wholc report the petitioners refer; that notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt guarded and thrifty application of this parlia- 
mentary aid, by far the moſt contiderable part of this work is ſtill 
to be executed, and this ancient place of worſhip 13 at preſent in 
fuch a ſtate as to threaten much danger to that part of the cathe- 
dral Which is adjoining to it, and to the lives of the neighbours 
aud numerous pailenycis z and therefore praying farther aid te 
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enable them to carry into execution a work of ſuch public utility, 

and which the petitioners preſume to hope will prove highly con- 

ducive to the religious and moral improvement of the inhabttant: 
C — 

of this populous but poor parith. | 


The Houſe went into a committee on the bill for amending, 
widening and repairing roads in the county of Dublin, Mr, lac: 
in the chair, 


Mr GazpDinex ſaid that laſt ſeſſion he broug'it in a bill for 
ereting turnpikes on the different roads leading to this city. 
To this bill ſeveral objections had been made by different gentle- 
men. He begged leave, however, to inform the committey, that 
the bill now before them had no ſuch tendency It was an exact 
tranſcript (tay only two new citcumſtances) of a bill which patted 
both houtes of pariiament Jait telltion 3 and which would have 
received the royal aſſent but for the tuduen protogation. The new 
cite amſtances in this bill were, to impower a very worthy mem> 
ber of this Houſe to grant ground for building anew gaol z and the 
other was that the yaul ſhould be fapniied wich water from the 
grand canal; and fur this indulgence, there was 2 clauſe that al- 
lowed the canal company ſome mail compenſatiun,—He like» 
wiſe ſaid, that by this bill no new powers ate given to grand ju- 
ries for the county, for alletlinents. 


Mr. Gxirriru obſerved to the Houſe, that lat ſeſſion a com- 
mittee was appointed to enquire into the fate of the gaols and 
public priſons, and to report the ſame ; that in the courſe of this 
enquiry, ſeveral glaring abuſes ia the management of priſons had 
appeared to the committee ; that the committee had come to re- 
lolutions in order to found a bill for retorming thole abules, which 
bill he had the honour to bring in; it was read a firſt time, and 
was ordered to be printed; but fiom the ſudden prorogation, it 
fell to the ground: He would therefore. now move for leave to 
bring in a bill for amending and more effectually carrying ts 


force the ſeveral laws now in being for regulating public gaols and 
priſons, 


Leave was given, and Mr. Griffith and Mr. Holmes were or- 
dered to prepare and bring in the tame. 


— — 2 — ——— — 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25, 1786. 


dit Joux BLaqQulere ſaid it was with ſome reluQtance he was 
obliged to obſerve upon the indecent deportment of perions whom 
the indulgence of the Houſe had admitted into the gallery—Dur- 
ing the time that the ſpeaker and the members were at prayers, 
thoſe perſons remained lolliug on their 1eatz, totally inattentive to 
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that ſacred duty. However, as he did not ſuppoſe ſuch negleR 
aroſe from any irreverent diſreſpeCt to religion, he hoped this hint 
would be ſufficient to prevent the like behaviour in time to come. 


The committee appointed to take into conlideration the Wex- 
ford petition brought up their report; that the petitioners had 
fully proved the allegations of their petition, and were deſerving 
of parliamentary aid, 


Mr. Coax moved that the proper officer ſhould lay before 
the Houſe an account of®all loans and votes of credit, and of the 
ſums raiſed thereon, the times when the ſame were raiſed, the 
intereſt paid, and when any of them were diſcharged, ſpecifying 
particularly the time when ſuch votes paſſed, and the particular 
ſtatutes und et which they were raiſed. 

He mentioned that this was eaſily done, as the journals them- 
ſelves pointed the mout, and any member who would take the trou- 
ble, might make himſelf maſter of the whole buſineſs z but as this 
would be attended with trouble to the members, he would wiſh 
to have the whole brought into one point of view, that they 
"might be acquainted with the gradual increafe or decreaſe of the 
national debt; and this he thought very right for gentlemen to be 
informed of, before they went into a committee of ſupply. 


The CHANCELLOR or THE ExcurqQutas ſaid he was 
very willing that information ſhould be given, but he was afraid 
the proper officer could not go fo largely into it as the honourable 
member wiſhed z he could point out the ſums certainly, but as to 
the particular votes and ſtatutes, he feared he could not do it; at 
any rate, it would be a work of time, and if the officer could not 
prepare the return ſpeedily, he hoped that would be no reaſon for 
delaying the committee ot ſupply. 


Mr. Masox faid he believed there was no officer whoſe duty it 
properly was to make out the account in queſtion z but he could 
point out to the honourable gentleman an officer who was both 
able and very willing, upon all occaſions, to give ſuch informa- 
tion as the honourable gentleman defired—the officer he meant 
was Mr. james Corry, the clerk of the journals of the Houſe. 


The SecaeTarY OF STATE ſaid that Mr. Corry, the journal 
clerk, had diſplayed very great knowledge and ability on the ſub- 
ject cf the national debt; and he ſaid he believed every informa- 
tion that the honourable member wanted was in a pamphlet pub- 
liſhed by the journal clerk; and referred him to it, as being a very 
accurate production. 


Mr Conax replied, that he had ſeen the pamphlet, and 
thought the clerk highly commendable for the information he had 
given; but he believed the right honourable gentleman's gravity 
vyould be much offended, and that he would think him very weak 
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The Scar TARY OF STATE anſwered, that he was very far 
om imputing any thing abiurd or weak to the honourable mem- 
er; nor would he with to have ſuch an impucation caſt on him; 
oc chat pamphlet referred to the particulars he wanted to know; 
nd it was on account of thele references that he recommended it, 
ad not that the pamphlet itſelf would be ſufficient to argue from. 


Captain T. Box ſaid there was not an officer in the king- 
dom that could make it out in one month, and when made out, it 
ould be as large as a family bible. 


The queſtion being put, the motion paſſed unanimouſly, 


Sir Joux Buaquieke preſented a bill to prevent the practice 
f fraudulently buying and ſelling of light gold coin in this wings 
om; which was received and read the fiſt time. 


: Mr. HaxTLEy preſented a bill to explain and amend an act 


8 paſſed in this kingdom in the eighth year of the reign of her late 
u. jeſty Queen Anne, entitled an act for the better payment of 
inland bills of exchange, and making promilſary notes more ovlt- 
Natory; which was received and read the firſt time. 


© + 

. 

wi 
> 


= Sir Evwarp Cror ro preſented a petition of the freeholders 
of the county of Roſcommon, convencd by the high ſheritf, ſet- 
ing forth that after the moſt mutual deliberation the petitioners 
Ware decidedly of opinion that the hill for the better regulation of 
che commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, if patſed into a 
lav, would be injurious to the trade and manufactures of this' 
kingdom, inimical to the liberty, and ſubverſive of the conſtitu- 
tion of this country; that no power whatever has or ought to 
have a right or authority to make laws to bind the people of this 
kingdom, fave the King, Lords and Commons of Ireland; and 
chat any act or adjuſtment containing a covenant that the parlia- 
ment of Ireland ſhall adopt or ena& laws which ſhall be pailed by 
rde legiſtature of another country, would be ſubverſive of the 
independence of the legiſlature of Ireland, and would, in ſub- 
F ſtance, introduce the dominion of another power by the means of 
our own parliament; that any agreement to ditpole of or alienate 
for ever any part of the revenues of this kingdon, is inconſiſtent 
with the temporary power intruſted to their repreſentatives by the 
people, and directly militates againft the conſtitution; that the 
laid bill is in direct oppoſition to the abovę principles; and there- 
bre ſupplicating that the ſaid bill may never be permitted to be 
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again brought forward, and that no other bill, contradiQing tte. | 
above principles, may ever be ſufſered to paſs into a law, :$ . 


Mr. WaR RUR TON preſented a petition of the miniſter and e 
Engliſh inhabitants of the town of Portarlington, in the Queen's | 1 
County, ſetting forth that ſoon after the happy revolution of 


1653, King Wiham, of glorious memory, granted the tails 4B N 
town, and certain lands in the neighbourhood of it, to the then ha 
Earl cf Galway ; and that the ſaid earl cauſed an Engliſh and z on 
French chapel to be built in the faid town, and endowed each of M8 8 
them with a Hipend of gol. a- piece, to be paid yearly out of the W | 
faid I-nds, that were ſet for lives renewable for ever, and the fine 

for renewals were directed to be applied to the repairs of the ſaid # 3g NJ 
chapels; and that then the town was chiefly inhabited by French 3 | 2 


refugees, and a large place of worſhip was built for their uſe, an 

the Engliſh chapel was calculated Ge the then {mall number ol qu: 
Engliſh proteſtants ; but now the Engliſh congregation is become ir 
ſo numerous that the Engliſn chapel cannot hold half the number} NY ſho 


of thoſe whoſe duty it is to attend there; that the fund for te- 4% full 

airs is for the preſent exhauſted, as a fine for a renewal has not P out 
no paid theſe many years, inlomuch that the petitioners were ma 
obliged to have recoutſe to voluntary ſubſcriptions many months lav 
ago to keep the roof ſtaunch ; that the pariſh church is too great a 3 = co 
diſtance from the ſaid town for the inhabitants to attend chere, tile. 


and a proper place of worſhip is particularly wanted where u 3 4 ſim 


many children of the firſt families in the kingdom are educated; 1 ; the 
and therefore praying for aſſiſtance to enable them to repair the 3 er. 
preſent chapel, or to build a new one. | 3 | bee 

the 


Mr. Nx vILUt moved for leave to bring in a bil for the improve 
ment of landed property and encouragement of manufaQuures, 67 a 
allowing perſons under ſettlement to ſet leaſes for lives, renewable 4 he 
for ever, at the full improved rent, of certain quantities c 


ground for building in market towns, and on the banks of canals il Gt 


and navigable rivers, 1 po 
Mr. CyarLes O'Nr iL ſaid, he never had heard the title of 23 
any bill worded in ſuch a vague manner; and as he certainly Wl 
would oppoſe it, if it came before the Houle, he thought be E. 
might as well do ſo now, which he did upon the principle of 86 
iert ring with ſuch a great number of family ſettlements; be- 
cauſe the quantity of ground was not defined ; becauſe che law 0 
had not been very accurate in deciding what was, or what was to 
not a navigable river; and becauſe an) gentleman whole land i h: 
might be favourab! y Gtuated for carrying on manufactures, might WH be 
eaſilw obtain a private act of parliament to tet afide any fanuly b 8 
ſettlement which could interfere with the eſtabliſument thereof, 1 fo 


Mr. Gx1rriTH faid the principle of the bill had his motif gr 
hearty concurrcuce, aud be doubted not but proper care would in 
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de taken to render it unexceptionable, by limiting the quantity of 

ound which might be fet under it. Some fach bill he was 
I the ertain was neceiiary, and thercture he hoped it would be in- 
den; 1 roduced, 


__ = Mr. Toren ſaid he ſhould conſider the bill in no other light 
Fes N han as uſeful ro the public, by encouraging population and 
nd: ommerce 3 that there were many parts of this n gdom waſte for 
Þ of ant of a power of ſetting ſuch leaies, which were well adapted 
the 7 menufaQure. : : 4 

fine He adviſed Mr. Neville not to be diſmayed at the honourable 
r 4 gentleman's oppolition, as the moſt learned and capable men in 
nch he nation were ready to lend him ailiſtance, 

and Mr. NEVIL Ur faid the utmoſt care ſhould be taken to limit the 


er of quantity of land, ſo that it nught not excetd the. reaſonabie put- 
2 


ome dle of building for manufacturers; alio, that the inheritance 
nber ſhould not be injured by its being l<t for any thing leſs than the 
re full improved rent, and that the takers ſhould be obliged to lay 


out a reaſonable ſum in building. He faid objections had been 
made to the title of the hell. wuich was not indeed couched in 
ths law icrms, but in the pl uneft linguage of common ſenſe; and as 

to whac the learned gentleman had ſaid, of interfering with ſet- 

IF l-ments, he alked, what injury had been done by a bill exacly 
e ſa * ſimilar, which enables pet ſuns under ſettlement to ſet ground to 
ed ; the quantity of he acres tor bleach-greens z or another which 
© er.tblcs them to make long leaſes to Roman catholics? He had 
been induced to undertake this buſineſs, he ſaid, from obſerving 
that ſome of the very beſt ſituations in the kingdom, for tride and 
manufaQures, are totally deſolate, becaute the polſeſſors are tied 
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& : up and ſhackled by family tcttiements, 

. 

> of Leave was given to bring in the bill, and Mr, Neville, Mr. 
nals Griffith, the Solicitor General, and Mr. Serjeant Toler, were ap- 


pointed a committee to prepare the tame. 


TruxsDAY, JANUAR 26, 1786. 


'GE Mr. AL cock prelented a petition of the mayor, ſheriſfs and citi- 
law zens of the city of Waterford, under their Common feal, ſetting 


forth that the city of Waterford is large and ; opulous, and well 
h:uaced for trade and commerce, and that the only communication 


ight between the ſaid city and the countics of Kilkenny and Carlow, 
m1 unleſs by Carrick-on-Suir, which is near fifteen miles trom Water= 
. ford, is by ferries z that the river of Waterford is broad, and at 


time of high winds dangerous, and often iinpailible, by which a 
great interruption is occaſioned to travellers, and to commercial 
intercourſe in general, and a particular obſtruction to the punRual 
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og . . * #* "Y 
receiving of letters by the Dublin mail; that the petitionen 
apprehend that the building a bridge over the river Suir at Wat. eaſ! 
ford, would remedy theſe inconveniencies, promote agriculture, le! 


2 trade and commerce, and add to the beauty and enlargement a te 
7 the ſaid city, and by uniting the provinces of Leinfter and Mun. 8 thi 
ſter, be of public utility ; and that ſuch a me2fure is clearly prac. Rx 2 
ticable, and a ſum ſufficient for the purpoſes aforefaid can in the 4 
petitioners opinion eaſily be raiſed, as ſevcral have declared them. : 
ſelves ready to advance the money for the ſaid purpoſe as foon ce 
as commiſſioners {hall be enabled by act of parliament to build the . 
ſaid bridge, and borrow money on the ſecurity of the tolls thereof; x 
that the expence of paſſing ſaid bridge would not amount to th © 
of the conveyance by ferties, as a reduction of the preſent rate; 1 Il 
in ſome inſtances it is intended ſhould be made, and yet ſufficien WP 
it is imagined would remain to pay the intereſt of the money box. 1 ch 
rowed, and the expences of repairing and lighting ſaid bridge, MP 
and collecting the tolls therecn ; and it is the with of the petition. PE 
ers thar at the expiration of fifty years the ſaid bridge ſhould be ent 
free trom toll, provided that within that time the ſubſcribers to 
the ſaid bridge ſhall have received their principal and intereſt; ran 
- and therefore praying that leave may be given to bring in a bill 5 re 
for building a bridge over the river Suir at Waterford, as therein pen 
before is mentioned, or in ſuch other manner as to the Houle ſhall % ezl 
ſeem meet, n 

——< 
Mr. Haz TTL preſented a petition of the holy trinity guild 8 - 
of merchants of the city of Dublin, under their common (al, 1 3, 
ſetting forth that the petitioners, in conſequence of the appeal on. 

of the oſtenſible minitter of this country to the people, for theit ll 
opinion of a bill introduced into the Houſe of Commons in the " 


laſt ſeſſion of parliament, enticled, ** A bill for eifeQuating an 
“ intercoutſe and commerce between Great Britain and Ireland 
4 on permanent and equitable principles, tor the mutual benefit 
olf both kingdoms,” feel themſelves peculiarly called upon, as Wi 
a great trading corporation, to declare their ſentiments therean ; WW 
that the petitioners are firmly of opinion that the ſyſtem laid down Wl 
in the ſaid bill is not conſonant to the title thereof, as its prin- 
 Ciple is not equitable, therefore ought not to be permanent, and 
if paſſed into law, would expole the trade, manufactures and 
commerce of this country (whole circumſtances materially differ 
from thoſe of Great Britain) ro ſuch regulations as the policy of 
that kingdom may at any tune adopt, and ſurrender the effence 
of that conſtitution the people have been to long endeavouring to 
recover, and which they have ſo recently accompliſhed ; that 
the petitioners, though deeply intereſted in whatever may teud 
to encourage and extend the trade, manufactures and commerce 
of their country, would not however hold themtelves Juitihed to 
poſterity, were they in any iaſtance, or at any time, to aſſent 10 
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1 Feaſures that might impair the conſtitution thereof, the unalien- 


— ie inheritance of every Iriſhman ; thar'the petitioners beg leave 
5 10 *& remark, and with all due deference to impreſs it on the minds 
lun. che Houſe, that as trade and commerce are always flactuating, 
rac. ought the regulation thereof; but ſhould unhappily this bill 
the adopted, it would put it totally out of the power of this coun- 
em. I to make any future alteration, however advantageous or 
on Pceeſſary; that they are, for theſe reaſons, with many others, 
| the cidedly of opinion that the {id bill, or any other fimilar there- 
of; „ is and would be inadequate to the purpoſes ſpeciouſly held 


thereby; and they truſt ſo diſgraceful, ſo dangerous a ſyſtem, 

ill never meet the countenance or ſupport of che repreſentatives 

che people; and relying therefore on the virtue and patriotiſm 

FF the Houle, the peritioners pray that the conſtitution of this 

ontry may be maintained inviolate, and the trade, manufac- 

tes and commerce thereof preſerved from the interference or 
Mentroul of any foreign legiſlature. 


Mr. STEwarT ſaid he had a petition to preſent from the 
and jury of the county of Tyrone, againft that clauſ2 in the 
venue bill, which directs judges of aſſize to nil every preſent- 
zent in any county Where the grand jury ſhould refuſe or 
eglect to levy the fines and penalties impoſed for private and 
IT andeftine ſtills, This clauſe, he obferved, had given much 
content to the grand juries throughout the kingdom, particu- 
ly on the northwelt circuit z he therefore hoped a day would 
appointed to take this ſubject into conſideration, and men- 
oned Tucfday next. n 
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Mr. Ben:sronD deſired to know in what manner the honou- 
able gentleman wiſhed to have the ſubject debated; the uſual, 
nd in his opinion, the proper time was, when the great revenue 
ill came before the Houle. 


Mr. STEwaRT ſaid, that would be to delay the redreſs of the 
rievance complained of too long, and to ſubjeRt the different 
ounties at the enſuing ſpring atlizes to a repetition of the incon- 
eniencies they had ſuffered at the laſt autumn aflizesz his in- 
ention therefore was to bring in a bill immediately to repeal that 
lauſe in the great revenue Hill, 3 


Mr. MonTGomtry (of Cavan) joined Mr. Stewart in the 
me argument and opinion. 


Mr, BexesrorD faid it wauld be novel indeed to introduce 
uch a biil, If the gentlemen feared that the revenue hill would 
de too long delayed, he would atfure them, that to accommodate 
hem as much as poſſible, he would introduce the revenue bill 
n the courſe of a fortnight, or even leſs ; but whether the clauſe 
omplained of was improper or not was the very thing in queſ- 
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tion, and would beſt be underſtood when the bill was before the 4 
Houſe. 5 I 


0 


The Hon. DeN Nis Browne ſaid that in the county to 


which he belonged, every thing was in a ſtate of the utmoſt con- 


fuſion, by ſtopping the preſentinents until fines to the amount of 


1200l. ſhould be provided for. 
Mr. Maso obſerved, that ſo large a ſum being due in fines, 


ferved only to prove that too many private ſtills were encouraged i 


in his county, and that the landed people took too little care to A 
ſuppreſs them. He thought, therefore, this an argument in fa- ll 
vour of the clauſe. "Y 


Mr. Coax v, after objecting to ſome of the ſtatements in the 


public accounts, moved, that the proper officer do lay before il 
the Houſe, the particulars of the expences under the following Wl 
heads, BY 
Incidents in the civil bill lit - 20, oool. 1 
Concordatum - - - 5,000), 2 
Military contingencies - - 3, oool. 7 
Þarracks - — 1 14, oool. 9 


Exceedings of concordatum, barracks, and 
military contingencies | 1 
Incidents in the revenue - - 60, oool. 0 


30,0001. a 


. . . . * "1 of 
Exceedings of ſalaries, gratuities, and penſions. 19,0001, 1 

I Wo 

They were ordered accordingly. $ 


He alfo moved, that yeſterday's order for the account of ſtamp | I 
duties on newipapers, be diſcharged, that he might move it in 
another form. 


Sir Joux BiaqQulieRe moved for leave to bring in a bill to 
digeſt and conſolidate into one law all the ſtatutes (nine in num- 
ber} relative to the paving, lighting and cleanſing the city of 2 
Dublin. . 

He obſerved that the multiplicity of ſtatutes both in England 
and Ireland, frequently ſeveral contradictory of each other, on 
one and the ſame ſubject, made it impoſſibſe for the people to 
know what was or was not law, what was their right or what 
were their wrongs. In order therefore to render plain a ſubje& 
in which all the inhabitants of this great city were concerned, he 
had undertaken the preſent tatk, and wouid on Monday next, 
with leave of the Houſe, introduce his hill. 

Leave was given, and Sir John Blaquiere, the Hon. Richard 
Hutchinſon, and Lord Luttrell were ordered to prepare the ſame. 

Sir Jon BLaqQUlere faid, he would be glad of the aſſiſtance 
of ſome of the city members, not that there was any thing offen- 
five in his bill, but that there wes a great deal new. 
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The Cu sxcrtrod of THE Excntrquer faid he had ob- 
ved ſeveral applications already made to parliament for aids to 
Ferent undertakings. He was extremely ſorry the circumſtances 


on. che nation would not enable the Houſe to grant them all but 

t of they were not, he thought it untair to cheriſh hopes in people 

receiving alliſtance, which parliament, with a due regard to 

Me nation's god, could not grant. Therefore, at once to put 

des, end to ſuch expectations, he found himſelf compelled to re- 
Sed | e the reſolution of laſt year, viz. 

0 That no money be granted this ſeſſion of parliament for any 


er, harbour, quay, canal, navigation, Colliery, road, bridge, 
ill work, nor tor building or rebuilding, or repairing any par— 
ular church or cathedral, or for any hoſpital or charity which 
3 not uſually and regularly received parliamentary ſupport, nor 
any individual manufacturer or company of manufacturers, nor 
conſideration of any buildings made, cr to be made by any 
anufaQurer or ſet of manufacturers, other than for the fiſheries, 
leſs where ſeparate and diſtint revenues are or ſhall be pro- 
ded and appropriated thereto.” 

| Laſt year, he ſaid, 95,0001. had been voted as aid to dif- 
rent undertakings, and to be diſtributed in premiums on different 
anufactures. Ibis year he would not ſay what ſum the nation 
ight be able to give, but he conſidered that whatever that ſum 
ight be, it ought to be applied to the fame objects as laſt year. 
is intention was not to prevent the Houſe from cheriſhing ſuch 
anufactures, &c. as were then deemed objects of regard, but 
d prevent that diſgtaceful ſcene called the ſcramble. 


Mr. HazxTLEey remarked, that this was a {weeping clauſe in- 
ed; that the laſt ſeflion 500l. had been granted for rebuilding 
he church of St. Nicholas without, and though it was expended 


＋ ith economy, it had extended to no more than the foundation. 
of ſo very poor a parilh the grant would be loſt, it the bounty of 

; arliament did not contribute to the farther erection of the build- 

| dz; he therefore withed to know if any money was to be granted 

land SL 

2 bis ſetlions tor the imptovement of churches. 

e to The CuxNCELLOR of THE Excurquer replied, that 

v hat oool. had been voted lait ſeſſion to the firſt fruits, of the ex- 

ect znditure of which he confel;ed himſelf totally ignorant. 

he Mr. Coxnv ſaid he hoped the right honourable gentleman 

ext, ould not force the Houſe into this refolution on the ſudden. 

TR, was taking too great a compaſs, and made him wiſh to be inform- 
* il any eſtimate had been prepared of the ſums intended to be 

Os anted for national purpoſes. | 

ffen⸗ The CuascELLOR or THE ExcnutqUen declared his entire 


onſormity to the plan of laſt ſeſſion; the ſlate of the nation could 
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not admit of any profuſion of public money, and the plan of 2» ly 
vernment was that of a general retrenchment. 6. b 
( 
Mr. Bao wN Low ſaid he was happy to hear ſuch expreſſing * 
fall from the miniſter of finance, as an alleviation of the pub a 
burdens muſt conſequently follow, if this ſyſtem ſhould be a6 b. 
hered to. 4 3 p 
Mr. Garrrir n ſaid he could not approve of the motion mad 4: 
by the Chancellor of the Exchequer. It went to tie up the hard 
of parliament againſt the encouragement of great national objed pl 
and ſtruek in particular at that important work, the grand can: ce 
which might be perfected, to the great emolument of the nation 
for the ſum of 7oool. The completion of which grand objec 
would repay its expences twenty-fold. Could any body den i0 


the utility and wiſdom of ſuch meaſures as ſhould encourage thi 


product, manufactures and inland navigation of every country 
Here he quoted from the late work of Nix. Sinclair, who proved tc 
3 


that it would be more for the advantage of a country to apply ti: 
redundancy of the revenue to its improvement, than to pay offi 


its national debt. He adverted to the ſtate of the Iriſh collierie C 
and averred that if the inland navigation was compleated, the th 
c ollieries of Lough Allen alone would be tuticient to ſupply Y 7x; 
fuel of the kingdom. . 1 

Sir Joux BLaqQuiere ſaid he joined the honourable gentle. 
man in praiſe of the advantages which might be gained by th 
inland navigation, and hoped the period was not diſtant when 
completion of that object would turn out a great benefit to the I 
country. f ; : : 

in 

The Craxceitrior or THe ExcHEQUER anſwered, th ta 
the tax in favour of the inland navigation would be contiaued le 
and would annually produce the ſum of 7090l, Ss ti 

The queſtion on the reſolution being put, it paſſed in the Y 
afirmative. 

The ATTorNey Genera. preſented a petition of the incor- 
porated ſociety in Dublin, for promoting Engliſn proteſtant ſchool v 
m Ireland, under their common ſeal, ſetting forth that the peti-W ar 
tioners find, with gratitude, the ſociety tecommended Yrom the p 
throne by his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, on the opening of the 
preſent ſeſlion of parliament ; and therefore praying that the Houſ: ä 
will take the preſent ſtate of the proteſtant charter ſchools into 4 
mature conſideration, and grant the petitioners ſuch public as tc 
as will enable them to ſupport the ſeveral ichools and nurſeries, 
upon a ſure and permanent footing, from this to another ſeſſion a 
parliament. he 


Mr. Homes requeſted the attention of the Houſe to a matte! 
of ſome importance. He hid, he ſaid, laſt feſlion, brought in 1 
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bn for amending the police, and for the better adminiſtration 
of juſtice in the county of Tipperary, Though the bill paſſed 
both houſes, yet on account of the ſudden 1 it loſt che 
efficacy of a law. He found it neceſſary this ſeſſion to make ſome 
alterations in the title. He, therefore, ſhould move for leave to 


: 1 bring in a bill to enable the grand jury of the county of Tip- 


perary to grant money for erecting bride welle in the ſaid county, 
and for other purpoſes. 


The ArTorney Genenrar mentioned Caſhel as a proper 
place to erect a bridewell in. There were, he ſaid, three in the 
county of Limerick, at proper diſtances, and all found efficacious, 


Mr. Cod v HA acquainted the Houſe that he had received 
letters from Cork, by which he was informed of frauds committed 
in obtaining bounties on the exportation of Iriſh herrings, 


The SecarTArY of STATE {aid he doubted the intelligence 
to be founded in truth, and wiſhed for evidence on the occaſion. 


Mr. ConvynGnam faid that the information came from the 
Cork committee of merchants. 

He then moved that a committee be appointed to enquire into 
the frauds committed in obtaining bounties on the exportation of 
Iriſh herrings. 


FR: 


Farpay JanuaARY 27, 1786. 


Mr. Al cock reported from the committee appointed to take 
into conſideration the petition from the corporation and inhabi- 
tants of Waterford, that the petitioners had proved their al- 
legations z and moved, that purſuant to the prayer of the peti- 
tioners, leave might be given to bring in a bill for building a 
bridge on the river Suit, at Waterford. 


Leave was accordingly granted. 


The Houſe reſolved into a committee on the bill for making, 
widening, and repairing of public roads in the county of Dublin, 
and = repealing parts of ſeveral acts formerly made for that 
purpoſe. 


Received the elaufe for ſupplying the new intended priſon on 
gallows-hill with water from the grand canal; and read over fome 
more of the bill. After which reported progreſs, and ordered 
to ſit again to-morrow, 


Sir FReDERIcx FLOOD faid, on the neces of committal, that 


h , 
e . N the right ä patron of the bill Mr. Gar- 
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diner] avewed his intention of bringing forward the twice re- 
jected meaſure of encloſing this city with turnpikes. If fo, he 
gave notice he ſhould give it his hearty oppoſition, 


Mr. Cu aRLUIES O'Nert, —Though I am not apt to be affefted 
by newſpaper paragraplis, yet when a printer, ſbeltering himſelf 
behind a member of this Houſe, repreſents me in an unfair or ridi- 
culous light, I think myſelf bound to refute the mi ſtepreſentation. 
Upon a bill being introduced a few days ſince, for enabling per- 
ſons under ſettlement to make leaſes of lives, renewable for ever, 
of lands in market towns, for the purpoſes of building for manu- 
facturers, and alſo of lands on the banks of navigable rivers and 
canals for the ſame purpoſe, ſome converſation took place between 
an honourable gentieman [Mr. Toler] and me, whereupon the 
printer of the Freeman's | contrary to his uſual cuſtom 
of reporting the ſpeeches of that honourable gentleman, has made 
a very handſome ſpeech for him, replete with ſatire and much 
ſeverity, ſaying that he, [Mr. Toler] “ lamented in pointed terms 
„ that his honourable friend Mr. Neville had preſumed to bring 
«c it forward without previouſly conſulting his learned fiend, 
« Mr. O'Neil, who had himfelf ſet the example of diffidence and 
** modeſty by introducing not à few bills the laſt ſeſſion, which 
* was his firſt of ſitting in parliament. To be ſure ſome of them 
% had been rejected by the Houle, but not upon motion for leave 
46 to bring tiem in. However, he adviſed Mr. Neville not to 
* be ditmayed at the honourable gentleman's oppoſition, as 
© the moſt learned and capable men in the nation were ready 
& to lend him aſſiſtance.“ Now, Sir, though in the confuſion of 
the debate, and during the many interruptions I experienced, it 
was impoſſible for me to hear very accurately whatever was ſaid, 
yet I take upon me to fay that the paper has afferted what is 
falſe; for in the laſt ſeſſion I brought in but two bills; they both 
might be wricten on half a ſheet of paper, and both patled this 


- Houſe. I do not mean to make any motion againſt the printer, 


but in juſtification of myſelf, I thinæ it neceſſary to give this ex- 
Planation of the tranſaQion, 


Mr. Torx ſaid he had no recollection of what had paſſed 


on the occaſion referred to by the honourable gentleman, whom 


| he would call his honourable friend, or did he ſuppoſe any other 


perſon had thought it worth while. They had, he ſaid, been 
in the habit of taking liberties with each other, and as he believed 
neither had any intention of paſſing the bounds of friendihip, he 
would ſay, hanc weutam petimus damuſque ⁊ici ſſim. 


Mr. LonGcritLD ſaid he underſtood- that a committee was 


appointed to inquire into certain frauds reſpeQing fiſhing bounties, 


and that in the manner the committee was moved for, a cenſute on 


the merchants of Cork was implied, which was iil-ſounded 3, aud 


| 
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ded, that the merchants of Cork certainly ſuffered a heavy 
os fince the high duty was laid upon foreign herrings, as the 
2 1 proviſion veſſels that go from Cork to the Weſt Indies commonly 
i in November and December, which is upwards of a month 
Score they can procure the Iriſh herrings from the north weſt 
oaſt, which was the reaſon that many cargoes of foreign herrings 
Pere brought from the Iſle of Man to the Welt Indies, and there 
old as Iriſh or Britiſh. . 


Mr. ConvNGHam explained what he had aid relative to the 
[ buſineſs, when he moved for the committee. 

1 Mr. Gx1rr1TH preſented a bill for amending and carrying 
- ore effectually into force, the ſeveral laws now in being for 
1 egulating the public gaols and priſons throughout this Kingdom; 
e hich was received and read the firſt time. 

1 

3 — — 

'4 ; 

a SATURDAY, JANUARY 28, 1786. 

n MM LoidLuTTxzri:. preſented a petition of John Ormſton, James 
a la, and Archibald Ormſton, ſetting forth that the petitioners 
e aue erected near Lucan, in the county of Dublin, tin-plate, 
o Peet iron, and ſcythe mills, and have expended thereon up- 
wy wards of 15,000l. ſterling ; that in their preſent ſtate theſe works 
y re equal to any in Great Britain or elſewhere for the ſame pur- 


oſes; that the petitioners feel much pleaſure in being the firſt to 
ſtabliſh in this kingdom the manufaQures above-mentioned z that 
he great expence incurred by introducing theſe manufactures, the 
dppolition given the undertakers by faQtories abroad ſending goods 
here lowered with intent to defeat the petitioners, tin-plates in 
particular, from 658. per box down to 56s. and other articles in 
proportion, have altogether operated ſo much to the diſadvantage 
f the petitioners as to leave them without a proſpect of diſpoſing 
of their manufactures to any profit, while the public have really 
aved, by petitioners ſtruggles, from 151. to 20]. per cent. on the 
goods purchaſed ſince the petitioners began to manufacture 


m however it will be impoſſible for the petitioners to proceed, with 
er lucceſs or even ſafety, on theſe moderate terms, while fuck a 
en weight lies on them as intereſt for the firſt expenditure on the 
« orks, machinery, &c, &c. and having riſqued 30,000l, in the 
8 


ndertaking, themſelves and families muſt be involved in many 
diff culties, perhaps in ruin, unleſs relieved by the Houle, that 
While the petitioners are thus diſtreſſed, the country may loſe a 


as 

= cry valuable manufacture, petitioners having for ſome time paſt 
_ prevented 10,0001, per annum going from this kingdom for the ar- 
id icles of iron manutactures mentioned, which ſaving will grow 
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if an export trade encreaſes; and therefore praying proteQion, v 
relief, and aſſiſtance, 1 


A petition of the Dublin Society for promoting huſbandry ad 
other uſeful arts in Ireland, under their common ſeal, was preſent- * 1 
to the Houſe and read, jetting forth that the petitioners we? 
by his late Majeſty ineorporated by the ſtile and title of the Dubl RM 
Society for promoting huſbandry and other uſeful arts in Ireland, % 
and were encouraged to carry into execution the ends of their 
faid incorporation by his Majeſty's bounty of 5ool. a year; tha 
the petitioners, in purſuance of the purpoles of their inſtiturion, i 
have for many years paſt expended the ſaid ſum, together with 


8 f 
q 
9 


their own private ſubſcriptions, and alſo ſeveral conſiderabæ 5 
grants from this honourable Houſe, in premiums for the improve. 
ment of agriculture in its various branches, and in promoting the Mil 
introduction and perfection of ſuch arts and manufaQures as ap- 3 buſ 
peared moſt advantageous to the commerce and welfare of the mt 
people of Ireland ; that the petitioners, encouraged by the ſuc- pal 
ceſs that has hitherto attended their endeavours for the public ſer- pul 
vice, and fully fatisfied of the generous diſpoſition of the Houſe | 
to further every meaſure tending to the proſperity of this king- Jol 
dom, humbly pray for aid. I 3 -n 
Mr. Foxzes ſaid he had obſerved with concern that there ve 
was ſo bad an attendance of members, at a period when matten to 
of ſuch great conſequence as the examination of the accounts of WW to 
the public expenditure, the ſupply proper to be granted to hs of 
Majeſty, and the taxes to be impoſed on the people, were the no 
ſubjects of conſideration. In the committee of ways and mean aſſ 
this ſeſſion, a queſtion muſt occur of the greateſt importance, 2 of 
a matter of finance, that had ever been agitated in that Houſe— an 
whether the additional taxes of 140, oool. impoſed laſt ſeſſion, re 
ſhould be continued or not? He truſted that the country gen- nc 
tlemen would not forfeit, by their inattention to this great ſub- nc 
ject, the character they had eſtabliſhed in the country by rheir bc 
lorious exertions during the laſt ſeſſion. He ſhould, therefore, 
in order to inſure a full attendance, move, that the Houſe be 
called over on Monday ſe'nnight, and that the Speaker write hi 
letters to the members, requiring their attendance on that day. fi 
Lord LurTRELL ſaid he could not ſee the neceſſity of ſuch n 
a motion. There was not any queſtion ſo very arduous to be fi 
agitated, that required it. He ſaid, if there was any neglect of n 
attendance, it lay on the ſide of the Houſe which the honoutable 0 
gentleman uſually ſat at. 
The Cu ax ckLLox dr THe Excnrquer ſaid there was a 
an order for the Houſe to go intoa committee of ſupply on Wed- 1: 


neſday next. As to the queſtion intended by the motion of the 
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Honourable gentleman, it could have nothing to do with that 

ommittee, as the circumſtances of taxation depended on the 
7 and -M xigency of the times, and were liable to alteration every year, 
ſent- ae muſt again repeat, that this country bad wiſely come to a 
Were 5 > 


etermination not to accumulate the public debt; for no coun- 


ubln 2 4 ry ought voluntarily ſo to do, but proportion the revenue t&the 
land, xpences. For his part, if the honourable member could produce 
ther ny plan for the diminution of the public debt, he would moſt 
that inagly conſent to a reduction of the taxes; but, faid he, the 
wlll yſtem of this year can have no reference to that of any pteced- 


ag year. 
rable 8 > ; 2 
— Mr. Fons, in reply to Lord Luttrell, ſaid that he was aſto- 
> the 37 niſhed at the noble Lord's obſervation; that there had been no 


ap- buſineſs of importance as yet before the Houſe, when a com- 


the mittee of the whole Houſe had been engaged for theſe ſome days 
ſuc- ! paſt in ſuch a momentous buſineſs as the examination of the 
- ſer. public accounts. 5 a 
lone In anſwer to what fell from the rizht honourable baronet [Sir 
ting: John Parnell] he ſhould obſerve, that he was happy to perceive 


that the health and {ſpirits of the right honourable baronet were 
ſo perfeQly reſtored, otherwile he would not have waſted fo many 


there words on what was merely a motion of courſe. He was happy 
itten to learn from the right honourable baronet, that the taxes he was 
on ' to prepare for this year were not to nave a refcrence to the taxes 
| by 


of laſt year. He preſumed, from what fell from the right ho- 
nourable baronet, that new cauſes and conſiderations were to be 
aſſigned for granting this year 140, oool. in addition to the tax 


„ © of 1783. He had a great curioſity to know what thoſe cauſes 
ſe— and conſiderations could be. At a proper time he ſhould be very 
lion, ready to enter into a diſcuſſion on this ſubje&t with the right ho- 
gen. nourable member, and by the keenneſs which the right ho- 


nourable baronet now ſhewed for their diſcuſſion, he expected 
both amuſement and information from him. 


Mr. BxowxLow faid he wiſhed that an earlier attendance 
could be enforced, than what could be effected by the motion of 
bis honourable friend. He ſaid that the Houſe ſhould be at all 


; times well attended; and in anſwer to what had fallen from a 
ſuch noble Lord [Lord Luttrell] in reſpe@ to a thin attendance on one 
) be ſide of the Houſe, he muſt beg leave to obſerve, that they could 
os not command meſſengers to tummon the attendance of members 
able 


on any particular queſtion. 


Mr. Coka ſaid he was very glad that the ſubjeQ of a thin 
attendance of membets was mentioned. The queſtion of ſupply 
involved matter of very great magnitude, and required a full at- 
tendance; he therefore hoped the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would poſtpone going into a committee till Monday ſe'nnight; ic 
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would be neceſſary to call for ſeveral papers before that commit. 
tee was gone into; and, ſaid he, next Monday is a holiday, the i 
papers cannot be laid on the table till Tueſday, and Wedneſday 9 
is fixed on for the committee to fir. He ſaid it was impoſſible for 
gentlemen to inform themſelves ſufficiently on the ſubject in that 
ſhort ſpace of time; for theſe ſeveral reaſons, he hoped the com- 
mittee of ſupply would be poſtponed till Monday ſe nnight. 3 
Lord Lur rer ſaid he wiſhed that every part of the public 
buſineſs was well attended to. 2 


The CHaNnceLLORk or THE Excuegquer declared he by 
No means wiſhed to hurry the. buſineſs, though gentlemen mult 
know that the ſupplies muſt be paſt againſt a certain day, If 
on Tueſday next any neceſſity appeared for poſtponing going 
into the committee, he had not the ſmalleſt objection ; it would 
be his ſtudy to accommodate gentlemen as much as poſſible; and, 
alluding to an honourable member [Mr. Corry] he wiſhed that 


that gentleman had every official information that he could poſ- 
ſibly wiſh for. 


Mr. Forbes's motion was then put, and carried in the aflir- 
mative. 


The CuanceLLor or THE ExcutqQuen then moved, that 


the order for the Houſe going into a committee of ſupply on Wed- 
neſday next, be diſcharged. | 


It was diſcharged accordingly ; and the queſtion being put 
for Monday ſe'nnight, it paſſed in the affirmative. 


Mr. Coxxy declared, for his part, he never wiſhed to give 
trouble to the Houſe by calling for any unneceſſary papers, he 
wanted none but what appeared to him proper on the ſubject of 
information. Every member of that Houſe ſhould be well ac- 
quainted with the ſtate of the finances and public accounts of 
the nation; and in reply to what had dropped from the Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer, he would have no objection to fitting by 
the fide of that right honourable gentleman, but in the preſent 
ſituation of affairs, and under the preſent adreiniſtration, it was 
one of the wiſhes the moſt remote from his heart. Having laid 
this, he would now move, x 
That the proper officers do lay before the Houſe an account 
of all ſums of money iſſued from the treaſury for the laſt ten 
years, ending the 1ſt of January, 1786. 

Alſo a liſt of ſuch accounts as paſſed the commiſſioners of 
impreſt accounts, on account of balances by order or warrant of 
N for the laſt eight years, ending the iſt of January, 
1786. 7 
They were ordered accordipgly. 
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Lord Naas brought up a report from the committee to whom 
the petition of the Foundling Hoſpital was relerred 3 which was 


ordered to lie on the table. 


The Houſe went into 2 committee on the bill for preventing the 
buying and ſelling of gold coin, Mr. Hayes in the chair, 


Sir Joux P.aqQuitkk informed the committee, that this bill 


FJ was expreſsly the ſame as the one which paſſed both Houſes lait 


ſeilivn, with this difference, that the Lords had made the penalty 
5 col. and three months impriſonment, for any perſun who bought 
twenty light guineas 3 which this bill adopted, 


Mr. CHaxLes O' NEIL ſaid he thought the fine too high. 


Sir FRancis HuTcniNSon ſaid he was of opinion, that it 
would anfwer much better if guineas were taken, allowing two 
pence a grain fur every grain deticient, 


Sir Jon x BLaquirae faid he underſtood the practice was ſo 
in England; and that the lords of the treaſury gave orders to the 


perſons employed in collecting the taxes, to take guineas on them 
terms. 


Mr. HaxTLevy ſaid the coin in both countries ſhould have 
the ſame ſtandard ; for as the ballance of trade was againſt us 
with England, they might refuſe taking our guineas in payment, 
except as bullion. 

The clauſe reſpeQing the fine, was altered to 2901, 


The Houſe adjourned 'till Tueſday next. 


— —— 


TursDAY, JANUARY 31, 1786. 


A petition of Francis, Lord Baron Conyngham, the Right 
Honourable William Conyngham, Doctor Thomas Ellis, Rich- 
ard Jones, Alexander Murray and James Glaſcock, Eiqrs. and 
which {aid F;ancis Lord Conyngham is the heir at law, and he 
and the other petitioners are the only next of kin of Jane Bonnell, 
otherwiſe Conyngham, widow, deceaſed, was preſented to the 
Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the ſaid Jane Bonnell, on the 
4th of April, 1745, duly made her will, and after deviſing ſeveral 
pecuniary and ſpecific legacies, and particularly a ſum of 200l. to 
the miniſters, church-wardens and veſtry-men of St. John's pariſh, 
Dublin, to be laid out on ſome convenient purchaſe, (the produce 
of which ſhe directed to be applied towards biading out poor girls 
of that parith for ever) ſhe deviſed all the reſidue and remainder of 
her eftate, real and perſonal, to het executors, to be by them laid 
out in ſome convenient purchaſe, for the ſupport of clergymens 
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widows that needed ſuch help, and ſhe left it to her executors to MW the 
ſettle it in the beſt manner they could, having full confidence in | 
theirdoing it to the beſt advantage; and of her ſaid will ſbe ap- 
pointed Ralph Smyth, Edward Worth, Henry Leſlie and Ralph WW 
Sampſon, Eſqrs. her executors, and the ſaid Ralph Sampfon Wl 
proved the ſaid will in the prerogative court; that all the ſaid i 
executors are long ſince dead, but the faid Ralph Sampſon ſurviv- 
ed the other three, and duly made his will, and thereof appoint- WS: nc 
ed his wife, Jane Sampſon,” his ſole executrix, and ſhe is fince Wi 

dead, having before her death duly made herlaſt will, and there- 
of appointed the petitioners, Richard Jones, Alexander Murray WW< - 
and James Glaſcock, her executors z and the ſaid Alexander Mut- 
ray and James Glaſcock only proved the ſaid will in the court of 
prerogative, and have alſo obtained adminiſtration of the goods 
unadminiſtered of the ſaid Jane Bonnell by the ſaid Ralph Samp- 
ton and Jane Sampſon, and are now the legal repreſentatives of 
the ſaid Jane Boanell, and are entitled to all ſuch part of her per- pura 
ſonal eſtate as remains to be adminiſtered, to be applied to the 
uſes of her will; that a part of the perſonal eſtate of the ſaid 
Jane Bonnell conſiſted of a mortgage for ſecuring the principal 
ſum of 1500l. charged upon the manor of Mount Charles, in 
the county of Donegal, the eſtate of Major General Conyngham, 
the anceſtor of the petitioners, Lord Conyngham and William 
Conyngham ; and ia order to raiſe the money due on that mort- one 
gage an information was filed in his Majeſty*s Court of Exchequer 
on the 1oth of October, 1766, in the name of the then Attor- 
ney-general of Ireland, at the relation of the miniſter, church- 
wardens and veſtry-men of the ſaid pariſh of St. John's, Dublin, 
on behalf of themſelves and divers indigent widows of clergy- 
men, againſt the Right Honourable Henry, then Viſcount and 
aſterwards Earl Conyngham, who was then ſeized of the mort- 
gazed premiſes, and in receipt of the rents and profits thereof; on 
and after various proceedings in ſaid cauſe, and after ſeveral de- 
crees were made and reports were made, it was on the 4th of 
February, 1778, again referred to the officer to take an account 
of the perſonal eſtate of the ſaid Jane Bonneli, and of her debts 
and legacies, and what part thereof remained unpaid ;; and on 
the 2oth of February, 1778, the officer reported that the ſaid 
Jane Bonnell died poſſeſſed of the ſaid mortgage for 1500l. on the 
eſtate of the ſaid Lord Conyngham, and that 1000l. thereof car- 
ried intereſt at gl. per cent. and the remaining 5ool. at 8]. per 
cent. and that the ſum of 761 fl. 168. 2d. was due for principal, 
intereſt and coſts on the 29th of June, 1971 z and the ſaid officer 
further reported that the petitioner William, .the nephew of Lord 
Conyngham, and who is now ſcized and poſſeſſed of the ſaid 
manor- of Mount Charles, had depoſited with the chief remem- 
brancer, or his deputy, on the 19th of May, 1773, 22251. and 
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the zoth of October following 65001. and on the 22d of No- 


ber following the further ſum of 143]. 118. 25d. making in 
whole $8691. 11s. 54d. which ſum was then admitted by the 


ph inticts attorney to be in full for the principal, intereſt and coſts 
on by the ſaid Lord Conyngham ; that the aid canſe coming on 
aid be finally heard on the 25th of Fetruary, 1778, che court 
LV= reed the fevera] legatees mentioned in the will of the faid Jane 
Bits nncll, and reported bv the officer, to he paid tlicit feveral le- 
Ce ies out of the ſaid 88681. 11s. 54d. and then the decrce cloſes 
re- theſe words: 


& And it is alſo further oidered, adjudzed and decreed, that 
> reſidue of the ſaid ſum of 5568. 115. 54 d. aiter the payment 


of the ſaid ſeveral legacies, inteteſt and coſts, ſhould he laid out 
ds the purchaſe of lande, according to the ſeveral uſes, truſts, 
p- ents and purpoſes mentioned and expteſſed in the will and co- 
of i] of the faid Jane Bonnell, under the direction of this ho- 
er- durable court, and that either party be and are hereby at liberty 
he apply to the court in the mean time for ſuch further and other 
ud rections as may be neceſſary, and the plaintiffs may accordingly 
pal ake up and enrol this decree, with colis, as aforeſaid, for the 
in rformance whereof the proceſs cf this court is from time to 
m, e to iſſue, as in ſuch caſes uſual.” 

Jin That a ſum of 5500l. or thereahouts, of the ſaid mortgage 


oney ſtill remains 1n the hands of the chief remembrancer of the 
id Court of Exchequer that it appears, from the ſaid will of 
e faid Jane Bonnell, and from the faid decree of the ſaid Court 


he Exchequer, that the reſidue of the perſonal eſtate of the ſaid 
in, ane Bonnell is to be inveſted in the purchaſe of lands of inheri - 
y- nce, for the purpoſe of creating a fund for the relief of the diſ- 
nd eiſed widows of clergymen ; and that the ſaid teſtatrix hath by 
t- er ſaid will omitted to appoint any truſtees to carry into execu- 
f; on her charitable purpoſes, ſave only her perſonal repreſenta- 


ves; and it is humbly conceived that it will be impoſſible for 
ch perſonal repreſentatives to carry into execution a truſt of 
nds of inheritance that is to have perpetual continuance 
herefore it becomes neceſſary to have the aid of parliament for 
urying into effect the truſts of the ſaid will, and therefore pray- 


id g relief, 

he * : 

nl A petition of Elizabeth Molloy, keeper of the Parliament- 
er ouſe, was preſented to the Houte and read, ſetting forth that 
l, e Care of the new buildings on the Houſe of Commons ſide, 
1 as devolved on the petitioner during the intervals of parliament 


nce the year i777, without any proviſion being made for coals, 
andles, ſervants, or any other neceſſary for the care of it; that 
ne petitioner received the two firſt ſeſſions after the building was 
Iniſbed 100l. each ſeſſion, but during the intervals of the three 
alt ſetlions ſhe has received no recompence whatever; that great 
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alterations are now making, and new ſtoves conſtrued to an; 
the Houſe always aired z and therefore praying that the Hou 
will take the ſame under conſideration, and make her ſuch recorilY 
pence as to them ſhall ſeem expedient for the time paſt, and 3 
orders fot her future conduct. 8 1 


A petition of Paul Le Bas, examinator of the premiums pil 
for bringing of corn, meal, flower and malt by inland carriage ig 


Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth s ar | 
in the act paſſed in the ſeſſion of parliament 175%, a ſalary wil f 
appointed for the perſon who diſcharged the ſaid employment * 


that ſince the pailing of ſaid act the very great increaſe of the b 
ſineſs ma kes it neceſſary to employ clerks to aſſſt therein, 4 
payment of which nearly equals the ſalary allowed in the (1 
ct 3 that the ſum vored by the Houſe is the only allowance 
petitioner has to pay theſe clerks ; and therefore praying aid. 


Sir Joux Bi.aQuiee preſented a bill for conſolidating ina 
one law, extending and rendering more effectual the power 
granted by ſcvetal acts of parliament for paving, cleanſing an 
lighting the city cf Dublin, and for other purpoſes reſpecting t. 
fame 3 for repealing the ſeveral ads and clauſes of acts ther 
mentioned, and for the more effeEually paving, cleanſing a: 
lighting the ſquares, ſtreets, lanes, courts, alleys, quays, bridge 
and other places within the limits of the circular or environ 
road. whether within the county of Dublin, or within the cit 
and county of the city of Dublin, and the liberties thereot (cr 
cępt {uch ſtreets and other places as are therein excepted) and far 
making ſewers, and ereQting fountains and conduits for the uſe d 
the poor, and for preventing and removing annoyances, obſttudi- 
ons and nuifances within the ſame. 

He ſaid, as this bill not only affects the public at large, but eve 
ry perſcn individually, I ſhall aſk the indulgence of the Hout 
while J enter into a ſhort explanation of its principle and intent 
I rake this opportunity in a full Houſe, from having obſerved that 
committees are aot very cloſely attended; for as I mean nothin; 


| but what is fair, and what I truſt will prove acceptable not ne. 
| parliament only, but to the public at large, I wiſh to have it v OF 
| generaily underſtocd as pollible, ſhi 
; I claim no merit in this buſineſs, but ſo much as falls to th ie 
| ſhare of every private gentleman who engages fairly in any under ta 


taking for the benefit of the public, and purſues it diligently u : 
the beſt of his ability. The acts which I have attempted to dige W! 


and conſolidate are nine; in whatever point | may have failed, thi 
I ſnall hope for the aid of the many learned gentiemen I fee around an 
me; and I beg leave to ſay, that it would prove of infinite ad- att 


vantage to the nation, if lawyers would lend a little attention t en 
that enormous grievance, the multiplicity of our ſtatutes. O 
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any ſubjects there are great numbers of laws, often contra- 


108i ory and always intricate, ſo that it becomes very difficult for 

eco man of plain ſenſe to know at all times whether he is acting in 
oi onformity to law or not. 

9 In the bill I have now the honour to preſent, tho? there is 

uch new matter, there is nothing offenſive ; nothing that trench- 

* 1 Ws upon the rights of any perſon or perſons, nor ſhall there ever 

982 J Ne in any bill that I ſhall bring forward. It levies no new tax, 


or by my conſent ſhall it. Nay, it is my intention to reſtore to 
Fc city a right they formerly poſſeſſed, that of cleaning the 
_—_ rcets. In this, and every other part, it is my with to make 


ie he bill ſo acceptable, that I expect the aid and concurrence of 
* e city repreſentatives. 

1 I have another object, which is to include all places within 
Ce th he circular-road in the regulations which this bill propoſes to 
? ſtabliſn; but it will not be ſuppoſed that this can be effected 
g int ithout a continuance of the aids which grand juries have uſu- 
overly granted for thoſe places. If ſuch aids ſhall in future be 
12 anWranted, I can ſafely promiſe that the commiſſioners will pave 
ng tand light the approaches to this metropolis, as far as the circulat- 
beta ond, and alſo make convenient and handſome raiſed footways 
g ann each ſide of the roads for that extent. 


I alſo propoſe to extend the uſe of broad wheels for ſeven miles 
ound Dublin, and that all gentlemen and farmers ſhall be obliged 
to have ſoals of four inches to their carts and cars; as alſo that 
hey ſhall be numbered, and the name of the owner painted on 
each, for which a licence ſhall be taken out at the Foundling 
Hoſpital, at half a crown expence per annum. This is ſo ſmall 
a ſum that it cannot be called a tax, and yet it will raiſe no leſs 
than 5ool, a year for that moſt excellent charity, I am particu- 
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it ere larly deſirous of introducing the uſe of broad wheels amongſt gen- 
Fou temen and farmers, becauſe | am convinced that the good con- 
tent dition of our ſtreets is owing to the poor labouting carters being 
d tha under it already, . 


othin? 
not t5 
e it a 


Another regulation ſhould be, the doubling of the fine for 
neglect of ſweeping before our doors. As it ſtands, it has no 
operation; moſt of our ſervants would riſque: the payment of a 
ſhilling, rather than take the trouble of {weeping the foot paſ- 
lage. I would alſo wiſh to have two of our officers made con- 
ſtables ex offici2, to levy the fines, 


to the 
unde 


xtly 10 Now, Sir, one word as to the paving board itſelf, The Houſe 
dige will recollect the conſtitution of this little board, upon which 
failed, the public have been ſo liberal in encomium. It conſiſts of almoſt . 
wound an equal number of direQors and commiſſioners. The direQors 
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„ O 


attend as often as they can; the commiſſioners muſt attend to 
entitle them to payment; and indeed they have attended every 
day. They were at firſt appointed to ſuperintend the pavement, 
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only 3 the lighting has ſince been added, and how they have 8 


aQed the public is witneſs. I am not the mericorious man, tis 
to the commi:Foners you owe the brilliant appearance of your Will 
city. It was propoſed at firſt, that they ſhould only attempt to 
light in the improved manner two or three ſtreets every year, till 
in time the whole city ſhould be lighted, but in lefs than four 1 
months they had compleated the principal ſtreets of the Whole Z 
city, and the ſaving was aſtoniſhing. l A 

I afſure the Houſe that I am not ſtimulated by friendſhip to 
ſpeak thus of the commiſſioners, 1 only wiſh to render them juſ- 
tice, The dangerous combination that for a while diſturbed the 
city, was overcome by their ailiduity. I acknowledge that gen- 
tlemen in adminiſtration gave every aid, and to their exerttons [ 
attribute that many more lives were not loſt, 

J ſhall now ſtate to the Houſe a compariſon of the expences of 
paving, cleanſing and iti between the years 1782 and 
1785 3 and firſt in the article of paving : 


In 1785 there were paved 398,000 ſquare yards, at 4d. 


_— 
wy 
> 
* 
4 


a yard, which makes — 66 zo 
In 1782 it coſt 743d. a yard, which came to — 12449 whe 
— fore 
Sa the ſaving in that article is _— — 5810 
— the 
The coſt of cleanſing in 1782 was — 3035 caſ 
in 1785 but — — 2201 diſt 
rail 
The ſaving in that article is — —— L. 834 * 
the 
In the article of lighting, in the year 1782 there were in the ſha 
city of Dublin but 2247 lamps, there are now 1066 the former me 
expence was il. 12s. a lamp—the preſent js but 148. 9d.— The wo 
number of lamps at preſent would coſt for lighting, at the former | 
charge, the ſum of _ — "6. 4930 1 
At the preſent expence they coſt but — — #7800 a 
3 f 
Saving in this article — _ 95 34 if 


ſex 


So the ſavings in the three articles, of paving, clean- 
ſing and lighting, amount to the fuumof — L. 16105 * 
Not for one year only, but anually for ever. 


The Houſe muſt ſee that men who labour ſo effeQually for . 
the public are entitled to reward ; the only reward I defire for * 
them, and which I ſhalf not move myſelf, but hope the Houſe 8 
will think juſt, is, that they may be enabled to — 1 their object ” 
with increaſing aſſiduity, and when the bill comes before the rc 


committee, and that part is read where the number of days they 


rn G1 

ee to ſit is to be ſtated, that inſtead of filling up the blank with 
e Mhe word three, the word ſix may be inſerted. 
| ny Mr. STewarT (of the county of Donegal) ſaid he roſe to 
IP ake a motion relative to that part of the revenue bill which di- 
t - es the judges of aſſize to nil all preſentments where the grand 
N W ucies refuſe to preſent the penalties on private ſtills. Ke ſaid 
ws when he had preſented the petition of the grand jury of the coun- 


y Tyrone, gentlemen in office had deſired him to defer the ſub- 
Nea until the great revenue bill ſhould come before the Houſe ; 
ot, conſiſtent with his intention of remedying the evil complained 
of before the next allizes, it was impoſſible for him to conſent to 
hat delay, as the length of time requiſite to the paſſing of the 
Woreat revenue bill would carry the Houſe at leaſt to the time of 
che aſſizes commencing, if not till they were over, and the coun- 
Wer y would again experience the inconvenience it had ſuffered in the 
laſt aſſi zes. He ſaid that he believed there were many gentle- 
men in the Houſe who had not conſidered, or perhaps read the 
clauſes complained of. For their information he deſired they 
might be read by the clerk at the table. 

hey were accordingly read, and are to this effect: That 
whenever a private ſtill be diſcovered, and legally condemned be- 
fore the chief commiſſioners of his Majeſty*s revenue, if in Dub- 
lin, or the ſub=commiſſioners for the diſtrict, if in any other part of 
the kingdom, that then the ſaid chief or ſub commiſſioners, as the 
caſe may be, ſhall certiſy the ſame, and the grand jury of the 
diſtrict ſhall preſent a fine of 20l. for each ſtill ſo condemned, to be 
raiſed and levied on the inhabitants of the town-land or parith, as 
the caſe may happen, where ſuch ſtill ſhall be found; and in caſe 
the ſaid grand jury ſhall neglect to preſent the ſame, that then it 


the ſhall not be lawful for the going judge of aſſize to hat any preſent- 
Net ment of ſaid grand jury for roads, bridges, or other public 
he works.” 

ner 


Mr. SrEwWART.—It appears that the grand juries are directed 
to find preſentments without enquiry, and to levy great ſums of 
money upon the public. I beg gentlemen will recollect the gath 
of a grand juror; he ſwears tnat he will diligently enquite; and 
if ſo, to compel him to preſent without enquiry, is in my mind 
ſevere, unjuſt and unconſtitutional z it is degrading to the office of 
a grand juror, for ſurely nothing can be mere ſo than to make him 


2. ſubſervient to ſub- commiſſioners. The grand jury of the county 
c cf Tyrone put the matter in a fair light—in their petition they 
* ſay, „they feel the utmoſt concern at being commanded by the 
0 law to act implicitly under the ſab-commillioners certificate, 
* which they deem incompatible with their oaths, and are there- 
-” fore determined rather to ſubmit to the ſeverity of ſecing their 


roads, bridges and other public works run to ruin, than at in a 
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manner inconſiſtent with that ſacred obligation.” Yet there is no: 
amongſt them a man who has not the ſtrongeſt abhorrence of the 
clandeſtine diſtillery, and would not exert his utmoſt influence to 
ſuppreſs it. | | . 
At the laſt aſſizes of the county of Tyrone, there were, among 
ſeveral others, five fines together brought before the grand jury to 
be preſented ; a gentleman of character and property went before WE 
the jury, and offered to prove that they were obtained by a col. Wi 
luſion between the private diſtiller and the revenue officer. "The 
grand jury reported the matter in court, and requeſted the judge 
would {wear the gentleman as ta the fact, but the judge declincd 
it, alledging that he had no power to do ſo, and withal told 
them that they muſt find the preſentment for theſe fines. It waz 
impoſſible with this evidence before them, that the grand jury, 
conſiſtent with their oath, could find theſe preſentments, and the 
conſequence was, that the judge was obliged to nil every other 
-preſentment they had made. Now I aſk, is there a gentleman in 
this Houſe who can think this grand jury acted wrong, or who 
does not feel for the inconveniencies the country ſuifers from 
their conſcientious adherence to their oath ? 
Before I make a motion, I wiſh to know if any gentleman in 
office has thought of a remedy for this grievance ? If they have 
I] am willing to leave the ſubject in their hands. 


Mr. BexesForD.—The honourable gentleman defires to know 
whether we have any remedy to propole for that part of the late 
revenue act of which he complains. I fpeak for myſelf, and 1 
believe I may ſpeak for all the gentlemen at the revenue board, 
that we have no view in the clauſes that have been read, but the 
due collection of the revenue; and if any thing is propoſed that 
can anſwer as effectually, we will with the greateſt readineſs and 
pleaſure adopt it; but 1 never will recede trom the principle of 
thoſe clauſes, which is to make it the intereſt of the inhabitants 
of every neighbourhood to expel private ſtills from amongſt them, 
The honourable gentleman may be aſſuted that the revenue bill 
will be brought on as ſoon as poſſible, and then he will be at li- 
berty to offer any remedy. | 


Mr. ST EwART.— As the revenue bill cannot, J am perſuaded, 
be brought in early enough to prevent the repetition of the in- 
conveniencies ſome parts of the country have already experienced, 
1 will move you, Sir, 

That leave be given to bring in a bill to repeal ſuch parts of 
the revenue bill as make it unlawful for a judge to bat the preſent- 


ments of a grand jury that may neglect to pretent any fine tor pri- T 
vate ſtills.“ | 7 
167 


Mr. BexesronD,—Although I have deelared myſelf ready 
to concur with the honourable gentleman in any plan which, 
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erving the principle of the preſent ac and a due regard to the 
ection of the revenue, ſhall appear likely to remove the com- 
ints now made, yet I never can agree to the motion now made. 
zink it improper and unneceſſary, and I believe it is unprece- 


net þ ted; it takes for granted that the principle of the clauſe is a 
„to! principle, and ought to be repealed—a point I never will 
"Ins 2 up. I need not ſtate the neceſſity of coercive laws to pre- 
vol. t private diſtilling; every one knows how deſtructive that 

Rice is to the fair trader, to manufacture, to agriculture, to 
dee if merce, and to the revenue of the kingdom; for remedy of 
ned ſe evils, the clauſe was ſuggeſted by an honourable gentleman, 
old in the revenue line, and has been found to produce very good 
* Gs. The idea of ſuch a clauſe had indeed been often menti- 


ed to the commithoners before, but they waited till fame mem- 

, unconneCted with the revenue, ſhould perceive the neceſſity 

ſuch a regulation, and propoſe it in parliament, —At firſt juries 

| not think the law compulſory (though I always thought it 

s) and therefore negleed to preſent, but in the next ſeſſion 

> Houle thought proper to alter and amend the law into its pre- 

t form, and now there is good reaſon to believe it will produce 

ery effect that was intended. 

The honourable gentleman thinks the clauſe an infringement on 

> rights and conſtitution of grand juries, I beg he will conſider, 
iether this ancient conflitution allowed them to raiſe money on 

ſubject at all or no, and he will find, that until the revolution 

ey ncver poſſeſſed it, and that almoſt immediately after the re- 

lution, that is, in the ſeventh year of the reign of William III. 

aw was pa{led, mandatory on grand juries, to preſent ſums of 
oney in the caſe of robberies, &c.—-I¶Sce 5 William 3, chap. 24. 
The preſent law cannot therefore be deemed unconttitutional as 
grand juries, nor an innovation on their rights. | 

Bur the 5th William III. chap. 24, is not the only law manda- 
ry upon grand juties. In the 8th Ann. chap. 2, they are com- 
led to preſent for the ſtipend allowed to pepiſh prieſts con- 
rming to the church of England, In the 17th Geo. II. chap 10, 
ey are compelled to preſent for the rewards allowed to perſons 
r deſtroying otters, martins, and other vermin, In the 5th Geo. 
. Chap 20, they ate required to preſent for county infirmaries. 
another act they are compelled to preſent for building gaols, 
d in another for indemnifying perſons who ſhall proſecute ſuch 
oters as interrupt the tranſportation of corn ſrom one place to 
other; and in this caſe the judge is directed to ref aſe his fiat to 
eir other preſentmeats, it tuey negle& to comply wich the law. 
The honourable gentleman complains, that grand juries ate ob- 
ged to preſent without enquiry, and contrary to their oath.— 
Here Mr, Beresford read the oath,]—From the oath it appears 
bat they are well and diligently to enquice concerning all things 
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given them in charge, and without fear or favour preſent all thin 
pretentable, and no other, No v what ſays the revenue law ?- 
why, that certain matters fall be given them in charge, and th 


they ſhall preſent according to the law of the land. Who cf b 
think it a hardſhip to comply with what he is bound to do by fuc 
oath ? ber 

The honourable gentleman has mentioned ſome caſe which h 
pened in the county of Tyrone, It does not appear that the ge vo 
tleman he ſpoke of was ſworn, and if he had, it would on 
prove that the town-land wherein the private diſtiller who ne 
tered into a colluſion with a revenue officer, carried on his trad: tha 
ought to be mulcted for not diſcovering that diſtiller, I belier: the 

indeed, that colluſion very often exiſts ; but that colluſion is be far 
tween the officer and the imuggler, and againſt the crown. ref 

If, however, gentlemen will ſhew how the intention of the l fac 
can be eſfectually carried into execution in any other manner, "0 
{ball have no objection to the alteration z and if fo, I think th * 
revenue bill may be brought forward time enough to prevent ti: 
inconveniencies gentlemen complain of, 1 

The Honourable Dev NIS Btowne ſaid he wiſhed for an alte _ 
ation in the law. No leſs than zool. were demanded as fines | qu 
the county he repreſented. He thought, however, the revenu * 
bill the place to correct this evil, and was of opinion that bil wi 
might be brought forward time enough to prevent any inconveni- w. 
encies at the enſuing aſſizes. 

Mr. Bao w-N LOW. -I would moſt chearfully co-operate with hi H 
Majeſty's commiſoners in ſuppteſſing private ſtills, which I look ge 
upon to be the bane of induſtry, of trade and manufactures, and * 
the deſtrudtion of every modeſt and religious principle amongſt the ict 
lower claſs of our countrymen. I am ſure this nation never ca 7 
flouriſh till the propenſity to drunkenneſs is abated—the mean ob 
rendered more difficult, When this bill was introduced laſt feſſ- pr 
on, every inconvenience that has ſince ariſen was foreſeen and of 
foretold, vet gentlemen now ſay, it will be time enough to diſcul* ſit 
it when the revenue bill comes in but ſhall we in the mean lid * 
ſuffer all our public works to go to ruin? 

Notveichſtanding the many aQts quoted by the right honourable 
gentleinan, the law is, in my opinion, ditectly repugnant to the of 
02th t a grand juror, and if any act ſeems to countenance the th 
practice of compelling juries, that act ſnould be rather altered * 
than ſtrengthened by a new precedent, for even in criminal cal! _— 
grand jurits policls a deliberative power. * 

I. have the higheſt opinion of the gentlemen who now compoſe 
the revenue board, and believe they would wiſh to act as much 2 ge 
Poillble agreeable tu their fellow ſubjeds, yet J cannot perceive in 
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the propriety of deferring this queſtion to be diſcuſſed in the reve- 
nue bill, 


Mr. MonTGomeryY (of Cavan) ſaid he never had heard 
ſuch an idea as that of fining a county for any thing leſs than rob- 
bery or murder He hoped private diftilling was not a crime of 


bo black a dye, and he thought the proper way to prevent it 
get would be by an act for lowering the duty. 
onh Mr. O'Hana.—The laws to which the right honourable gen- 
8 tleman has alluded, bear much leſs analogy to revenue matters 
Tags than he ſeems to think, and as to that which regards robberies, 
eve there is a fair trial whether the party was robbed or not, and what 
5 de ſum he loſt; and after all J am of opinion the grand jury may 
refuſe to preſent for him if they are not perfectly ſatisfied of the 
* fact. But beſides the objections now made againſt the revenue 
er, 


law, there are many others which ſhew the neceſſity of bringing 
in the bill propoſed. 


Mr. Mo. ynevx ſaid that when the clauſe was before the 
Houle laſt year, it then met his approbation—it met his approba- 
tion now—the morals of the people were hurt by the too fre- 
quent uſe of whiſkey. He ſaid the delicacy of a grand jury 
muſt yield to the poſitive act of parliament; every gentleman 
| who ſerved on grand juries knew that jobs were carried there as 
Vent well as in that Houſe, | 


Sir HexcuLEs LancrisHeE ſaid that both ſides of the 


th bi Houſe agreed in the neceflity of preventing private diſtillery ; 
| look gentlemen only differed in the mode—the motion went to prevent 
„ And a diſcuſſion of the clauſe—it was a motion of determination in 
alt th itſelf—it went to run a race with another. bill, where the evil 
er ca complained of might poſſibly be redreiſed. There was another 
©. objection he had to the motion, which was that it deſtroyed one 


princtple without ſubſtituting another. It was the duty and wiſh 
of gentlemen in office to attend to every complaint, and if poſ- 


ſible to provide a remedy z but this motion was irregular and in- 
effectual. 


Mr. BxownLow.—T apprehend ſome mi ſtake has ariſen, The 
object of bringing in the bill is to give opportunity for diſcuſſing 
the ſubject, but if gentlemen will promiſe that no more informa- 
tions ſhall go forward till after the paſſing of the great revenue bill, 
we on this fide are latisfied to debate the merits of the queſtion 
when that bill comes before the Houſe. 


Mr. Mason. lt would, in my opinion, be very improper for 
gentlemen in office to pledge chemſel ves not to enforce the exiſt- 
ing law; but thus far I am ready to go:—lf when the revenue 


bill comes before the Houſe, the clauſe objected to ſhall be firuck 
Vor. VI. E 


n and 
1{culs 
1 tiche 


arable 
to the 
ce the 
1 tered 
caſes 


mpoſe 
ach 3! 
receive 


= 


66 PARLIAMENTARY 


out, backed with the opinion of this Houſe, I think gentlemen 
in office may ſuſpend the operation of the clauſe until the revenue 
bill, ſo altered, ſhall paſs into a law, When! ſay this, I mean to 
be underſtood, that we never will deſert the principle of levying 
the tine on the town- lands, but if any other mode can be ſuggeſt- 
ed, without injury to the revenue, gentlemen in office, I am con- 
ttdent, will have no objection. 


Mr. Bezesronp.—l would not have any gentleman go away 
with an opinion that I will relinquiſh the clauſe in queſtion, if one 
as effeQual to the full is not ſubſtituted ; all that I have ſaid is, 
that the utmoſt diſpatch ſhall be given to the revenue bill, in or- 
der to bring the matter ſpeedily before the Houſe. It is confeſſed 
cn all hands that the private diftillery is the bane of the manu» 
facturer, the trader, and the landed gentleman, though ſome of 
them ſeem to think otherwiſe. An honourable friend of mine 
propoſes to deſtroy the private diſtillery by lowering the exciſe on 
{{irits; ſhould a bill to that effect be brought in, it ought to be 
entitled ** a bill for deſtroying the morals of the people.” The 
price of home-made ſpirits ought always to be kept as high as 
poilible, provided it did not amount to the price of foreign ſpirits. 
A little under the price of foreign ſpirits, but at the ſame time as 
| high as may be, ſo as to give our own produce a preference, 
ſhould be the rule. 


Mr. GxirriTHn.—Gentlemen on both ſides ſeem to agree in 
principle; what little difference there is as to mode may be ſettled 
when the ſubject is diſcuſſed, and the bill now moved will give 
that opportunity. Gentlemen on the other ſide ſeem to wilh to 
take advantage of this diſpoſition of the Houſe to preſs forward 
the revenue bill, which contains many clauſes that J hope never 
will be enacted. 


Mr. HoLmrts urged the neceſſity of keeping up the price of 
ſpirits, to avoid the total ruin of every religious and moral ptin- 
ciple among the people. 


Sir Hexeny HanTSTONGE gave his aſſent to the laſt honour- 
able gentleman's reaſoning, and adviſed to rely upon the candour 
and integrity of the commiſſioners of his Majeſty's revenue. 


Mr. Mook t ſaid he was of opinion that the acts quoted by Mr. 
Beresford ſhould rather be altered than have. any authority in 

forming a precedent, 

Mr. BextsrorD faid he at the preſent knew no method 
which could be equaily eſſectual with that complained of by the 
hanourable gentleman, and all that had been ſaid ſerved only to 
prove the neceſſity of it, and the difference of opinion on the 
jubjet. Gentlemen thought juries not right in finding preſent- 
ments under the law; he thought them not only juſtihable, but 
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abſolutely bound by their oath to preſent whatever the law made 
preſentable whenever it ſhould be given them in charge. 

As to what had been ſaid of preſſing forward the revenue bill, 
he ſuppoſed it was mere matter of courſe for gentlemen to ſpeak 
in that kind of ſtile when they roſe, and that they thought proper 
to throw as much dirt as poſſible upon men in office; a circum- 
ſtance that had no weight with him, being conſcious that he was 
as little capable as the perſon who uſed ſuch language of acting 
improperly. 


Mr. BOOK E ſaid he was of opinion that the clauſe was injuri- 
ous to the revenue. 


Mr. Gairriru.— Something alluding to me has been faid ; 
but Jaſſute the right honourable gentleman it is not my cultom to 
throw dirt I have not dirty hands. 


Lord Naas interrupted Mr. Griffith, and ſpoke to order. 


Mr. Gairriru.— I am convinced I muſt have ſaid ſomething 
I did not intend, or the right honourable gentleman muſt have 
miſapprehended me, or he could not have ſpoken as he has done. 
What I meant to fay was, that the revenue bill was of too much 
importance to be hurried, and therefore I was for diſcuſſing the 
merits of the clauſe complained of, by bringing in the bill pro- 

poſed by the honourable gentleman. 


: 5 i 

Mr. Srewanr withdrew his motion, upon an afſurance that 
£ the revenue bill ſhould be introduced as toon as polſible, and that 
: matters ſhould be conducted as Mr. Malton had propoſed. 

d 
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F WepwnesDay, FEBRUARY 1, 1786, 

5 Mr. Bex ESFTORD obſerved that in the laſt ſeſſion he had intro- 


duced a bill for amending the ballaſt- office act, but which had, 
with many other bills, fallen to the ground by the prorogation of 
the ſeſſion. In ſupporting that bill he had had occaſion to com- 
plain of the miſconduct of the ballaſt- office committee, but in con- 
ſidering the ſubjeQ further, he found this mi ſconduct was much 
greater than he imagined. A ſum of no leſs than 17,000). of the 
public money had been by them applied for entertainments to the 
lord mayor, and penſions and gratuities completed the account. 
He would, he ſaid, beg leave to read ſome of the items. 


Entertainments, — 4 
Penſions, _ — 10509 odd. 
Fees to clerks, — 200 odd. 
Charges for making abſtracts to be laid before this 

Houle, 200 odd, 
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Payments, without any cauſe atligned, — 56 
Surdries, — — 16 
Officers ſalaries, contrary to law, — 4300 


With many other articles. 


To prevent, therefore, ſuch abuſes of a public truſt in future, he 
moved for leave to bring in a bill to amend the ballaſt-oftice act. 


Mr. HaxTLEv—l do not think this a proper time to enter in- 
to the merits of the bill moved by the right honourable gentleman, 
but I pray the Houſe to ſuſpend its opinion on what has been juſt 
now mentioned, until the particulars are duly ſtated, and evidence 


heard upon them. I ſhall only for the preſent obſerve, that the 


ſam of pool. ſaid to have been expended upon entertainments, was 
the groſs amount of a number of years, when according to ancient 
cuſtom, (a cuſtom in London and in other great ports) they went 
annually to viſit the works; and of which entertainments the go- 
vernors of this kingdom have ſometimes partaken, the lords juſ- 
tices having been of thoſe parties. As to the officers not approved 
by government, it appeared on a former occaſion that the only 
one on whom gentlemen had laid their finger, was found, upon in- 
veſtigation, to be a very neceſſary and uſeful officer. 


The Honourable DexN1s BxowxNe ſaid, ſince laws were made 
for every degree, he hoped the cenſures caſt upon the ballaſt- office, 
and the ſtrict enquiry made into their aftairs, were but preludes to 
enquiries equally ſtrict into other departments. If fo, he would 
reſt ſatisfied, convinced that other departments required reforma- 
tion as much as the ballaſt- office. 


Mr. BexesrorD.—The account is taken up only from the 
year 1763—T have reaſon to think that had it gone farther back, 
it would have appeared worſe; and the reaſon I did not go farther 
back is, that all the accounts antecedent to that period were loſt. 

The damage the harbour has received from the miſconduct of 
the ballaſt-office is infinite, Some time ſince they applied to have 
an officer legally appointed at a ſalary of 6ol. a year, to do the 
duty of two officers whom they had illegally appointed at 951. a 
vear each. The duty of theſe two officers was to ſee that the 
gabbards drudged their ballaſt ſo as to deepen the channel where 
moſt wanted. How did they perform this duty? Why, by never 
going on the water at all. They ordered the poor gabbard-men to 
bring their gabbards to the fide of the quay, where they examined 
whether they were loaded or not; they were then to go to the 
part of the harbour where the veſſels wanting ballaſt lay, often- 
times to the place from whence the ballaſt had been drudged, and 
there deliver it. by this means, not unfrequently, two, three, 
four, or even ſix tides have been loſt, to the great interruption ct 
tage, 
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As to the money which the committee borrowed illegally, but 
certainly with good intention, I ſhall not dwell much on that head; 
it has been only a loſs of 12,008]. to the nation. 


Mr. HaxTLEY—l hope I ſhall not be thought an advocate for 
improper conduct in any man, or body of men; all ] defire is, that 
opinion may be ſuſpended until the committee heve an opportuni- 
ty of defending themſclves. 


Leave was given to bring in the hill. 


A peti:ion of Henry Smyth, deputy paymaſter of the premiums 
granted for the inland and canal cuniage of corn, malt and flour 
to the city of Dublin, praying recompence for his care, trouble and 
expence in his office, was preſented to the Houſe and read. 


A petition of Henry Gore, Eſq; examinator of cuſtoms, was 
preſented to the Houle and read; praying the Houſe, as uſual, to 


take his ſervice and expence into conſideration. 


A petition of John Wetherall, the elder, aſſiſtant examinator of 
cuſtoms, was preſented to the Houſe and read; praying ſuch re- 
ward for his labour as they ſhall think fir, | 


— — — 


Tnuxspax, FEBRUARY 2, 1786. 


The committee on the public accounts ſat, Mr. Maſon in the 
chair. 


Mr. Conxy took notice that in the accounts there was the 
ſum of 80,0001. charged, for which there was no other document 
than the bare ſtating that it had been paid purſuant to the King's 
letters: He ſaid the committee ſhould have received ſatisfaction 


in reſpect to every particular, He made ſeveral other obſerva- 
tions on the public accounts. - 


The Houſe went into a committee on rhe bill for the improve- 
ment and opening of paſſages in the city of Dublin, Mr. Caldwell 
in the chair, —\V hen the clerk came to a clauſe for pulling down 
old and decayed houſes, where robbers and houſe-breakers ge- 
nerall y reſorted, 


Mr. Haves ſaid the clauſe required conſideration, as the in- 
tereſt of the proprietors of ſuch houſes might be very materially 
affected; he therefore moved, that the chairman do report 
progreſs; which was agreed to. 


A petition of John Smart, deputy accountant-general, was 
preſented to the Houſe and read, praying the Houle to take his 
labour into conſideration, | 
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A petition of Ichn Swan, examinator of exciſe, was preſented 
to the Houſe and read, praying the Houſe to order him the utual 
compenſation. 


Mr. HazxT1i.ey preſented a petition of the corporation or pre- 
ſident and aſſiſtants inſtituted for the relicf of the poor in the coun- 
ty of the city of Dublin, under their common feal, ſetting torth 
that the charitable inſtitution cf which the petitioners are the di- 
rectors has operated extenſively, and with gicat and maniteft ad- 
vantage to this city in ſeveral refpett:, particularly in affording 
immediate relief to all helpleſs objects, without laying ſuch under 
a neccility of procuring any recommendations, fo that in effect it 
is ſupplemental to every other charity, not only within its juriſ- 
diction, but through the whole kingdom; that from the 5th of 
November, 173, when the houſe of induſtry was opened, to 
the 25th of December, 1785, the number of blind and infirm 
maintained, lunatics confined, and perſons relieved in caſes or 
temporary ſickneſs, and reitored to uſeful labour, and ſturdy va- 
gabonds and ſtrolling proſtitutes puniſhed according to law, 
amounted in the whole to twenty-five thouſand nine hundred 
and fifry-{even z that the average number from the 25th of De- 
cember, 1704, to the 25th of December, 1785, was one thou- 
ſand two hundred and {cventy-nine, the expence of maintaining 
and clothing whem (buildings and repairs, houſe-rent, officers 
falarics, and ail contin_encies included) amounted to the ſum of 
oil. gs. 6d. that the number in ſaid houſe on the 25th of 
December, 1785, was in the whole one thouſand three hundred 
and hiry-f1-, viz, 

659 Intirm and incurable. 

83 Lunatic. 
24 Blind. 
102 In the hoſpital. | 
> ( Employed at manufaQures, and in the ſervile work 
453 oy 
ſ of the houſe. 


— 
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That on the 30th of January, 1786, the number increaſed to one 
thouſand four hundred and ninet\-tivez that on the 25th of De- 
cemder, 1735, the balance in the hands of John La T ouche, 
Eſq; trealurcr, was 8461. 3s. dd. only; that the petitioners 
obterve, with concern, a vaſt encreaſe of offenſive vagrants in 
this city, ariſing, as they apprehend, from the very imperfect 
police cf the fame, and principally from want of an eſſectual houle 
or houſes of correction; that the pretent buildings in channe!- 
row are utterly untit for the purpotes of properly ſeparating and 
clatiing the poor ; that ſeveral of them are now in a molt ruinous 
condition; that the tenure of the ſame is expired, and petitioners 
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are confined by the preſent. act of partiament to a quantity of 
ground inſufficient for their purpoſes ; and tabmitting the above 
conſiderations to the witdom and humanity of parlament; cx» 

refling their readineſs to continue their attention and Care 11 te- 
lieving all the helpleſs poor, fo as to leave no real cauſe for tircer- 
begging, whenever the legillatute ſhail judge expedient to grant 


n them a building adapted to ihe diſcrimination cf the different 
claſſes of paupers, and to appoint ſome more effectual mode of 
f ſeizing and puniſhing ſturdy vagtants and ſtrolleg provmutcs, 
- for whom at preſent no lock hotpital or place of corte is 
A provided, 

— 
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A petition of certain inhabitants of the county of Donegal, con- 


a tizuous to the fiſhing coaſt of the ſaid courty, was pretented and 
v, read, ſetting forth that great ſnoals of hetrings, cod, ling, hake, 
2d and other iſh annually retort to various ports and creeks all along 
= the coaſt of the ſaid county at different ſeaſons of the year, and 
u- where many veſſels aſſemble for the purpoſe of curing fiſh z that 
ng the ſhoals of herrings make their appearance in the greateſt quan- 
18 tity during the winter months, and entcr the ſeveral hays and 
of inlets, which renders it neceſſary to carry on the fiſhery by boats 
of that the uſual method followed is for the veſſels reſorting to that 
ed WF coaſt to purchaſe the fiſh taken by the boats of the country; that 


for vant of a ſufficient number of boats for the purpoſe of hiking, 
that demand cannot be ſupplied, and from the great eagerneſs of 
the owners of veſſels to make up their cargoes, the price of the 
freſh herrings is frequently raiſed beyond what they can produce 
at a foreign market when cured z that from want of a proper eſta- 
ork bliſament of refineries of ſalt, and ftores to depoſit foreign ſalt, 
from want of convenient buildings to cure the ſiſn, and cooper 
to prepare the catks, no opportunity offets of curing the fiſi that 
reſort thither at other ſeaſons than in the months of November, 
December, and January, when the veiicls on bounty attend for 


one that purpoſe; that the petitioners, highly ſenſible of the advan- 
De- tages that may accrue from the grant made by the Houſe in the 
he, lait ſeſſion of parliament to encourage the north-welt fiſhery, hope 
\ers that a further aid, on ſimilar conditions, may be extended to them, 
in in order to further this great national object, ſubject to the l. ke 
ſect regulations and reſtrictions as the Houle in their great wiſdom and 
zule prudence ſhall preſcribe, to be regularly accounted fur to par- 


nel- liament. ; 


A petition of John Tydd, Eſq; pavmaſter of the premiums 
granted for the inland and canal carriage of corn, malt, and flour 
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to the city of Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe and read, 
pray ing fuch ſum as the Houſe (ball think fit, for his ſervices and 
expences in the execution of his office. 


Read a ſecond time the bill for paving, lighting and cleanſing 
the city of Dublin. 


Mr. Cal rwe ll obſerved that this being a bill of very great 
importance to every inhabitant of Dublin, and ſeeming to claſh 
with the acts by which a corporation was impowered to open 
the avenues, it required ſome time for conſideration, and theretore 
he hoped ſome reaſonable length of time would be allowed ſor 
its diſcuſſion. 

Mr. GR1FFI1TH urged, beſides the foregoing reaſon, that it 


veſted the commithioners with very great power of levying taxes, 
and therefore required mature deliberation. 


Mr. O'Neir ſaid he wiſhed the right honourable gentleman 
who introduced 1t could have contrived to make it a httle more 
explicit. As it appeared to him, from having heard the brief 
read, it was extremely complicate and prolix, inſomuch that his 
underftanding was not ſufficiently comprehenſive to decide upon 
ſuch a voluminous body of matter, in the ſhort time that parlia- 
mentary form allowed for conſideration ; neither was his memory 
ſufficiently ſtrong to carry it away, that he might conſider it at 
home; he for theſe reatons wiſhed that time might be allowed to 
underitand the bill, and if not incompatible with parliamentary 
rule, that the brief might be printed. | 


Lord LuTTRELL ſaid it had been his intention in the abſence 
of his right honourable friend, Sir John Blaquiere, to move for the 
committal of the bill for Wednelday next, but that to allow every 
opportunity for diſcuſſion, he would alter that intention, and 
move for its being committed for Monday ſe'nnight. 


The SyrtakeR informed the Houſe that there was not in his 
recollection any precedent of printing the brief of a bill. 


Mr. O'Ne1t thereupon moved, that the bill itſelf be print- 
ed, which was ordered accordingly. 


The Houſe then went into the committee of accounts, 
Mr. Maſon in the Chair. 


Mr. Courxy moved ſeveral reſolutions, formed on a number of 
extracts from the journals of 1975, 1750, and 1785, and pur- 
porting to draw a compariſon between the expences of govern- 
ment at theſe different periods. He ſaid, as he did not wiſh to 
haraſs gentlemen with a multiplicity of figures, he had confined 
himſelf co ten years; and as he knew how irkſome the examination 
of accounts was, he propoſed that theſe reſolutions ſtand upon 
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the journals as a brief abſtract of the compariſon he deſired to 
make, that ſo being brought within a narrow point of view, gen- 
lemen might be the better able to judge of the propriety of the 
eſtimates for the enſuing year, and ſee in what degree the increaſe 


of the national reſources kept pace with the increaſe of her ex- 
pences. 


The CnanceLLot or THE Excutquenr faid he ohjected 
both to the form and matter of the retolutions propoſed. "The order 
of the Houſe under which the committee fat, was t3 inveſtigate 
the accounts laid before them, and to report thetr opinion thereon. 
Under that order it would be improper to go back for a number 
of years, neither could any fair comparifon be made, as the cir- 
cumſtances of the country were every day changing. The fetlions 
of parliament having become annual, had induced an annual 
inſtead of a biennial expence. Additional judges, officers of the 
bank, the building a new cuſtom-houſe, additional revenue offi- 
cers, whoſe number mult increaſe as the trade of the country 
increaſes, were ail reaſons why the expenc-s of the latter period 
mutil be greater. Again, many of the rea{ons why the expences 
of former periods were leſs, mutt necetfarily be forgotten; one, 
however, occurred to hin. The honourable gentleman had 
ſtited a period of war and à period of peace. Every one knew 
that the expences of the military eitabliſhment in time of war were 
leſs than in t me of peace. Why? becauſe in time of war the 
troops were ablent on foreign ſervice, and not paid by this coun- 
try. There were doubtleſs many other reaſons, but no man being 
prepared to argue the affairs of 1775 or 4930, except the honour- 
able mover of the retolutions, he would not enter into them, nei- 
ther would he enter into any comparilon of pat expences with 
future eitimates, becauie it was utterly iinpoiſible ror any man 
to tell what future parliamentary grants would be. 


Mr. Coax replied, that what he had ſtated in the reſolutions 
was merely a trutin and matter of fact. He could not fee how 
his right honourable friend could deny part of it, though he could 
very well ſee that he mi gut be atraid co looł it in the face. 


The CuanceLi.ok of Tur Excutnuer.—Itis not neceſ- 
ſary to vote every matter of fact over and over again; we might 
as well re-vote the journals of the Houte for the laſt ten vears as 
thoſe parts the honourable geatleman has thought proper to fix 
upon. The prelenc :efolutions caſt an unjult cenſure on gentle- 
men in adiainiftration, without leaving it in their power to defend 
themlelves, and they may make falle impredions on the public 
mind, | 

The SecktTARY or STATE urged the utter impoſlibility of 
making any juſt compariſon between the three periods jutt men- 
toned, they not having the ſualleſt analogy to each other, 
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Mr. Bozcu (of Old-Town) denied the poſition, that the en. 
quiry of the committee ſhould not exceed beyond the preceding 
year. The committee was authoriſed to call for perſons and pa- 
pers indefinite; they might go back to any year, and it was their 
duty to do it, if thereby they thought that they could procure any 
advantage to the nation. 

It had been ſaid that the honourable gentleman, to whoſe 11. 
tour and ability the Houſe and the nation ſtood ſo much indebted, 
had taken up three periods totally irrelevant to each other, and 
which by any ingenuity could not be made to bear the leaſt analogy, 
For his part, he thought the honourable gentleman had acted 
fairly; he had taken a period after the war, 1775, a period 
flagraute belle, 1780, and a period after the war, 1785. 


Mr. Corry then produced ſeveral reſolutions on the journals 
of 1765 to prove that a compariſon of years, at a conſiderable 
diſtance from each other, had been made by the Houſe. He 
aſſured gentlemen that he had not aimed his enquiry unfairly at 
the preſent miniſtry ; but as he ſaw that the reſolutions would not 
now ſucceed, he gave notice that he would on a future day re- 
new the ſubject, and defired the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
would coniult the precedents, and make ſuch preparation to main» 
tam the credit of the preſent miniiters, as their inerits or his own 
ingenuity would enable him to do. He aſſured him that he had 
infinite reſpect for the gentlemen that ſat at the different boards, 
but in making a public enquiry he would diveſt himſelf of all 
perſonal regards, as dear bought experience had ſhewn uhis na- 
tion, that by her repreſentatives paying attention to perſonal re- 
gards and attachments, very great miſchiefs had ariſen. Perſonal 
regards had made political cowards of them all, and enterprizes 
of great pitch and moment, had often in that reſpect had their 
currents turned awry. 


Mr. Busnt faid he was confident neither the right honourable 
gentiewan [che Chancellor of the Exchequer] who had lately 
leſt the revenue board, nor any one who remained, would wince 
from any enguiry fairly carried on; but no government could pot- 
ſibly itand on its merits if matters were taken up in the manner 
propoſed by the reſolutions, Was it juſt, he aſked, to compare 2 
time of peace, when the troops were all at home and paid by 
this kingdom, with a time of war, when they were abroad, and 
paid by another country; if fo, ſaid he, then that miniſter, whom 
in the day of danger ſent all the troops away that had been main- 
tained when there was no danger, would appear the only cecono- 
mid of the public treaſure, and praiſe would follow where cen- 
ſure ought to fall; therefore this method of making compariſons 
is unjutt, and leads to talſe concluſions. It is not tufiictent that 
any thing is true, it ſhould be pointed and applicable. 


V 


luti. 
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Mr. Cor xy replied to Ar. Buſhe, and then the ſeveral reſo- 
lutions were put aud negativ ed without a diviſion. 


— 2 — — 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 1786. 


A petition of James King and Abraham Bradley King, printers 
to the Huule, was preſented to the Howie and read, ſetting 
Orth that the petitioners have printed the twenty-ſecond volume 
of the journals; that the colt of printing and binding five hun- 
dred copics of the ſaid vo.ume amounts to the ſum of 646l. 78. 
und therefore praying a grant of ſaid ſum, 


A perition of James King and Abraham Bradley King, printers 
to the Houſe, was pretented, praying recompence for printing 
three hundred and twenty {ets of the public accounts laid before 
the Houle this ſeſſion. 


A petition of Robert Neſbitt and company was preſented to the 
Houle and read, ſetting forth that a very beneficial trade may 
be eſtabliſhed between this kingdom and ſ-veral ports in the Medi- 
terranean, by ſending red herrings there, for which there is a con- 
ſtant demand, and bringing in return from thence filks, ſalt, wine, 
&c, that the export of red heriings from Great Britain is nearly 
equal to the export of white herrings; that hitherto no attempt 
has been made in this kingdom to participate of this very valuable 
branch of commerce; that the petitioners have expended near 
20001. in erecting ſinvax houſes, ſtores and yards. at S4lt-hill 
and Brucklaſs, in the county of Donegal, on the notth-weſt coalt 
of this kingdom, for curing, foring and hurreling red and whit 

herrings, which are adinicted to be ſuperior to any works of the 
kind in the Iſle of Man or any part of Great Britain, and have 
gone to a conſiderable expence in procuting from Engtand ſcilful 
perſons for carrying on, in the mot improved inanncr, this im- 
portant branch of trade z that the petitioners have expended in 
the purchaſe of ſbips, boats, ſtavcs, falt, lirewoud, &c. upwards 
of 2500]. that the petitioners did [att year make up and export to 
Lezliorn a cargo of red herrings, which were foid and highly 
approved cf at that market, add have now a large quantity in 
forwardneſs Sor ſaid market; that the petitioners have fince the 
intancy of the fiſhery on the notch- Ve coalt of this kingdom been 
deeply concerned in that trade, and have ever been the moſt for- 
ward in its improvement in al! itz various branches; that one of 
the petitioners was the firſt who ercQeyu, ut a very conſiderable 
expence, works for manutaQuring 12!t on the coaſt, in which 
he has been fince followed by many others, by means whereof 
large ſums have been ſaved to the nation, which was before ſup- 
plied at a gteat expence with fait from Great Etitain; and taat 
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the peticioners were the firſt who wade up barrels for barreling 
herrings on that coaſt, and who exported from thence herrings in 
barrels cured with Iriſh ſalt, at leaſt equal in quali:y to any fo. 
reign herrings; that the petitioners have incurred a very great 
expence, at a very great riſque, in opening a new channel of 
trade between this country and the ports of the Mediterranean, 


effect. 


The Ar rom N EY GTN TRAIL, preſented a bill for veſting the 
reſidue of the real and perſonal eſtates of Jane Bonnell, otherwiſe 
Conyngham, widow, deceaſed, in truſtees, for the purpoſes 
mentioned in her will and cedicil; which was received, and 
ordered to be read the rſt time on Monday morning next. 


Mr. B oO reported from the committee appointed to take 
into conſideration the petition of certain inhabitants of the county 
of Donegal, contiguous to the bſhing coaſt of the ſaid county, 
that they had proved their allegations, and deſerved the aid of 
pal liament. 


— — — 


Mo x DAY, Feervary 6, 1786. 


E. H. Pery, Eſq; returned member for the city of Limerick, 


in the room of Lord Pery, was introduced, {worn, and took his 
feat. 


A petition of Thomas, Patrick and Andrew O' Reilly, of the 
city of Dublin, was preſented to the Houle and read, ſetting 
forth that petitioners have expended in erecting milis and machinery 
at New Holland, on the low road to Lucan, above 12,000!. of 
their private property, where they have for ſome years carried on, 
in the moſt extenſive manner, the manufacture of iron wire and 
fcythes, moſt of which articles, by the ſanction, protection and 
bounty of parliament, with their own unremiting alliduity, is 
brought to the greareit degree of perfection, and being followed 
by others in their plan of induſiry, thote very uſeful articles 
are now made in ſufncient quantity, ſo as to prevent the necellity 
of importing them from England or elſewhere ; that pe:1tioners 
bez leave to ſtate to the Houle that this kingdom = depending on 
England for unwrought iron of a fit quality to uſe in che manu- 
faQture of iron wire, ſheet iron, and ſueet tin, and to Ruſſia and 
Sweden for iron for general uſes; from the latter places are annu- 
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Aly imported above 8000 tons, value 130, oool. ſterling, which 
is paid for in money, as Ruſſia and Sweden neither take manu- 
facture nor produce in return z that the petitioners beg leave par- 
ticularly to mention that the iron maſters in England have ever 
denied to ſupply fur exportation iron ſit for manufacturing into 
ſheet iron, or plates for tinning ; therefore, ſince the commence- 
ment of that manufacture in Ireland, foreign iron has been uſed, 
which being uncertain in its nature, is particularly waſteful in 
that manufacture; that the petitioners having now ſtated the pre- 
ſent ſituation of the iron trade, as it regards this kingdom, beg 
leave to mention that they have purchaſed from Thomas Tenifong 
Ela; a large tract of land in the Counties of Leitrim and Roſ- 
common, with its royalties, ſituated on the banks of the Shannon, 
and within fourteen miles of the port of Sligoz on theſe grounds 
there is an inexhauſtible fund of iron ore, pit coals, fire clay, fire 
ſtone and furnace ſand, all of which are cf the very beſt quality, 
which the petitioners have proved to their entire ſatisfaction at iron 
works in England, where they had the materials conveyed, and 
at their own works near Lucan, where they etected ſmall furnaces, 
&c. for their more particular ſatisfaction; on theſe grounds are 
alſo proper and ſufficient ſites for ereCting iron mills, &c. &c. z 
that the petitioners, anxious to commence a buſineſs of ſuch real 
importance to this kingdom, have for theſe twelve months paſt 
been arranging the conduct of their buſineſs here, fo as to admit 
one of the petitioners to give up his entire time to the proſecution 
of the manufacture of iron at the place herein recited z by this at- 
ragement now effected, that the petitioners are now prepared ta 
commence, if aided by the Houſe with the uſe of lo, ocol. ſter- 
ling, as an addition to their private fund, for the repayment of 
which, at the term of ſeven years, with a reaſonable intereſt, 
the petitioners will provide good and ſufficient ſecurity 3 and the 
petitioners will engage, if fo aided, to bring to market in the 
Year 1788, for ſale two thouſand tons of Iriſh manufactured iron, 
part equal to the beſt Engliſh iron, and in general ſuperior to 
any foreign iron ever imported into this kingdom; that the peti- 
tioners are ready to prove by facts to the Houſe the poſitive cer- 
tainty of bringing this very important manufaCture to the ſtated 
criſis if fo aided, and their own wiidom will point out to them 
that there is no object of equal importance in the line of manu- 
{acture in this kingdom, it being inconteſtibly a ſource of wealth 
within teach; and therefore praying the Houſe to take the merits 
of their petition into conſideration, and grant them ſuch aſſiſtance 
as to them may ſem meet, 


A petition of James Mc, Cowan and Henry Holmes, front door- 
keepers to the Houſe, was preſented to the Houſe and read ; 
praying the Houſe to take of all ſuch fees as they have been 
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heretofore in receipt of, and grant ſuch compenſation in lieu 
thereof as to the Houſe thall ſeem meet, 


A petition of William Perſſe, of Roxborrow, in the county 
of Galway, and of Hyacinth Sk-rrett, of Tinvarra, in the county 
of Clare, Efqrs. was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting 
forth that great fhoals of herrings, cod and ling, annually reſort 
to the ſea ſhores cf the county of Clare, on the weſtern coaſt of 
this kingdom, where from two to three hundred boats annually aſſem- 
ble for the purpoſe of filhing ; that the thoals of herrings make their 
appearance in the greateſt quantity during the winter months, and 
that from the ſhallowneſs of the water in the ſeveral inlets on ſaid 
coaſt it is neceſſary to carry on faid fiſnery by boats; that from 
the want of proper or a ſuffcient number of houſes to receive 
the perſons concerned in ſaid fiſheries, or a proper eſtabliſhment 
of refineries of ſalt, or ſtorcs to depoſit foreign fait, or conve- 
nient buildings to cure the fil, the opportunities of very corfi- 
derable advantage are loſt; that the petitioners have expended 
ſeveral large ſums of money towards building a quay in a part of 
laid ſhore, called Blenview, in the bay of Galway, and have 
built ſeveral boats, and ctherwiſe expended ſeveral other ſums of 
money for the encouragenient of ſaid hfſheries ; that ſeveral other 
gentlemen would ſubſcribe to the encouragement of ſaid fiſheries, 
if the expence of erecting ſaid neceſſary buildings was not too 
great for individuals to engage in; that a ſum ot 1000]. would 
be ſufficient and adequate to the purpoſe of building a ſufficient 
number of houſes for the perſons concerned in ſaid fiſheries, a 
proper eſtabliſhment of refinerics of talt, and building necefſary 
for curing ſaid fiſh ; and that if parliament ſhall grant the peti- 
tioners 1000!, towards ſaid expences, the petitioners are willing 
to enter into fecurity to expend 10091. of their own property for 
faid purpoſes, and that the petitioners have ample properties, 
real and perſonal, in ſaid counties for ſaid purpoſe; ſuch ſum as 
ſhall be granted, and an equal ſum to be ſecured by the peti- 
tioners to be expended under the directions of, and with ſuch re- 
ſtrictions and regulation as the Houle in their wiſdom ſhall pre» 
{cribe, to be regularly accounted for to parliament. 


Mr. SecxeETARY ORD informed the Houſe that he was com- 
manded by his Grace the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint them that 
his Majeſty had been pleaſed to return a moſt gracious anſwer to 
the addreſs of the Houſe, which he read in his place, and after 

elivered in at the table; and 13 as follows : 


GEORGE R. 
* His Majeſty thanks his faithful Commons for their loyal and 


dutiful addreſs, and receives with pleaſure their profeſſions of 


attachment to his perſon, family and goverment, 
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„The Houſe of Commons may depend upon his Majeſty's 


warmeſt concurrence and ſupport in all the great and important 
objects of their deliberations, and that he will be always ready 
to co-operate with them in any meaſures tending to ſtrengthen 
that laſting connection between the two kingdoms, ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary to the proſperity and happineſs of all his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects. 

His Majeſty obſerves, with much fatisfaQtion, their deſign of 
attending to regulations for the improvement of the credit, agri- 
culture and manufactures of the kingdom, as well as to the ſecu- 
rity of public and private property, and the protection of ſociety z 
and agrees with them that the encouragement of induſtry, and 
the improvement of the education and morals of his people, are 
among the firſt objects worthy of the care and attention of the 
Houle of Commons of Ireland,” 


EK 


Lord Lurrar us obſerved that the expence attending the 
palling of private bills was enormous, which induced him to men- 
tion the ſubject; that in the month of March, 1784 he found 
himſelf, with other gentlemen, members of a board under an act 
of parliament, and by the accounts above two thouſand pounds 
was paid for the expences of that act, and another now brought 
in was computed at above 2 100l.; he then deſired the reſolu- 
tion on the journals of the 25th March, 1784, to be read; which 
being done, he humorouſly proceeded, ſaying the reaſon why he 
did not meddle with the matter earlier, was a bad one, idleneſs, 
and not to meddle with fees that honeſt gentlemen had for a long 
time chalked out for themſelves, but as he well knew the diſinte- 
reſtedneſs of the late 5peaker, and alſo of the preſent, he did 
intend to bring it forward as ſoon as an opportunity offered. 

That without an effectual ſtop was put to ſuch exactions, this 
never could be a nation; and after reading ſome extraQts from 
tae journals of the other houſe and obſerving thereon, and alſo 
eading a ſpeech from a newſpaper, ſaid to be made in another 
ace, which he ſaid he withed he could make part of his ſpeech, 
und reading the proceedings and reſolutions of parliament, par- 
icularly in 1709 and 1710, where they declared themſelves com- 
petent to eſtimate the fees on bills, he aſked what would they ſay to 
the man who had taken upon him to declare the contrary, and 
poſt up fees not agreed to by both houſes of parliament ? 

He then moved that a committee be appointed to enquire into 


ne ſtate of paſſing private bills, and other parliamentary pro- 
cedings, ; 


The Honourable DENN IS Browne ſaid he did not mean to 
poſe the noble lord's motion, but was of opinion the expence 
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attendant on private bills prevented numbers being brought in, 
and breaking of family ſettlements. 


Mr. Goprexty Green faid he approved the motion, and 
that an inſtance lately cccurred in the courſe of his profcilion, 
where a bill was paſſed relative to an eſtate of only 4ool. yearly, 
and the expence of palling the bill came to 7ool. 


Mr, Gak Dix ER ſaid he wiſhed the motion to go to all bills, 
Ordered unanimouſly, 
The CyancELLOR of THE ExcHEQUER moved, that the 


further conſideration of the Lord Lieutenant's ſpeech, the repo 


of the commictee of accounts, and the ſcvetal petitions praying 
parliamentary aid, he referred to a committee of the whole Houle, 
on the ſupply to be grented ts his Majeſty. 


Mr. Cox ſaid he wiſhed the entering upon the committee cf 
ſupply ſhould be poſtponed until ſome papers, which he men- 
rioned, were brought in. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER faid he would 
never conſent to have the committee of ſupply poſtponed, in order 
to wait for papers not called for, 


Mr. Coax then moved that the proper officer do lay befor: 
the Houſe the charge of the military eftabliſhment for one year, 
commencing the iſt April, 1786. 

An eſtimate of the ordinary and extraordinary expences of the 
ordnance, from the 3ſt March, 1786, to the 31ft March, 1787. 

An eſtimate of the groſs and net produce of the revenue f 
the poſt · office annually, 

An eſtimate of the accounts of the royal hoſpital for one year, 
ending 24th June, 1787. 

An eſtimate of the charge of the civil eſtabliſhment- for one 
year, ending at Lady-day, 1787. 

An eſtimate for an annual eſtabliſhment for barracks, to com- 
mence on the iſt day of April, 1785. 

An eſtimate of the extraordinary military contingencies likely 
to occur in the year 1787. 

An eſtimate of the incidental expences, including ſeconded 
officers, likely to occur in the Year 1787. 


The CHANCELLOR or THE Excutrqurer ſaid he had 2 
moſt earneſt with to give all poſſible information, and that in the 


courſe of the conimittee's fitting he would lay the papers required 
Lefore the Houſe. 


Mr. Corky faid there was one objection to the mode of infor- 
mation offered by the right honourable baronet, that was, that 
the ſupply would be granted before rhe eſtimate was ſeen, II: 
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would he glad to invert that mode, as he did not wiſh to enter the 
committee blindfold, and vote away the money of the people 
without conſideration z he therefore begged a day, or even a 
few hours, to inſpect the eſtimate. 


The CuANcHILON of THe Ezcurquen roſe to lay before 
the committee the ſtate of the nation. He begun with obſerving 
that it had generally been the fate of his predeceſſors in office to 
come to that committee with the ſtate of the debt contracted fince 
the former ſeſſion, and to make proviſion for the deficiencies of 


the WW the preſent and enſuing years, but it was his peculiar happinels 
pon that he had no ſuch {ſtatement to make, and he could with plea- 
ing ſure declare, that he did not intend to require any new loan, or 
ule, any new or additional taxes z but that was not to be underitood 

as precluding him from any alteration or regulaton in the mode 
e of of thoſe already laid on, nor from raiſing money for replacing the 


1en- treaſury bills which were to be paid off ac Midſummer, 
He then proceeded to ſtate the balances and arrears of the 
nation, from March, 1-85, to Michaelmas, 1785. 


* The thirſt article, he ſaid, is a credit given to the nation for 
"_ 160,000]. ſubſcribed to the lottery, but as that is to be paid back 
in prizes, it cannot be put to the national uſe, 
fore . 
ea The arrears of the civil eſtabliſhment, Michaelmas 
cal, — 52 3 1 623,754 
the — Military ditto, — — 151,723 
787. Extraordinaries, — — — 108, 548 
ze 0 Debt to lottery prizes, — — 160,000 
| 432,047 
From which deduQ two charges not likely to be called 
for, viz. 
Grant to the Geneveſe, — L. 30,000 
Ditto to officers widows, _ 35,000 
65,000 
Leaves total arrears at Michaelmas, 1785, — 417,047 
To pay which there are balances in favour of the na- 
tion, as 
Caſh in collectors hands, — L. 210,394 
Stamps, — — 14,565 
Poit-office, — — — 8 
Balance in Treaſury, — 195,167 
Ditto to compleat i 50, oool. — 58,900 
Four ſhilling tax, — — 5,000 
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From which deduQ balance claimed by col- 


lectors, 38, 100 
And Sir Henry Cavendiſh's balance of — 16,013 
J.enves the total real balance, — — 435499} 
Dedudd arreats, — — io 417,647 
19,345 
— — 


So that there remains a ſum of 18,3451. to the credit of the 
nation at Michaelmas, 1-85, and which will be brought to the 
exigencies of the half year ending March, 1786, which he then 
itzred at 150,97 61. 

Towards the difcharge of which he firſt brought the 18, 345], 
abovementioned, then the different branches of revenue, comput- 
ing them by half a year, taken from the correſponding half year in 
the former year, amounting in the whole to 431,87 11. which 
leaves a deficiency in March, 1786, of 19,1051. 

And here he took occaſion to acknowledge the merits of his 
right honourable predeceſſor in office, [the preſent Speaker] whoſe 
calculation of taxes for the laſt year had come within 10, oool. of 
the national expenditure, which. in every future year it would 
probably be much nearer, as the firſt year of a tax is always the 
moſt uncertain; inſtead, therefore, of running 200, oool. a year 
in debt, as had been cuſtomary, his right honourable predeceſſor 
had propoſed thote taxes, which he, if it was the ſenſe of parlia- 
ment, would continue, not becauſe they were the taxes of aft year, 
nor under any idea of bargain, but becauſe they had been found 
productive, and becauſe the country ſtood in need of the amount of 
their produce. i 

He next entered into an eſtimate of the enſuing year, from 
March, 1786, to March, 1787, which he computed at 1,008, 2 37]. 
To anſwer which he took the different branches of revenue, at- 
ter making ſome deductions, fuch as that for the malt on hands, 
and repayments on the malt duty when the tax commenced, of 
20,200. and fome ether ſmall items, he computed to ariſe to 
924,504),—He ſaid the difference between this ſum and the ex- 
pence would probably be made up by the increaſed produce of the 
new taxcs. 


Mr. Cox x roſe and followed the Chancellor of the Exchequet 
through his ſtatement in general; he then recurred to the ſum 
claimed by government as credit in the national account, fifty 
thouſand pounds of which, he ſaid, aroſe from a vote of credit 
paſſed by that Houſe, and thirty thouſand more as the produce of 
malt duties for the flock on hands when the tax took place; which 
ſums, he faid, could not be fairly taken as part of the preſent in- 
cunir, as they were not to be tepeated in the preſent ſupply, 
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He had, he ſaid, before he ſat down, to mention the tax on 
advertiſements; they were a curb upon buſineſs, and kept down 
a thouſand uſeful vehicles of conſtitutional knowledge—the newſ- 
papers—they were the ſhackle of liberty, and bane of trade, 
knowledge and information. He ſaw an eaſy ſmile on the coun- 
tenance of gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe ; no men, 
he allowed, were more conſiſtent in laughing at the pcople. He 


never was an advocate for the licentiouſneſs of the preſs—he was 
a friend to the conveyance of knowledge to his country. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER replied, that his 
ſmile was that of approbation to the honourable gentleman's at- 
tention to the affairs of his country, 


Mr. HARKTLEV ſaid the ſubſcribers to the national bank were 
entitled to any advantages ariſing from public money lodged there, 
as by their ſubſcriptions they had reduced the intereft to five per - 
cent. which was of great uſe to trade. 


Mr. NeviLLe ſaid he differed in opinion both with the right 
honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer and Mr. Corry, as 
to the produce of the tax on malt. His reaſon was, that the 
operation of the tax not having taken place till the 25th of March, 
the malting ſeaſon had begun in October preceding, but did not 
end till June; beſides, great quantities of malt had been con- 
cealed, and a fair return was not to be expected from thoſe who 
had malt upon hands. He thought, at the fame time, that taxing + 
the malt then ready made was an oppreſſion, but upon the whole, 
ſtead of being leſs in the next year, he knew that the tax would 
be conſiderably more. 

He then ſtated, that he obſerved in the public accounts that 
the hereditary revenue had decreaſed in one year moſt attoniſh- 
ingly ; the decreaſe, in fact, was a benefit to the nation, as it 
was principally on cuſtoms inwards, 38, 948 l. and on imported 
exciſe 21,1111. the decreaſe principally falls on fpirits imported, 
which ſhews the increale of the uſe of our own. 

He then took a comparative view of the return for ſix months 
to Michaelmas, 1785, with the ſame return to 1784, by which 
it appeared that the total increaſe of the hereditary revenue was 
15,231, that with regard to additional duties, tobacco had in- 
creaſed 20,8221. raw ſugar 26,149l. but that the total of the in- 
creaſe of the additional duties was but 4,5611. and the new addi- 
tional duties of laſt ſeſſion was 92,1871. z the ſtamps 24,481!. and 
the poſt-office 21, 3291. That by a return of the treaſury there 
was a balance of 320,647!. but that the amount at Michaelmas 
1785, was 322,0471. and that the amount of the civil and mili- 
tary eſtabliſhments and extraordinaries was at Michaelmas, 1784, 
327,0541. making only a difference of 4,4071. therefore he could 
not agree with the hon, * Mr. Corry] who thought the 
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income of the nation was ſtated too high; nor with the right ho- 
nourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, who had, in his opi- 
nion, ſtated it too low. 


Mr. Kr aN EV made ſome temarls on the poor ſale of Irifh eſ- 
tates lately; we, he aid, found a reduction in our treaſury; we 
were at this very time in debt; was this a teſt of our proſperity ? 
Noz it bore teſtimony to our tall, 


Mr. Bovyp anſwered, that the honourable member was certain» 
ly miſtaken. The kingdom had no reaſon to complain of taxes; 
the evil complained of aroſe from the diſturbances which had diſ- 
graced the capital and pervaded the kingdom. He ſpoke from his 
own information as a lawyer, having many opportunities to know 
the fact; that the nobility and gentry of England were exerting 
themſelves to call in their money they had lent in this kingdom, 
and many Irifhmen laid out their money in Great Britain, from, 
perhaps, an ill- founded apprehenſion, that theſe diſturbances were 
procceding to extremity, 

He thanked god that he now faw peace and good order almoſt 
eſtahliſhed in the country, inſtead of that ſpirit of riot which had 
too long ſubſiſted by means of fluQtuating, irreſolute councils. The 
vizour of the law had been ſucceſsfully excrted,” and mercifully, 
by the officers of the crown. The factious demagogues of the 
country had learned by experience, that the arm of the law is too 
ſtrong tor them; and now, inſtead of miileading the people, they 
have not influence to create a riot at a country veſtry. This he 
imputed to the wiſe and reſolute adminiſtration of the Duke of 
Rutland, and he had no dou-t, as induſtry and peace took place 
in the country, the value of lands mutt increaſe. 


Mr. Duxnx.—lI am far from diſputing any fact that the ho- 
nourable member aſſerts from his own «nowledge, but if I can 
deduce the effects he complains of, from cauſes different to thoſe 
he afligns, I truſt he will not think I want a due reſpect for his 
opinion. That eſtates formerly bore an higher price in Ireland 
than they now do, and that money was more eaſily attained on 
Mortgages, is not denied, but that was a time when money was 
to be had in England at three or three and a half per cent. and 
the intereſt in Ireland was ſix per cent. There was then a ſtrong 
inducement for the monied people of England to purchaſe, or to 
take mortgages here, but now they can have ſix per cent. at home, 
payable halt-yearly, and government fecurity. It is not there- 
tore to be wondered at, that they prefer this to ſending their mo- 
ney here, where they have the rilk of exchange, and many other 
unfavourable circumſtances. However, we ſee the funds in Eng- 
land are getting up, and when they arrive at their former prol- 
perity, money will flow into 1ts old channel. Let us not, there- 
fore, found the alarm, that the country is ina Rate of diſturbs 
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ance, and fo give room for a ſcheme which, under the pretence 
of preſerving the peace, may become an inſtrument ef oppreſ- 
ſion. 

Let us not imitate the conduct of a noble lord who ſaid (if he 
did ſay what was reported of him) what J atfert is groſsly wrong, 
and which tended to do an irreparable damage to his country. 
There have indeed been breaches of the pace in differnt parts of 
the kingdom, + ut none of any great magnitude; and I tay that 
the reſources of the different counties to preferve tranquility, and 
a due exertion of the law, is now as gient as it was at any period; 
that ſpirit of order and obedience which began about five years 
ago, ſtill flouriſhes through Irlcand, and any one who eriws a 
ſtate of this country from a few robberies and outrages, which. 
even the moſt civilized and polithed ſtates ſometimes preſent, 


dogs not fairly deſcribe us. 


Mr. Coo ſaid he had heard that very teſpectable peer al- 
luded to, in another aſſembly, congratulate his country upon pot= 
ſelling all the advantages of an union, without its inconveniencies 
and burdens; it was therefore very improbable that having ex- 
preſſed ſuch ſentiments, he ever uttered the reverſe of them; that 
the alluſions of this country being in a ſtate of diſquietude muſt 
be miſunderſtood ; they applied, he anprehended, only to thoſe 
riots which were committed by the lower order of the people. 


Mr. Keannuy ſaid, in reply to the word diſturbances, that 
ſome years back, when diſturbances were more frequent than nov, 
eitates fold at a higher rate than at pretent, and therefore the 


riots or tumults of this country had nothing to do with the fale 
of eſtates. 


Mr. Oger. — I ſeldom trouble this Houſe, never upon little 
diſputed points of accounts, but when the landed property of 
the kingdom, when the proteſtant aſcendancy is at ſtake, I can- 
not remain ſilent; theſe are the objects | feel myſelf pledged to 
ſupport. An honourable gentleman has ſaid the value of lands is 
fallen; J ſay it has; it has fallen from very juſt ground that has 
been given for jealouſy, and it is the buſineſs of the reprefenta- 
tives of the people to guard the proteſtant intereſt of Ireland, and 
thereby take care it falls no lower. I aſk the honourable gentle- 
man who ſpeaks of trifling breaches of the peace, did he never 
hear of Mr. O'Connor? They ſay, indeed, he is a madman z 
but if he be a madman, there is a good deal of method in his 
madneſs, I now aſk gentlemen in adioiniitration, why he has nut 
been checked? And ] ſay if he is not inſtantly checked, the pro- 
teſtant intereit is no more. Every man is not willing to fpca': 
againft two thirds cf the people. Lord Hilſborough did not ſpeak 
againſt the proteſtants of Ireland. I have ſtood, Sir, at the back 
zround of the picture 3 1 have avoided ſeeming an officious man; 
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I have reſlrained myſelf as long as I could from interfering in po- entr 
litical ditpute 3 but now, when the very being of the proteſtant * 
intereſt is threatened, I ſtart forward to protect it. oo 
The SoLiciTorR GENERAL roſe to inform the committee ot 
that government had not been inattentive to the outrages commit- Boi 
ted by Mr. O'Connor; that his Grace the Lord Lieutenant had I 
referred to him {the Solicitor] and his right honour«ble colleague, mar 
the information received of that gentleman's proceedings, in order wot 
to know whether government was warranted in employing an * 
armed force to {uppreſs him. — They had returned their antwer, 1 
that conſiſtent with law and conſtitution, government was not eſta 
warranted, until after due proceſs the magiitrates of the county c 
ſhould report that the power of the county was inſufficient, The all 
magiſtrates, he ſaid, were in a ſtate of torpor; nothing more had wo 
been done by them, than receiving information, which informa- the 
tion went to ſhew that Mr. O*Connor had diſpoſſeſſed ſeveral the 
perſons of their lands; however, the law officers could not adviſe a 
the taking re poſſeſſion with a military force 'till after due courſe RES 
of law. He concluded with thanking his right honourable friend, 
whoſe honeſt zeal for the proteſtant intereſt of Ireland had given 
—— an opportunity of explaining their conduct in this 1085 
uſineſs. | cel 
Mr. OxDe (who had been for ſome time abſent) roſe to apo- 5 
logize, and ſaid he found his abſence had been of no conſequence, oh 
as his honourable friend had fully explained the ſituation of ple 
government with regard to O' Connor's diſturbance. He aſſured thi 
the Houſe that whenever it ſhould be warrantable to emplov * 
force, no vigorous exertion of government ſhould te wanting. — * 
He hoped, however, means might be deviſed to render the inter- 
ference of the military unneceſſary z for though, if compelled to 
uſe foree, government would take every meaſure to preſerve the bu 
quiet of the country, yet it would be much more ſatisfactory to af 
them if by any means, which the wiſdom of gentlemen could de- & 
viſe, peace could be preſerved without military interference ? bi 
Mr. Dit.Lon (of Roſcommon) ſaid he would relate to the vn 
committee the hittory of Mr. O*Connor's diſtyrbance : Vir. 7 
O'Connor, he ſaid, who pretends to be deſcended from the an- 7 
cient kings of Conaught, has lately taken it into his head to poſ- * 
ſeſs himſelf of the eſtates and demeſnes which his anceſtors en- 10 
joyed. For this purpoſe he has aſſembled about a thouſand armed th 
men, and he himlſeit reſides in a place ſituate amongſt bogs and 4 
faſtneſſes, where he has a cannon placed at his door, by the hr- 


ing of which he aſſembles the mob of the country for many miles 
around. He has attempted to diſpoſſeis ſeveral perſons of their 6 
lands, particularly a Mr. Bourke, of Ballydogan, In the laſt 
month he went to the lands of this gentleman, and made a tcrmal 
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entry, at the ſame time telling the herd, who had the care of the 
cattle, that if his maſter did not, before the 16th of Februzry, 
ſend him a certain ſum of money, he would carry his cattle away 
where they ſhould never be found. Mr, Bour!.e is a very teſpec- 
table man, and the eſtate claimed by O'Connor has been in 
Bourke's family ſixty-three years. 

] deteſt, ſaid Mr. Dillon, military government as much as any 
man; but knowing, as I do, that the magiſtrates of the county 
would be madmen in attempting to ſuppteſs O'Connor, and feel- 
ing that I derive m independence from an eſtate which has becn 
in my family ſince Queen Elizabeth's time, I wiſh to have that 
eſtate protected. 

Something has been ſaid of words which are ſuppoſed to have 
fallen from a nobleman in another kingdom. If he did utter thzote 
words, it was ringing the alarm-bell to the Englith to call in 
their money. I do not fay he did uſe ſuch words, but if he did 
they were not the words of a friend. For my part, I never knew 
a man in Ireland who did not abhor the thought ct a French g2- 
vernment—every one execrates the idea. 


Mr. Txexcn ſaid he applauded the temperate conduct of go— 
vernment, in which they had ſhewa ſuch an attention to the ne- 
ceſſary forms of law, he ſaid he had no doubt, if neceſity re- 
quired it, that the vigour of their exertions would be equally 
praiſe-worthy; but he reminded gentiemen that the pretert was 
not the proper time to enquire concerning the enotmities con 
plained of, as the perpetrators of them weuld ſoon come before 
them, when they ſhould in another capacity (as grand jurors) 
be able to deal with them according to their delerts z at preſent 
he called their attention to the ſupply . 


Mr. OcLe.—lIt was not my intention to upbraid government, 
but to warn them, and ſupport them in maintaining the proteſtant 
aſcendency. I own my mind was diſturbed when | faw the utter 
ruin of that aſcendency, not only in the aita'r of Mr, O'Connor, 
but in ten thouſand other inſtances. What portends the refit - 
ance that is made to the collection of tythes? Does it not go to 
the utter overturning of the proteſiant eſtabliſnment in church, 
and conſequently in ſtate, What ſhall we fay to the daily prac- 
tice of carrying awiy women ?—An honeſt, induſtrious farmer, 
by great care and labour, lays by four or hve hundred pounds 
for his daughter: No ſooner is this known, than ſome ruilizn in 
the neighbourhood aſſembles a gang of two or three hundred ban- 
ditti, torces the farmer's houſe, drags the girl out, throws her 
acroſs a horſe, and fo carries her off to the next prieſt, where ſhe 
is compelled to marry him or ſuffer worſe, Our gazette is full of 
luch ottences, and do you think that any man cf common feule 
will truſt his inoney in a country where they are ptactiſed? 
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Mr. Dexnnis BrxowNe faid what had been attributed to the 
roble lord in queſtion was falſe as to this country z there was not a 
man in it who did not hold a French government and an union 
in equal abhorrence.— 

He was pfoceeding, when he was called to order by 


Sir Joun BLaqQuieRE, Who ſaid it was indecent and unpar- 
liamentary for the Houſe to allow any perſon's character to be 
traduced, particularly in their abſence, upon newſpaper authority. 
That he would take upon him to aſſert that the noble lord alluded 
to had ſaid nothing in the Houte of Lords of England which he 
would not himſelf proclaim in the ſenate of Ireland. Gentlemen 
forgot the intezritv, the charaQter, the conduct of that noble 
lord; the uniform attention he had always (hewn to the intereſts of 
this country, when they oppoſed to theſe the miſrepreſentation, 
perhaps the wilful mifrepreſentation of a newipaper z he there- 
fore called upon the chair, for the honour of the Houle, to put a 
ſtop to this converſation. 


Mr. Bxowne ſaid he did not attribute the words printed in an 
Engliſh paper to any man, but that the words were falſe to every 
intent and purpoſe. 


Mr. ANNESLEY entered into a defence of the noble lord al- 
Inded to, and faid he would prove, from the uniform and 
conſtant tenot of his conduct, that it was utterly impoſſible 
for him ever to have ſpoken but in ſupport of the honour and in- 
tereſt of Ireland. The noble lord had ſupported the principle of 
Mr. Orde's bill, as it gave Ireland every advantage the could de- 
rive from an union, without the humiliating and injurious conſe- 
quence of one; that the bill had indeed been endeavoured to be 
cecried, but people as they begin to underſtane, begin to ac- 
knowledge the benefits which would flow from it, notwithſtanding 
the abundant pains of the labourers in the vineyard of patriotiſm, 
Who have called meetings of the people to inſtruct the people 
themſelves. 


Mr. Mason, chairman of the committee, ſaid, upon the firſt 
motion in the committee of ſupply, he did not hold himſelf war- 
ranted in ſtopping any gentleman from going into whatever he 
night ſuppoſe would throw light upon the ſtate of the nation; 
however he did not think newſpaper authority ſbould be quoted, 
and theicforc hoped gentlemen would not again recur to it, 


Mr. Fo» pzs,—I am ſure the honourable gentleman who intro— 
duced the ſubject had no intention to violate order, yet I think his 
obſervation ſl,ould have been connected with finance. I ſubmit 
It, whether if there are ſome violators of law in this country, 
we ſhould not rather direct judicial proceedings againſt them, 
than incautioully. enter into any declarations Concerning tumults 
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and outrages. We know that there are people who will eagerly 
ſeize upon what may fall in this Houſe, and who will think chem- 
ſelves intereſted in exaggerating and miſrepreſenting it. At the 
ſame time I ſay this, I muit bear teſtimony to the virtue of my 
right honourable friend who ſtands forth in the proteſtant cauſe, 
convinced as I am that he would ſhed the laſt drop of his blood in 
that cauſe. 

Before I fit down, I requeſt to know from the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer whether it is intended to puſh the ſupply through 
the committee this night? 


The CHaNCELLOR OF THE ExcCHeqQUER anſwered that the 
committee were the proper judges how long they would pleale to 


ſit. 


This anſwer not being ſatisfactory, Mr. Forbes repeated his 
queſtion. After waiting fome moments, he directed his words to 
Mr. Orde, and not receiving any anſwer, he ſaid, I am forry I am 
ſo inconliderable as to be unworthy an anſwer, 


Mr. Ozvr —I am not a little ſurpriſed at what has juſt fillen 
from my honourable friend, for ſo I will call him. I conceived 
after what had been fail he would have been ſatisfied ; that there- 
fore it was unneceſſary for me to rife, and that if | had riſen, 1 
ſhould have been more guilty of oſtentation than 1 am of offence 
by my hlence. 


Mr. Con 01.1 y.—l did not expect a debate this „ 
heard the ſtatement made by the right honourable the Chancellor 
of the Exchequer, and his wilhes for economy. He has done 
lis butincts like an honeſt Iriſhman, and I with, for the honour of 
government, it was in ſuch good hands as thoſe of honeit reſi- 
dent Iriſhmen, I have always, fur one, endeavoured to prevent 
the principle of Engliſh party getting here—ir has ruined Eng- 
land, and if it gets here our ruin will follow. But let a ſecretary 
cone from what party he will, we are ready to receive him; he 
is a political automaton; the moment he comes to the Caſtle every 
one is anxious to fee lim, and aſk him queſtions z more gentlemen 
of this Houſe crowd to his affembly-toom than to that over the 
way. ¶ Alluaing ts a beating figure exhibited in College=green.] 
The queſtions are alwa\s put in @ loud voice, but they are anſwer— 
ed in a whiſper ; and was this puppet to be changed ten times a 
week, it would ſtill command the reſpect of this Houſe. 


Mr. Maso, chairman of the committee of ſupply, reported 
prozreis, and the committee adjourned until to-murrow morning. 
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TursDay, FEBRUARY 7, 1786. 


Sir Mracurzs Laxckisnz preſented a bill to amend an ac 
paſſed in the twenty-firſt and twenty- ſecond years of his preſent 
majeſty, entitled an act for the preſervation of the game; which 
was received and read the firſt time. 


The bill for the better regulating of public gaols and priſons in 
this kingdom, was read a ſecond time. | 


Mr. Hoi. mes moved that the committee be impowered to re- 
ceive a clauſe, requiring the clerk of the crown at every aſſizes, to 
make out a ſchedule of the number of perſons brought to trial, the 
crimes for which they were tried, diſtinguiſhing thoſe who were 
convicted and had received his majeſty*s pardon, and allo thoſe who 
had been acquitted, 


Mr. Geirrirn moved that the ſaid committee be impowered 
to receive a clauſe, directing grand juries for the county and city of 
Dublin to appoint a phyſic1an to the gaols in ſaid county and city, 


Mr. HaxTLEy rofe in order to preſent a petition from the ſe- 
veral members compoſing the Dublin, General and Hibernian Infu- 
rance Companies, againit the duty of one ſhilling per cent. impoſed 
on all ſums inſured by an act of the laſt ſeſſion. 


Mr. Maso objeQcd to the petition being received, as it allud- 


ed to a tax. | 
Mr. HaxTLEy replied, that although it might be unuſual to mous 
receive petitions againſt a new tax, yet he conceived it did not whic 
militate sgainſt the cuſtom of parliament to receive a petition lengt 
ag-inſt the continnance of an old one that had been proved par- men 
tial or unproduthve. M. 
The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid he had doubts of the proprie- duce: 
ty of receiving the petition if it went to a repeal of any tax, and parti; 
hoped it might prove ſufficient for the honourable member to read it * 
in his place; he had, however, he ſaid, his doubts of the expedicn- OY 
cy of continuing the ſaid duty. Exct 
Colonel Ros: faid he had received a petition cf a ſimilar ten- profi 
dency from a moſt reſpectable number of his conttituents in New- deſcr 
rv, which, on account of the objectious that had been made, he hve | 
would decline pretenting for the pteſent, ly pr 
tot 
Mr. NE VII Ie ſaid the members who compoſed the ſeveral com. ft * 
panics, vere gentlemen of the ſirſt characters and conſequence ii Son! 
trade in the nation; their application Tould therefore be attended 5 
to, and the cauſe of their complaints removed. the p 
Mr. BaaTLEv then read tlie petition in his place, which tated, poſec 


« That by an act paticd in the last ſeſfion of parliament, entitled 123. 
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&c. a duty of one ſhilling per cent. per annum, was impoſed up- 
on all ſums inſured, or to be inſured from fire in this kingdom. 
That ſaid act in its operation and effect, had proved of moſt materi- 
al detriment and injury to petitioners, and to the buſineſs of inſu- 
rance in general in this kingdom, as many perſons that were there. . 
tofore intured, had fince ditcontinued their policies, and numbers 
of others who wiſhed to cover their effects, were deterred by 
means of ſaid duty, which amounted to two-tifths cf the entire pre- 
mium, uſually charged by petitioners on infurance. That the bu- 
ſineſs of inſurance was little more than in a ſtate of infancy in this 
kingdom, and the inhabitants thereof not being much accuſtomed 
ther to, pecitioners had ever found it very difficult, even before 
the ſaid duty was impoſed, to induce any perſons to intute, the prin= 
cipal pait of their buſineſs depending un their own inturances, and 
thote of their particular friends. Praying leave to affvre the ho- 
rourable Houſe, that inſtead of receiving any profit by the buſi- 
nets of inſurance, they had loſt conſiderably ſince the duty was 
laid on, which at leaſt made but a very ſmall and uncertain part 
of the revenue, and it was feared would be altogether unproduc- 
tive; they humbly hoped the Houſe would fee the neceſſity of 
diſcontinuing the fame, otherwiſe: it would be impoſſible for them 
to continue the buſineſs of inſurance. And praying ſuch reliet as 
the Houſe in their infinite witdom ſhould deem meet.” 

After which, in order to allow time for the ſeveral members to 
revolve the matter fully in their minds, and to ſecutre their unani- 
mous concurrence at a future period, he withdrew the petition, 
which he ſaid had a roll of names annexed to it of conſiderable 
length, and contained thoſe of many bankers, traders end gentle- 
men of conſiderable conſequence, as well as members of the Houle, 


Mr. Foxses alledged that numberleſs inſtances might be ad- 
duced of receiving peiicions againit taxes that were of a local, 
partial, or injurious tendency, 


Mr. Cox Rx mentioned that by act of parliament, all ſums of 
money belonging to minors or ſuiters in the Court of Chancery and 
Exchequer, were to be lodged in the bank: He ſaid the bank had 
profited conſiderably by the uſe of the lodgments made under that 
deſcription z that it amounted at preſent to 80,900]. which at 
hive per cent. the rate the bank diſcounts at, produces them a year- 
ly profit of 4vool. In his opinion this benefit ſhould be applied 
to the ſervice of the public, tor it was never intended for the bene- 
tt of the bank; at the ſame time, he was for allowing them a rea- 
ſonable charge for the trouble which the particular buſine's might 
occaſion. He ſaid chat the bank had received great advantage, from 
the public, and that the debentures which the bank capital is com- 
poſed of, (at its eſtabliſhment ſo low as 457) had now riſen, to 
123. He would therefore move that the proper oflicers do lay 
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before the Houſe an account of all ſums of money and ſecuritie;, 
paid into the bank by the Maſters, Uſher, and Accountant: of th: 
Court of Chancery; alſo all ſums of money paid in by the Court of 
Exchequer, to the iſt of January, 1586. - 


Mr. Oz nt ſaid he begged the honourable gentleman would not 
ſuppoſe he got up with any intention of preventing the information 
defired, but that government at this very moment had the ſame 
ſubjeQ under conſideration. 
man for urging them to what they were ſo well inclined to inveſli. 
gate, but hoped that a little time would be allowed to ſee whit 
effect would be produced by the order for paying theſe monies in. 
to the bank; an order which had only taken place laft year, and 
of which the full effect could not yet be known; alſo to conſida 
whether the money in the bank could not be made productive of the 
compenſation intended to the officers of the courts, 


Sir NicHoLas LawLEss faid he had no perfonal intereſt tn 
the national bank, but as it ſerved to promote the benefit of the 
community, which it had already done in a moſt eminent degree, 
and which it would carry much farther, by reducing the intere!t of 
money, and by that means promoting agriculture, trade and com- 
merce, if not improperly checked; he therefore begged the honour: 
able gentleman to let it remain as at preſent, under the inſpeCtion 
and guardianſhip of government. If he did, he was convinced th: 
honourable gentleman, who was well known to have the protpen- 
ty of the nation ſo much at heart, would hereafter rejoice in iu 
ſucceſs, 


Sir Lucius O*Bx1Ex ſaid to the national bank he attribute! 
that there is more money now circulating in Dublin than the wide 
kingdom ever poſſeſſed at any former period; and he hoped in a lit 
tle time to lee the national rate of intereſt reduced from fix to hve 
per cent. g 


The Ar TOR NEW GeNerAL ſaid the ſums of money under tie 
deſcription of the honourable gentleman's motion, continual!y 
fluctuated, and of courſe the annual profits from ſuch lodzmens 
could not be poſſibly aſcertained, He ſaid there was at picſen 
15090l. lodged in the bank, in the cauſe of the Duke of Chandos 
againſt his tenants, which in ali probability might be drawn out in 
fix or eight months; therefore, in his opinion, the motion was te- 
tally unneceſſary. 


Mr. Coax ſaid he had this object in contemplation laſt ſeſſion 
As to what had been mentioned by an hor ouiable baronet 87 
Nicholas Lawleſs] that the public was under obligations to dhe 
bank for diſcounting at five per cent. he denied them any merit 0 
that head, Jt was to pariijament, and not to the bank of Utclauch 
that the public was indebted, 


He thanked the honourable gentle. 
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The queſtion was then put on Mr. Corry's motion, when, on a 
diviſion, there were for the motion 


_— 3 
Mr. Corr v ſaid he could not help charging the Secretary with 
inconſiſtency ; he had only called for a common paper from a pub- 


lic office z he believed the ſubject was not properly underſtood by 
the Houſe, he ſhould therefore bring it on again. | 


Noes - 144 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a grand committee of ſupply, 
Mr. Maſon in the chair. « 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE Excutquenr moved, that the 
debt of the nation was 3,044, 1671. and that a ſupply be granted 
to his Majeſty for the ſupport of the different branches of the 
elabliſhment., 


Mr. Co vori ſaid he had always voted for the honourable 
ſupport of his Maeity's government, and thought it was the duty 
of loyal ſabjeQs ſo to do to the belt of their abilities; but he had 
obſerved that the expences of government every year encreaſed: 
One year the miniſter came down to the Houte, complained of de- 
fciencies in the revenue, and demanded a loan. Well, it was 
granted the next year it was repeated, ſtill the expence increaſed, 
but many promiſes of ceconomy z at laſt the miniſter ſays, Taile 
your revenue to your expences by new taxes—it is done, but ſtill 
the expence increaſes. Surely, ſaid he, it is now time to put a 
ſtop to this increaſing expence. I amas willing to go to the 
utmoſt of the nation's ability as any man, but that is done al- 
ready; I wiſh therefore to make ſome compromiſe with the mini- 
ſter for the benefit of the people. 


Mr. GxaTTAN,—1 ſhould be ſorry the vote which I now gave 
ſhould be ſuppoſed to conclude me as to the eſtabliſhment for the 
enſuing year, particularly the civil eſtabliſhment z that is a ſub- 
ject that requires time to deliberate, and | only ſay, I beg leave 
not to be concluded by the vote given in the committee to the 
increaſed civil eftabliſkinent, I think it is time to make à ſtand 
againſt the growth of expence; that principle ſhould be fairly diſ- 
cuiſed, for in my opinion, if no tand is made againſt the growth 
of expence, your conſtitution and commerce are undone. 


» ICS 


WepNxEsDay, FEBRUAR 8, 1786. 


Lord Lurrxriul preſented à petition of the agents whoſe 
names are thereunto ſubſcribed, ſetting forth that the expence 
of paſſing private bills in this kingdom is much higher than in 
Great Britain, by reaton whereof many perſons are diſabled from 
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applying for hills for ſettling or diſpoſing of eſtates in this king 

dom, in ſuch manner as the legiſlature might think Juſt; and 
1 


therefore praying the Houſe to take the premiſes into conſideration, 
and grant ſuch relief as may ſeem fir, 


Alderman Warxen preſented a bill for the more effeRually 
collecting the public money to be raiſed by preſencment within 
the county of the city of Dublin, and al ſo for the more effectually 


repairing the roads within the county of the ſaid city, and the 


liberties thereof; which was received and read the firil time. 


Mr. CnaARxUrs O'Ne1l preſented a bill for making more ef- 
fectual an act made in the ſeventeenth year of the reign of his late 
Majeſty, King Charles the Second, entitled an act to prevent de- 
lays in entending ſtatutes, judgments and recognizances, and for 
- explaining an act made in the tenth year of the reign of his late 
Majeſty, King Charles the Firtt, entitled an act for contentation 
of debts upon execution; which was received and read the fit 
time. 


Lord LuTTrELL reported from the committee appointed to 
conſider the petitions of Blair and Ormſton, and Meſſrs. O'Reilly, 
that they had fully proved the allegations of their petitions. 


Mr. O'Haxa ſaid he wiſhed to know the ſentiments of the 
Houſe on a ſubject he would then mention: In his opinion it 
would be for the advantage of the kingdom if a proper and accu- 
Fate chart of all the lands in Ireland was made, fo as to point out 
the lands where there were mines and minerals, and where ſuch 


were moſt likely to be found, which would be of infinite benelit 


to the nation to know the ſubſtrata of the kingdom. He had been 
late ly introduced to the knowledge of a man very capable of ſuch 
an undertaking z that ſuch perſons were ſcarce, for he was in- 
formed there were but two perſons in Great Britain competent to 
ſuch an undertaking z and as on granting money to the Dublin 
ſocicty, the application was directed by the Houſe, one half to 
arts and manufaCtures, and the other half to agriculture, if the 
Houſe ſhould think proper that they ſhould be direQed to grant 
a certain ſum to one or more for that purpoſe, he was of opinion 
it would be of national utility, 


Mr. Hew1T {aid he had received a petition, ſigned by a moſt 
reſpectable majority of the merchants and traders of Belfaſt, againit 
the duty of one ſhilling per cent. impoſed lalt ſeſſion on all ſums 
inſured againſt fire; but as it was not uſual to receive petitions 
againſt taxes, he would content himſelf with ſtating the circum- 
ſtances to the Houle. 


The ATTORNEY GENERAL ſaid as the other Houſe had come 
to a re{clution, limiting the time for the brioging in of private 
Lilis, it was alſo requiſite for that Houſe to do the ſame z he then 
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moved that no petitions for private bills be received after the 
firſt week ia March. 


Mr. O'Haza called for the third reading of the hill for ſuſ- 
ending for a limited time the act of laſt ſeſlion, for the more 
effectual regiſtering of freeholds. 


Mr. Hayes ſaid he wiſhed the honourable gentlemen to re- 
conſider the laſt bill; it was a bill putting the ſubject under great 
hardſhips, and he thought it impoſſible for it ever to be com- 
plied with; for his part he ſhould be for an amendment to the 
preſent, by moving a ſuſpenſion of the former hill for ggg years, 
in the place of, to the firſt of January next; and declared his 
intention of moving to bring in a bill to explain or report the 
former bill; and hoped the reading of the preſent bill would be 
poſtponed. 


The Ar TORNEY GeNnFRAL ſaid there had been an election 
lately in the county of Limerick, and that no inconvenience aroſe 
from the laſt bill; if there had he ſhould have heard of it, as he 
had ſeveral freeholders there, | 


Mr. O'Ha a replied that the laſt bill was paſſed after mature 
conſideration and debate of three days in the committee, and 
was of great advantage by qui'ckening of elections and ſaving of 
great expence, which the Houſe had often-telt the effects of. 


The third reading of the bill was poſtponed. 


— 


THhurSDaY, FeBrUaRY , 1786. 


Mr. BenEsrORD ſaid he had troubled the Houſe laſt ſeſſion 
with a bill for regulating the harbour, at which time it was oppoſ- 
ed on the principle that the accounts of the ballaſt- office com- 
mittee had not undergone the inſpection cf the commiſſioners of 
impreſt-accounts. The commiſſioners had ſince that time laid 
bef.re them ſuch papers relative to this office as they could get, 
but found that thirtcen folio volumes of them were wanting, 
and what had been produced only related to the ' receipts and 
diſburtements of the A and that he would be glad to com- 
pare ſome of the papers delivered to the commillioncrs with thoſe 
preſented to the Houſe by the ballaſt-maſters; and then, after 
lome obfervations on the accounts, moved, that the proper 
officer lay before the Houſe an abſtract of the accounts laid before 
the commiſſionets of impreſt accounts by the ballaſt-office com- 
mittee ; which was ordered accordingly, : 


Mr. HanTLEy ſaid he would never be an advocate for any ſet 


of men on whom a defalcation of the public money could be 
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proved; he hoped, however, that the ballaſt- office committee 
might have an opportunity of exculpating themſeives from any 
charge of delinquency. 


Mr. Co Noll Lv. -I gave notice the other day, that on the re- 
port of the committee of ſupply, I did intend to move a reſolu- 
tion or two—l am now prepared to do fo, and 1 flatter myſelf 
they are of ſuch a nature that no man on either ſide of the Houle 
will object to them, No man wiſhes more to ſupport the honour 
of the King's government, and the neceſſary eſtabliſhment, than 
1 do, and I cannot ſuppoſe the Duke of Rutland, or the gentle- 
men in his conlidence, will object to theſe retolutions, as I an 
certain I would adviſe any Lord Lieutenant in whoſe councils 
J had the honour to be, to adopt them, nor would I], on any 
fide, give the leaſt impediment to the good government of the 
country. 

The firſt reſolution is, That this Houſe did, in the laſt ſeſ. 
ſion, grant certain new taxes, eſtimated at 140, oon. per annum, 
for the purpoſe of putting an end tothe accumulation of debt.“ 

The ſecond is, That thould the ſaid taxes be continued, it 
is abſolutely neceſſary that the expences of the nation thould be 
confined to her annual income.“ | 


The CuaAxczgLLox or THE Excurovzr,—Sir, f am ſo 
confident that the principles and profs iſions of government ate 
conſiſtent, that, as far as I can, | will meet the Teſolutions of 
the right honourable gentleman—l mean fo far as not to preclude 
a proviſion for accidental deſalcation by the falling off of the te- 
venues, or by the increaling of bounties; therefore as J am con- 
ſcious the preſent adininiftration have no view hut the proſperity 
of the kingdom, and the honour that muſt conſequently reſult 
to themſelves, I ſhall make no objection to the tir{t retolution, 
for | thiak that the taxes of laſt ſeſſion were intended to prevent 
the accumulation of debt. 


Mr. Bextsrorn,—I riſe only to make a ſingle obſervation 
on the wording of the reſolution, not to oppoſe the ſpitit of i. 
What it conveys is not exactly the fact; ſome of laſt year's taxes 
were new, ſome additional to old taxes, and ſome taxes of com- 
mutation, as the malt tax, by which the common brewer 18 en- 
titled to drawback a part of his exciſe proportioned to the malt 
he conſumes; the 140, oool. therefore, was not then laid on. 


The queſtion was then put upon the firſt reſolution, and it paſ- 
fed unanimouſly, . 


Mr. Conor 1iy.—T have ſuch an high opinion of the integrity 
and honour of the Duke of Rutland, and ſuch contidence that he 
will not be miſadviſed, that could 1 hope his adminiſtration would 
be continued for a great number of years, I ſhould deem theſe fe- 
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ſolutions unneceſſary; however, I am willing to mollify it ſo as 


not to prevent government from defending the country in caſe 
of war, or to tie up their hands in cafe of defalcation in taxes. 


He then moved the ſecond refolution. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER.—The right ho- 
nourable gentleman cannot mean to throw any imputation on go- 
vernment for the expences of the laſt year; they have very fairly 

ſſed through the committee of accounts, and it does not appear 
that a ſingle objection has been made to any article. What then 
does the right honourable gentleman mean ? He cannot intend 
to take government at a diſadvantage, and tie them up to a bar- 
gain to maintain the growing expence of the country with a 
falling revenue. | 

As to admitting the principle, government has done it in the 
ſtrongeſt manner z they have come to this Houſe without demand- 
ing a loan, without propofing a tax, and with the ſtrongeſt decla- 
ration from the throne, of a fixed determination againſt the accumu- 
lation of debt: and now, becauſe they have ſhewn a diſinclination 
to burden the people, they are to be tied down to maintain the 
expence of a great and flouriſhing country, (as there is every 
reaſon to hope this will ſoon be, by the efforts that are made to 
forward the advantages we daily acquire) with a revenue which 
falls daily. ; 

Now, ſuppoſe ſuch a reſolution had been paſſed twenty years 
ago, Can any man maintain his private eſtabliſhment at the ſame 
rate he then did? And if not ſo, can the eſtabliſhnient of a na- 
tion, that has proſpered m that time beyond all example, be ſo 
maintained? *T'is impoſſible. The preſent miniſtry have held 
out on all occaſions the idea that they are defirous to prevent the 
increaſe of debt; that they wiſh to obſerve the utmoſt econo- 
my, conſiſtent with the honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's go- 
vernment. Let them then have the honour which will flow from 
ſuch a conduct, and let it not ſeem as if it aroſe from a compul- 
ſatory vote of the Houſe of Commons. 


Mr. HARD ſaid that the reſolution moved for was not meant 
to embarraſs adminiſtration in the leaſt, but juſt the contrary. It 
proceeded on the very grounds held out in the ſpeech from the 
chrone, and no other. Thoſe additional taxes were (whatever might 
be ſaid to the contrary now) originally granted in ex pectation of, 
and on the faith of a commercial ſyſtem, which ſyſtem ſeemed at 
pteſent to be abandoned. As the tyſtem was gone, and the taxes 
remained, it might very reaſonably be aſked on what ground did 
they continue? On this ground he ſuppoſed, and no other: That 
whether that commercial ſyſtem had been brought to perfection or 
not, it was neceſſary at all events, to raiſe the revenue to its 
ou height, in order to prevent an accumulation of debt. 


dow as to Checking an increaſe of debt, it was a principle in 
aL. 8 
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which everv ſide of the Houſe agreed; and it was merely to give 
efficacy and ftability to that principle, that the reſolution waz 
brought forw*rd. It called* upon the Houſe to juſtify itſelf in 
continuing the taxes, on the only condition in which they now 
could he continued : Namely, that no new expence ſhall in fu- 
ture, if poſſible, be incurred; or in other words, that there ſhall not 
be an accumulation of debt. In all this, what did it differ from 
the ſpeech from the throne ? They both profeſſed a ſimilarity ol 
principle ; and therefore the right honourable Secretary, whoſe 
fpeech in fact that was, and who held out this principle to Ire- 
land, was bound in point of conſiſtency at leaſt, to ſupport this 
reſolution. His parliamentary experience muſt tell him how in- 
fufficieat all miniſterial promiſes and declarations were on the ſub- 
ject of public money; and no perſon whatever knew better than 
he did, that all ſuch promiſes would vaniſh into air, unleſs they 
were brought into life and efficacy by a reſolution of this ſort, 
The right honourable Chancellor of the Exchequer had aid, 
that it would tie up the hands of the nation; but if it had ever 
looked to ſuch an object, it would have been nugatory, for that 
was more than it could effect; all that it contended for was this— 
to ſet bounds, if poſſible, to domeſtic prodigality—to make ſome 
ſand againſt any Rakes idle expenditure of the public money. Ir 
did not point out a path for a great nation, but for the miniſter of 
that nation, to walk in. "Theſe were the objects of the motion, 
and it contained nothing more than what was perfectly conſonant 
to the. ideas of every perſon who had ever thought or wrote on 
the ſubject. It had been ſaid that if we reſtricted ourſelves by 
any reſolution of this fort, we might not have it in our power to 
aſliſt Great Britain as we could wiſh; but it was to be remember- 
ed, that the fupply and the condition which was propoſed to 
accompany that fupply, continued only from year to year; but 
independent of this circumſtance, which alone would be ſufficient 
to obvitate any objeQion of that ſort, and to meet the principle 
directly, he would ſay, that the true method of ſerving England 
effectually, would be by adopting ſuch a reſolution as the pre- 
{2nt ; or in other words, not anticipating our ſtrength, but reſetu- 
ing our exertions againſt a day of difficulty and danger that day 
migat not be very remote. Mr. Hardy here took a general view 
of the ſtate in which England ſtood as to the powers on the Con- 
tinent ] hat it was very evident, whatever language its different 
courts held, a ſecret and malignant joy ſeemed to pervade them 

| all at the diſtreſs of England“ How art thou brought down to 
the earth, which didſt weaken the nations,“ was a language ſup- 
poſod to have been addteſſed to ancient Babylon, and which they 
ſeemed to hold now, and exultingly hold to England. In this 
ſtate of things, when the tranquility of Europe might be broke in 
upon, we know not how ſoon; when the death of a great poten- 
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tate [the King of Pruffia] might occaſion a revival of general hoſ- 
tilities, he thought it would be wiſe in Ireland to be prepared to 
give England real alliſtance—If a general war broke out, Ireland 
would be called on ; and how any effectual aſſiſtance could be 
given to England, or any new burdens could be impoſed on the 
people, except by a previous controul of the expenditure of pub- 
lic money, by economy and frugality, the only objects the re- 
ſolution looked at, he was utterly at a loſs to learn. He then ob- 
ſerved, that the preſent time ſeemed of all others the moſt adapt- 
ed to carry this reſolution into execution: During and after the 
war it might have been exclaimed againſt, as not according with 
the gallantry and generoſity of Ireland. Immediately after the 
war it might have been ſaid, that we had not time ſufficient to egu- 
ſider our real ſituation z but when we have had three years pro- 
found peace, and nothing to interrupt us (unleſs, he begged pat- 
don, the wide-waſting rebellion of Mr. C' Connor) it ſurely be- 
came the wiſdom of a great legiſlature to attend to this firſt con- 
ſideration the expenditure of public money—a conſideration, 
the neglect of which, neither the commerce, the landed propet- 
ty, nor eventually the conſtitution of this country, could pol- 
ſibly ſurvive. == 

If any nation was ever bound to give a ſevere attention to its 
finances, it was Ireland. Other nations might occaſionally go 
far into debt, becauſe they had great reſources—reſources not like 
thoſe of Ireland, new and uncertain as to their efficacy, but eſ- 
tabliſhed and productive. Here he compared the ſituation of Ire- 
land in this reſpe& with other counrries, eſpecially with France, 
and contended that being, from the effects of the late wretched po- 
licy that governed this kingdom, deticient in two great reſources 
of all public revenue, national ſtock, and national induſiry, and 
her miniſtry not having it in theis power at all times to carry any 
good 9 into execution which their wiſdom and their patri- 
otiſm might ſuggeſt, and not being reſponſible for any bad ones, 
it was evident that Ireland, from all thele circumſtances, the re- 
cency and therefore at preſent inefiicacy of her commerce, the in- 
ertneſs of her people, and the inability of her own miniſters to 
afford her uniform encouragement and protection, that of all 
nations whatever, ſhe was peculiarly and itreſiſtibly called ur on 
to check the growth of her national expences. He then aid, 
that as to perpetual funding the debt of a nation, (to avoid which 
was one argument for continuing 140, oool. taxes) he condemned it 
as much as any one poſſibly could; it was in fact the moſt delu- 
five mode of providing for public debts that could be deviſed, 
becauſe, under the ſemblance of laying very flight, and at the 
lame time no additional taxes whatever, it facilitates the miniſ- 
ter in laying the heavieſt burdens on the people. But if ſome 
fuch reſolution as the 9 was not acceded to, if we wer- not 
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only to provide for the expences of government, by a revenue to 
be raiſed within the year, but in addition to accumulate that pub- 
lic debt, by always, or very often at leaſt, exceeding our income, 
the certain conſequence would be public bankruptcy; for what 
elſe could de the reſult of adopting two financial ſyſtems directly 
contrary to each other almoſt at one and the ſame time, that is, 
railing the revenue within the year, and of courſe taxing the peo- 
ple as high as they could well bear; and then, by not confining 
ourſelves within that revenue, laying the foundation for new funds, 
and of courſe new burden, not only in the preſent generation, 
but all poſterity. To precend by fixed and irrevocable laws to ſet 
Hmits to the expences of a nation in all caſes whatever, would in- 
deed be the height of puerility ; but that was not an aſſembly of 
tophiſts, but the repreſentatives of the people, and therefore if 
they agreed as to the ſubſtance, they would not differ as to the 
words of the motion, But it was not ſuch a law merely, but a 
facred principle and precedent in the grant and expenditure of 
public money that was now to be adopted—a 3 that 
ſhould always remain untouched, and beyond which no miniſter 
mould dare to go. The want of ſuch a principle, fuch a fixed 
regulation in finance, every intelligent practical writer on political 
economy conſtantly lamented, The want of it had almoſt ruin- 
ed England. The want of it had almoſt encouraged Sir Robert 
Walpole to take 500,000]. out of the ſinking fund at once, and to 
tell the country gentlemen that if they did not ſupport him in 
fach a meaſure, (the moſt ruinous that could be deviſed) that he 
would harraſs them with two or three illings in the pound land- 
tax, inſtead of one ſuilling. He adduced this example, he ſaid, 
to ſhew how little dependence was to be had on miniſters in the 
management of the public treaſures, when the immediate eaſe c“ 
their own adminiſtration, not to ſpeak of their more criminal 
views, was to be conſulted ;z and he adduced it more particularly, 
to caution the Houſe not to place too implicit a confidence in the 
promiſes of any adminiſtration which would hold out the idea of 
a ſinking fund to diminiſh the debt of a nation, as an inducement 
to continue new taxes, and new burdens; becauſe, it ever 
any fund was regarded as ſacred to the people of England, that 
fund certainly was; and if ever a miniſter was engaged not to ap- 
ply that fund to the current ſervices of the year, it was Sir Robert 
Walpole ; for he was the father of it, or at leaſt gloried in being 
called fo, and was the very firſt to violate it. 

He then took notice of another example in financial hiſtory, 
which. he thought might be applied to the then queſtion—Lord 
Halifax, he faid, when Chancellor of the Exchequer, undertook 
at one time to taiſe the ſupplies within the year, and it was ſaid 
then, juſtas it is now, that the people ſhould not be burdened with 
an y additional taxes for ſome time to come. Every one knows 
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how far the condition was complied with; and if it is adduced in 
argument, that the war which followed neceſſarily brought on 
an accumulation of debt, he could only ſay, in anſwer to that 
argument, that if the Engliſh legidatute at that time had ſome 
fixed financial principle to ſteer their courſe by, and it was la- 
mented even then by ſome very intelligent ſenatois and writers 
that they had not, if that legilature had (as it was propoſed to 
the Iriſh Houſe of Commons now to do) ſtrenuouſly oppoſed any 
increaſe of expence conſiſtent with the real ability of Enzland, 
that war could not have laſted fo long, or extended ſo far as to 
ſerve the purpoſes of ſome individuals, not the real intereſts of 
Britain, as it certainly did. Debt to a certain amount, was, for 
very obvious reaſons, beneficial to a commercial country, but it 
ſhould be always bounded by the real refources of the ſtate; fur 
there was one maxim in which all writers agreed, and Dr. Smith, 
whom he mentioned with great reſpect, particularly laid it down, 
that when the debt of a ration accumulated to a certain height, 
there was no inſtance whatever, either in ancient or modern hiſto- 
ry, of its not being followed either by a public bankruptcy, or an 
abſolute defrauding of the public creditor. Having touched on 
this, he drew to a concluſion by obſerving, that the only differ- 
ence between the ruin of England and Ireland would be this 
that England would fink perhaps under the weight of her debt, 
but ſhe would fall covered with honours and triumphs, and leaving 
a name of eternal celebrity amongſt nations, whilſt Ireland would 
fall inglorious, unpitied, and, except [turning about and howing 
to Mr. Grattan, who fat near him} during the ſplendid period of 
her emancipation, totally unknown and diſregarded. He then 
recapitulated one or two points in his ſpeech, which he had 
glanced at before, and concluded with giving his warmeſt and 
moſt decided approbation to the motion, 


Sir EDWARD NEWENHAM ſaid he believed this adminiſtra- 
tion as friendly to Ircland as any of their predeceſſors ; he ap- 
proved of the motion, as juſt, moderate, and equitable ; it was 
a ſupport to government; for when penſions and additional ſala- 
ries were folicited by thote men who harraſs the throne only to 
partake of the national plunder, they could receive a deciſive an- 
wer, by referring to this reſolution when entered on the jour- 
nals. He obſerved that a lift of penſions for the laſt ſixty year?, 
had been returned to parliament, That in the firſt thirty years it 
amounted to 1, 180, 799l.— That in the laſt thirty years it amount- 
ed to 2, 328, Go8l. conſequently an encreaſe in the laſt thirty years 
of 1,147, 8091. Which enormous ſum, inſtead of being ſquan- 
dered in penſions (excluſive of the waſte of public treaſure in ad- 
ditional ſalaries and uſeleſs employments) being properly applied 
would have reduced the national debt more than half of its pre- 
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ſent amount. He next took notice that the penſion liſt of 1785 
exceeded that of 1760, by ſo large a ſum as 32,2431. that the 
ſame prodigality continued, as the penſion liſt of even the laſt two 
years ſtood as follows: In 1784, it was 86, 1761. and in 1785, 
it was 80, 440l. the encreaſe that one year was 3,204!. He ad- 
mitted that in the liſt returned from March 1785, to January 1786, 
there appeared a faving of the trifling tum of 1, 2 50l. but obterv- 
ed, that the Ides of March were not yet come. He feared it 
would then, or ſhortly after, appear indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
curtail this profuſion of the public money; the nation could not 
bear it, and would demand redreſs. | 


Mr. Bu (Accountant-general) ſaid that he thought it in- 
cumbent on him to correct an error a right honouzable gentleman 
had made in ſtating the debt of this country, for through miſtake 
he had added to the preſent debt the whole of the ſu ply for the 
ſeveral eſtabliſhments, intereſt money and annuities Er the year 
to come, that is to Lady-day, 1787. He ſaid the debt of the 
nation was certainly very high, and had increaſed rapidly, for 
that from the yelr 1760 it had increaſed from 223, oool. to 
2,181,501]. but that he muſt obſerve that two very expenſive 
companions had gone hand in hand with that debt, that is, pre- 
miums and parliamentary grants, which amounted in the faid 
number of years to 2,700,000]. He laid that gentlemen ſhould 
reflect on the conſequences of the ſecond reſolution ; it required 
at large that the expence of this country ſhould be confined with» 
in its own income, The fact is, that all the expences that are 
within the authority of government are within the income, but 
premiums on the export of ſeveral articles, interior premiums for 
the encouragement of manufactures, the premiums on bringing 
corn to Dubiin, and ail other bounties and premiums may come 
to any amount; for exampie the unforeleen charges in the halt 
year ending Michaelmas 1785, exceeding the like half year in 
1784, in above fifty thouſand pounds, Farliamentary grants are 
ſomewhat toreicen, but yet they are very great. He ſaid theſe 
expences were not named for the purpoſe of objecting to them, 
but fur the purpoſe of ſhewing that in twenty-hve years the mos 
ney given for the good of this country amounted to above five 
hundted thouſard pounds more than the national debt. 

As to the firit retolution he made no objection, becauſe it very 
candidly Rated that the 149,000. granted laſt ſeſſion was for the 
purpoſe of putting an end to running in debt. Had the gentle- 
man laid that the taxes of laſt ſeſſion were for the purpole of put- 
ting an end to running in debt, it would not have been fo candid 
or ſo clear as putting it ſpeciacally on the intended amount, be- 
cauſe it was not the taxes but the amount of the taxes that was 
to produce that effect, and till the new taxes produce that 
amount they ate deficient, 


He ſaid in reſpect to the ſupport of his Mjeſty's government, 
that the only difference of opinion ſeemed to be, whether it ſhall 
be done by borrowing money every vear, or by having ſufficient 
taxes; one thing was evident to every man, that in the laſt ten 
vears, one year With another, the expences of the country had 
exceeded its income about two hundred thouſand a year, includ. 
ing the money borrowed on life annuities, He faid that nobody 
that had conſidered the ſubje& could ſuppoſe that it was bettet 
to run in debt every year, and nobody had pointed out how the 
expences and eſtabh{hments would be reduced; then, of courſe, 
if they continue, they muſt be provided for; there is a material 
difference in favour ot the continuation of taxes, in preference 
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l to running in debt; for every year that you run two hundred 
. thouſand pounds in debt, you occupy above nine thouſand 
x a year of your loan duties, the reſidue of which duties, after 
r paying intereſt, is very honourably employed in the diſcharge of 
. the principal debt, This method would in a few years occupy 
r the whole of your ſinking fund, which is now between ſeventy 
0 and eizhty thouſand pounds a year. If that was entirely em- 
e ployed in the diſcharge of intereſt, all hopes were over of diſ- 
A charging or leſſening the principal debt. He ſaid that it was im- 
d poſſible for to agree with the ſecond reſolution, without amend- 
4 ing it by inſerting after the word country, ** excluſive of premi- 
d ums, bounties, and parliamentary grants.“ 
- Mr. Bao wNLOW.— The two reſolutions propoſed by the 
e right honourable gentleman ate beth of them abſolutely necefſury ; 
at and if the latter is not accepted, the firſt becomes nugatory. 
Ir By an accumulation of taxes you muſt ultimately deftroy your 
8 trade and manufactures. This reſolution does not bear at all 
ne hard againſt the preſent adminiſtration; if you do not agree to it, 
lt you leave this matter open for future adminiſtratione, for the 
in purpoſes of venality and corruption. Every friend to Ireland, 
re every man who has the leaſt regard for this Country, muſt vote for 
ſe this reſolution. 
* Mr. Gatfrirn.— This motion is not a motion of party; eve- 
2 ry man who has a ſnilling property in this Country ought to vote 
r for it; it is to bind adminiſtration, and to form a barrier aguintt 
1 tie mi niſte 's prodigatity, Gentlemen on the fide of adusontta- 
* tion lay they admit the principle cf the retolution 3 but why 
= do not they come forward and ſay how far will they go to carry 
this principle into effect? For my part I will give it my warmctt 
_ allent, 
lid | 
AN Mr. Mo.yneux ſaid the motion was unjuſt and unnecefFury, 
123 and he ſhould vote againſt it. 
nat 


Mr. Maso ſaid the queſtion appeared to him in a very diffe- 
rent light fſtom that in which it was conſidered by the right hondut- 
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able gentleman at the other fide of the Houſe, [Mr. Brownlow.] 
If this country was in a perfect cultivation, if our trade and ma- 
nufactures were thoroughly eſtabliſhed, it might poſſibly be right 
to adopt the principle of this reſolution, and to make our expen- 
ces conform to our revenue; but in the preſent ſituation of this 
kingdom, in the infancy of its trade, manufactures and agricul- 
ture, which require the conſtant attention and ſupport of pariia- 
ment, that meaſure might be attended with the moſt pernicious 
conſequences z and inſtead of reducing our expences to the level 
of the revenue, it would be more wile in us to endeavour to in- 
creaſe the revenue by eyery means not burdenſome on the ſub- 
ject, ſo that it might anſwer not only the reaſonable charges of 
government, but ſuch bounties as parliament ſhould think proper 
to grant for the encouragement of manufactures, 

Such, he ſaid, had been the policy of parliament for fifty years 
paſt, during which time they had granted, for the purpoſes he had 
mentioned, ſums which would be equa! to the national debt, and 
the conſequences have been, that our lands within that period 
have trebled in value; that our linen manufacture is no longer 
confined to a fingle province; that our fiſheries are become a great 
branch of trade ; and that agriculture, with her attendants, po- 
pulation and plenty, had ſpread herſelf indiſcriminately through 
every part of the kingdom. T hoſe are the effects of the well- 
timed liberality of former parliaments. Had they liſtened, on 
the contrary, to the narrow dictates of timid parſimony, the 
country would have continued in the ſame deplorable ſtate that it 
was at the beginning of that period; but happily for us, their 
views were enlarged, and we owe the preſent flouriſhing ſtate of 
the kingdom to the cauſes that have produced the debt of the na- 
tion. But the obvious tendency of this reſolution is to put 2 
| Nop to further improvements, by withdrawing thoſe bounties 
which nouriſh and ſupport them. | 

It has hitherto been alſo the policy of parliament to prevent 
any competition between their bounties and the expences of 
government, by providing amply for both; but if by a reſolution 
of this nature you compel his Majeſty's miniſters to reduce the 
charges of the eſtabliſhments, which if they were not conſidered 
as proper and neceſſary would not have been eſtabliſhed, on ac- 
count of a deficiency in the revenue, this will lead them to en- 
quire into the cauſes of that deficiency, and the firſt object that 
will meet them, in looking into the public accounts, is, a deduc- 
tion of one hundred and thirty thouſand pounds a year out of his 
Majeſty's hereditary revenue, for the payment of bounties ; and 
if you call upon them to reduce the eltabliſkments of the crown, 
a part of which only is defrayed by the ſupplies granted by this 
Houſe, they will conſider themſelves juſtly entitled to call upon 


8 to reduce your bounties, the whole of which are paid out of 


is Majeſty's bereditary revenue, — 
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He then reminded the Houſe that except that for the land-car- 
nage of corn, the whole of the bounties depended on temporary 
laws, and that within a few years it would be in the power of 
government to transfer 80,000]. a year from the bounties of 
parliament to the eſtabliſhments of the crown; that no danger of 
this kind could poſſibly be apprehended under the preſent admi- 
niſtration, but that we might not always be bleſt with à chief 
governor ſo attentive to our welfare; and that therefore he could 
not hazard, by agreeing to this reſolution, a diſcontinuance of the 
bounties ſo eſſential to the improvement of the kingdom. 


Mr. Fos ESs.— Since I had the honour of a ſeat in parliament, 
I do not recolle& any queſtion in the deciſion of which the cha- 
rater of this Houſe depended ſo much 3s on the preſent, The 


| new taxes of 140,000). were voted laſt ſeſſion, not on a convicti- 


on of an exiſting capacity in this nation to beer ſuch an additi- 
onal burden, but from a confidence that the ſyitem contained in 
the eleven propoſitions, muſt procure ſuch a conſiderable extenii- 
on of our trade, muſt meliorate our condition to ſuch a degree, 
and ſo ſtrengthen our reſources, as to enable us to bear theſe addi- 
tional taxes without inconvenience or diſtreſs ; but theſe propoſi- 
tions have taken their departure from this kingdom, and are gone 
to that country from whoſe bourn no traveller returns. Nothing 
has been left behind but the ſame incapacity to beer thoſe heavy 
taxes which exiſted in 1784. When | fog nothing has been lett 
behind but incapacity to bear taxes, I ſhould recolleQ that our 
conſtitution remains. A worthy and diligent officer of this 
Houſe has furniſhed us with a chart of our revenue—1I conſider 
it as a map of our territory, and when I recollect the events of 
laſt ſeſſion, and look on that chart, I feel a mixture of apprehen- 
ſion and gratitude for the danger we have eſcaped z what an ex- 
tent of territory were we near loſing ? what à dominion have we 
ſaved ? I congratulate this Houſe on our ſtill being poſſeiſed of 
the original ethcient power of controuling the purſe of the na- 
tion, not fettered by covenants, not embarraſſed by conditions; 
our rights not entangled in the web of legal ſubtlety, or political 
ſophiſtry; nor our commerce encumbered with final ſettlements, 
or even optional agreements. 

The ground on which the 1 40,0001, were voted laſt ſeſſion, 
was to equaliſe the expences of the nation to its revenues; but 
the finance miniſter has not attempted to ſtate that even this en- 
creaſe of taxes will effect equalifation : but the contrary ; for 
he has ſtated that next year our expences will exceed our revenues. 
He has not even pledged himtelf for economy—he has only 
promiſed excels. When he was called on to bring forward a 
meaſure of economy, he very candidly ſtatzd that he was not 
the Iriſh government, or in other words, that the miniſter of 
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finance in Ireland, had not ſtrength ſufficient to regulate or effed 
the due adminiſtration of the finances. But admitting that it had 
been ſtated that theſe new taxes would equaliſe our revenues to 
our expences, is it not our duty before we impoſe ſuch heavy 
burdens on the people, to examine whether there ate any articles 
of public expenditure which could be aboliſhed ? And in order 
to decide on the queſtion, let us conſider what have been the at- 
guments advanced in ſupport of the pteſent heavy burdens on the 
eſtabliſhment. 5 


public 
or {ex 
tated 
{wer, 


It has been ſeriouſly ſtated from the treaſury bench, that conſi- I a 
derable ſavings on the military eſtabliſhment are the natural and of th 
inevitable conſequences of war ; but the miniſter has forgot to there! 
Rate the ſavings on the civil eſtabliſhment in time of peace. The motic 
civil eſtabliſhment in this kingdom js moſt unfortunately circum- able 
ſtanced, for while, according to the miniſter's ſtatement, the mili- point 
tary eſtabliſhment enjoys that quiet, reſpite, and relaxation in- to be 
1eparable from a ſtate of war, the civil eſtabliſhment incurs ex- adopt 
x ences, and experiences relief neither in peace or war. During crea 
the courſe cf the laſt war, I remember, on a moticn for retrench- D, 
ment, [by Mr, Grattan] the miniſter of the day told us ſuch moti- that 
ons in the time of war was improper, as they tended to raiſe di!. penc 
ſatistaction; that peace was the proper ſeaſon ; that it would be ruind 
ungratcful in Ireland, reſpecting Great Britain, to adopt ſuch 1yt- we h 
tems; fo that between gratitude in war, and acquieſcence and Will 
confidence in peace, we are never to have any tetrenchment. It perlc 
reminds me of a ſaying of Mr. Townſhend, at a time when num- We 
bers of petitions were preſenting by the different counties and ci- [of ec 
ries in England: He ſaid that neither peace or war were proper gatio 
ſeaſons for the people to petition not a war, as it would inter- mu't 
rupt the miniſter in the conduct of his military operations; nor to th 
peace, as it would diſturb that tranquillity to neceſſary for the te- adop 
lief of the country. Another juſtification of the exceedings cf to pr 
the eſtabliſnments, is the cuſtom-houſe, that great unwieldy edi- taxes 
fice, that hangs like a cloud over the excecdings of our civil or i. 
eſtabliſhment, in order to conceal their deformity and defeat their peric 
inveſtigation; a meaſure which could have no other recommen- Prim, 
dation to minifters, but its abuſe. As there is no peevith oppoſi- land 
tion this ſeſſion, as geutlemen on all ſides have ſhewn an inclina- and 
to co-operate in doing the public buſineſs, as there is no war hes 
carried on by this ſide of the Houſe, the minifter ſhould reduce his like 
troops on the other fide to a peace eſtabliſiment. But after theſe able 
140, ocol. taxes are voted, let us ſuppoſe our conſtituents to aſk muff 
us tor what caute we impoſed on them theſe additional burdens ? muff 
They aſk naturally is it to ſupport a war, to build a navy, or by t 
eſtabiith colonics? We muſt an{wer, no—but to ſupport in the then 
itt place a penſion lift of g4,000!.—gcool. more than in Eng- Caſe 


land. They will aſk, have the peifons on that lift rendered the batt, 
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public any ſervice? We muſt anſwer that many of them by age 
or ſex, moſt of them from principle and inclination, are incapact- 
rated from ſo doing. What then muſt be the cauſe? We an- 
ſwet, to ſupport the honour and dignity of government. They 
alk, after military eſtabliſhment, lord lieutenant, judges, and 
ſome other obvious charges, what can be the other charges for 
ſupport of the dignity of government? We muſt anſwer, the con- 
ſtable of Carrickfergus, the cuſtomer of Youghall, the ſearcher 
of Strangford, and the cot ptroller of Dingle-Icouch. 

I am happy to find that even an attempt to juſtify the exceſs 
of the eſtabliſhments, excites ridicule and laughter. I truſt, 
therefore, that no man will hetitate to give his vote for this 
motion. If ſo many items of the eſtabliſnment are to exception- 
able that they cannot be juſtified; if there are ſo many ap- 
pointments on the civil liit, which every man muſt admit ought 
to be abuiiſhed, how urgent and ſtrong mult the negeſſity be for 
adopting the meaſure piopoſed, as a means to prevent the en- 
creaſe and multipi1cetion vt ſuch burdens on our eit:blit:mene, 

By the reſolution of laſt fetiion we ea%liſhed a principle 
that the annual revenues ought to be equaliſed to the annual ex- 
pences. If we go no farther, we nave eſtabliſhed a principle 
ruinous to the cqamercial and landed interett of this country z 
we have laid the foundation for tuch an eacreate of taxes @$ 
will effect a mate rapid depretſion of this country than even a 
perſeverance in the former practice of the accumulation cf debt. 
Ve wuſt Compleat Hur work, and in order to citabiiſh a ſyſtem 
of econom z, adopt this refoiuticn, and thereby make the obli- 
gation recipròval v: the nunifter and the parhament; the miniſter 
muſt conſine his expences within the amount of the income raiſed 
to the extent of his own demands. It is abſolutely neceſſary to 
adopt ſome meaſures to ſtop the growth of expence, if we wiſh 
to preſerve our lands from tavation. The experience of the new 
taxes of laſt ſeſſion has proved, that unleſs we retorc to our lands, 
or intend to ruin our trade, we are arrived at ncariy a final 
period of taxation; for by the tax on licenies we eſtabliſhed a 
prince for taxiag the neceffarics of life, The minitter of Eng- 
land began by ſuch a tax; «fterwaras he impoted taxes directly 
and heavily on the neceifaries of life; and the pretent minitter 
hes added to that fi ſtein a ſhop tax. In a country circumſtar.ced 
like this, where the quantity of circulating ipecie is inconſider- 
able, a tax on the uccellaries ct lite, by cilanciog their price, 
muſt operate like a ſcarcity ; aid 57 rang the price of labour, 
muſt cruth our infant manufactures. But gentlemen argue, that 
by this reſvluction we bind dhe hands of copernment, ad difable 
them fro. n providing fur emergencies, 2s war, for inſtance. In 
Caſe 2 war ſhould happen, £04.d we imnoH: iaxcs on the necei- 
ſaties of lite or the land? ang we have nochiag elte left, Would 


- 
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it contribute to promote that union among the people, neceſſat; 
to enable us to repel foreign invaſion, to render the people dif. 
contented with government, by an encreaſe of the public bur. 
dens? Or would the oppreſſion of the landed intereſt, by a tax, 
the better enable that intereſt to ſupport a proteſtant government 
againſt its aſſailants? This country is not to be defended by 
taxes. The experience of the laſt war has convinced us, tha 
we muſt rely on the ſpirit, and not the taxation of the people, 
for ſupport. But if the miniſter will not give us this meaſure, 
let him conſent to our having the ſame ſecurity as England again 
the encreaſe of the influence of the crown; let us have the amourt 
of our penſion liſt limited, uſeleſs offices ſuppreſſed, acts paſſed fer 
preventing arrears of the civil liſt, for 6mplit;ing the colleCtion and 
diſburſements of the public money. Will the minifter of Ireland, 
the delegate of Mr. Pitt, neither give us Mr. Pitt's reform in 
repreſentation nor finance? If the miniſter of England has any 
virtues, his defegate here endeavours, under their ſplendour, to 
conceal his own defects, and to gain a falſe credit with the public, 
Are we, in this kingdom, to be prevented from adopting any of 
thoſe ſalutary meaſures of economy? 

Are we to be prohibited by the miniſter from relieving our eſ- 
tabliſhawients from any of thoſe burdens which are the vices of 
former adminiſtrations, and their continuance the reproach of 
the preſent? Are we to abſtain from the touch of them, as if 
they were facred, and to regard and revere thoſe inſtruments of 
public corruption as monuments of individual metit, or records 
of upright government? But if parliament will not interpoſe to 
aboliſh thoſe places, they muſt, they cannot refuſe to prevent 
their increaſe z and of courſe the growth of taxes, which if not 
reſtrained, I will repeat it, muſt ſoon fall on the land. I will 
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ſuppoſe a future miniſter ſhould argue thus :—What has difap- franc: 
pointed former Engliſh miniſters in this country? The virtue, whicl 
power, and weight of the landed interelt of Ireland, overbalanc- Tor th 
jag the influence of the crown. By a reſolution of the commors Nat t 
in 1785, a principle is eſtabliſhed, that the revenues ſhould be and | 
raiſed to the expences, without limitation on the miniſter ; as to truſts 
the amount of thoſe expences, I will avail mytelf of this will had | 
increaſe without bounds, penſions and employments; all other : = 

$ | 


ſubjects of taxation ſoon exhauſted, I will fali on the land, and 
between the increaſed influence of the crown, and the depreſſed, 
ſtate of the landed gentry, I ſhall be enabled to wreak my ven- | 
geance on the landed intereſts, the former barrier of the people's Heer 
rights. I will harraſs it to ſuch a degree that they will be re- poſiti 
duced to the neceſſity of conſenting to an union, in order to almol 
obtain a limitation of tax, as in Scotland. Every good miniſter tor. 

muſt wiſh for a meaſure like the preſent; it will ſtop the growth Pogr 
of demand againſt him; it will proſetibe corrupt influence and = 


and t! 
That 
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4 
ervile dependance. When any application is made to a miniſter 
o impoſe burdens on the eſtabliſhment in favour of an individual, 
e may refer him to the reſolution of the Houſe of Commons— 
meaſure calculated to defend in future a good miniſter from 
orrupt importunity, and to reſtrain a bad miniſter, by ſomethiag 


by ittle ſhort of legal incapacity. 
ple, Sir HexcuLzs LanGrisSHe.—The motion made by the right 
ure, onourable member, the reſult of ſo honourable a motive, and has 


or its object fo defirable an end, that gentlemen who oppoſe 
he mode of interpolition may be repreſented as unfriendly to the 
principle it purſues. However, they muſt "7 for their vindica- 
jon on the force of their arguments, and truſt their character to 
ne candour of the Houſe and the juſtice of the nation. I 
ell know economy in government is a return—a debt due to 
he liberality of parliament. A juſt application of the public 
money is a duty which the crown owes to the people who ſupply 
it; but though it is a duty that cannot be controverted, the exer- 
iſe of it cannot be-confined under the bondage of ſuch a reſolu- 
tion as that now propoſed, The reſolution enjoins, That the 
tpences of the nation ſhould be confined to her annual income ;” 
that is, in all times and circumſtances, let whatever exigencies 
or circumſtances happen, whether of foreign attack or domeſtic 
diſturbance, whether the revenues ſhould riſe or fall; in all events 
that the crown ſhould be- bound by the admonition of parliament 
not to exceed the annual income of the nation, It is the duty of 


e to government to make the income of the nation the general meaſure 
vent Nef its expences. It is what every rational man thinks, and what 
not every fuchful counſellor would adviſe z but if you agree to that 
will reſolution, you conclude the crown in all events, in all circum- 
ap- ffances ; you deprive the crown of that degree of diſcretion with 


which the conſtitution has inveſted it, and which may be neceſlary 
for the ſafety of the ſtate or the honour of government. He ſaid 
ors that the conſtitution requires theſe confidential truſts in the crown, 
| be and has placed in parliament a controul over the abuſe of theſe 
$s to ruſts. That the Lord Lieutenant in his ſpeech from the throne, 
will had inculculated the very doctrine this reſolution profeſſes. 
ther Chat as this reſolution was exceptionable, ſo was it unneceſſary, 
and as the firſt reſolution contained the whole import of the ſecond, 
ed, Wd the firſt had received the unanimous approbation of the Houle. 
en- hat if the evil complained of was the accumulation of debt and 
Jle's ene encreaſe of taxes, it was ſomewhat particular that this inter- 
5 poſition ſnould be made in the only ſeſſion within out memory 
- to almoſt in which neither a new loan nor a new tax were applied 
iter for. It was making a ſtand againſt an evil when it ſtops its 
wth progreſs; it was applying medicines when the diſorder had 
and ceaſed, It was like calling the righteous, and not ſinners to 
repentance, He combated the poſition that the new taxes of laſt 
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ſeſſion were 3 eonſideration for commercial advantages; that hs take 
knew cf no ſuch covenant, nor of any parties competent u prod: 
make ſuch. V/hilit a ſyſtem of commercizl advantages was 221 recel 
tated, a proputtion was made here and accompanied it, to pte. ſew: 
vent the accumulation of debt, by making the annual revenug to the 
equal to the annual expences—a meafure ſtanding on its own fably 


baſis—independent of the fyſtem-—egually eligible if the ſyſten 
were adopted or not; nay, more ſo perhaps, if vou do not adop 
a ſyſtem that would have enlarged your refource*, hecauſe it i; 
leſs madneſs in a man to run in debt who has a rifing eſtate, than 
one who has not. That we could not juſtify ourſelves to our 
conſtituents if we made a poſitive grant for an ungranted beneft, 
nor had any body authority fo to enſure the ſacceis of the ſyſten 
as to accept the confideration beforchand. As to the infinuation 
that were thrown out againit the commercial bill, he begged i 
expreſs a different ſentiment; that his humble talents and ſubot- 
dinate ſituation placed him fo far from the councils and confidence 
of government, that he might ſpeak his own opinion without 
involving any interference concerning the ſentiments of cther, 
He thought of it now as nag laſt ſeſſion, that it would be ad- 
vantageous to commerce, and inoffenſive to conſtitution; and the 
objections all went to the preliminary propoſitions and not to the 
bill itſelf, However, it is now at reſt—requieſca? in pate—and 
if he were to ſpeak his own wiſh, he would add, firma ſpe Beate 
reſurrectienis. It ſſeeps to be awakened only by the general call, 
when it would appear juſtihed, and he was confident (if he might 
be allowed the expreſſion) it would rife again if ever there ſhould 
come a day of judgment in that Houſe. He begged only to be 
allowed to drop a tear on the tomb of a friend. It the honourable 
member tkought it unfriendly or inimical to this country, he wa 
in the right to triumph in its fall—he might ** call on Tully's 


name, and hail the father of his country, tor it was proftrate in 
the duſt,”? 


Mr. Coax ſaid he perfeRly agreed with thoſe who had ſtated 
the preſent queſtion to be one of great magnitude: Far above any 
meaſure of economy, it was a queſtion upon a principle of eco- 
nomy; whether or not ſuch a principle was to be inf:{ed into out 
conſtitution, was now to be determined. It was not a meaſure 
which related to preſent extravagance, but a principle which was 
to deſcend down the ſtream of time for the happinets of ourſclves 
and for the aggrandizement of our poſterity, The Chancellor of 
the Exchequer had ſaid that the principle acceded to on the grant 
of the new taxes laſt year, applied to that year alone, but that 
the ground of the grant of the ſame taxes this year was different, 
being merely that cf the exigency of the year, and totally uncon- 
need with the principle voted laſt year. The right honourable 
member had alto ſtated, that the miniſtry were about to uader 
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take the government of the country with a revenue falling in its 
produce, but which they hoped would riſe ſo as to anſwer their 
recelſities. The firſt of theſe poſitions he thought ſufficiently 
ſhewed the neceſſity of the propoſed reſolution, but when added 
to the ſecond, there could remain no doubt of its being indiſpen- 
ſably requiſite. With reſpect to the latter, he faid he was ſome- 
thing ſurprized at the mode of calculating the fall of the revenue, 
and would take the liberty of making ſome remarks upon it; in 
doing which, he muſt beg leave to controvert another poſition of 
the right honourable member, that the report of the committee 
of accounts had paiſed without remark, ſince he muſt put him 
in mind that he [Mr. Corry] had moved ſome reſolutions in the 
committee which were negatived, and that he had afterwards 
given notice on the report, that he ſhould move to have that 
report taken into conſideration on a ſubſequent day. With te- 
ſpect to the finance of the country, he begged the patience 


= of the Houſe while he ſhould ſtate a few facts that would point 
* out the progreſs of their debts, their expences and their revenues; 
1 it was wiſe, he ſaid, ſometimes to look back; obſervation on 
= things paſt, he ſaid, was the meaning of the word experience; it 

was to live over again in half an hour years paſt, it was to ſee 

our errors and our faults, and it was to furniſh ourſelves with the 
* means of remedying them in time to come: For this purpoſe he 
* would offer to the Houſe a ſhort compariſon on ſome principal 
all, heads of finance for the laſt ten years. He then went into a com- 
ight pariſon of the expences on the civil and military eſtabliſhments, 
ud penſions, exceedings, concordatum, military contingencies, bar - 
* racks, king's letters, revenues, taxes, &c. at the different 
ible periods of 1775, 1780, 1785, and of the eſtimates made for the 
wa; bear up to March, 1787, ſhewing the great encreaſe of ezpence 
Iy' on every article, the encreaſe of taxes and debt at each of thoſe 
in {uccellive periods, and the general ſtate of the preſent time, He 

proceeded to remark upon the ſtatement made of the taxes up to 
5 March, 1787, which had been ſtated as to produce the ſame 
ate 


amount as the produce of the year up to March, 1786 they had 
an) not been rightly calculated, he ſaid, for the year 17863 for the 


eco- Chancellor of the Exchequer in ſtating the produce of that year 
2 had purſued this method: The produce of the half year up to 
\fure 


Michaelmas, 1785, was known, and was ſtated by the right honou- 
nble gentleman z but the produce of the half year from Michael 
mas, 1785, to March, 1786, was eſtimated for a leſs amount, 
Or of becauſe, ſaid the rizht honourable 1 | will take it at 

the amount of the correſponding half year in the laſt yeat's ac- 
counts, not as equal to the patt half year in the preſent year's 
accounts, The reaſon of this, the right honourable gentleman 
had not ſtated, and he therefore ſuppoſed it proceeded from good 
actz of diſpoſition, which made lum willing to give his friends 
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in the adminiſtratron the greateſt merit he could beſtow, inſinuat. was 
ing that economy muſt ſupply the place of revenue z but though min 
he approved of that intention, he muſt diffent from the reaſoning, mir 
Why was not the half year up to Michaelmas, 1785, compared an 

with the correſponding half year in the latt half year's account, peo 
to ſhew its increaſe, which was great? Or, if not then, why was atta 
that mode adopted for the other half year; by which its eſtimated the! 
produce was lowered? Or, why was not the mode adopted which ple 
had been in ule hitherto, and particularly laſt year made uſe of righ 
by the miniſter who then filled that department, on whole ability pat! 
and authority, he ſaid, he thought he could rely, and therefore pro 
when he conſidered the new mode he could not help thinking it ſure 
f:llacious, and the reaſoning founded on it falſe. Here he obſfery- and 
ed the Houie took notice of ſomething, and finding what it was, min 
ſaid he nevet could apply the terms falſe or fallacious to the right a m 
honourable baronet's intentions, but he did to his argument and of | 
calculation merely; he meant that it was unfounded and miſcon- her, 
ceived wheyp-he faid fallacious and falſe z but as for his charactet the 
and intenflons he entertained the fincereft reipect for them. He cou 
thought himſelf, therefore, at liberty, on his part, to ſtate how let 
the eſtimate would be in the mode uſed laſt year, and ſhew that ple 
by that it would appear that inſtead of a defalcation of revenues, van 
there was a ſurplus of net revenue remaining, ſuppoſing the new De 
taxes not to encteaſe 3 but that they would increaſe, the right ho- nan 
nourable gentleman has allowed himſelf, and therefore, he faid, rich 
the ſurplus of revenue muſt be confiderable indeed, and he there- we 
fore could not afſent to the merit aſſumed of undertaking the bui- not 


neis of the country with a falling revenue, in the extent it had 
been ſtated. He went into a detail of figures to prove this, and 
ſhew the amount of the exceſs. It was, however, high time, 
whatever were the merits of goverament, for parliament to ſpeak 
economy; it the retroſpeC& to out own hiſtory did not ſuflicient- 


ly prove this, let us look round to the other nations of the world; a : 
Spain, with all her treaſures, laboured under her debt; Holland, "4 
with all her induſtry, groaned under her debt; France, with all * 
her reſources, ſunk even to bankruptcy under her debt; and Great od 

Britain, in the adult vigour of ingenuity and arts, ſtaggered unde hell 
her debt; to Ireland alone it was competent to turn over with ac. the 
vantage the page of hiſtorical experience, and profit by the exan- the 
ple ” other nations; let her be wiſe then betimes. Of the two 8 
political phenomena which have attracted the wonder of mankind mic 
in our own day, the nativity of the American, and the regener- the 
tion of the Irith conſtitution, how different ate the fates ?—Ame pea 
rica, worn down by her conteſts, ſcarcely ſupports a poor and tag 
painful exiſtence, while Ireland burſts forth with an energetic v- ther 
zour, which wants only, to render it permanent, the whole ſome mer 


nurcuie of a timely economy — That taſk is yours—if ever then 
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it was 2 ſituation worthy the ambition of a man, it is that of the 
gh miniſtry of this country, and particularly of the right honourable 
g. miniſter at the head of the finance; to them it is entruſted to form 
ed an untouched country fruitful in ſoil, genial in climate; whoſe 
nt, people are full of every generous feeling, and every capacity of 
FL attaining the heighth of happineſs to be derived from induſtry; to 
ed them is entruſted the forming of ſuch a country and ſuch a peo- 
ich ple z their ſyſtem of politics, of finance and cf trade. Let the 
of right honourable gentleman rake parliament with him, and with 
ity parliament at his back, he may ſtedfaſtly look in the face the 
ore proudeſt ſtranger who comes to govern us, to diſſipate our trea- 
it ſure, or to burden our proſperity; this refolution will aid him 
tv. and the other ſervants of the crown to refuſe compliance with a 
as; miniſter who may propoſe a ſyſtem of public profuſion; if ſuch 
ght a miniſter ſhould come, not equal to the unparalleled perfection 
ind of the preſent miniſter—or if one equal to him in perfection ſhould 
on- hereafter arrive, it will aid that miniſter to refuſe compliance with 
fer the deſires of thoſe who with more intereſt in the'proſperity of the 
He country, may have leſs regard than himſelf to its economy. But 
ow let not the miniſter, by refuſing us the eſtabliſhment of this princi- 
hat ple of economy, be ſo barbarous as to deprive us of the only ad- 
les, vantage ariſing from the poverty and the thraldom of centuries. 
ew Deprived by the miſtaken policy of a formerly hard ſiſter, of the 
ho- name of a nation, of the bleilings of nature, of induſtry, of 
aid, riches, one only ſolitary advantage could reſult to this country; 
ere- we did not, becauſe we could not heap up the ruin of debt—Do 
bub. not let him now be barbarous enough to deprive us of the only 
had benefit of that poverty inflited by his country; but ſuffer us to 
and riſe at length into happineſs, to attain the means of aiding the 
ime, proſperity of the empire, and to prove to a repenting ſiſter, that 
peak her intereſt and her glory are dear to Ireland as her own. 

_ Mr. GrxaTTAan,—Sir, the motion before you is very near 
td; 


a ſelf-evident propoſition that a nation, after a great exer- 


and, tion to raiſe her revenues, ought not to exceed them,—T differ 
h al from thoſe gentlemen who deny that the new taxes were grant- 
_ ed in conſideration of commercial advantages z commerce was 
ide held forth the laſt ſeſſion as one of the compenſations; to ſtop 
n ad. the progreſs of debt, was the other; but if any man doubts whe- 
xa. ther commercial advantages were in contemplation of the new 
* taxes, look to the eleven reſolutions, and let the record deter- 
110 mine; there you will find the reſolution for the taxes a part of 
nei the new ſyſtem of commerce z the new taxes there evidently ap- 
w_ pear to have been aſked on the credit of new commercial advan- 
apr tages, which were ſuppoſed likely to generate a new ability to bear 
oy them; and as a further inducement, theſe taxes were alſo tecbm- 
_ mended by the ſtipulation of putting a ſtop to the further accu» 


mulation of debt. 
Vor. VI, H 
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Here then were held ont two compenſations, trade and econo- 
my neither were to exiſt in promiſe, but both were to form part 
of your laws : accordingly, by the eleventh propoſition, the 
{.rplus of hereditary revenue was to make up home deficiency 
before it could be applied to the navy of Great Britain, and the 
Englich minifter could not obtain Iriſh money, unlels he became 
an Iriſh economiſt Here was a felf-oper..tive principle of eco- 
noiny eſtabliſhed, not in confidence, but in law; this was the idea 
of the reſolutions; and even the commercial bill, which does in 
fome meaſure betray that idea, does ſtipulate for economy, and 
provides that this Houſe ſhould in future proceed by eſtimate, and 
that when government exceeded, the exceſs ſhould fall on the 
Engliſh fund. Thus the new taxes were to be accompanied 
with two compenſitions, trade and economy; the firſt compen- 
ſation is withdrawn. I do not enquire now whether the bill of the 
rigbt honourable member was good or bad. I continue to think 
It execrable—but certainly it was not the condition held out, or 
the trade thit was offered in the original propolitions. You have 
loſt one compenſition, the trade; and the queſtion is now, whe» 
ther you will loſe the other, economy? When gentlemen agreed 
to the ſirſt reſolution this night propoſed, that it was neceſſary to 
ſtop the further accumulation of debt, I ſupp»le them to have 
been fincere, that they meant it not as a vile excuſe for granting 
new taxes, hit as the principle of the grant. 1 enter into the 
ſpirit cf that principle, and affirm that the beſt method of ſecur- 
ing its operation is to vote the ſecond reſolution. For the mere 
and unqualified encreale of taxes, does not prevent, but rather 
encourages the growth of debt, for it encourages the growth of 
expence; it is an amneſty to paſt, and a {pur to future profuſion, 

as if a father ſhould ſay to his ſon—I will pay all your extrava- 

gance by way of dilcovragemert.— This general obſervation ap- 

plies to this country with peculiar force, becaule in this country 
there are peculiar cauſes of extravagance. 

You have two admi: iſtrations, that of Ireland, and that of 
Great Britain; and of courle a double patronage, and a two-fold 
authority to load your elabliſhment z moreover, you have no ap- 
propriation of funds iu Ireland, as there is in Great Britain; and 
not having a ſpecial, you thould ſurely have a general limitation 
—azain, we have no Irith cabinet—individuals may deprecate, 
may diſſuade, but they cannot enforce their principles—there 13 
no embodied authority in Ireland. 

Again, your government conſtantly fluctuates; your viceroy1 
change every day—men of different parties and different princt- 
ples, faithful to private engagement, but not bound to any uni- 
form public ſyſtem; again, you have no decided reſponſibility 
in Ireiand—the objects of your inqueſt might not be eaſily found; 
in thort, you hase in this country the misfortune of a double 
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adminiſtration, a double imp 
and a fugacious reſponſibility, 


But if you have any doubt, whether under theſe particular cir- 
cumſtances, the mere ſupply or growth of tax will prevent the 
growth of debt, turn to hiſtory—I have heard of a nation in a 
ficuation ſimilar to yours at this very period, a nation, who, 
wearied and exhauſted by a diſgraceful accumulation of debt in 
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ortunity, a fluctuating government, 


2 profound peace, determined to put an end to the pernicious 
n practice, paid off all her arrears, and raiſed her taxes to the eſti- 
4 mate of her expences; but forgot one precaution, the precaution 
d of checking the growth of expence, as one eſſential means of 
1e ſtopping the further accumulation of debt—Behold the conſe- 
ed quence! in eleven years ſhe doubled her debt, and multi plied all 
« her expences,—You are that nation.— Vou did in 1773, agree to 
e 


put an end to the pernicious practice of running in debt; you 
paid off five half years arrears to anſwer that end; you raifed 
your taxes above 100,000]. a year to anſwer that end, and you 
took the miniſter's word for the further ſecuring that object, and 
accordingly you have ſince that time doubled your debt, and you 
have beſides borrowed above Joo, oool. in life annuities, and you 
have likewiſe added more to your expences than the eſtimated 
amount of the new taxes. 
Figures are irkſome to this Houſe -I ſhall therefore preſent you 
with a picture of your race of expence z behold the map of your 
policy, delineated by a very ingenious man, with talents and ac- 
curacy. 

ee the chart of your credit, an evaneſcent ſpeck juſt riſing 
above the plane of the horizon, and then it drops; while your 
debt aſcends like a pyramid, with an audacious defalcation, and 
almoſt culminates in your meridian,—Midway of this mountain 
of debt, you will difcern a line marking your effort to put an 
end to the practice of running in debt.—lt is not neceſſary for a 
man to read, it is ſufficient for him to ſee in order to refute the 
honourable and right honourable gentlemen on this ſubject. 

From this experience then, as well as from general principles, 
I would infer, that if you mean to ſtop the growth of debt, it is 
neceſſary to ſtop the growth of expence. it has been ſaid, this 
is making a covenant with government to live within its income. 
tfayit is ſo ; and | add that a nation giving to her government 
140,000l. new taxes, has a right to inftilt on ſuch a covenant, — 
Talk as you pleaſe, ſhe approaches you on this occaſion, with 


eroys the authority and ſuperiority of a creditor and benefaQor—ſhe is 
rinci- not reduced to ſupplicate, but warranted to demand econo- 
um- my. ; 

ibility Government made her own eſtimate of revenue and of ex- 
bund; pence ; the nation left both to her diſcretion—ſay what you want 
double and you fhall have it; but when you have got it, live upon it 
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the commercial intereſt of this country is to be advanced]; let 
us on that encouragement meet at once our domeſtic difficulties 
a generous country pardons pail profuſion come to an account 
with her—ſtate your wants, and ſtate your taxes. This was the 
idea of the parliament z and the queſtion now is, whether go- 
vernment is to be limited by all the revenues ſhe held, to be ſuf- 
ficient for all the expences ſhe held; To be neceſfary, in ſhort, 
whether in ordinary years, there ſhall be in the kingdom of Ire- 
land, any fach thing as limitation at all, in the 8 of 
the public purſe ? to fo plain a principle of political falvation; 
ro a principle ſo particularly applicable to a nation governed by 
vicerovs from another country—a principle rendered ſo neceſſary 
by the habits of importunity—a principle enforced by the experi- 
ence of every year's debt, and admitted by the inward conviction 
of every man who Lears me. What objeQtion is made? What bar 
can you ſuppoſe is advanced ? Would you believe it ? Could any 
man Conceive it? The objection is, that no one Lord Lieutenant 
can bind or anſwer for his ſucceſſors; here is admitted, that very 
Jargon, that very difarrangement of council, that very itreſpon- 
ſibility of government, which we all lament; and on which gen- 
tlemen on the other fide rely, and demand of you for that very 
reaſon, to entruſt the purſe of the public, to the faith of this 
diſcordancy of ſucceſſon. We are not to impoſe reſtrictions by 
arliament, becauſe we cannot rely on the continuance or uni- 
fermity of the counci's of government: To private engagements, 
however expenſive, faithful indeed! But with regard to public 
maxims, tranſient ! Here is their argument! The infirmity of our 
ſituetion, which thould induce your caution, is gravely urged a3 
the infallible argument againſt your interferency. Strange as this 
argument is, it yields in extravagance to another grave objection 
which immediately followed it; an objection which affirmed that 
you ought not to limit your government in its income, becauſe 
its expences nuſt rile—The very evil itſelf, the thing we dread ! 
We fear their expences will riſe—we fear the encreale of your 
taxes will encourage thoſe expences—we apprehend that govern- 
ment will not meet us half way, fo that economy on their ſide, 
may aid the new gtants on yours, and ſecure us againſt the growth 
of future taxes, and future debts, To quiet theſe fears, we are 
told in perfect ſeriouſneſs, that our expences muſt encreaſe— 
You need not be afraid, you may be certain of the danger—T his 
argument which threatened us with an encreaſe of our expence, 
is attended with another, which threatens with the decreaſe of 
our revenue, What a ſtrange image mult thoſe gentlemen have of 
the poſlible ſtate of this country ! and what a much more ſtrange 
provifion do they make for ſuch a conjunture! Your expences 
muſt increaſe, and your revenue may tail z and in contemplation 
of fuch an event, you ought not to limit your expenditure te 
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your income. Eventful inability is urged as an argument againſt 
reſtraining the growth of your incumbrances, and the poſſible di- 
minution of your expence, However, Sir, this prophecy, I 
imagine, has but little foundation, no more than the argument 
gentlemen conſtruct upon 1t—the revenue of this country muſt 
riſe—You have taken care of that by your new grants—the 
wealth of this country muſt increaſe nothing can prevent the 
growth of her riches, but the growth of her taxes. 1 would atk 
thoſe gentlemen, who omen the decreaſe of your revenues, was 
it not themtelves who made the eſtimates, both of revenues and 
expences? And when preſſed to limit themſelves to their own 
eſtimates, do they not now gravely tell us, that you cannot depend 
on either: It ſeems they reſt the ſtrength of their argument on the 


n ruins of the credit of their eſtimates, in direct contradiction 
ir to this argument. But in oppoſition to this reſolution, the 
ly ſame gentlemen, with the ſame conviction, affirm that the 
at wealth of this country will encreaſe moit exceedingly, Here 
L the proſpect changes for the ſake of the argument; and inſtead 
n of a declining, you are reprelented as a proſperous and riſing 
Ne ſtate z your manufactures are to increaſe moit exceedingly ; 
ry but then your bounties are to encreaſe alſo, and your re- 
VS venues by ſuch a dedudd are to fall. Gentlemen won't fee that 
by the encreaſe of manufactures, the increaſe of export and of 
m- wealth, muſt have a general operation; and if they add to the 
its, charge of your bountics, muſt in a much greater proportion 
pic add to the revenues. No, no, ſay gentlemen, the increaſe of 
our manufaQtures, the general ſale of their goods at home, and 


a thriving export, are the natural cauſes of the ruin of the reve- 
nue. It ſeems in Ireland the revenues are deltroyed by the 
weaith of the nation, From a poſition at once ſo ignorant and ſo 
ludicrous, gentlemen proceed to their great hold, the main ſtrength 
of their cauſe, and exclaim, what! limit government to its incoine 
the very year in which his Majeſty's miniſters have not applied for 
a vote of credit ! I meet the ſtrengch of their argument. I fay, 
yes, this very year. I wave the advantage I poſſeſs in the general 
principle, that in ordinary years the ſtate ſhould be reſtrained by 
Its own eſtimates of expence and revenue, I wave the additional 
advantage | have in the application of this principle to the particu- 
lar circumſtances, babits, and diſpoſitions of this country. I wave 
alſo the other ſad advantage which my argument has in the expe- 
nmental knowlegde of the progreſs of your expence. I meet the 
gentlemen in the ſtrength of their argument, and ſay that we ought 
to limit the growth of expence this very year in which you have 
not been called upon for a yore credit. Yes, this very year when 
we have granted above 140, oool. on no compenſation but the hope 
to ſtop the growth of debt and expence. This very year, in which 
we buy economy by our taxes, or get nothing, T his very year 
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in which we perceive ſymptoms of departing from that economy, 
See your accounts, On a comparative view ot the eſtimates for 
1786 with the expences* for 1784, your civil Iſt has encreaſed 
above 23,000l. per annum; your military liſt has encreaſed 
about 80,0001. and your concordatum excecding above 12,0ccl, 
Without a wiſh to criminate (for a queſtion of this fort is 
too high either for reflection or panegyric) I aſk are not 
theſe {ymptoms ſufficient to induce this Houſe, when it conti- 
nues the new grants, in order to ſtop the growth of debt, to take 
ſome precaution to check the career of expence; the danger 
of adding to the penſion lift, of adding to the ſalaries of officers, 
and of ſuch unavailing, heedleſs, and improvident donations. In 
the courle of this debate, we are reminded and checked by another 
argument that exclaims, your bounties ! your bounties ! parlia- 
mentary grants, vour public jobs, theſe are a great cauſe of the 
growth cf your debt and encteaſe of your expences; as if the pub- 
lic was cated becauſe the government was not the only hand that 
heaped burden upon her back. What, are there then ſo many 
Cifterent cauſes? ſo many pietences all combining to encreaſe our 
expences? From hence | argue for, and the gentlemen againſt a 
refolution of reſtraint; the complication of ditorders it ſeems, to 
them, is a reaſon againſt the remedy, | 
I adwire the unfeigned zeal with which thoſe gentlemen eſpouſe 
the cauſe of the manufaQurers ; but I cannot forget their di ſcretion 
when they at the opening of the ſeſſion limited the ſum to be grant- 
ed to them, by a reſolution which had reſtrained your grant, and 
precluded all manufactures which had not the laſt year partaken of 
the bounty. Men theſe manufacturers, the objects of their com- 
paſſion, are under your conſideration, with great diſcretion and 
jealouſy they diicern the neceſſity of putting ſome limits, by reſolu- 
tion, to that ſpecics of bounty, but when atterwards the ſame rule 
is propoſed to be applied to themſelves, when it is propoſed to li- 
mit the expence of government, no, ſay the friends of miniſters, 
don't impoſe on us ſuch a rule, or the abſclute neceſſity of living 
within income pity the poor manufacturers—have ſome regard to 


the infant ſtate of your country don't preclude thoſe various me- 


N claimants, (whom they themſelves have precluded altes- 
vo 
Sir, that principle which government applied to manufaRures, 
T weuld apply to themſelves, I would have the obligation of ecc- 
numy to run along with the new grants; I would have it the pre- 
amble of the bill, and the annual condition of its renewal, that tbe 
ſecretary might carry in his pocket the condition of the grant as 2 
anſwer to ſolicitation ; that he might ſay to the impottunate df 
you have 'claims—your reliance on our economy gives you jt 
retenſions to expect public money, but our hands are bound—bh<r 
is the act of parliament.— This would ſave the right honourable 
gentleman the fear of offending, and the trouble of thinking. Sit, u 
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the courſe of theſe objections, gent! emen have not forgatten to in- 
fiſt on the poiſihility of unforcſeen exigencies as a reaſon aguinſt an 
obligation on the Iriſh miniſter in ordinary vears to confine himſelf 
to his own eſtimate cf expence and revenue, I believe the Eng- 
liſh conſtitution does not warrant the objodion—extraord!rary 
emergen.ics (another word for reatons of fate) ſhould not be it 
up as a pretence for extraordinary powers in the crown. Thi; 
principle is peculiarly applicable to the cafe of money, therefore 
it was that ſhip-money was held illegal, though it was infilted £212 
the crown ſhould have a power cf leviing money in great emer - 
gency ; the ſame principle which condenins the praftice of unfere- 
ſeen emergency in ſupport of a latitude to lay the foundation of 
taxes without the confent of parliament, by the teterved power cf 
exceeding income, 

Sir, this objection of unforeſeen emergencies is peculiarly un- 
ſeaſonable now, becauſe it happers to be fallified by his Majeſty's 
ſpeech from the throne, which felicitates his people on the ptoi- 
pect of compleat tranquility. Had gentlemen any reaſon to appre- 
hend any danger, foreign or domeſtic, war or rebellion, I ſuppoſe 
they would have taken ſome precautions; but | aſk what is there 
in the general complexion of the times? What is there in your ſe- 
queſtered ſituation to juſtify this pretence of unforeſeen emergency? 
- this affeQation of ſtate myſtery ? A latitude not for exertion, 
but. expence. What wars have you to wage? What enemies 
have you to overwhelm ? Againſt whom do you point the thun- 
der of your arms? No, no, your emergencies are of a different 
kird— the gentle ſolicitation, the fond importuaity, and the kind 
reply on the ſubje& of public money Theſe ate your wars, theſe 
are your energencies— Who would have imagined to have ſeen in 
the courſe of this debate, that faded cockade of the caſtle, conf 
dence,” advanced on the {ide of the court—confidence in the Irich 
miniſter in the uncontrolled expenditure of iriſh money—What, af- 
ter all your experience, to preter canſidence to this refolution, re- 
quires, in my opinion, à moit robuſt conſcience and a moſt iaſirm 
underſtanding. Detirous as we all are to pay every teſpect, and 
with every predilection in tavour of our prelent viceroy, a young 
man of a very noble unſuſpicious nature, expoſed perhaps to much 
importunit y; yet who cen atifwer for his continuance? This con- 
hdence then muſt extend to all his ſucceſſots, whoever they be, uf 
whatever caſt, party, principle, or capacity—But even that wer.': 
do. This contideace muſt extend to all the fecretiries of all 
the future lord lieutenants, In the lait teven years we had 
ſeven lord lieutenants and eight ſecretaries, The confidence 


muſt then .be extended to the lords and commons of Great 
Britain, or rather to the king's commiilion, on a pure and per- 
te& perſuaſion that whom the king ſhall appoint the lord 1111- 
minates, and where the purſe is beltowed, there is the virtue ard 
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there is the economy.—This will not do; it is not ſufficient that 
viceroys ſhould be gods—lriſhmen muſt be angels, and importunity 
and ſolicitation ceaſe ; and in that event I ſubmit to the force of 
the argument of confidence, as ſomething not according to reaſon, 
but above it. : 

I have trouhled you long, but before I fit down I muſt obſerve, 
that the ſucceſs of your manufaQtures is much intereſted in this 
motion. Gentlemen are not to be informed that the great com- 
mercial reſour.es which Ireland poſſeſſes is not capital, but a 
comparative exemption from the . of taxes. The encreaſe 
ol your expences muſt operate therefore as a diminution of your 
commercial reſources, and not only encreaſe the undue influence 
of the Britiſh miniſter in the Iriſh parliament, but hinder the com- 
petition of the Iriſh manufacturer in his own market. The nature 
of the new taxes tends the rather to excite the apprehenſion, be- 
cauſe fome of theſe taxes are regiſters ; taxes on licences to fell 
leather, ſoap, candles, &c. being in themſelves of very ſmall 
product, I fear them as a key to a more general taxation, and the 
more earneſtly do I wiſh, therefore, to ſtop the growth of ex- 
pence. I think this is a good opportunity; for I think the new 
grants give you a right to inſiſt on eſtabliſhing a great principle 
of economy, When we make new grants, let us make points 
for Ireland; and while we are generous to the crown, let us pay 
ſome attention to the intereſt of the people. Do not let any man 
ſuppoſe that the point of ſtopping the further accumulation of 
debt is gained already, becauſe you are not called on for a loan 
for 1786; the reaſon being, that you borrowed 200,000l. in 
1785, and tha: you got one half year's produce of the new taxes, 
I make no doubt that the reſolution, though rejected to night, 
will have a good effect. The principle muſt be carried, Go- 
vernment mult at leaſt live within its income, but then it is to 
ſuch exertions, and to the urging ſuch reſolutions, you mult attri- 
bute ſuch an event. 


The ATTORNEY GeENERAL,—Sir, had I now come down 
to the Houſe for the firſt time this ſeſſion, I ſhould imagine, 
from the oration J have heard, that the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer had juſt propoſed new and oppreſſive taxes; that he was 
endeavouring to plunge the nation farther into debt by new loans. 
I never could have imagined that a conduct directly oppoſite 
had been adopted, or that he had Come to parliament with 
the information that the deſtructive ſyſtem of running in debt 
was at an end, and that goverament had the ſatisfaction of 
being able to undertake the expences of the ſtate without laying 
new burdens on the people. | Ex | | 

Sir, every man agrees that economy is neceſſary ; the princt- 
ple which has been contended for with ſo much eloquent and 
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pointed zeal is admitted the reſolution already paſſed declares 
the unanimous ſenſe of the Houſe upon this ſubject. 


Sir, I take leave to controvert, in the firſt inſtance, the propo- 
ſition aſſumed by the right honourable gentleman—1 utterly deay 


that the grant of 140,000. in taxes, was made as 2 compepfation 


for commercial benefits which we had in view at the tune; and 
when the right honoureble gentleman makes a contrary aſſeition, 
Iwill recall to his memory ſome facts which will be his refutation. 
The right honourable gencleman hiuiſelf was the man who pro- 
poſed an alteration in the firſt propoſition: His argument was 
that the nation might accumulate debt ut home, at thc time when 
we were remitting great ſums of the public money to England. 


Mr. GeaT TAN. — Sir, the new taxes were not my idea, nor 
my meaſure. I originally deprecated the idea of pay ment to 
Great Britain. Faiting in that, I inſiſted that no furplus ſhould 
go to England unleſs the expences of Ireland were previouſly 
diſcharged; and on no other condition would I ſupport the ori- 
ginal retolutions. In that I ſucceeded : But there was a new re- 
ſolution added-—the reſolution of the new taxes, which was not 
mine, and which I never knew of, and never ſaw until I came 
into the Houſe a few hours before it was mentioned. "That reſo- 
Jution was not mine, but was forced 1a by others, without my 
knowledge or conſultation. 


The ATToRNeEyY GENIAL. — I do not find that the right ho- 
nourable gentleman has explained himſelf upon this ſubject with 
his uſual accuracy; his idea was to vote taxes which ſhould equa- 
lize the revenue of the nation to her expences, to the end that the 
public debt might not accumulate; and his argument was, that if 
we were to become a commercial people we ſhould guard againſt 
the accumulation of debt; becauſe by ſo doing. the circulating 
money of the country would neceſſarily increaſe, and there- 
fore he voted the additional taxes. Lut, Sir, I have only to 
read the reſolution which has juſt now paſſed without a diſſe ting 
voice, and the right honourable gentleman will there again find 
his retolution, The purpoſe tor which theſe taxes were granted 
is there explicitly ſtated to be to put an end to the accumulation 
of national debt; 1 truſt, therefore, we will hear no more from 
the right honourable gentleman upon this ſubject.— The princi- 
ple of avoiding the growth of debt was chen eſtabliſhed, and ac- 
cordingly we find in che ſpeech Tom the throne, and upon every 
occaſion which has ſince occurred, that it is adopted as a maxim 
of government; thercfore when tlie right honourable gentieman 
exclaims ſo loudly about profuſion and extravagance, he is un- 
founded in fact and in inference ; and when he ſo ſtrongly preiles 
public economy upon us, his zcal and his cloquence are unneceſ- 
lary, Government have adopted the principle he is anxious to 
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inculcate, and his ſecond reſolution, the ſovereign panacea which 
is to cure every defect in finance, even if it were not frivolo:; 
and inefficient on the face of it, hecomes ſuperfluous. But I ber 
gentlemen will attend to this taliſmin—this ſpell—this charn 
which is to drive away and diſperſe all the goblins which the gen. 
tleman has raiſed in the exuberance of his fancy. How is 
worded ?—So long as the taxes of laſt year will be continued, 
the expences of the nation ſhall not exceed her revenues. What 
is the neceſſary deduction? Why, fo ſoon as one of them iz 
withdrawn the government may ſet off in the old career of profu. 
fion and extravagance—give us up the new taxes and you may 
accumulate debt as faſt as you pleaſe, whereas the firſt refolutin 
admits the principle which the right honourable gentleman s. 
warmly inculcates in its fulleſt extent. 

The tight honourable gentleman fays that we are ſubject to the 
extravaganctes of two courts, and to the rapacity of two ſets of 
miniſters. He ſays that the lord lieutenant cannot anſwer for 
his ſucceffor, and that ve may have lord lieutenantgwho may be 
of different parties in England. I am extremely torry that expe- 
rience has juſtined this laſt obſervation— I lament that Ireland in 
one inſtance had the meanneſs and folly to ſutfer her councils to be 
influenced by Englith party; but I cruſt I never ſhall again bea 
witneſs to a conduct ſo rumous and ditgraceful to my country, 

The right honourable gentleman ridicules in very pointed terms 
an argument that certainly did not come from this fide of the 
Houle—He ridicules the argument that no lord. lieutenant can 
bind his ſucceſſor. But, Sir, he will pleate to recollect the 
argument is his own—he cannot forget fugacious reſponſibility, 
as he quaintly termed it—and he cannot forget that the argument 

d been given to us before in plain Englith by a gentleman who 
fits above him, [Mr. Forbes] fo that the right honourable gentle- 
man has thrown away a great ſtore of very ſplendid language, to 
anfwer objections which he himſelf has made. I ſhall therefore 
take leave of this part of the right honourable gentleman's argu- 
ment, and of his reply to it, without further obtervacion, 

It has been ſaid that as our proſperity increaſes, our expences 
in the article of bounties will neceſſarily increaſe ; and {ce how 
the right honourable gentleman has perverted his argument ;—He 
ſtates the argumegt to be, that as taxes increaſe, expences will 
incteaſe; and then he proceeds to alert that as our bounties in- 
creaſe the revenue mutt riſe, whereas the reverſe is che truth. 
The exportation of linens tend much to national wealth and nati- 
onal proſperity z it alſo increaſes the public expence in bountics, 
but docs it increaſe the public revenue? 

The bounties given on the ſale of home man! factures tend 
much to increaſe national wealth and national proſperity z they alto 
very much increaſe the public expence; but they diminiſh ia 4 
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nick Very great degree the revenue, by ſtopping importatien ; ſo that 


low juſt in proportion as this head of public expence increaſes, the re- 
bez venue is diminiſhed, And gentiemen will pleate to tecollect, 
Lara that from the papers on your table it appears that bounties have 
gen. increaſed in the laſt half year 5 2, oool. 
is it The right honourable gentleman ridicules the idea of unfore- 
ued, ſeen cxizencies, and is extremely diſpleaſed that we do not lay 
Vhat before the Houſe an account of what theſe unforeſeen exizencies 
m it are. The right honourable gentleman is extremely angry with a 
ofu- miniſter who cannot lee unforeſeen emergencies; however, to in- 
may dulze the right honourable gentleman, I will tell him that from a 
tion circular petition which I have received, I very much fear that in 
n f the courſe of this ſeſſion one of theſe unforeſeen exigencies will 
corre before us, An exigency in which government is not at all 
the concerned, but which may poſſioly involve in it the fate of thou- 
ts of ſands of your manufacturers. 
for The right honourable gentleman is angry that any man ſhould 
y be talk of confidence in government, and fays that confidence is 
x pe the molt faded cockade in the cattle millinary ; yet I very well re- 
d in member when the right honourable gentleman was proud to wear 
o be this faded cockade. I remember when no man protetled more 
be a confidence in government, When, by a quibble upon the con- 
v. ſtruction of an act of parliament, he was attacked on the doctrine 
r of ſimple repeal, he reſted on the conſidence he profeſſed to have 
the in government, and the honour of the Britiſh nation. f 
can 


Mr. GAT TAN. — Sit, I deny what the right honourable gen- 


e tleman has aſſerted. I never repoſed the rights of Ireland, as he 
eh has ſtated, on the faith of miniſters —reſted them on miniſtets or 
* confidence !—No ſuch thing! I took parliamentary ſecurity 3 
4 i the faith of ſolemn national treaty 3 and | was warranted by the 
6 x opinion delivered on that ſubject by the beſt lawyers in Ireland. 
fore The ATToxxey GexntzRAL,— The right honourable gentle- 
gu- man was right; the objections then made againſt him weie more 
becoming the otfice of a ſpecial pleader, than the dignity of par- 
nces lament. He allows, however, that he reited on faith z and 
how I cannot ſay that I underſtand perfectly the diſtinction between 
-He faith and confidence; and therefore, when he ſays that contidence 
will is the moſt faded cockade in the caftle willinary, I cannot forget 
in- that this deſpicable article of caſtle frippery had for years the o- 
uth. nour to adorn his brow. 3 
ati- The right honourable gentleman talks of the Engliſh conſtituti- 
ICS, on. I delire to know, did he ever read of iuch a teſolution as the 
preſent agreed to by the commons of England? Noon the 
end contrary, from 1774 to 1780, ſeſſion after ſeſſion, the miniſter 
alto had a vote of credit of one million, to enable him to provide for 
n unforeleen exigencies. The wiſdom of ſuch a vote was moſt 


happily experienced by this couatry when the Britiſh miniſter was 
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enabled to ſend a great ſum of money here, to provide for the 
unforeſeen exigencies of Ireland, at a time when we had not a ſhi]. 


fo the 
at the 


ling in the Exchequer to provide for them ourſelves. I paſs by Rel 
the abſurdity in this retolution, by ſtating the condition upon not en 
which taxes are to be granted, before you know whether they will at La. 
be propofed. I do believe they will be propoſed z and for one, Rel 
never will conſent to give up one of them; I mean the taxes upon alſo Ii 
malt, if 1] am to conſider it but as a tax of regulation. bl. pe 

I wiſh it were practicable to increaſe it ſo much as to enable uz ble to 
to take off the exciſe upon ſpirits, becauſe I think it eſſential to i 71+ 2 
the health and the morals of the people to aboliſh the uſe of cheap Re 
ſpirits, be gr. 

Upon the whole, I ſay no government ſhould be tied up from ſaid a 
giving bounties to encourage induſtry and promote the proſperity eſtabl 
of the country. No government ſhould be tied up, ſo as to dila- ever 
ble them from providing for public emergency, if it ſhould be ne- Re 
ceſſary. A government which you are afraid to truſt in theſe in. Come 
ſtances, ought not to be ſuffered to remain for one hour in this this k 
country. | very well know that the preſent goverament delerves Re 
the confidence of every man who withes well to Ireland. If! bis g 


did not, I would not act with thoſe who are entruſted with it. by hi 
The right honourable gentleman has repeatedly declared that he tenan 
has a perfect confidence in the Duke of Rutland's government. this 
Although he has thought fit to go into marked oppoſition to eee 
it, he has not ſtated any one act by which the Duke of Rutland at all 


has forfeited his confidence. As to his reſolution, I have not a 3092 
doubt in my mind that it ought to meet a ditect negative. AND 
Mr. Book ſaid he did not wiſh to let the motion paſs with 2 = - 
filent vote, as he was one of thoſe gentlemen who ſupported go- ed 
vernment when he thought them right, and as uniformly oppoſed 5 Re 
them when he thought them wrong. He ſaid he was one of thole able 
who wiſhed to give every honourable ſupport to his Majelty's main 
government, at the ſame time that he would not ſubſcribe to the Re 
extravagancies of any government. He faw no appearance of Wi... 


extravagance inthe preſent adminiſtration z on the contrary, eve- 
ry proper attention to economy; he was therefore ſatished that 
he was conſiſtent and right in voting againſt the motion, as being 
untimely, government having made no additional demand on the 
country. ; 


The queſtion being put, thcre appeared, 
Ayes, - '= 73 — Noes, - 149 
Mr. Maso reported from the committee of che whole Houſe, 
to whom it was reterred to take into conſideration the ſupply grant- 


ed to his Majeſty, as alfo his Grace the Lord Leutenant's ſpeech, 
the reſolutions which the committee had directed him to report 
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to the Houſe; which he read in his place, and after delivered in 
at the table, where the ſame wete read, and are as follow : 

Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that a ſum 
not exceeding 2,181,011. 198. 4d. was the debt of the nation 
at Lady-day, 1785. 

Reſolved, that it appears to this committee, that the nation is 
alſo liable to the payment of certain life annuities, at the rate of 
bl. per cent. per annum, for a ſum of 440,000]. and is al ſo lia- 


u be to the payment of certain other life annuities, at the rate of 
| to J. 105. per cent. per annum, for a further ſum of 300,000. 
cap Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee, that a ſupply 


be granted to his Majeſty towards payment of the ſaid debt and the 
on bid annuities, and towards ſupporting the ſeveral branches of the 
rity eſtabliſhments, and for defraying the other neceſſary expences of 
il. WY government for one year, to the 25th Day of March, 1787. 
hg Relolved, That 12, ooo effective men, commiiſion and non- 
in. commiſſion officers included, are neceſſary to be maintained within 
this lis kingdom for its defence. 
vet Reſolved, 'That to enable his Majeſty to carry into execution 
If 1 WW bis gracious intentions and determined reſolution, ſignified to us 
\ it, by his Excellency the Lord Viſcount 'Townſhend, late Lord Lieu- 
he tenant of this kingdom, by his Majeſty's command, to keep within 


ent, his kingdom, for the neceſſary defence of the ſame, 12,000 
8 effective men, commillion and non-commiſſion officers included, 
and at all times, unleſs in caſe of invaſion or rebellion in Great Britain, 
ot a 2092 men, commiilion and non-commillion officers included, be 


maintained for one year, from the 31ſt day of March, 1786, to 

to the 1ſt, day of April, 1787, incluſive, ſo as that the forces 
tha on the eſtabliſhment of this kingdom may amount to 15,092 ef- 
So, WEicive men, commitlion and non- commiſſion officers included. 


oled Reſolved, That a ſum of 400ol. be given to the right honour- 
hole table the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, to enable him to 
1 maintain the ſtate and dignity of his office. 


Reſolved, That a ſum ot 540l. be given to Edward Cooke, Eſq; 
clerk of this Houſe, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice 


chis ſeſſion of parliament. 
that Reſolved, That a ſum of 3501. be given to Benjamin Higgins, 
eing clerk aſſiſtant, as a reward for his attendance and ſervice this ſel- 
| the ton of parliament, 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 250l. be given to James Corry, 
clerk of the journals and records, as a reward for his attendance 
and fervice this ſeſſion of parliament, 

Reſolved,” That a ſum of 14ol. be given to Dawſon Ellis, 

uſe, lerk of the engroſſments, as a reward for his attendance and ſer- 
ant- Nice this ſeſſion of parliament. ; 


ech, Reſolved, That a ſum of 5o0l. be given to George Frederick 
port Vinſtauley and Jonathan Rogers, the clerks attending the ſelect 
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and other committees, as a reward for their attendance ad e 
ſervice this ſeſſion of parliament, to be equally divided betwealfer on 
them. Re 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 6701. be given to Dixie Coddington, nat 
Efq; ſerjeant at arms, as a reward for his attendance and ſervicir&1b] 
this ſeſſion of parliament. of: hi 

Reſolved, That a fum of 7ol. be given to Laurenzo Senſi, 3a). 
reward for his trouble and attendance in delivering the votes u Ret 
the members this ſeſſion of parliament. duty 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 2ool. be given to James M*Cowe on c 
and Henry Holmes, door-keepers to this Houſe, as a reward . ccou 
their attendance and ſervice this ſeſſion of parliament, to be equal Ref 
ly divided between them. | Ir hi 

Reſolved, that a fum of vol. be given to the Speaker, to hir 
by him divided among the back door-keepers and meſſengers at- Won o 
tending this Houſe, being twenty in number, and the other a Ref 
tendants, in ſuch manner as he ſhall direQ. inati 

Refolved, That a ſum of 140]. be given to Thomas L*Eſtrange, MiſWrepar 
for his extraordinary care and trouble in attending this Houſe « Ref 
aſſiſtant ſerjeant at arms. p5th d 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 2ool. be given to Thomas Ellis, Manu: 
Eſq; for his trouble and expence in preparing copies, fupeiin-Milſſhemp 
tending the printing, and making an index to the twenty-ſecond Rel; 
volume of the journals of this Houſe. both d 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 5ol. be given to James Corry, fo Wind H 
his extraordinary trouble in attending the committee of account nd fl 
this ſeſſion of parliament, nd C. 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 1121]. be given to James King ant Ref 
Abraham Bradley King, for printing the public accounts lad Pociet 
before the Houle this ſeiſion of parliament. chool 

Refolved, That a ſum of pool. be given to the Speaker, to be Her, 
applied by him in ſuch manner as this Houle ſhall direct, for ths Reſl, 
better arrangement of buſineſs in the clerks offices. he Fo 

Refolved, That a ſum of 34ol. be given to Thomas Burgh, o diſc 
Eſq; accountant-general, as a reward for his expence and trouvle pity, : 
in preparing and ſtating the public accounts of the nation, laid Ref 
before this Houſe this ſeſſion of parlament. or the 

Reſolved, That a ſum of vool, be given to John T ydd, Eſq; Mie He 
in conſidetation of his extraordinary attendance, care and ex pen pre ye 
in the office of paymaſter of corn ptemiums. Rell 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 200l. be given to Henry Gore, EN arne 
as a reward for his expence and trouble in preparing and making Reſt 
out the account of the imports and exports for one years ending he Hi 
the 25th day of March, 1785, purſuant to the order of this Hout. Ref 

Retolved, That a ſum ot Jol. be given to Henry Smith, de. irſt F 
puty paymaiter of coin premiums, for his extraordinary trouble WW: in ſi 


din fe 
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nd expence in preparing accounts by him laid before this Houſe 
or one year, ending at Midſummer, 1785, 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 200l. be given to Paul Le Bas, exa- 
njinator of corn premiums, on account of the great encreaſe of his 
rg@ble in examining and keeping accounts of ſaid premiums, and 
or. his expences in payment of clerks in the year, ending at 
ady-day, 1785. 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 140l. be given to John Smart, de- 
duty accountant-general, for his extraordinary trouble this ſeſ- 
on cf parliament, and ſuperintending the printing of the public 
d e ccounts. 

qual Reſolved, That a ſum of 140l. be given to John Wetherall, 
Ir his extraordinary trouble in making up the ſeveral accounts 

y him laid before this Houſe, and attending the Houſe this ſeſ- 
jon of parliament. 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 140l. be given to John Swan, exa- 
inator of exciſe, for his extraordinary trouble aud expence in 
preparing accounts for this Houſe. | 
Reſolved, "That a ſum of 20001. be given for one year, to the 
th day of March, 1787, to the Truſtees of the Linen and Hempen 
lanufactures, to encourage the raiſing ſufficient quantities of 
emp and flax in this kingdom, 

Reſolved, That a further ſum of 2000l. for one year, to the 
5th day of March, 1757, be given to the Truſtees of the Linen 
nd Hempen Manufactures, for the encouragement of the hempen 
ind flaxen manufaCtures, in the provinces of Leinſter, Munſter 
nd Connaught, : 

Reſolved, that a ſum of goool, be given to the Incorporated 
dociety, as a full proviſion for ſupporting the proteſtant charter 
chools of this kingdom for one year, to the 25th day of Decem- 
der, 1987, 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 5000l. be given to the Governors of 

he Foundling Hofpital and Work-houſe, towards enabling them 

o diſcharge the debts by them contracted fur the uſe of that cha- 
ty, and towards ſupporting their neceſſary expences. 

Reſolved, That a lum of 56001], be given to the Corporation 
or the Relief of the Poor in the city of Dublin, for the ſupport of 
ne Houſe of Induſtry, in aid of the charitable contributions, for 


Apen ne year, to the 25th day of Match, 1787. 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 1000l, be given to the Hibernian 
„E larine Society, towards ſu porting the ſaid charity. 
making Wi Reſolved, That a ſum of 10001. be given to the Governors of 
ending Bite Hibernian School, for the ſupport ct that charity. 
Hoult BY Reſolved, That a ſum of 5000). be granted to the Board of 
ch, * rſt Fruits, for building new churches, and rebuilding old church · 
trou 


$1n ſuch pariſhes as no divine public ſervice has been perform» 
din for twenty years laſt paſt, 
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Reſolved, That a ſum of zoool. be granted to the Lord Chan. 
cellor and Chief Judges, towards building further offices for the 
public records, and courts of juſtice adjoining. | 
| Reſolved, That a fum of 5000l. be given to the Dublin Society, 
for the improvement of huſbandry and other uſeful arts in Ireland, 
ane half of the ſaid ſum at the leaſt to be applied to the encour- 
agement of agriculture and planting, and the other half to be ay. 
pied for the encouragement of manufactures, arts, and ſciences, 
in ſuch manner as ſhall be directed by parli:ment. 

Reſolved, That a ſum of 20, oool. be granted to his Majeſiy 
for the clothing, arming and maintaining a militia in this kingdom, 
for one year, to the 25th day of March, 1157 ; to be applied 
in ſuch manner as parliament ſhall hereafter direQ. 
| Reſolved, That a ſum of 10,000l, be granted to the right 
honourable the Speaker of the Houfe of Commons, the right ho- 
nourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the right honourable 
Lord Leitrim, the right honourable Thomas Conolly, the right 
honourable General Pomeroy, Richard Longtield, Eſq; and Lodz: 
Morres, Eſq; to be by them or any four of them paid over for 
the encouragement of fiſheries on the coaſt of Donegal, in ſuch 
manner as ſhall be directed by parliament, fo ſoon as a ſimilat 
fum ſhall be raiſed by private ſubſcription, to be expended in 
like manner, agreeable to the petition of Lord Leitrim, Led 
Sudley, dir Anneſley Stewart, 1 Samuel Hayes, Eg; 
Alexander Stewart, Eſqz James Stewart, Eſqz Daniel Chan- 
ders, Eſq; and others. 

Reſolved, that a ſum of 20,0001. be given for the purpoſe df 
paying bounties on the home ſale of manufaQures of wool, wor! 
mixed, cotton, cotton mixed, threads, kentings, iron and cop- 
per, and on filk gauzes made in this kingdom; all ſuch boun- 
ties to be payable in a larger proportion on goods manufactured 
at a diſtance from the city of Dublin than on thoſe manufaQured 
in it, or within the diſtance of ten miles of it; to be diſtributed 
in ſuch manner as parliament ſhall hereafter direct. 

Reſolved, that a ſum of 6461. 78. be given to James King and 
Abraham Bradley King, printers co this Houſe, for printing and 
binding five hundred copies of the twenty-ſecond volume of th: 
journals, for the ule of the members of this Houle. 

Relolved, That a ſum of 80l. be granted to Elizabeth Molloy, 
for the additional expences incufred by her in the articles of col 
and candle, which ſhe is obliged to furniſh in the new building 
in the interval between this and the next ſeſſion of parliament; 
and that a further ſum of 1ool. be granted to the ſaid Elia. 
beth Molloy for the like additional expence incurred by bef 
for the like purpole during receſſes of parliament for the thre 
laſt years. 
| Reſolved, That the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, toward 
payment of the ſaid debt, annuities, eſtabliſhments and other 
chrages of governmient, be a ſum not exceeding 3,044, 1071. 


DERAYTLY.  :- mn 


Reſolved, That a further ſupply be granted to his Majeity for 
paying the ſeveral foregoing gifts, bounties, rewards and ſpeci- 
hc grants. | 

Reſolved, That the ſaid further ſupply be a ſum not exceed- 
ing 102, 8 dl. 75, 

Reſolved, That a ſupply be granted to his Majeſty for promot- 
ing and carrying on the inland navigation in Ireland, to be ap- 
plied in ſuch manner as parliament ſhall direct. 

Reſolved, That the ſupply granted to his Majeſty for the inland 


navigation in Ireland be a ſum not exceeding 7000ol, per annuiu. 


The queſlion was put on theſe reſolutions, and they were agreed 
to by the Houte, 


FI DAY, FEBRUARY 10, 1786. 


The committee of ways and means fat, Mr. Maſon in the 
chair, 


On the motion for obliging every manufacturer of candles, ſoap 
and leather for ſale to pay 208. fora licenſe, 


Sir Francis Hurchixso ſaid that at the firſt mention of 
that tax laſt ſeſſion, in the committee of ways and means, he had 
objeQed to it, becauſe affecting the neceſſaries of life, That 
the ſmallnefs of the tax did not juſtify it, as it was the uſual 
practice when once a tax was laid on any article, to increaſe 
it gradually in ſucceeding ſeſſions; and that, as to the argu- 
ment urged by adminiſtration in its defence, of its being rather 
a regulation than a tax, he knew that ſome were of opinion that 
«miniſtration begun with this mode of diſcovering the names and 
teſidence of the manutfaQurers, in order to tax hereafter the com- 
modities themſelves, and to let England ſee that the objeCtion 
made by her manufacturers, as to the danger of Ireland under- 
ſelling them, by means of her not having the neceſſaries of life 
taxed, ſhould be removed. 


Mr. Joux Work preſented a petition of Robert Brooke, of 
the town of Proſperous, in the county of Kildare, ſetting forth 
tirat the petitioner dares to approach the Houſe, not ſolely biaſſed 
by intereſted motives, nor to relate the tale of his own diſtreſs, 
but openly, fairly, and candidly to repreſent, that if the bounty 
of parliament does not interfere to ſtrengthen his credit, he mutt 
diſband the numbers now employed by him, relinquiſh an under- 
taking to which he has ſacrificed his . and with heart- felt 
ſorrow conſign to the diſtreſs, which he bimſclf muſt ſhare, thou- 


lands cf induſtrious people; that his duty to a public, kickerto ſo 
Vor, VI. 1 


9. 
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indulgent to him, has made him exert and uſe every means which, 
until the interference of their protection, could maintain and up- 
hold this undertaking, and has, under complicated dithculties, 
prevented him from any compromiſe which, although uſeful to 
nimſelf, might have proved injurious to the public, and deter- 
mined him, in a grand national concern, to apply to the guar- 
dians of the nation; that an almoſt conquered ſeries of difficulties 
has intervened between him and ſucceſs; that he is at the eve of 
obtaining that ſucceſs, and yet his ſituation is ſuch that if he does 
not immediately receive adequate aſſiſtance he muſt ruin, by his 
abandonment of it, a manufacture nearly matured, deprive of 
ſubſiſtence, lodging, or employment, and turn looſe on the com- 
munity, many thoufands now uſefully and induſtriouſly occu- 
pied; that the petitioner approaches wich confidence, ſenſible cf 
paſt obligations, and conſcious of having faithfully diſcharged the 
truſt which by their bounty parliament had veſted in him; that 
his endeavours to comply with thoſe meaſures which the low 
ſtate of manufacture, and diſtreſſed exiſtence of manufacturers 
neceſſiated, have proved extremely expenſive to him, have ab- 
ſorbed, by the neceſſity of providing caſh and ſubſiſlence for that 
multitude, which the wiſe prevention of monopoly and combi- 
nation engazed government to throw upon his hands, the whole 
of his circulating ſtock, at a time that their idleneſs and diſſipa- 
tion created no return for it, and that their inexperience and ina- 
bility, annihilated the profits of the buſinets ; that the employ of 
that multitude neceſſiated the extenſion of the manufaQure, aug- 
mented the neceiſary quantity of dead ſtock, and thus creating a 
diſproportion between the active and inactive capital, obliged the 
petitioner, by new loans, to encreaſe the former; that under theſe 
circumſtances a partnerſhip with men of larg2 monied capital 
appeared the ſimpleſt means of obtaining that encreaſe; that ſuch 
partners were found, but that the final ſettlement of the partner- 
, hip occaſioned an examination into the nature and operation of the 
two recognizances which had been entered into by him; that the 
petitioner's creditors finding that ſaid recognizances to the crown 
for the ſum of 57,0001. were liens upon all his real and perſonal 
eſtate, grew anxious with reſpect to their ſecurity, peremptory 
in their demands, and reftactory to the idea of a further extenſion 
of credit; that the partners fhrunk from engaging with a man 
whoſe credit was loaded with a burden which would affect both 
the capital they might employ, their ſhare in the partnerſhip, and 
the benefits derived from the extenſion of the buſtneſs; that thus 


theſe recognizances acted to prevent a poſſibility of concluding 
with the partners; that the petitioner, encouraged by the expe- 
rienced foſtering care of the preſent parliament, under whoſe pro- 
tection this manufacture has attained in this country to an extent 
and perfection unequalled and unparalleled for ſo ſhort a period, 
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and warranted to ſurmiſe, from the laborious attention lately paid 
to the commercial bufineſs of this nation, that the community is 
well aware of the great benefits to be derived from the encourage- 
ment of our own manufaQures, he dares to ſtate his caſe ; and 
ſenſible how improper it would be to requeſt too much from the 
bounty of parliament, feels the neceſſity of ſoliciting ſufficient z 
and therefore praying that parliament may ſuperſede the priority 
of claim to which the crown ts entitled by his recognizances, and 
permit that by ſale, bond, mortgage or annuities, compleated or 
granted by him, he may raiſe the ſum neceſſary for the bona fide 
diſcharge of his actual debts, and to the ſecurity of creditors, in 
a ſum not exceeding 14,000]. which the probable extenſion of 
the buſineſs may require z that as the — now payable on the 
loan would heavily impede the progreſs, and conſume the benefits 
of the buſineſs, therefore praying a remiſſion of the ſame for a 
term of years; that as partners could not ſubje& their ſhare of 
ſtock or capital to ſuch recognizances, therefore praying that ſuch 
ſhare or ſhares may be freed, and that his ſhare alone may be af- 
fected by the ſame; and that as the withdrawing a capital of 
32,0001. might materially affect the paterniſhip, and finally ruin 
the eſtabliſhment, therefore praying that the revocation of the 
loan may be protracted from 1794 to 1800; that the petitioner 
dares not ſue for further indulgence, and in atonement for the 
preſumption with which he has ſtated the foregoing, he begs leave 
to repreſent that long toil and labour had acquired him, in the 
ſervice of his country in India, honor and competency z that he 
has, in the difficult tranſactions of commercial buſineſs, maintained 
the firſt ; exerted towards the improvement of his own country the 
ſpitit which had carried him abroad, and facrificed to that im- 
provement his fortune, and the proviſion which it had allowed 
him to make for his family; that after a further ſeries of fourteen 
years, to be ſpent in a lefs agreeable line of the public ſervice, he 
may probably leave his family leſs well provided than if his endea- 
vours had ſupinely reſted, and not been beneficially employed; 
but that he will reſt with confidence upon his country, to which 
are devoted his life and fervices, whoſe ultimate ambition is to 
employ the induſtrious, and eſtabliſh in Ireland a great manufac- 
ture, upon principles and with regulations which will free it 
from the lamented evils of monopoly and combination, 


A petition of George Rowe, keeper of his Majeſty's gavl, the 
New Priſon, of the city of Dublin, was preſented, ſetting forth, 
that previous to the years wherein the acts were paſſed preventing 
the ſale of ſpirituous or malt liquors in any of his Majelty's pri- 
fons, and for acquitted perſons to be diſcharged without fees, 
petitioner and his father received in emoluments, by both, up- 
wards of 400l. annually; that when the ſaid acts were paſſed, 
petitioner was led to _— every reaſonable hope that he 

* 
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would have been reimburſed nearly in proportion to his loſs, par- 
ticularly as he labours under the following hardibips; that having 
no place of accommodation for his reſidence in the new priſon, 
he was con{trained to hire a houte contiguous to the fame, at 
the yearly rent of 341. 28. 6d. ; that in conſequence of the new 
priſon being made the occaſional gal of all the counties and 
towns in Ireland for priſoners tranſmitted: to or from the country, 
as alſo for priſoners tranſmitted to and from different parts of 
England, the petitioner has the hard(kip to experience, night and 
day, of leading a life of anxiety for the ſafe cuſtody of ſuch 
priſoners, and incurs a conſiderable expence in keeping attendants 
for watching and inſpecting the conduct of ſuch priſoners; that 
the only ſalary which petitioner receives amounts to no more than 
zol. paid by the corporation of the city of Dublin; and therefore 
praying relief, 


— — 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 1786. 


Mr. Corry ſaid he had a petition to offer to the Houſe, from 
the proprietors of the different newſpapers in this city, in reſpe& 
to the tax laid on advertiſements laſt ſeſſion of parliament; and 
after ſtating the grievance, he read the prayer of the petition, 
which was in the following. words : 

* Relying, therefore, on the wiſdom and well-known juſtice 
of this honourable Houſe, your petitioners preſume to hope that 
ſuch meaſures may be adopted as will remove the preſent griev- 
ance under which they labour, and that ſuch other effectual te- 
lief be granted as the nature and merits of their caſe require.” 

And then, appealing to the chair, he hoped it was not departs 
ing from parliamentary rule, and that there could be no objeQtion 
to the receiving of the petition. 


The CyanceLLOR of THE ExcHEQUER gave it as his opi- 
nion, that the diſtindtion between complaining of a tax as a 


grievance, and praying that it might not be continued, was 2 
nullity. 


Mr. Cox contended that the grievance complained of was 
not that the Houle was going to lay a tax, but that it had laid one, 
and the prayer could only be conſidered as for a repeal. 


The SrPAKER obſerved that as gentlemen differed in opinion 
on the ſubject, it was better for the honourable gentleman to de- 
fer his motion until there was a fuller Houſe. 


A petition of the grand jury of the county of - the city of 
Dublin, at Hillary term 1786, was preſented, ſetting forth that 
che petitiouets, from enquiry and obſervation, ate pertuaded that 
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the idleneſs, proflizacy and poverty of the lower claſs of people in 
this city, and the outrages and tumults which too frequently hap- 
pen, are clijefly to be attributed to the practice of ſelling ſpiritu- 
ous 1.quors by retail, which is therefore become a dangerous nuiſ- 
ance, and being authorized by law, can be corrected by the inter- 
ference of the legiſlature only; that the petitioners conceive that 
people of this detcription having the opportunity for a few half- 
pence to intoxicate themſelves with {pirituous liquors, which alſo 
trequeotly throw them into a ftate of phrenzy, and the temptation 
to indulge themfelves therein being offered to them in every 
ſtrect by the multitude of dram ſhops and public houſes licenſed 
for this purpoſe, they ſoon become weak, diſcaſed and diſabled, 
unfit for labour, uſeleſs to the ſtate, and burdenſome to the com- 
munity for ſupport, which if refuſed, they endeavour to obtain 
by theft or rovbery; that the petitioners preſume to apprehend 
that whatever revenue may ariſe from this practice, it cannot 
compenſate the loſs which trade, manufactures and the public at 
large ſuſtain, by the decay of the health, ſtrength and populati- 
on of the working people, and the immorality, debauchery and 
wickedneſs of every kind which is upheld and cheriſhed by it, the 
more eſpecially as they entertain hopes that any decreaſe in revenue, 
upon reſtraining or aboliſhing the retail of ſpirits, would be found 
to be temporary only, and that the exciſe on the encrcaſed con- 
ſumption of wholeſale malt liquors, would amount nearly to ſuch 


temporary deficier cy; that the petitioners apprebend tnat neither 


the laws now ſubſiſting for the ſuppreſſion of vice and maintenance 
of good order, nor the authority and exertion of the magiſtrates 
in en forcing thoſe laws, nor any future laws that may be enacted 
for thoſe good purpoſes, will have any material ef ec in ſaid city 


ſo long as this pernicious practice is permitted to exiſt ; and 
therefore pray ing relief. 


Mr. HaxTLEy enforced the petition with great earneſtneſs. 
He faid to the eaſe with which poor people found acceſs to ſpirits 
he attributed the enormous increaſe of the moſt attrocious crimes 
—inflamed with burning ſpirits, and unreſttained by morality, reli- 
gion, cr the tgrror of puniſhment, hundreds of intoxicated wretch- 
es nightly ſally out from thoſe helliſh dens in which ſpirits are te- 
tailed, to commit depredations on the public.—TIt was, he ſaid, 
an evil of ſuch a magnitude as called loudly for the interference of 
parliament, and he hoped that no idea of raifing a revenue would 
induce gentlemen to ſuppreſs the feelings of humanity, and coun- 
tenance a practiceſo deitruttive to the people, and ſo ruinous to 
the induſtry of the kingdom. 


Lord LuTTRELL preſſed the neceſſity of attending to this 
petition—He had often, he faid, heard gentlemen in that Houſe 
talk of encouraging the induſtry of the kingdom; but it was non- 
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ſenſe, it was an inſult to the underſtanding of men, to talk of in- 
duſtry to a nation which has been drunk for an hundred years, 


Mr. Maso ſaid he thought that parliament was bound by eve- 
ry duty to check the exceſhve abuſe of ſpirits, which could only 
be done by raiſing their price ſo high that they would no longer be 
in the reach of the poor, and at the ſame time promote the brew- 
ery lo as to tempt the people to the ute of wholeſome malt liquor, 
This, however, it was impoſſible to do, fo long as private ſtills 
found protection and encouragement z while there were twelve or 
fifteen hundred ſtills in any one country working in private, the 
people of that country muſt be ruined, and all induſtry anni- 
hilated. | 


Mr. BxzownLow.—lI am confident of the neceſſity of ſtopping 
the private diſtilleries, and I hope effectual means will be taken 
to do ſo; but I cannot avoid thinking that licenſes to dram 
ſhops are granted in too great number, and with too little pre- 
caution, 


Mr. BexesrorD ſaid he thought every man ſhould aid the 
in'ention of the petitioners: He would cordially embrace any 
ſyſtem that could put an end to private diſtillation, to which only 
the abuſes complained of could be fairly attributed z for if once 
private diſtillation was at an end, parliament could regulate the 
price of ſpirits as they thought proper. There was, however, a 
miſtake in the ſuppoſition that the exceſſes of the poor aroſe 
from licenſes being fo freely diſpenſed ; for ſince the tax on li- 
cenſes had been raiſed, their number had diminiſhed—the ſcenes of 
riot and intoxication were leſs frequent in licenſed houſes than in 
others, which paying no licenſe, could afford to fell ſpirits 
cheaper than ſuch as conformed to the law. 


Mr. Maso reported from the committee of the whole Houſe, 
appointed to conſider of ways and means for railing the ſupply 
granted to his Majeſty, the reſolutions which the committee had 
directed him to report to the Houſe, which he read in his place, 
and after delivered in at the table, where the ſame were read, and 
are as follow: „ 

Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that towards 
railing the ſupply granted to his Majeſty, the ſeveral additional 
and other rates, duties and 1mpoſitions herein after mentioned, 
ſhall be raiſed, levied, collected and paid to his Majeſty, bis 
heirs and ſucceſſors, from the 25th day of March, 1786, to the 
25th day of March, 1787, incluſive. 
| Reſolved, 'Thata duty of 6d. be laid on every pound of green 
tea, and of 4d. on every pound of black bohea tea, and other 
teas, which (hail be imported into this kingdom during the time 

aforeſaid, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or 
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other duties payable for the ſame by any act or ads of parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That a furthet additional duty he laid on all teas im- 
ported into this kingdom which ſhall have been purchaſed at the 
India company's ſale in London for an higher price than 48. Brivith 
per pound, at the rate of id. per pound for every 6d. that ſhall 
be paid for the ſame over and above the fum of 48. Britiſh at the 
ſales above-mentioned, during the time aforeſaid ; the price of the 
teas to be inſerted in the cockets, and to be further aſcertained by 
a reference to the ſale-books of the Exft-India company, which 
the commiifioners of the revenue are required to procure from 
time to time for the purpoſes above-mentioned, 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 6d. per yard be laid on all 
chintzes, callicoes and muſtins of the manufacture of China, 
Perſia and the Eafl Indies, imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That a further additional duty of 6d, be laid on every 
yard of callico and muſlin that ſuall be imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid. , 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 15. 6d. per yard be laid 
on all ſorts of filks and ſtuffs made or manufactured in Perſia, 
China or the Eaſt Indies, that ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid, | J 

Retolved, That an additional duty of 4I. ſterling per pound 
weight be laid on all velvets and manufactures made of or mixed 
with ſilk, except thoſe of Great Erituin, China, Perſia, and the 
Eaſt Indies, that ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the 
time aforelaid. 

Refolved, That an additional duty of 15d per pound weight be 
laid upon all hops that ſhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid from Great Britain. 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 1s. per ream be laid on 
every team of paper (except brown, blue and preſſing paper) 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
laid, except of the manufacture of Great Britain, 

Reſolved, That a duty of 15. per pack be laid upon all painted 
or playing cards which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid, | 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 6d. per pack be laid on all 
painted or playing cards that ſhall be manufactured or vended in 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, over and above the pre- 
ſent duty now payable for the ſame. 

Refolved, That an additional duty of 6d. per gallon be laid up- 
on all linſeed oil which ſhall be imported into this kingdom dur- 
lng the time aforeſaid, and ſo in proportion for a greater or leis 
quantit y. 
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Reſolved, That an additional duty of 3s. be laid upon every 
pound weight of flaxen or linen thread, not being the manufac. 
ture of. Great Britain, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid, 

' Reſolved, That for and upon all Muſcovado ſugars of the 
growth, product and manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in 
America or the Weſt Indies, which ſhall be imported into this 
kingdom between the 25th day of March, 1786, and the 25th 
day of March, 1787, incluſive, directly from thence or from 
Great Britain, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, 
without diſcount or allowance, à duty after the rate of 138. 3d. 332 
if imported by natives, and if imported by ſtrangers a duty after 
the rate of 143. 9d. 4; for every one hundred and twelve pounds 
weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quan- 
tity; the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, 
cuſtom and excite now payable thereon by virtue of any act or 
acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That a duty of 11. 16s. 95d. per hundred weight 
be laid on all refined ſugars in loaves, not being baſtards, and on 
all candy which ſhall be imported from Great Britain during the 
time aforeſaid, being of Britiſh manufacture, and ſo in proportion 
for any greater or leis quantity; the ſame to be paid in ready mo- 
ney net, without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full 
ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtom and exciſe now payable thereon 
by virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom. | | 

Keſolved, That a duty be laid on all refined ſugars, called 
battards, and on all ground and powdered refined ſugars, and all 
refined loaf broke in pieces, which ſhall be imported from Great 
Britain during the time aforeſaid, being of the manufacture of 
Great Britain, aſter the rate of 188. 11d. 28 49 for every hundred 
weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quanti- 
ty; the ſaid duty to be paid down in ready money net, without 
diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of al! 
duties, cuſtom ard exciſe now payable thereon by virtue of any 
act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That for and upon all white ſugars of the growth, 
product and manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America 67 
the Weſt Indies, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforcſaid, directly from thence or from Great Britain, 
there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or 
allowance, a.duty after the rate of 11. 118. 4d. 35 J if imported 
by natives, and if imported by ſtrangers a duty after the rate of 
1. 128. 10d. 2 5 for every one hundred and twelve pounds 
weight thereof, and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs quan- 
tity z the ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction ef all duties, 


cuſtoms and exciſe now payable thereon hy virtue of any act or 
acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 


Reſolved, That for and upon all refined ſugars of the growth, 
roduct or manufacture of the Britiſh plantations in America or 
the Wet Indies, which ſhall he imported into this kingdom dur- 
ing the time aforeſaid, directly from thence or from Great Britain, 
there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or 
allowance, a duty after the rate of 4l. 133, 4d. £4 if im- 
ported by natives, and if imported by firangers a duty after the 
rate of al. 188. 4d. 43 3 for every one hundred and twelve pounds 
weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for an greater or leſs quan- 
tity ; ſaid duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, 
cuſtoms and exciſe now payable thereon by virtue of any act or 
acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That for and upon all paneles of the growth, pro- 
duct or manufacture of the Eritiſh plantations in America or the 
Weſt Indies, which ſhall he imported into this kingdom during 
the time aforeſaid, directly from thence or from Great Britain, 
there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or 
allowance, a duty after the rate of 178. 5d. 342 if imported by 
natives, and if imported by firangers a duty after the rate of 
188. od. 23 3 for every one hundred and twelve pounds weight 
thereof, and to in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; taid 
duties to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and 
exciſe now payable thereon by viitue of any att or acts of patlia- 
ment heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That all drawhacks or allow-2nces now given by law 
on the export of refined ſugars made in this kingdom do now 
ceaſe and be no longer pavable, ard that in lieu of ſaid draw- 
backs, and for the encouragement of refining ſugars in Ireland, a 
bounty ſhall be allowed and paid upon all renned ſugir which 
ſhall be exported from this kingdom during the time aforetaid, after 
the rate of 11. 8s. 2d. for every hundred weight of ſuch refined 
ſugar exported in the loaf, complete and whole, being net, that 
is to ſay, of one uniform whitencts throughout, and which hath 
gone through the operation of two or more clays ſince it was laſt 
in the pan, and hath been properly and thoroughly died in the 
liove according to the preſent practice of refining z and alter the 
rate of 128. 9d. 33 f for every hundred weight of ſuch refined 
ſugar exported, called bailards, and of all giound And powder 
retined {ugar, and all reſincd loat ſugar broke in pieces, the ſaid 
ſugar having been twice clay ed and propeily dried in the ſtove ; 
and likewiſe of all candy, properly refined and manuleQured, 
and free from dirt and ſcum. 1 yy | 

Reſolved, "That a duty of 1s, 3d. be laid on every pound of 
rw ſilk which ſhall be imported into this kingdom from any place 
whatſoever, during the time afurclaid, not being the producedon 
Ame ica, in lieu and full ſatistaction of all cuſtoms, excite fat 
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other Cuties whatſoever payable for the ſame by virtue of any a8 
or ads of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 
Reſolved, That from and after the 25th day of March, 1786, 
an allowance be paid on the exportation of a ribbands or tuft; 
made in Ireland of filk only, after the rate of 38. the pound 
weight avoitdupoiſe; and of all ſilks and ribbands made in lie- 
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tate, 
land of ſilk mixed with gold and ſilver, after the rate of gs. per dying. 
pound weight; and of all filk ſtockings, ſilk gloves, fringes, Refc 
laces, ſtitching and ſewing ſilk, made in Ireland, after the rate of jn this 
15. 3d. per pound weight; and of all ſtuifs made in Ireland of on the 
filk and grogram yarn, after the rate of 8d. per pound weight; Ide cu 
and of all ſtuffs made in Ircland of ſilk mixed with incle or cot- Ge] 
ton, after the rate of 1s. per pound weight; and of all ſtuff rand 
made in Ireland of ſilk and worſted after the rate of 6d. per pound * ma 
weight; and of all wrought or manufactured gold or ſilver plate broad 
made in this kingdom, after the rate of 6d. for every ounce ple in 
weight. of pro 
Reſolved, That the following additional duties be laid on all courſe 
damaſk towelling, napkins or cloths made of flax or hemp, im- him th 
ported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, not being of nay, t 
the manufacture of Great Britain ; that is to ſay, a duty of 64, (nal ; 
per yard on all ſuch goods at or under yard wide, and of 15. per WlWTur! 
yard onall ſuch goods from one yard to eight quarters wide, and Maduce 
28. per yard on all ſuch goods above eight quarters wide, linen 
Reſolved, That bcuntics ought: to be given on all plain Irim a. 


linens, and on all Iriſh linens and Iriſh callicoes, and cotton mixed 
with linen, printed, painted, ſtained or dyed in this kingdom, 
being the breadth of twenty-five inches or more, and not ex- 
ceeding, when plain and unpainted, unſtained, unprinted or 
undyec, the value of 1s. 72d. per yard; and alſo on Iriſh di- 
apers and huckabacks, ſheetings, and other linens above yard 
wide, and not exceeding is. 7d. the ſquare yard in value, which 
ſhall be exported from this kingdom to Africa, America, the 
Weſt Indies, Spain, Portugal, Gibraltar, or Minorca, between 
the 25th day of March, 1786, and the 25th day of March, Which 
1787, incluſive, after the rates following; that is to ſay, 2 He re 
bounty of one halfpenny per yard for all under the value, de H 
aforeſaid, of 5d. per yard; and a bounty of 1d. per yard for all Mr 
of the value of 5d. and under 6d. the yard; and a bounty ot 
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13d. per yard for all of the value of 6d. and under the value of — 
IS. 72d. the yard; and a bounty of one halfpenny per yarl minif 
for all chequed and ſtriped linen, not exceeding 1s. 749. not woul, 
under 7d. per yard in value; and a bounty cf 15d, for every {quare woule 
yard of diaper, huckabacks, ſheetings, and other linens, up- Wi... 
wards of a yard in breadth, not exceeding 18. 7d. the 1quzr? 

yard in value; and a bounty of 61d. tor every three ells of Iii Mr 
made fail-cloth or canvas, fit for or made into fails, which ſha!! ud 


be exported by way of merchandize to any place except Greal 
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Britain, during the time aforeſaid, and fo in proportion for ary 


creater or leis quantities; the value of ſuch linen, if painted, 


fained, ſtamped or dyed, or of ſuch callicoes and Cottons, mix- 
ed with linen, whereupon they are to be reſpectively entitled to 
the bountics aforeſaid, to be deemed their value when in a plain 
fate, aud excluſive of ſuch painting, ſtaining, ſtamping or 


ving. 

5 e That in order to encourage the growth of flax-ſecd 
in this kingdom it will be expedient to diſcontinue all bountics 
on the import of foreign ſeed, aud to give bountics to encourage 
the cultivation of it at home. | 


Sir Lucius O*Brx1tn obſerved that the linen trade being the 
grand ſtaple of the kingdom, every means ſhould be tried to extend 
the market for it. Large quantities, it is true, were already ſent 
abroad to foreign markets, but {till there were thouſands of peo- 
ple in Ireland, who, if the trade was carried to its utmoſt degree 
of proſperity, would ſtill find employment in it. He had diſ- 
courſed, he ſaid, with ſome Italian merchants, who had affured 
him that Iriſh linens bad lately come toa good market at Leghorn 
nay, that they had even found their way to Rome, and that a 
fall aſſiſt nce would carry them ſtill further, to the Levant and 
Turkey; his wilh, — frog was, that a bounty ſufficient to 
Induce merchants to explore thoſe markets ſhould be granted to all 
linen exported from Ireland to the coaſis of the Mediterranean 
fea. : 

Mr. Bezesrore ſaid in reply, that if thoſe linens which had 
been ſent to Leghorn had gone to a good market, there was no oc- 
cahon for a bounty to force the ttade; but his chief reaſon for 
oppoſing the honourable baronet's with was, that as the Engliih 
and lriſu bounties were granted under a compact between the two 
countries, it would be a dangerous experiment to enter into a 
conteſt with England, by commencing a war of bounties. 


Mr. Coax took notice of the neglect and total diſregard 
which, he ſaid, parliament had ſhewn to our intereſts in Portugal. 
He requeſted the right honourable gentleman [Mr. Orde] to inform 
tie Houſe whether any thing had been done in that buſtueis? 


Mr. Oxpe ſaid he had hoped the an{wer which he gave the 
other day on that ſubject would have fatisted the honourable gen- 
lem an. He aſſured him that every ſtep was taken by his Majeiiy's 
miniſters to bring that affair to a proper determination. How it 
would turn out, he could not tell, but was certain the event 
would ſoon be known; and ceruclily wilhed it might be to the 
advantage of Ireland. | 


Mr. Coax faid the total inattention of parlizment in the laſt 
and preſent ſeſſion was enough to prove to any minifter, that 
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whatever ſtate might think proper to break public faith with, ani 


inult the kingdom of Ireland, the need give herſelf no troud|, _ 
about the matter—her legiſlature would tamely ſubmit.—Irelary os 
had no chance of juſtice, but from the generoficy and honour d e im 
ſoreign ſtates, who might pity her unprotected ſituation. ? wan 
Sir Luc1os O' BEN urged the neceſſity of parliament taki 1 - 
ſome ſteps with regard to the Portugal buſineſs now * Kris. 
Great Britain was ſettling commercial treaties with all the by virtue 
powers on the Continent of Europe, and alſo with the States Ing 
America, He reminded the Houſe that he had often called th , Re 
attention to this object, and hoped they would give it due co . tae pt 
deration before it ſhouid prove too late. * be a 
Mr. Cox faid he retained a hig! ſenſe of the labours of th be pal 

- honourable baronet, particularly on this ſubject; and he beliews a Gut 
the nation alſo felt the weight of the obligation, though the n lieu 
Houſe had refuſed to attend to the ſubject. . on al ble tl 
Sir Jonx BLaqQyrene faid the honourable gentleman [ Fe 
Corry] was weil entitled to the thanks of the Houle, for th por 
very great pains he tcok in all public affairs, but the laſt buſineſ Ret 
he certainly had not ſtated with his uſual accuracy, when produ 
ſaid the Rouſe had refuſed to attend to it, The Houls had N whicl 
veral times taken it into conſideration. He was ſatisfied the af ſaid ii 
niſter would always meet the ſupport of that Houſe in aſſettin own 
the rights of Ireland, and he entertained a full confidence that altert 
the treaties now negociating, due regard would be had to the ls In pro 
tereſt of Ireland, 3 
Sir Lucius O' BaiEN ſnid he confeſſed the 1 iat Dor 
to Sir John Blaquiere for the warm part he 1d — Re! 
exertions he had made in preſſing the juſt rights of Ireland to the Hall! 
Portugal trade, both When he was ſecretary to Lord Harcoun and w 
and ever ſince. | eu 
vitho 


- Refolved, That for and upon every 100l. value of (ſpeci: ir ex 
wood, as the fame is rated for cuſiom, which ſhall be imported iſfeny g 
into this kingdom from Africa or Great Britain during the tine nd p 
aforeſaid, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without i * | 
diſcount or a!lowance, the ſeveral duties following; that i3 t0 Ref 
. tay, if the fame be imported by any of his Majeſty's ſubject, « Healled 
duty of 221. 158.3 but if the fame be imported by ſtranget, Miurin 
then a duty of 24]. 38. 51d. and ſo in proportion for any great Wi * 
or le's quantity; the ſaid duties to be in lien and full fatistaQion ount 
of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe payable thereon by virtue of an! MlErezte 


law or laws heretofore made in this kingdom ;z and that upon e Hud c 
exportation thereof, within three years after import, there ſhall be Huent! 
allowed and paid a drawback of equal amount to the duties rt Re! 


ſpeCtively, Charged hereby on the import of ſuch ſpeckle wood, o cut 
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and Reſolved, That for and upon all beaver ſkins of the produce of 
ule tue Britiſh plantations in America or the Welt Indies, which ſhall 
land Wee imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, there ſhall 
Ir of ihe paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or al'owance, 

duty after the rate of gs. 54d. for every five ſcore of ſkins, and 
as o in proportion for any greater or leſs number, in lieu and full 
ht ſatisfaction of all cuſtoms, duties and excile payable thereon by 
aue of any ac or adds of parliament heretofore made in this 


greg 

eg of | ingdom. : - 

their Reſolved, That for and upon all beaver wool, cut and combed, 
nal the produce and manufacture of the ſaid plantations, which ſhall 


be imported into this kingdom during the time atoretaid, there ſhall 
be paid down in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, 


f the a Cuty after the rate of 178. 03d. for every pound weight thereof, 
** in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe paya- 


ble thereon by any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in 
this kingdom, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity 


W. nd that the ſaid duty (hall be fully drawn back and repaid on due 
r the exportation thereof within three years after importation. | 
fines Refolved, That for and upon all cotton wool of the growth or 
en te produce of the Britiſh plantations in America or the Welt Indies, 


which ſhall be exported from this kingdom during the time afore- 
aid in any other than Britiſh or Iriſh tipping, there ſhall be paid 


id ſe- 


e mi- k 
erting own in ready money net, without diſcount or allowance, a duty 
at, in ter the rate of Sl. 138. 9d. for every 100l. value thereof, and fo 


In proportion for any greater or lets value, in lieu and fall ſatisfac- 
on of all duties and cuſtoms payable on the ſame by virtue of any 
2 or acts of parliament heretoture made in this kingdom. 
Reſolved, "I'hat for and upon all beaver wool or wombs which 
ball have been imported from the iaid plantations or ſettlements, 
and which ſhall be afterwards exported from this kingdom during 
(le time aforeſaid, there ſtall be paid down in ready money net, 
vithout diſcount or allowance, a duty after the rate of Bl. 108. 75d. 


he 1k 


gation 
id the 
to the 
ITCOUT 


pech Nr every five {core pounds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion tor 
ported ny greater or leſs quantity, in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all duties 
e tine end cuſtoms payable thereon by virtue of any act or aQs of parlia= 
vithou nent heretofore made in this kingdom. | 


at is to 
ects, 1 
angers, 


Reſolved, That for and upon every piece of white woollen cloth, 
alled broad cloth, which thall be exported from this kingdom 
buring the time aforeſaid to any of the ſaid plantations or {ctt)e= 
greater ents, there ſhall be paid down in ready money net, without dit- 
ztaCtion ount or allowance, a duty of 58. 84d, and fo in proportion for any 
of a0! Nreater or leſs quantity, in lieu and full fatisfaction of all duties 
pon the d cuſtoms payable thereon by virtue of any act or acts of parlia- 
(hall de Nhuent heretofore made in this Kingdom. 

ities te. Relolved, 'I'hat from and after the 25th day of March, 1786, 
7 000. o euſtom, ſubſidy or duty whatſcerer ſha!l be payable on the en- 
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port to any place whatſoever of logwood, of the growth or pn. 
duce of the Pritith ſettlements in America or the Weſt Indies, pro: 


any 80 
wile p 


vided the fame be exported in Pritith or Iriſh ſhipping, nor ups {iſ fuch 2 
any lead-ore exported to Great Eritain, import 

Reſolved, That from and after the 25th day of March, 17%, Reſe 
all duties whatſoever paid on the importation of any callicoes Ano cul 
muſlins ſhall be fully drawn back and repaid for all ſuch as ſhalt be portati 
printed, ſtained, painted or dyed in this kingdom or Great Britain, Her pro 
and ſhall be afterwards exported from hence to any place except uMhot be 
an Britith cctony or plantation in America or the Weſt Indies; Hcdean, 
and if the fame ſhould be exported to any ſuch colony or plants. ii with d 
tion, then that aH ſaid duties ſhall be fully drawn back and repaid, Mlpitch, 
except ſo much thereof as ſhall amount to a ſum after the rai of the W 
gl. 8s. 4d. for every tool. value thereof, as the ſame ſhall hae any cc 
been ſold by the candle at the Laſt India Company's tales in Lon: ego 
don, and fo in proportion for any greater or lets quantity. Guine 

Reſolved, That all and every perton and perſons who thall fn uct o 
and after the 25th day of March, 1956, import directly fron {Wipcrted 
America or the Welt Indies, in any ſhip or veſſel belonging theret, Africa 


en 
lip 0 
ngdc 
ny rd 
zviga 
any ra 
ongin, 
uern 


er to Great Etitain cr Ireland, and manned as in ſuch cafe is uſual, 
or from Greet Britain, any gocd and merchantable indigo, fre 
from any falſe mixtures, and fit for dyers ute, being the growth 
ard product of any of his Majeſty's colonies in America, ſhall hare 
and be entitled to a reward or premium for ſuch importation, afte 
the rate of 28. 2d. for every ſix pounds weight thereof, and loin 
proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 

| Refolved, That the ſeveral ſubſidies, duties and cuſtoms, ei- 


| Eept the alnage duties heretofore payable upon the export of any {iirce-t 
goods and merchandizes of the growth, product and manufacturer by 
of this kingdom, be taken off, except on ſkins, hides of all forts, BP"y 12 
coney hair or wool, hares wool, hair of all forts, horns, live ca- en m 


tain 


r Gre 


| tle of ail ſorts, aſhes, bacon, beef, pork, butter, greaſe, guts, hog- 
lard, tallow, tongues, bones not manufactured, flax-ſecd, henp- 


ſeed, linen yarn, linen rags or ſhreds, rape cakes, ſoapers walle, Irelſed 
tin unwrought, weld, wax or woad, and proviſions of all forts. 4 cles, 

Reſolved, That no ſubſdy, cuſtom or duty whatſoever (ball be Han 
raiſed, levied or paid on the ex port of any goods or mercha»dize, , © 
the product or manufacture of this kingdom, to the Britiſh plants ce, 
tions in America, the Weſt Indies, or the Britiſh ſettlements lav 
the coaſt of Africa, except on the ſeveral articles menttoned in Reſo 


tle foregoing refojution, and on iron and iron wares, leathe em tt 


tanned, dreſied or tawed, ſhreds and points of leather, pelt, Mme a. 
vellum and parchment, ſoap, hops, allum, lead, lead-ore, cop b pla 
petas, coals, wool cards, white woollen cloth, lapis calaminar's, Mberwi 
glue and litharge of lead. fawn | 

Reſolved, That from and after the 25th day of March, 1780, Reſo 


the full duties which have been or (ball be paid on the in:port 6 me 
ie Im 


after 
| lon 
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any goods, wares or merchandizes, except where it ſhall be other 
wile provided this ſeſſion of parliament, ſhall be fully repaid for 


ſuch as ſhall be exported by any merchant within three years after 


import to any place whatever, 


Reſolved, That from and after the 25th day of March, 1786, 
no cuſtom, duties or ſubſidy whatever ſhall be payable on the im- 
portation of any unwrought timber or timber lumber of the growth 
or produce of America or the Welt Indies; any wrought timber, 
dot being a maſt, yard or bowſprit ; any wood or plank ; any 
clean, good, merchantable, well-concitioned pitch or tar, unmixed 
with droſs or water, or clean, good, merchantable turpentine, ſuch 
pitch, tar or turpentine being the growth or produce of America or 
the Weſt Indies, and imported from thence or from Great Britain; 
any Cotton wool, indigo, cochineal, Brazil or Fernambuco wood, 
Iczwood, Brazilietto or Jamaica wood, Nicorago wood, red or 
Guinea wood, Sapan wood, mchogany or other wood, the pro- 
duct of America or the Weſt Indies ; any wood for dyers uſe im- 
perted from any place, except ſpeckle wood of the growth cf 


FAfricaz any whale fins, train oil or blubber, the produce of whales 


taken or caught in any part of the ocean by and imported in any 
Ibip or veſſel belonging to any of his Majeſty's ſubje&s in this 
ingdom, Great Britain, Guernſey, Jerley or the Ille of Man 
pony raw or undretled goat fkins imported in Britiſh or Iriſh ſhips, 
2vigated according to law, from any port or place whatever; 
any raw or undreſſed feal ſkins taken by the crews of veſſels be- 
onging to and fitted out from this kingdom, Great 8 
zuernſey or the Ille of Man, whereof the captain or maſter and 
iree-fourths cf the mariners at the leaſt are his Majeſty's ſubjects, 
dr by perſons employed by the maſter or owner of ſuch vetlels ; 
ny raw fil of the growth or culture of America; any pig cr bar 
ron made in America, and imported from thence or from Great 
tain z any ſago powder or vermicelli imported from America 
Great Britain, being the produce of America; any raw or un- 
Irefſed hides of {teers, cows or other cattle whatfoever, except of 
bores, mares or geldings, imported from America or from Great 
britain, being the produce of America, or any undreſſed hemp or 
ix, being the produce of Great Britain, and imported from 
hence, or any undreſſed hemp or flax from any place whatlcever ; 
ny law, ſtatute or uſage to the contrary notwithſtanding. 

Reſolved, 'T hat all goods, wares and merchandizes imported 
rom the Britiſh tettlements on the coaſt of Africa thall pay the 
ime and no other duties as the like goods imported from the Bri- 
b plantations in America ſhall 'be ſubje& to, except where it is 
iberwiſe particularly provided, and that a like amount of duty be 
wn back on their exportation from this kingdom. ; 

Reſolved, That a duty of 10s, be pad by every perſon that 
ith or ſhall ſell or rap cut by retail any cider at any time during 
e time alore ſaid. 
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Reſolved, That a duty of 1d. per gallon be laid on all cid 
that ſhall be ſold or tapped out by retail, to be paid by the perla 
who ſhall fell or tap out the fame, during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 20s. be laid on every 
coach, Chariot, berlin, calaſh, or chaiſe with four wheels, which 
any perſon ſhall keep in his or her poſſeſſion, except cabriolet, 
garden chairs, hackney or ſtage carriages and carriages kept hy 
coach-makers for tale, being in number not more than one; and 
408. for every coach, Chariot, berlin, calaſh, or chaiſe with fou 
wheels, which any perſon ſhall keep exceeding that numbes, 
except as aforeſaid; and alſo an additional duty of 108. on al 
chaiſes with two wheels winch any perſon ſhall keep in his or ha 
poſſeſſion, except hackney chaiſes and chaiſes kept by the maker 
for ſale, at any time between the 25th day of March, 1786, and 
the 25th day of March, 1787, incluſive. . 

Retalved, That a further additional duty of 40s. be laid on 
every coach, Chariot, berlin, calath, or chaiſe with four wheel, 
which any perton iLall keep in his or her poſſeſſion, except cabii 
olets or garden Chairs, hackney or {tage Carriages, and cartiaga 
kept by ccach-makers for ſale, at any time between the 25th diy 
of March, 1786, and the 25th day of March, 1787. 

Reſolved, That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his M. 
jeſty a tax be laid on all travelling tinkers, ſmiths, caſters of iron 
and metal, and on all perſons hawking about tea or coffee, trees, 
ſhrubs or plants, for ſale; and on all perſons who ſhall ſell or ei- 
poſe to ſale in any ſtall, ſtand, ſhed, booth, bulk, or other place, 
not being a part of or in his dwelling-houſe, any new or old books, 
maps, prints, charts, pamphlets or drawings; and on every peri 
who ſhall fell or expoſe to ſale any glais bottles, not being the 
maker or importer thereof, or not ſelling wine, ſpirits, beer or ale; 
and allo on all hawkers, pedlats, petty chapmen, or any other 
trading perſons going trom town to town, ot to other mens? houtes, 
ard travelling eicher on foot or with horſe, or otherwiſe carryin 
to ſell or expoſing to ſale any goods, wares or merchandizes, ei- 
cept ſuch perſons as ſhall deal only in ſelling acts of parliament, 
forms of prayer, proclamations, gazettes, news-papers, or almt- 
nacks; or ſiſh, fruit, or victuals; or the real workers or makers d 
any goods or wares Within this kingdom, who ſhall deal only i 
ſelling ſuch goods and wares z excepting alſo coopers, glaziets ud 
barneis-makers. 

Reſolved, That the ſaid tax laid upon all hawkers, pedlam, 
petty Chapmen, and other perſons as aforeſaid, be 308. on eva) 
ſuch hawxer, pedlar, petty chapman, or other perſon z and a 
that the further ſum of 408. be laid on every hawker, pela 

- petty chapman, and other trading perſon as aforeſaid, travelliny 
with a horſe, aſs, mule or other beaſt bearing or drawing buides, 
for each horſe, als, mule or other beaſt bearing or drawing burdel 
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he or ſhe ſhall ſo travel with, over and above the ſaid firſt-menti- 
bned tax of 408. from the 25th day of March, 1786, to the 25th 
day of March, 178), incluſive. |. | | 
Reſolved, That all duties of cuſtoms inwards, import exciſe, 
and all other duties whatſoever payable on the import of an 
oods, wares and merchandizes, during the time aforeſaid, ſhall 
be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount or allow- 
ance for prompt payment; 5 | | | 
Reſolved, That for and upon all goods; wares and merchandizes 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid, except ſugars, by any perſon being a retailer or conſumer, 
there ſhall be paid in ready money net, without diſcount or allow- 
ance for prompt payment, an additional duty after the rate of 10l. 
per centum on the duties payable thereon reſpeQively; over and 
above the full amount of ſuch duties. — | 
Reſolved, That there ſhall be raiſed, levied; collected and paid 
to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, 
an additional impoſt or duty; after the rate of 51. per centum on 
the produce or amount of the duties payable on all teas and wines 
imported; and on the amount of the cuſtoms inwards, import 
exciſe, additional and other duties, which ſhall be due and pay- 
able to his Majeſty; his heirs and ſucceſſors, during the time 
aforeſaid, and which ſhall be collected in this kingdom for and 
upon any goods and merchandizes imported into the ſame, except 
upon tobaccoes, hops and ſugars; and the ſeveral goods or mer- 


| chandizes of the product ot manufacture of the Britiſh colonies in 


America or the Weſt Indies, or the Britiſh ſettlements on the coaſt 
of Africa; whereon any duties are impoſed or altered this ſeſſion 
of parliament, : | 

Reſolved, That towards raifing the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
jeſty; there be paid a duty of 1s. on every entry inwards which 
ſhall be made in the port of Dublin between the 25th day of 
March, 1786, and the 25th day of March, 1787, except poſt 
entries and entries of coals, over and above all other duties or fees 
payable by any law or uſage for the ſame. _ f 

Reſolved, That a duty of 208. per ton be laid upon every ton of 
ſoap boilers waſte, and of 31. per ton on every ton of linen rags, 
and ſo in proportion for a greater or leſs quantity, that ſhall be ex- 
ported out of this kingdom during the time aforeſaid: | 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 6d. per hide be laid upon 
every raw and untanned hide which ſhall be expotted out of this 
kingdom during the time aforeſaid to any place except Great Bri- 
tain; 
| Reſolved; That a duty of 158. per ton be laid on all vinegar be- 
ing of Britiſh manufactute, and an additional duty of 51; 6s. per ton 
upon all other vinegar which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
during the time aforeſaid ; the ſaid duty of 1 $3. to be in lieu and 
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full ſatisfaction of all duties payable thereon by virtue of any ad 
or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
Jeſty a general letter office or poſt office, together with all infe. 
rior neceſſary offices, be continued within this kingdom from the 
25th day of March, 1786, to the 25th day of March, 178); and 
that there ſhall be levied and paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, for the portage and conveyance of letters and packets 
by the ſaid offices, the ſeveral rates hereafter mentioned. 

Reſolved, That there ſhall be levied and paid to his Majeſty, 
his heirs and ſucceſſors, during the time aforeſaid, for the port 2nd 
conveyance of every ſingle letter or piece cf paper, from the office 
in this kingdom where ſuch letter or piece of paper ſhall be put in, 
to any diſtance within the ſaid kingdom not exceeding fifteen miles 
Iriſh meaſure, the ſum of 2d. and to any diſtance exceeding fifteen 
miles, and not exceeding thirty miles, the fum of 3d. and to any 
diſtance exceeding thirty miles, the ſum of 4d; and for the port 
and conveyance of every double letter, double the ſaid ſums te- 
fpeQively z and of every treble letter, treble the faid ſums teſpec- 
tively z and of every ounce weight, four times the ſaid ſums te- 
ſpectively ; and ſo in proportion for any greater weight than an 
ounce, reckoning every quarter of an ounce equal to a fingle lei- 
ter. 

Reſolved, That every letter or packet directed from any place 
in this kingdom to any parts in Great Britain or beyond the few, 
or received in this kingdom from Great Britain or any parts beyond 
the ſeas, ſhall be charged and pay according to the rates aforeſaid 
for its portage and conveyance within this kingdom from or to 
Dublin, or from or to Donoghadee, according as it ſhall be reſpec- 
tively ſhipped from or landed in either of the ſaid places. 

Reſolved, That every letter or packet paſſing through the Gene- 
ral Poſt Office in the city of Dublin, from any place within this 
kingdom not leſs diſtant than four miles from the ſaid office, to 
any place within the faid kingdom not leſs diſtant likewiſe then 
four miles from the ſaid office, fhall be charged and pay according 
to the diſtances in the foregoing reſulutions to Dublin, and be fur. 
ther charged and pay according to the ſame from Dublin. 

Reſolved, That for every letter or packet directed on board, ot 
brought or ſent from on board any ſhip or veſſel riding or ſtopping 
in any port within this kingdom, there ſhall be charged and paid, 
over and above the rates aforefaid, the ſum of id. 

Reſolved, That towards railing the faid ſupply a Penny Poll 
Office be continued in the city of Dublin, for the port and con- 
veyance of letters and packets within a circuit of four miles from 
the General Poſt Office in the ſame city. 

Reſolved, That for every letter or packet ofany weight, which 
ſhall, be ſent to or delivered from the general poſt-office, by tle 
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penny · poſt, from or to any place not being within the limits of 
the ſaid city, as they are aſcertained and deſcribed in a map or 
ſurvey thereof made by Thomas Matthews, and depoſited in the 
general-poſt-office, there ſhall be paid the ſum of id. over and 
above or excluſive of the rates aforeſaid, 

Reſolved, That for the port and conveyance of any letter or 
packet, being not more than four ounces 1n weight, from or to 
any place within the city of Dublin, by the penny poſt-office, 
there ſhall be paid at the time of putting ſuch letter or packet into 
the office the ſum of 1d. and for the port and conveyance 0 
every letter or packet not exceeding the like weight, from any 
place in the ſaid city to any place outſide of the ſaid city within 
the circuit of the penny poſt-office, or from any place outſide of 
the ſaid city within the circuit of the penny poſt, to any place in 
the ſaid city, there ſhall be paid at the time of putting in ſuch 
letter or packet the ſum of id. and a further ſum of id. on the 
delivery thereof, 

Reſolved, That there ſhall be paid to his Majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſors, for the delivery in Dublin of each Britiſh or foreign print- 
ed newſpaper, and each printed vote or proceeding in parliament, 
arriving at the general poſt-office in Dublin or Donoghadee, from 
Great Britain or beyond the ſeas, without cover or in cover open 
at the ſides, the ſum of 1d. over and above all foreign poſtage 
charged thereon. 

Reſolved, 'I hat an additional duty of 28. the barrel for and upon 
every thirty-two gallons of beer or ale above the price of 6s. the 
barrel, and of 4d. the barrel for and upon every thirty-two gallons 
of beer or ale of the price of 6s. the barrel or under, brewed within 
this kingdom between the 25th day of March, 1786, and the 25th 
day of March, 1787, by any common brewer, or in his veſſels 
by any other perſon or perſons' who doth or do or ſhall ſell or tap 
out beer or ale publicly or privately, ſuch gallon to contain two 
hundred and ſeventy-two cubical inches and one-fourth part of a 
cubical inch, be paid by the common brewer, or by ſuch perſon 
or perſons reſpeQively who ſhall brew, ſell or tap out the ſame 
and ſo proportionably for any greater or leſs quantity. 

Reſolved, That a duty be laid on all beer, ale and porter which 
ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſid, after 
the rate of 48. 1d, for every thirty-two gallons, and ſo in propor- 
tion for any greater or leſs quantity z to be paid down in ready 
money net, without diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu and 
full ſatisfaction of all duties, cuſtoms and exciſe payable thereom 
by _ of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made, in this 

in gdom. . ; , 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 10d, per gallon for and 

upon every gallon of aqua hag ſtrong waters or ſpirits made oc 
2 
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diſtilled within this kingdom for ſale, be paid by the firt mater 
cr diſtiller thereof, during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 8d, per gallon be laid 
upon every gallon of brandy, ſtrong waters and ſpirits perfecti) 
made, and of ſpirits made and diſtilled of wine not above proof, 
that ſhalt be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, 
and ſo proportionably for a greater cr leſs quantity; and for every 

allon of foreign ſpirits, above the quality of ſingle ſpirits, thac 
ſpall be imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, an 
additional duty ſhall be paid for ſuch ſpirits, and ſhall be charged 
thereon in proportion to the duties payable for ſingle ſpirits of the 
ſame denomination, according to the comparative degree cf 
ſtrength which ſuch ſpirits fo to be imported thall bear to ſingle 
ſpirits of the fame denomination. 

Reſolved, That a further additional duty of 10d. per gallon he 
laid on all rum or other ſpirits of the growth and produce of hi; 
Majeſty's ſugar colonies in America, which ſhall be imported into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, 'Thata further additional duty of is. Sd. per gallon 
be laid on all brandy, geneva, and all other ſpirits that ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid; except ſpi- 
rits of the growth and produce of his Majeſty's ſugar colonics in 
America, over and above all other duties now payable for the 
tame. 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 208. ſterling be laid on 
every hundred weight of treacle, and an addmional duty of 6d. 
per yard on all foreign ſtuffs called romals, and all manufaQures 
made of cotton, or of cotton and linen mixed, whether plain, 
painted or ſtained, which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
2 the time aforefaid, except the manufacture of Great 

ritain. | 

Reſolved, That a further additional duty of 51, per centum 
be laid upon all china, earthen, jappanned or lacquered ware, a3 
valued or rated for cuſtom by the book of rates, which ſhall be 
imported into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid z and alſo 
an additional duty, after the rate ot 101. per centum on the ſevetat 
goods and manufactures, not being of the growth and produce ot 
manufacture of Greet Britain herein aſter named, as the ſame now 
ſtand rated for cuſtom in the book of rates, or if unrated ſhall be 
valued on oath of the importer, which {ball be imponed into this 
kingdom during the time aſoreſaid, over and above all other duties 
now payable for the ſame, viz. apparel, apples, bacon and hams, 
beads of glaſs, chocolate, cocoa nuts, coffee, cork, capers, cloves, 
eurrants, Cheinuts, wall nuts, ſmall nuts, bugles, bulled barley, 
artificial Bowers, millinery wares, pearl barley, fans, hats (chip 
and firaw) anchovies, ſturgeon, pins, wrought ivory, olives, 
6Rnions, prints and pictures, mace, nutmegs, wrought inkle, 


D 11 r 140 


drugs, not being for dyers uſe, elephants teeth, fats, all lac- 
quered, japanned, gilt, painted, bronzed and enamelled ware, 
gloves of all forts, almonds, anniſeeds, cinnamon, liquorice, 
pepper, piamento, pruens, raiſins, rice, ſalfron, ſuccards, ſuc- 
cus liquoritiæ, needles, thimbles, outnal-thread, ſiitera- thread, 
china and earthen ware, whited brown thread, and all other 
threads, haberdathery, hardware, toys, mermits, iron pots, ſcii- 
lars, ſnuff, tyles, ſhot, laces of cotton, thread, worſted or ſilk, 
groceries of all kinds (except ſugars) oranges and lemons, lime, 
lemon and orange juice, not being for dyers uſe, tape, foreign 
lizens, and all manufactures of flax and hemp. 

Reſolved, That the 6d. per pound and all other fees which ſhall 
or may be payable to the vice-treaſurer or vice- treaſutets, receiver 
or paymaſter-general, clerk of the pells, or any other officer or 
ofacers of this kingdom, for or on account of the iſſuing or pay- 
ment of any ſam or fums which {hall be received for or on account 
of the ſaid ſeveral aids hereby granted ts his Majeſty, or fer or 
upon iſſuing any ſum or ſums of money which ſhall or may be 
borrowed purſuant to any act of parliament or vote of credit this 
ſetion of parhament, be applied towards rattingthe ſupply granted 
to his Majeſty. 

Reſolved, That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon 
all French wines imported into this kingdom from the 25th day «f 
March, 1786, to the 25th day of March, 178), incluſive, it 
filled and imported by natives, 431. 78. if filled and imported by 
ſtrangers, 341. 105. 4d. if unfilled and imported by natives, 311. 
18. if unfilled and imported by ſtrangers, zal. 28. by the ton for 
every ton thereof, and fo in proportion for any greater or leſs 
quantity; the ſaid duties to. be paid down in ready money net, 
without any diſcount or allowance, and to bein lieu and full 
ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties pavable to his 
Majeſty for the ſame by virtue of any act or acts of parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom, 

Reſolved, That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon 
all wines of the growth of Portugal and Madeira, imported into 
this kingdom during the time aforefaid, if filled and imported by 
natives, 221. 48. 8d. if filled and imported by firangers, 261. —s. 
2d. 33 5; if unhilled and imported by natives, 20l. 143. if unfilled 
and imported by ſtrangers, 211. 8s. by the ton for every ton 
thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the 
Jaid duties to be paid down in ready money net, without any diſ- 
count or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all 

cuſtom, exciſe or other duties payable to his Majeſty for the fame 
1 virtue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this 
ingdom. We | | 

Reſolved, That a further additional duty of zol. a ton be paid 
upon all wines of the growth of Portugal imported iato this king- 
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dom during the time aforeſaid, and ſo in proportion for any greater 
or leſs quantity; the ſaid further additional duty to ceaſe fo ſoon 
as the goods of Ireland ſhall be admitted into Portugal agreeable 
to treaties, and to be paid down in ready money net, without 
1 or allowance. ; 5 

eſolved, That the followinggduties ſhall be paid for and upon 
all Rheniſh wine imported into this kingdom during the time afore. 
ſaid, if filled and imported by natives, 271. 198. 10d. 25 if 
filled and imported by ſtrangers, 291. 9s. 10d. 23; if unfilled and 
imported by natives, 251. 135. 10d.35 5, if unfilled and imported 
by ſtrangers, 271. —s. 10d. 28 2 by the ton for every ton thereof, 
and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity; the ſaid duties 
to be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount or 
allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatis faction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe and other duties payable to his Majeſty for the ſame by 
virtue of any act or ads of parliament heretofore made in this 
kingdom, 

Reſolved, That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon 
all Spaniſh wine imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid, if filled and imported by natives, 221. 4s. 8d. if filled and 
imported by ſtrangers, 251. —s. 20.33 4 3 if uafilled and imported 
by natives, 2ol. 14s. if unfilled and imported by ſtrangers, 211, 
8s. by the ton for every ton thereof, and ſo in proportion for any 
greater or leſs quantity ; the ſaid duties to be paid down in ready 
money net, without any diſcount or allowance, and to be in lieu 
and full fatisfaQion of all cuſtom, exciſe or other duties payable to 
his Majeſby for the ſame by virtue of any act or acts of parliament 
heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That during the time aforeſaid the like duty ſhall 
be paid for all wines imported from the Canaries, and all other 
the dominions of Spain, as upon Spaniſh wine; the aid duties 
to be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount or 
allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe or other duties payable to his Majeſty for the ſame by vit- 
tue of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this king - 


dom. 

Reſolved, That the following duties ſhall be paid for and upon 
all other wines imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid, if filled and imported by natives, 28l. gs. 10d. 28, if filled 
and imported by ſtrangers, 3ol. 3s. 2d.35 3 if unfilled and im- 

orted by natives, 26l. 38. 10d. 25 J if unfilled and imported b 
ſtrangers, 271. 128. 10d. 3 3, by the ton for every ton thereof, 
and fo in proportion for auy greater or leis quantity; the ſaid 
duties to be paid down in ready money net, without any diſcount 
or allowance, and to be in lieu and full ſatisfaction of all cuſtom, 
exciſe or other duties payable to his Majeſty for the ſame by virtue 
of any act or acts of parliament heretofore made in this kingdom, 


. 
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Reſolved, That a tax of 10s. per barrel be laid upon all her- 
rings which ſhall be imported into this kingdom, except Bricith 
herrings, during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That from the 25th day of March, 1786, to the 
25th day of March, 178), a duty be laid upon all malt made in 
this kingdom, after the rate of 2s, 6d. for each barrel, and ſo in 

roportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 

Reſolved, That an additional duty be laid upon all malt im- 
ported into this kingdom between the 25th day of March, 1986, 
and the 25th day of March, 1787, after the rate of 28. 6d. by the 
barrel, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 

Reſolved, That a duty of 51. be laid on every table, ſpinning 
bench or wheel, and of 4os. on every preſs made uſe of or which 
ſhall be in the poſſeſſion of any perſon at any time during the time 
aforeſaid, for the purpole of ſpinning or making roll tobacco. 

Reſolved, That a duty of 2d. be laid for and upon every 
pound weight of tobacco which ſhall be made or manufactured in 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 


Mr. Cox ſtated that in the laſt ſeſſion two pence per pound 
additional duty having been laid upon home manufactured tobac- 
co, beſides a licenſed duty on the manufacturer, and a duty upon 
tobacco tables and other inſtruments of the manuiaCture, that 
commodity was raiſed to ſuch a degree that ſmuggling had muck 
increaſed. A pound of manufactured tobacco, ſaid he, now 
ſtands the fair trader in fifreen pence, viz. three pence original 
cot, ten pence on importation, and two pence inland exciſe or 
tax on the manufacture, whereas it colts the ſmuggler but three 
pence a pound; ſo that if the ſmuggler faves one cargo out of 
hve, he is on a level with the fair trader, and if he faves one out 
of three, he makes a rapid fortune, Now, it is well known that 
ſmuggling will increaſe in _—_— as you raile the duties, for 
every high duty is a tax levied upon honeſt men and a premium 
to ſmugglers, The ſmuggler takes away nothing froin this coun- 
try but ſpecie; the fair trader ſends its manufactures to America, 
who can only return tobacco or flour. By our excellent corn 
laws we are not likely to ſtand in need of the latter commodity, 
and if we do not encourage a fair commerce to the former, our 
trade to America is at an end. The proof of this is the falling off 
in the laſt year of near two hundred thouſand pounds weight in the 
average quantity of tobacco annually imported, though it is well 
known prodigious quantities have been ſmuggled in the ſame 
time, | 

In 1784, the quantity imported was 4,214,860 lb. 

In 1785, 4,056,0361b. | 

After urging the buſineſs in the ſtrongeſt manner, and putting 
the queſtion in a variety of lights, inſiſting particularly on the 


U 
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injury the revenue muſt ſuffer, he concluded with moving ta 
reduce the import duty to ſix pence per pound. | 


Mr. BezxesrorD.—lIt is unneceſſary for me to detain the com- 
mittee in following the honourable gentleman through every thing 
he has ſaid, ſince I adwit his principle, that the higher duties ate 
raiſed the greater temptation to ſmuggling. I cannot, however, 
admit his concluſion in the preſent caſe; for ſince the duties on 
tabacco have been raiſed, the quantity in the laſt year imported 
did not fall off, nor the revenue is not ſunk ; this will beſt be 
underſtood by taking a compariſon for ten years from Lady-day, 
1776, divided into two periods of five years each. 

In the firſt five years, and during the low duty, were imported 

21,593,669 pounds. Duty 481,4671. 15s. 2d. | 
Second period of five years, and during the high duty, 
21,078,081 pounds. Duty 797, 3441. 88. zd. 
Average on the firſt five years, 4, 318,33 + pounds. Duty 
96,2931. 198. 12d. | 

Average on the ſecond five years, 4,215,616 4 pounds, 
Duty 15, 468l. 178. 7d. 4. | 

To prove that the high duty does not reduce the quantity im- 
ported, Mr. Beresford ſtated that the high duty began in 1781, 
in which year were imported, pre 3+-845,788 Id. 

In 1982, — — — 3.459, 861 ditto, 

But in 1785 — — 4,056, o 36 ditto, 

As to the colleQion of the inland exciſe upon tobacco, he ſtated 
that it was not poſſible it could yet be fo productive as it ought 
to be, becauſe it was a new buſineſs thrown upon the gaugers 
who had too much already ; for had they only the malt to atten 
to, that would in itſelf be ſufficient. There were in the king- 
dom 3609 malſters and only 419 gaugers, which was about nine 
malſters to each gauger. But beſides which they had the brewery 
and the diſtillery to mind, and after all were very ill paid for 
their labour. | 


The queſtion was put on Mr. Corry's motion, and it was nega- 
tived without a diviſion, | N | 


Reſolved, That a duty of 20s. be paid by every perſon manu- 
facturing candles for ſale in this kingdom at any time during the 
time aforeſaid, | 125 ' | 

Reſolved, That a duty of 20s. be paid by every perſon ſelling 
or manufacturing paper hangings for ſale in this kingdom at any 
time during the time aforeſaid. | 

Reſolved, That a duty of 408. be paid by every perſon manu- 
ſacturing tobacco for ſale in this kingdom at any time during the 
time aforeſaid. | 1 

Reſolved, That a duty of 20s. be paid by every perſon manu- 
—_ ring ſoap for ſale in this kingdom at any time duting the time 
atoreſaid, 85 . : e : 
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Reſolved, That every perſon ſelling tea or groceries by retail, 
xt 2ny time during the time aforefaid, in any town-corporate in 
this kingdom, ſhall pay a duty of 208. and in any other part of 
this kingdom a duty of 10s, | 

Reſolved, That a duty of 208. be paid by every perſon ſelling 
or making any gold or filver plate for tale in this kingdom at any 
time during the time aforeſaid, 

Reſolved, That a duty of 205. be paid by every perſon who 
ſhall keep a tan-yard or tan- pit, or tan leather for ſale in this king- 
dom, at any time during the time aforefaid, 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 105. be laid on every hun- 
dred weight of cork which ſball be imported into this kingdom 
trom Portugal during the time aforeſaid. | 

Reſolved, That a farther additional duty be laid on all 
oranges and lemons which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
from Portugal or its dominions during the time aforeſaid, after the 
rate of 408. for every thouſand, and ſo in proportion for any great- 
er or leſs number, 
| Reſolved, That a bounty be paid on all new cordage of the 
manufacture of this kingdom which ſhall be exported to any place 
except Great Britain by way of merchandize, during the time afore- 
ſaid, after the rate of 2s. 5d. for every one hundred weight there= 
of, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs quantity. 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 3d. per pound weight be 
laid on all coffee, chocolate and cocoa nuts which ſhall be import- 
ed into this kingdom during the time aforeſaid. 

Reſolved, That a further additional duty be laid on all coffee 
which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid, after the rate of 168. 7d. for every one hundred weight there- 
of, and fo in proportion for any greater of leſs quantity, 

Relolved, That a tax of 45. in the pound be laid upon all ſa- 
laries, proſits of employments, fees and penſions payable between 
the 25th day of March, 1786, and the 25th day of March, 1587, 
to the perſons who ſhall not actually reſide fix calendar months in 
this kingdom between the ſaid 25th day of March, 1786, and the 
laid 25th day of March, 1787, except the deſcendants of his 
Majeſty's royal grandfather, and except the Chief Governor and 
lis Secretary, and alſo except the Duke of Brunſwick, Prince 
Ferdinand, tue Duke and Dutcheſs of Athol, the repreſentatives 
ol the right honourable Edward, Lord Baron Hawke, of the kingdom 
of Great Britain, and George Charles, Etq; if his Majeſty ſhall 
think fit by his ſign manual to exempt them from the ſaid tax; and 
alſo except all othcers of the army, to far as teſpects the pay ariſ- 
ing from their regimental commiſſions; and alſo except the half- 
pay officers on this eſtabliſhment, and the widows of officers. 

Relolved, "That a duty be laid on all tobacco imported into 
this kingdom during the time aforeſaid, after the rate of 10d. fox 
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every pound weight thereof; the ſaid duty to be in lieu and fil 
ſatisfaction of all duties payable by virtue of any act or adds g 
rliament heretofore made in this kingdom. 

Reſolved, That an additional duty of 21. 10s. per centum be 
laid on all iron wire which ſhall be imported into this kingdom 
_— the time aforeſaid, not being of the manufactute of Grey 

ritain. 

Reſolved, That upon all wines of the growth of Portugy 
which ſpall have paid the additional duty of zol. per ton, a; 
which ſhall be exported from this kingdom, there ſhall be draw 
back and repaid the full additional duty ſo paid on import, 


And the queſtion being pur, that the Houſe do agree with the 
committee in the ſaid reſolutions, it was carried in the affirmative, 


It was ordered that leave be given to bring in one or more bill at 
bills, purſuant to the ſaid reſolutions and the reſolutions of the 
committee of ſupply, and that the Chancellor of the Exchegue, 
the Prime Serjcant, the Attorney General, the Solicitor General, 
Mr. Maſon, Mr. Serjeant Fitzgerald and Mr. George Fonſonb) d 
prepare and bring in the ſame. | 


— — 


Monpay, Fezxuary 13, 1786. 


The order of the day for going into the committee of ways 
and means being called for, 


Mr. Cox y ſaid he had offered to the Houſe a petition ſigne 
by a number of refpectable perſons, who found themſelves 2g- 
rieved by the tax on advertiſements in the laſt year; but the 
Houſe had refuſed to receive the petition, upon a principle that 
to receive petitions againſt taxes was againſt the order 7 4 parlia- 
ment; he hoped, however, he would now be permitted to take the 
only remaining method that could ſhew the oppreſſive and 1n- 
politic nature of this tax, which was to examine perſons before the 
committee, who were ready to give evidence to that point, He 
could ſee no objection to this propoſal, if gentlemen did not fear 
to meet the information, and wiſh to ſkulk from it. He did not 
mean to apply the word (kulk to the Chancellor of the Exchequer; 
it conve\ed an idea contrary to his character, contrary to his di- 
poſition 3 but if government would neither admit the petition, 
nor the w:#v@ wce evidence of the ſufferers by the tax, it was evi 
dent they ſkulked from the queſtion, 


Mr. BxownLow faid he thought it would be a very grett 
hardſhip, if the complaints of the tubje& were neither permitted 
to come before the Houle in the ſhape of a petition or parole e 
dence, He begged the members of adminiſtration to point out au 
other method, and he would readily adopt it, 
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The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcueQUER ſaid it was no hard- 
ſkip on gentlemen now, after he had waited three weeks, and 
given them every fair opportunity of bringing forward their mea- 
ſures, to go into the committee of ways and means, It was not 
his intention to preclude information, but it would argue a very 
great inattention to his duty, if he ſhould ſuffer the committee to 
be poſiponed in attending to what gentlemen might poſſibly with 
to propoſe, The money bills of the preſent ſeſſion were four-fold 
as numerous as they had formerly been, and it gentlemen were to 
delay the buſineſs of the ſupply from day to day, it was impoſſible 
to gueſs when it would be finiſhed, 


Mr. Cox x replied, it was not his intention to cauſe any delay; 
he wiſhed to move an inſtruction to the committee to examine cer- 
tain perſons, which motion would not have taken up haif ſo much 
time in the compliance with, as in arguing azainſt it. Now this 
being the cafe, ſaid he, will you comply with my motion to re- 
ceive information, or will you inſiſt upon the order of the day ? If 
you do I ſhall vote againſt it. 


The queſtion being put, that the Houſe do now reſolve itſelf 
into a commitree of ways and means, upon a diviſion there ap- 
peared, 


Ayes, - 82 — Noes, = 25 


Mr. Cox xv. I have often been troubleſome to the Houſe, for 
which I have to apologize. I have a motion to bring forward, of 
which I have given notice, and it is unneceſſary that gentlemen 
ſhould be detained. It is proper they ſhould know when they 
may go home; and, therefore, | take the liberty of aſking the right 
hon, gentleman, [the Chancellor of the Exchequer] how many 
clauſes are to he read before he arrives at that reſpecting the en- 
creaſed ſtamp-duties. If there are many, I requeſt, for the con- 
venience of gentlemen, that he will immediately bring forward the 
one J have mentioned. 


The CnANCTLLON of THe Excurquer informed Mr, Corry 
that a number of clauſes interfering, he would proceed immedi- 


ately to that reſpecting the additional duties on newſpapers, adver- 
ulements, &c, 


The clauſe being read, 


Mr. Cox Rv. I riſe to object to this clauſe, and am convine- 
ed that every gentleman will object to it on conſideration. I 
muſt confeſs myſelf unprepared for a queſtion of ſuch great impor- 
tance; much information is neceſſary to be delivered at the bar of 
tis Houſe, in order to throw proper light on the ſubject. It is 
not my intention, at preſent, to go into the merits of the bill for re- 
gulating the preſs. Its purpoſe was confeſſedly to oblige the au- 
tors and priaters of papers to make themſelves known; but its 
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being good or bad, conſtitutional or unconſtitutional, is not thy 
preſent object of diſcuſſion. The licentiouſneſs of the preſs wil 
doubtleſs be urged in juſtification of the tax upon advertiſement, 
but I muſt infiſt that the licentiouſneſs of the preſs has nothing a 
do with the matter, and that gentlemen will not bring it forward, 
Let the clauſe reſt on its own merits. 

Here Mr. Corry produced a petition from the printers of tle 
city of Dublin, praying for the reduction of the {aid duties, which 
he read as part of his ſpeech, ſtating, that the continuance of the 
tax muſt end in their ruin. He then inftanced the conduct q 
England reſpeQing the ſame branch of revenue. England, ſut 
he, in the courte of ſixteen years, has made but a ſmall increaſe jy 
her ſtamp-duties, and that gradually; but in this kingdom, in ue 
year, you increaſe your duties twenty fold; a thing without prect. 
dent; without example. By the preſent diſproportion of the ta- 
it is evident that the news-printers are at a certain loſs ; that wit 
paper, printing, ſtamps, and workmanſhip, it is proveable they 
loſe conũderably; and evidences are ready at the bar to ſubſlas. 
tiate, on oath, the aſſertion. It is true that the revenue has ni 
decreaſed z but that advertiſements have decreated—a proof, tha 
the expence has fallen, not upon the public at large, but upon: 
few individuals; and of courſe it muſt be acknowledged oppreb 
five. It may be ſaid that all people who are taxed, will object u 
taxez—will ſay they are burdenſome and oppretlive, that they ar 

artial and impolitic Such an objection will not now hold good, 
here is not 2 man of landed intereſt, there is not 2 commerci! 
man in Ireland, who will not ſay he has felt the effects of thi 
clauſe. It precludes that facility of communication, fo inditp:r: 
lably neceſſary in a commercial country—it precludes that intor- 
mation—that compariſon of opinions that free diſcuſſion ſo ellen- 
tial to a free kingdom.—He then went into a calculation, wherein 
he evinced much information, and called the attention of the 
Houſe to a point of the greateſt importance. The expences cf g- 
vernment, ſaid he, in their advertiſements, proclamations, &c. it 
the year 1774, amounted to 276],—but in 1735, it was augment 
ed to 41531. without any viſible or aſſigned cauſe; for what pu- 
poſes it would be needleſs to mention. It was my intention t 
roduce ſuch information to the Houſe, ſuch matter of fact, 2 
mult evince the oppteſſiveneſs of the duty; but that informatia 
was refuſed in the tft inſtance, The country papers of this bing 
dom, unlcis a mitigation takes place, mutt fall off; the conle- 
quence muſt be a defalcation in the revenue. There had been oc 
Currences, when arithmetic was inſuſſicient to anſwer gentlemen 
purpoſes, and they called to their aid logic. They could makelt 
appear that one and one made not two, but four; and doubilt!s 
the doctrine was good, if the ſtatement of the duty on adveriil- 
ments, &c. was conſidered ; but it was to be obſetved that in ta 
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two and two did not always give four, but that two and two ſome- 
times gave cue, and it would appear that at leaft one third of tho 
produce was to be placed to the account of government, and 
though it might ſwell the lift, it was virtually unproductive to the 
nation—it was paying out of one pocket into the other. After a 
number of pointed obſervations, he mentioned the Kilkenny pa- 

er, from his own knowledge, as being greatly injured, and a 
helpleſs family thereby greatly diſtreſſed, from the increaſed duty. 
If the preſent tax was not againſt the liberty of the preſs, it was 


confeſſedly againſt the uſe of that liberty, which it muſt inevita- 
eu deſtroy.— He concluded with moving for a mitigation of the 
on ux. 

T The CHaAXCELLOR OF THE ExcneqQPER faid, that the mon- 
* ſtrous increate of government expences in three quarters of a year, 
*. could be accounted for from the number of riots and diſturbances, 


which made it neceſſary to proclaim rewards for the ſuppreſſion 
thereof, The fears of the honourable gentleman were purely pro- 
phetic, as to the falling off of the country papers He had no perſo- 
nal views in the tax—no wiſh to lay heavy on any particular body 
of men. No gentleman, ſaid he, would be more averſe than me to 
a hindrance of publication. I often publiſh myſelf, fa loud laugh] 
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an but the tax has only been increaſed in the proportion to the prin- 
* ter's charges; that is, they have only been taxed in proportion as 
15 they have taxed the public. The tax is a productive one, and I 
* ſhould be extremely ſorry to relinquiſh any productive branch of 
ui the revenue. A clauſe is propoſed to exempt government procla- 
2 „ons. | 

ſſer. The ATToxney GENERAL,—I am as warm and ſincere a 


eten friend to the liberty of the preſs as any one who hears me; and 
" the che proof is, that Thos exerted myſelf to correct the licentiou!- 
fg. ness which is the bane of its liberty. Of late printers have con- 
c. in ducted themſelves with due regard to the laws, and to that deco- 
nent- um which ſhould ever mark their publications; and while they 
pu- continue to do ſo, 1 ſhall not purſue further of them as have 
2n 12 WY offended. 

J, 4 | do not find that the number of advertiſements is likely to Le 
ation WH diminiſhed by the tax; but if it did ſtop thoſe which are the pecu- 
king: liar diſgrace to this country, by promiſing to ſet land to the higheſt 
one · Wi bidder without any preference, whereby the poor tenantry are 
n oe: WW racked to death, I ſhould think it a national benefit. Perſons wha 
men” pot forward ſuch ſhameful advertiſements ought to be taxed 
abet ¶ io make ſome retribution to their country for the injury they do. 
bileß Another reaſcn I have to be pleaſed with the tax is, that it will 
rtile- ¶ cenect the ſtyle of the country people will learn to concentrate 
u their language, and expreſs themſclyes in more conciſe terms. 
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As to putting down newſpapers in the country, I apprehend that the cir 


ſuppoſition is unfounded ; for within theſe three days a new paper ruf 

from a country town in the North has been ſent up to me. — 
un 

Mr. Sw ax ſaid he thought himſelf called upon to controvert an expen 

aſſertion advanced by the honourable gentleman who, made the ment 


motion. He had ſtared that information had been refuſed him in argum 


the firft inſtance ; how that could happen he was at a loſs to ac+ preſliv 
count, for particular directions had been given that every book * 

and account at the ſtamp- office, &c. ſhould be open for bis inſpec· 
tion. There was no account there that would not bear inveſtiga I 
tion, langua 


Mr. Coxxv roſe.to explain. He aſſured the honourable gentle. 


nation 
man that he had miſconſttued him—that the words which fl! 


the ele 


from him had no ſuch alluſion. It was his intention to have moved the ri; 
for a committee of the Houſe on an affair of ſuch importance, in brevit 
order that the neceſſary evidence might be laid before them, and it by the 
was there the information had been refuſed z it was refuſed by that and th 
Houle, and not the honourable gentleman, whole candour and li» WW and ex 
berality he admitted. Every ſource of information, he allowed, Wi the pr 
was open to him, and he experienced the greateſt politeneſs and WW for am 
civility from every officer in that department, both ſuperior and WW uſe fe 


ſubordinate. He then adverted to the addition to the polt-office 
act, paſſed laſt night, What, ſaid he, is the tendency of this ad- 
dition? It goes to the abridgment of parliamentary privilege, and 
is a further taxation of eight or nine thouſand pounds per annum. 
You muſt now learn to write in fair, round, legivle charaQten, 
the whole ſuper!cription, figures, date, &c. but that is not all] 
you muſt be known to be in a certain town or place, and from that 
one place only your letters will paſs. So that the motions of 4 
member were to be journalized by government, and no doubt there 
would be occaſion for proper officers for the purpoſe, Re up- 
braided the Chancellor of the Exchequer with duplicity, in bring: 
ing it forward in fo thin a Houſe, The committee of ſupply wi 
the proper place for its diſcuiſion. He then returned to the polit 
in debate and ſuid, that his fears for the fall of the country papen 
were ſtiled merely prophetic, but they amounted to a moral cet- 
tainty, in as much as any branch of trade, whoſe requilite es- 
pences exceeded its profits, muſt fall to decay. He had heard, 10 
indeed, many prophecies delivered by that oracle on the trealury 
bench. What ele than a prophecy induced them not to lay en 
no new taxes? Nothing but becaule they had propheſied that the 
old ones would be productive. I hus, when any thing is ment Ber. 
oned by a member on this fide of the Houſe, which has a future al- 


that t 


Kere 2 the c 
pect, it is viſionary and prophetic ; but on the other {ide, folic, un x 
forcible, and ſubſtantial. He begged pardon for ſo long troubling nein 


the Houſe, but he had forgot one Circumitance, which was witli 
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the circle of his own knowledge and experience, and which would 
make more than a volume of argument to ſhew the neceſſity of 
mitigating the tax on advertiſements. Some land was to be ſold, 
under an execution; it was in conſequence advertiſed, the 
expence of which came to 20l. and the expence of the advertiſe- 
ment duty was 121. out of the 2ol. Surely, were there no other 
arguments, this were ſufficient to convince gentlemen of the op- 
preſliveneſs of the tax. 


Mr. FoRBESs. It gives me much pleaſure to obſerve that the 
treaſury bench is about to turn itſelf into an academy for the 
cultivation of the belles letters, the improvement of the national 
language, and the ſtudy of phraſeology. Certainly in every 


le- nation the people are to reſort to the court as a ſtandard for 


fell ke elegance and purity of their language. But it is ſtrange that 
ved the right honourable gentleman has never given ſpecimens of that 
ia brevity and conciſeneſs he ſo much wiſhes to inculcate. J obſerve, 
dit br the words of the reſolution, the right honourable gentleman, 
that and the other ſervants of the crown, reterve to themſelves the ſole 
ü- and excluſive tight of indulging themſelves, in proclamations, in all 
ved, tte profuſion of language, and giving a full ſcope to their genius 


and for amplification; while a ſober citizen is compelled, by a tax, to 
and Wi uſe fewer words than are neceſſary to expreſs his meaning, and 
ffice that too on his immediate buſineſs. 


4 Tae ATToxNey GENERAL. —I ſhall, as much as poſſible, 
" endeayour not only to diminiſh the number of proclamations, but 
* to make thoſe which government are obliged to publiſh, as ſhort as 
ws may be; and being now _ the ſubject of proclamations, I am 
| nh forry to ſay that much of the great expence complained of is 
* owing to the ſupineneſs of magiſtrates and country gentlemen. 
br Government never ſhould interfere but where the ordinary means 
n of keeping the peace have been tried, and found ineffectual; 
oy b. whereas it is the common praQice, when any outrage happen , 
2 any taking of forcible poſſeſſions, or the like, for country gentk - 
| ir men, without exerting themſelves, immediately to apply to gc- 
1 yernment for a proclamation z which is ſeldom refuſed. However, 
5 51 when I am applied to, I ſhall not fail to repreſent ſuch compliance 
a . proper, except it ſhall appear that the magiſtrates and 
bend, Count) gentlemen have exerted themſelves without effect. 
ala | ſhall enforce my argument with an inſtance in point, to prove 
1 that if country gentlemen would exert themſelves, the neceſſity 
I for proclamations would be much leſſened. Laſt ſummer, in the 
weni- uatry, within a mile of my houſe, a perſon kept forcible poſ- 
my {:llion; and it was ſaid could not be diſlodged. The ſheriff of 


{olid tie county of Limerick came to me to take my advice about call- 
bins BY > on the army for ailiſtance, and I defired that he ſhould by no 


% cus do ſo, as I was convinced the gentlemen of the country 
WIR 


150 PARLIAMENTARY 

could effect the buſineſs without any military aid. When ths 
ſheriff was gone, I took my horſe, and unarmed and unattendee 
but by a ſingle ſervant, rode over to the perſon who kept poſſeſſ. 
on. I expoſtulated with him upon the folly and wickedneſs of li 
conduct, and aſſured him that if he did not ſurrender the place 
in half an hour, I would aſſemble the gentlemen cf the country, 
who would not only diſpoſſeſs him, but lay him in the jail of U. 
merick. The perſon, intimidated by this determined condug; 
immediately ſurrendered the place; and if gentlemen of influence 
in the different counties would always act to, forcible poſſeſſion 
would be unheard of. 


Mr. Ba o. ¶ Low, in ſupport of the motion, ſaid that the free: 
dom of the preſs was materially affected by the preſent tax. He 
inſtanced a paper in Belfaſt, whoſe circulation was conſiderably 
checked by its operation. 

Mr. Bux en (of Oldtown) ſaid the tax was an oppreſiive one; 
and if revenue was wanting, a leſs grievous ſubſtitute might be 
found; He ſaid it had been admitted that there was an end af 
licentiouſneſs in the papers againſt government. If that was the 
caſe, which he was ſure it was, it would be equally baſe in go- 
vernment to oppreſs the printers, as it would be baſe in printer 
wantonly to libel government, 


Mr. Wit.L1iam Topp Joxes faid that government payen 
were fent to different parts of the North free of any expence, so 
willing were they to preclude the circulation of papers of a cot- 
trary feature. 


The queſtion being put that the tax do ſtand as of laſt yer, 
there appeared, 


Ayes, - 118 


Noes, - 5 


The Cuaxcei.ior of THE ExcnegQurer then propoſed the 
tax on inſurances to be the ſame as laſt year. He ſtated, that 
though in the beginning of laſt year the number of inſurances ha 
fallen, from the neceſſity which the tax impoſed of taking out nen 
| policies, yet that being now pretty much over, the tax yas riling 
and he thought would turn out very productive. The tax; ink! 
mind, had one great recommendation—1t did not affect the poor. 


Sir Francis HuTcuinson ſaid he admitted that 'till there 
was longer experience, there could be no certainty that this tat 
would leſſen the number of the inſured; but that there was ret 
ſon to preſume it would have that conſequence, becauſe previoui 
to the impoſition of this tax, the inſurance companies cleared te! 
per cent on their ſtock; conſequently thoſe who inſured, pal 
even then for being intured coaliderably more than the end 
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equivalent of the riſk, Now an addition of one ſhilling per cent. 
tax, above 28. 6d, per cent, which is the rate that the bulk of the 
inſured pay to the underwriters, amounts to 40 per cent. addition 
to that payment, which is already more than the real value; and 
of courſe the tax tends to diſcourage inſurers. . 

Another objection to this tax is, that it diſcourages a ſpecies 
of negociation which is the reverſe of gaming; for the man who 
does not inſure his houfe, when he can do it at a reaſonable price, 

ames deep z whereas he who does inſure, proceeds on an oppo- 

bo prtaciple: Thus it appears that whilſt our financial operati- 
ons do ori one hand excite the ſpirit of gaming, by creating lotte= 
ries, thoſe peſts of this city and ſources of idleneſs and drunken- 
neſs, they do on the other hand diſcourage its oppoſite principle 
of caution and ſure dealing. 


Mr. HAR TLEV mentioned that he had received petitions in or- 
der to be preſented, if the Houſe would have permitted him, 
from two very reſpeQable claſſes of men the merchants inſuring 
their property; and the different companies of inſurers—both of 


whom tated the tax as exorbitant, not leſs than _ per cent. on 
the inſurance 4 and therefore extremely injurious to trade, 

18 8 8 . 

* Mr. Bus nE. In my opinion this is the faireſt tax that ever was 


laid; it affects property, and only conſiderable property, which, 
by paying the tax, becomes ſecured. No man is compelled to pay 
apen Wh it; therefore it is voluntary. No man without property can be 
affected by it at all; and it has one very defirable, though uncom- 


_ circumſtance attending it—the whole tax goes into the public 
coffer, 


The SECRETARY OF STATE ſaid he had received a petition, 
purporting to be a petition from the merchants of Corke, againſt 
the tax on inſurances; but on comparing it with that preſented by 
the Dublin inſurance companies, he found them agree word for 
d te word; fo that he had no doubt they came out of the ſame ſhops 
„ that and believed the whole contained but the ſentiments of the 
es hal inſurance companies, whoſe object was merely their own profit, 
t nern not the advantage of the merchants, though they had procured 

| them to put their names to the petition, Ihough the companies 
ia ha complained fo loudly, he ſaid, the tax fell not upon them, 
poor. but upon the perſons inſuring, who eventually might receive con- 
mY” ſderable benefit, as the companies did not immediately. The 
lis ar WY willing, be ſaid, was not to be compared with the 28. 64, which is 
1; fe inſurance premium, but with the advantages that might be ac- 
exiou i duired by it; therefore it ſhould not be ſtated as forty per cent: 
red tet but as one ſhilling in an hundred pounds. Upon the whole, he 
„ pal proved of the tax, and would vote for it. 


end Mr. Gatrrirz ſaid he ſaw but little effect from any petition 


preſented by ſome members from their conſtituents, when they in- 
Vo L. VI. L | 
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troduced them in a particular manner to the Houſe, For his own 
part he muſt ſay, that this, with other taxes, were next to a land 
. tax, and he reprobated the idea, | 


Mr. WoLr t recommended a ſyſtem of economy. He regretted 
that a late misfortune in his family prevented his attendanee in his 
lace, as uſual, when a tax on newſpapers, and a violent attack, 
in the poſt- office regulation, was made on the privileges of that 
Houſe. By the latter, he ſaid, the member who franked the lei. 
ter was obliged to be in the town where the letter was put into the 
office, otherwiſe it would be charged. Theſe ſwelling taxes be 
thought looked like daring the people into public expences. 


The reſolution was agreed to, after which it was agreed to te- 
port progrels. 
The Cyanctriror or THE ExcCHPQUER preſented a bill for 
granting unto, his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, an addition 
duty on wine, hides, beer, ale, and other goods and merchandise: 
therein mentioned, and for prohibiting the importation of all gold 
and ſilver lace, and of all cambricks and lawns, except of the ma- 
nufacture of Great Britain, and of all hops, except of the growth 
of Great Britain and the Britiſh plantations, and of all glaſs, ex- 
cept from Great Britain. 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral aids, duties, rates, 
impoſitions and taxes therein particularly expreſſed, to be applied 
ro the payment of the intereſt of the ſums therein provided for, and 
towards the diſcharge of the faid principal ſums in ſuch manner 
therein is directed, and for ſuch other purpoſes as are therein men- 
tioned. | 


A bill for the advencement of trade, and for granting to his Ma- 
jeſt y, his heirs and ſucceffors, the ſeveral duties therein mentioned. 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, cer- 
fain rates and duties upon the portage and conveyance of all letters 
and packets within this kingdom, and for the purpoſes therein 
mentioned. 


A bill for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to his Ma» 
jeſt y, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 


A bill to promote the linen and hempen manufactures, by en- 
creaſing the ſupply of Irith flax-ſeed, and encouraging the export 
of linens and fail-cloth, and for granting to his Majeſty, his hein 
and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 


Which were received and read the firſt time, and ordered to be 
read a ſecond time to-morrow: | 
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Tors pA, FEBRUARY 14, 1786. 


Mr. Ga DIN ER preſented a petition of the inhabitants of the 
barony of Donore, in the county of Dublin, ſetting forth, that 
an act was paſſed for the better paving, cleanſing and lighting the 
ſtreets, lanes and alleys of the city of Dublin, and the liberties 
thereunto adjoining z and that the petitioners, in conſideration of 
the inability of the major part of them to diſcharge their propor- 
tion of the taxes neceſſary for the purpoſes aforeſaid, have been 
excepted out of the ſaid act; that the petitioners have obſerved, 
with infinite ſatisfaction, the wholeſome regulations which have 
been lately carried into execution for the better paving, cleanſing, 
iighting and otherwiſe improving the city of Dublin, and ſuch of 
the liberties thereof as have been placed under the directors and 
commiiſioners oy ſaid act appointed, and humbly apprehend that 
the health-and ſafety of the inhabitants of the city and irs liberties 
will be further promoted by extending the proviſions of the act to 
the barony of Donore, the principal avenues of which are the 
chief throroughfares for bringing building materials into the city, 
wi and alſo proviſions from the counties of Wicklow, Kildare, Car- 
er- low and Wexford, and which avenues are at preſent broken up 

and impaſſable; that the petitioners being informed that a bill has 
tes, WY fly been preſented to the Houſe for the purpoſe of conſolidating 
les ino one act the various ſtatutes which have been hitherto made for 
and imilar purpoſes, humbly preſume to expreſs their wiſhes to 
ern be included in the ſaid bill; that the petitioners, willing to 
nen- Contribute in proportion to their ability, to defray the ex- 
pence of paving, lighting and cleanſing their barony, humbly 
propoſe to pay in ſuch manner as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem fit, to 
Ma- che directors and commiſſioners of the paving board, ſuch ſum or 
ſums of money as ſhall appear on an average of the laſt ten years 
cer- do have been annually levied by preſentments on their barony, for 
the paving, lighting and cleanſing the ſame; and praying that 
their barony may be included in ſuch further a& as the wiſdom of 
the Houſe ſhall tind it expedient to paſs for the purpoſes aforeſaid. 


dir Jon BLaquiere ſaid that though it was highly flattering 
to the gentlemen that compoſed the paving board, to find ſo large 
a portion of the inhabitants of Dubhn deſirous to be under their 
direction in this reſpect, yet at the ſame time he was of opinion their 
deſire could not be complied with; for though there were ſome of 
the inhabitants of that barony rick enough to bear the neceſſary 
tax of paving, cleanſing and lighting, yet the majority were too 
Indigent to pay it. | 


The Houſe, purſuant to order, reſolved into a committee on 
tae bill for conlolidating into 1 and rendering more effec- 
S - 
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tual the powers granted by ſeveral acts of parliament for paving, 
lighting and cleanſing the ſtreets of Dublin, &c. 


Mr. Charles O' Ne il obſerved, that in this bill as well as the 
one which paſſed before, the execution of the work was veſted 
in the directors and commiſſioners; the latter, indeed, were gen- 
tlemen who gave a due and proper attendance, for which they 
were confidered, but the former were right honourable and ho- 
nourable perſons, idle men, who ſometimes attended, and ſome- 
times did not, reſiding partly in town and partly in the country, 
He ſaw no reaſon, therefore, why the direction was taken from 
the citizens, to whom the matter more certainly belonged. 


Mr. GazpiNer defended the preſent arrangement, and (ad 
that the manner in which this buſineſs was carried on before, wa 
ſuch as juſtified the alteration z and he concluded with obſerving, 
that though the commiſſioners were exceedingly active and intel- 
ligent, it was neceſſary that perſons of reſponſibility ſhould have 
the direction. 


A petition of the gentry and principal inhabitants of the town 
of Roicrea, in the county of Tipperary, and neighbourhood there- 
of, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the 
Houſe and read, ſetting forth, that the town of Roſcrea is up- 
wards of forty miles diſtant from the aſſizes town of the county of 
Tipperary, and- that the petitioners have laboured under many 
difficulties for want of a bridewell or other place of ſufficient ſecu- 
rity in which the neighbouring magiſtrates could be warranted by 
law to commit and lodge offenders againſt the public peace, until 

they could with convenience be tranlmitted to take their trials at 
the general allizes of the county aforeſaid z that the town of Roſ- 
crea and neighbourhood thereof contain a great number of opulent 

and induſtrious inhabitants, and that their police has ſuffered er- 
tremely, and many notorious offenders let go at large for want 
of a proper place to anſwer the purpoſes of legal confinement 
and therefore praying relief. 

Sir EDW ARD Cor ro preſented to the Houſe, according to 
order, a bill to explain and amend an act paſſed in the twent y- third 
and twenty-fourth you of his preſent Majeſty's reign, entitled an 
act for the relief of priſoners charged with felony or other crimes 
who ſhàll be acquitted or diſcharged by proclamation, reſpeQing 
their fees, and giving a recompence for ſuch fees; which was re- 

ceived and read the hit time, 


Mr. MasoN reported from the committee of ways and means, 
the following reſolutions : IF 


Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that a fur- 
ther duty of 2d. be laid on every pound weight of nianufaRured 

_— which ſhall be imported into this kingdom during the ume 
orelai . 


reſpe 
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Reſolved, That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Ma- 


jeſty a duty of 40s. be paid by every factor or perſon ſelling home- 


made ſpirits in this kingdom, and not being a diſtiller or licenſed 
as a retailer, at any time between the 25th day of March, 1786, 
and the 25th day of March, 1787, incluſive. 

Reſolved, hat a duty of 4os. be laid on every one hundred 
pounds weight of gun powder, not being of Britiſh manufactute, 
which ſhall be imported iato this kingdom during the time afore- 
ſaid. 5 

Reſolved, That a bounty be paid on all ſound and merchantable 
gun · powder made in this kingdom, which ſhall be ex ported at any 
time between the 25th day of March, 1786, and the 25th day of 
March, 1787, after the rate of 6s. 6d. for every one hundred 
pounds weight thereof, and ſo in proportion for any greater or leſs 
quantity, to compenſate for the dutics paid on the importation of 
the ſalt-petre and brimſtone uſed in manufacturing the tame. 

Reſolved, That towards raiſing the ſupply granted to his Ma- 
jeſty, there ſhall for the ſeveral and reſpective things herein- after 
mentioned, which ſhall be written or engroſſed, the ſeveral and 
teſpective rates, impoſitions, charges and ſums of mot be raiſed, 
levied, collected and paid unto his Majeſty, his heirpand ſucet- 
ſors, from the 25th day of March, 1786, to the 25th day of 
March, 1787, incluſive. 

Reſolved, That a duty of gl. be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
rellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of yo on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any diſpenia- 
tion to hold two eccleſiaſtical dignities or benefices, or both a dig- 
nity and a benefice, or any other diſpenſation or faculty from the 
Lord Archbiſhop of Armagh, or maſter of the faculties for the 
time being. 

Reſolved, That a duty of gl. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which hall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant or 
letters patent under the great ſeal of Ireland, of any honour, dig- 
nity, promotion, franchiſe, liberty or privilege, to any perſon 
or perſons, bodies politic or corporate, or exemplification of the 
ſame, commiſſions of rebellion in proceſs always excepted, 

Reſolved, I hat a duty of 9], be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which (ball be 
engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant from his 
Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, of any ſum of money exceeding 


. 200l, which ſhall paſs the grea: ſeal of Ireland. 


Reſolved, That a duty of gl. te paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchn.ent, or piece or theet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant of 
any office or employ ment which ſhall be above the value of 2001, 
per annum. 


166 PARLIAMENTARY 


Reſolved, That a duty of 41, be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which fhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſsid, any pardon 
(except the pardon paſſed in forma any wr] of or for any crime 
er offence, or of any ſum of money or forfeiture whatever, or on 
which any warrant or reprieve, relaxation for any fines, corporal 
puniſhment, or other forfeiture, ſhall be engroſſed or written, 

Reſolved, That a duty of 41. be paid for every ſkin or piece 

of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant from 
his Majeſty, his heirs or ſucceſſors, of any ſum of money not ex- 
ceeding 200l. nor leſs than 1001, which ſball paſs the great ſeal 
of Ireland. | 
Reſolved, That a duty of 41. be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant of 
any office or employment which ſhail be above the value of gol, 
per annum, and under the value of 200!. 
Reſolved, That a duty of 61. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which (hall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any admiſſion 
of any fellow of the college of phyſicians, or of any attorney, 
clerk, advocate, proctor, notary, or other officer or officers in 
any court whatſoever, except commiſſioners for taking athdavits, 
and except ſuch officer be an annual officer in any corporation or 
inferior court, whoſe office is under the value of 10l. a year in ſala- 
ry, fees or other perquiſites, or any appeal from the court of adai- 
ralty or prerogative court, or from any archiepiſcopal court. 

Reſolved, That a duty of zl. be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellur or parchment, or piece +07 ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any grant of 
lands in fee, leaſe for years, or other grant or profit not herein 
particularly charged, that ſhall paſs the great ſeal of Ireland, or 
the ſeal of the Exchequer, cultodiam leaſes excepted. | 

Reſolved, That a duty of 31. be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any preſenta- 
tion or donation which ſhall paſs the great teal of Ireland, or upon 
which any collation to be made by any archbiſhop or biſhop, or 
any preſentation or donation by any patron whatſoever, of or to 
any benefice, dignity, or ſpiritual or eccleſiaſtical promotion 
whatſoever, of the value of iool. a year, and leſs than 200l. a 
year, and of 6], if of the value of 200l. or upwards, the value to 
be aſcertained by the certificate of the archbiſhop or biſhop, or 
vicar-general of the dioceſe, provided always that two or more 


benefices, epiſcopally united, ſhall be deemed and taken to be 
one benefice only,  ' 1.” | 
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Reſolved, that a duty of 158. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or theet of paper, on which thall 
be engrofſed or written, during the time atoretuid, any exempli- 
fication of what nature whatſvever, that ſhall pals che ſea! of any 
court whatſoever, except of decrees of the court of Chancery, 

Reſolved, That a duty of 153. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on Which ſhall 
be engroſſed, or written, during the time atoreſaid, any inſticu- 
tion that ſball paſs the ſeal of any archbiſhop, biſhop, chancellor, 
or other ordinary or eccleſiaſtical court whatſoever, provided that 
an inſtitution to two or more benetices, epitcopally united, hail 
be conſidered as to a ſingle benefice. 

Reſolved, That a duty of 7s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or. parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which 
ſhall be 8 or written, during the time aforeſaid, any con- 
veyance, ſurrender of grants or oflices, rcleate or other deed hat- 
ſoever, which ſhall be encolled of record in any of the courts of the 
city of Dublin, or in any other court of record whatlcever, 

Reſolved, That a duty of 75. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſhcet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engtoſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any exempli- 
fication of a decree of the court of Chancery, under the great 
ſeal. | 

Reſolved, That a duty of 5s. be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engrotſed or writcen, during the time aforcſaid, any writ of 
error, certiorari or appeal, except to the delegates, 

Retolved, That a duty of 9s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or 
piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which 
{ball be engroſſed or written, during the time aforetaid, any ſen- 
tence that thall be given in the court of Admiralty, or any attach- 
ment that ſhall be made out of the ſaid court of Admiralty, or any 
relaxation of any ſuch attachment, 

Reſolved, That a duty of 5s, be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time atoreſaid, any probate 
of a will or letters of adminiſtration for any eſtate above the value 
of zol. and not of the value of 100l.; a duty of 10s. where the 
amount thereof thall be of the value of 100l. and not of the value 
of zool. a duty of 20s. when the amount thereof {hall be of the 
value of zool. and not of the value of 6001, a duty of 30s. when 
ofthe amount of 6ool. and not of 1000l. and a duty of 308. when 
of the value of 10001. and upwards, 7 

Reſolved, That a duty of 208. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which 
all be engrolſed or written, during the time aforetaid, any com- 
—— that ſhall be iſſued from any Court whatever, for taking 
alhdav its. . 
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Reſolved, That a duty of 58. be paid for every ſkin or piece of Ref 


vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall vellum 
be engroſſed or written, . the time aforefal, any recogni- be eng 
zance conditioned for the payment of money or performance of habeas 
covenants or agreements, ſtatute ſtaple or ſtatute merchant, ot Ref 
entered of record in any court or office, except ſuch recognizancey vellun 
as ſhall be entered into by perſons applying for licenſes to ſell by be en 
retail beer, ale, wine, ſtrong waters or other liquors, which te- bail te 


cognizance ſhall be conſidered as bonds, and ſhall pay accord. fore ar 


=. 


ingly, ſoever 
Reſolved, That a duty of 7s. 6d, be paid for every ſkin or piece Rel 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which {hall of vell 
be engrofſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any writ of be en 
Covenant for leyying a fine, 3 | diſmit 

Reſolved, That a duty of gs. be paid for every ſkin or piece of Rel 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall of vel 
be engrolſed or written, during the time — any record of be en 


niſi prius or poſtea. 


Reſolved, That a duty of 78. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or 


piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which Rel 
ſhall he engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any writ of vel 
of entry for ſuffering a common recovery, : de eng 
| Reſolved, That a duty be paid, during the time aforeſaid, for Into a 
evety ſæin or piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of Ret 
paper, on which ſhall be engroſſed or written any judgment what- of vel 
vet which ſhall be ſigned by the maſter of any office, or hi ſhall | 
deputy or ſecondary, or by wy prothonotary or his ſecondary, davit, 
deputy or clerk, or any other officer belonging to any of the courts of his 
at thexcity of Dublin, who have power or uſually do or ſball ſign peace 
Judgments, at the rate of 5s. for every judgment engroſled ot of the 
written on ſuch ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or piece ot juriſd 
ſheet of paper. . ; | and t. 
|  Refolved, That a duty of 7s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or to Civ 
Piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which accou 
ſhall be engroſſed or written, during the time aforetaid, any com- to th 
miſſions iſſuing out of any eccleſiaſtical court not herein otherwite corn | 
particularly charged, | | 3 tive te 
Reſolved, That a duty of 7s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece the [ 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall kin c 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any warrant, upon 
monition or perſonal decree in the court of Admiralty, except in that f 
ſuits for the recovery of ſeamens wage. 5 ſed or 
Reſolved, That a duty of 28. 60. be paid for every ſkin ot Re 
piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which vellu 
thall be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any in- be en 
dentare, leaſe or deed poll, not hereby otherwiſe charged, ex- writ 


cept indentures for binding poor pariſh, or other poor children 
ſupporied by public or private charities, apprentices. 
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Re ſolved, That a duty of 15. be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any writ of 
habeas corpus, 

Reſolved, That a duty of 18. be paid for every fkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any ſpecial 
bail to be taken in any of che courts of the city of Dublin, or be- 
fore any of the judges of the ſaid courts, or in any court hat- 
ſvever, or any appearance upon ſuch ſpecial bail. | 


ce - Reſolved, That a duty of 1s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or piece 

II! of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſball 

of be engrofſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any decree or 
diſmithon made by or in the courts of Chancery or Exchequer. 

of Reſolved, That a duty of 1s. be paid for every ſkin or piece 

all of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 

of be engrofſed or wricten, durivg the time afereſaid, any common 


bail, to be filed in any court whattoever, and any appearance that 
or ſha]l be made upon ſuch bail. 


ch Reſolved, I hat a duty of 28. be paid for every ſkin or piece 

tit of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſtall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforetaid, any admiſſion 

for into any corporation or company. 

of Reſolved, That a duty of 18. be paid for every ſkin or piece 

at- of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which 


his ſhall be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any affi- 
af davit, except ſuch affidavits as ſhall be taken before the officers 


rts of his Majeſty's cuſtoms or exciſe, or any juſtice or juſtices of the 
gn peace, or before a magiſtrate of any corporation acting as a juſtice 

or of the peace, or acting in any court of conſcience or of ſummary 
Of Juriſdiction, or before any judge of aſſize, or commiſſion of oy er 


and terminer, relative to proſecutions on trials or indictments, or 
or to civil bills, or that ſball be made for the purpoſe of railing or 


ich accounting for public money, and except affidavits made relative 
Me to the hempen and flaxen manufactures, or to the payment of 
vie corn premiums, or made before the truſtees of any turnpike rela- 


tive to the roads or tolls of ſuch turnpike, or affidavits made before 
ece the Dublin Society; and that a duty of ad. be paid for every 
hall ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper 
nts upon which any copy of ſuch athdavit as is herein-before charged 
tin that ſhall be filed or read in any court whatſoever, ſhall be engrot= . 
led or written, during the time aforeſaid, 
or Reſolved, That a duty of 18, be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any original 
writ (except ſuch original upon which a writ of capias itſues) 
lubpaena, writ of capias quo minus, writ of dedimus poteſtatem, 
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to take anſwers, examine witneſfes or appoint guardians, or any 
other writ whatſoever, or any other proceſs or mandate that ſhall 
Hue out of or paſs the ſeals of any of the courts at the city gf 
Dublin, or any other court whatſoever holding plea, where the 
debt or damages doth amount to 408. or above, or the thing in 
demand is of that value, 

Refolved, That a duty of 18. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which 
ſhall be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any entry 
of any action inthe mayor's or ſheritfs courts of the city of Dublin, 
and in courts in all corporations, and other courts whatſoever, 
out of which no writs, proceſs or mandate iſſue, holding ple 
where the debt or damage doth amount to 40s. or above. 

Reſolved, That a duty of 18. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or theet of paper, on which hall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any rule of 
order, except in cauſes proſecuted upon indictments, or which 
relate to preſentments made or given in any of the courts at the 
city of Dublin, either courts of law or equity, which ſhall be 
taken out. 

Reſolved, That a duty of 1s. be paid for every ſkin or pieceof 
vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which hal! 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any copy of 
ſuch rules or orders, except in cauſes proſecuted upon indid- 
ments, or which relate to preſentments entered, or the copies of 
any other records or proceedings in any of the faid courts of the 
City of Dublin, not hereby otherwiſe charged. 

Reſolved, That a duty of 1s, be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which (ball 
be engroſſed or written during the time aforeſaid, any citation ot 
monition made in the prerogative court, or in any eccleſiaſtical 
court, or any libel or allegation, depoſition, anſwer, ſentence or 
final decree, or any inventory exhibited in the prerogative court, 
or in any eccleſiaſtical court, or in the court of admiralty, ot 
whereupon any copies of them reſpectively ſhall be engroſſed or 
written, except in ſuits for the recovery of ſeamens wages, 

Reſolved, That a duty of 28. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or 
piece of ve!lum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which 
ſhail be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any chat- 
ter party, policy of aſſurance, paſſport, or any proteſt, procun- 
tion, letter of attorney, except warrants of attorney for entering 
judgments on bonds, or any other notarial act whatſoever, 

Refolved, That a duty of 1s. be paid for every {kin or piece 
of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheer of paper, on which {hl 
be engroſſed or written during the time aforeſaid, any warrant 
attorney for entering judgment on any bond, 

Reſolved, That a duty of 18. be paid for every ſkin or piece of 
vellum or parchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, on which ſhal 
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be engtoſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any bonds 
releaſe, contract, or other obligatory inſtrument. 

Reſolved, "That a duty of 1d. be paid for ever ſkin or piece of 
rellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
he engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any depoſitions 
taken in the court of Chancery or court of Exchequer, except the 
paper drafts of depoſitions taken by virtue of any commiſſion be- 
fore they are engroſſed, which are not herein before charged. 

Reſolved, That a duty of 1d. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
of vell urn or parchment, or piece ar ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any copy of 
any bill, anſwer, plea, demurrer, replication, rejoinder, interro- 
gatories, depoſitions or other proceedings whatſoever taken in the 


all court of Chancery or court of Exchequer, or in any court of 
equity. 

ch Reſolved, That a duty of 2d. be paid for every ſkin or piece of 

Fo vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 


6 be engtoſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any copy of 
any will atteſted by the proper officer of the prerogative court or 
any eccleſiaſtical court. 


+ Reſolved, That a duty of 2d. be paid for every ſkin or piece 
- of vellum or parchment, or piece or ſheet of paper, on which ſhall 
10. be engroſſed or written, during the time aforeſaid, any declara- 
« of os, plea, replication, rejoinder, demurrer, or other pleadings 
wo whatſoever in any couit of law, or any copy thereof. 

Reſolved, That a duty of id. be paid, during the time afore- 
1 lad, for every almanack or calendar for any one particular year, 
ball or for any time leſs than a year, which ſhall be printed on one ide 
W only of any one ſheet or piece of paper only, and of 2d. for every 
10 ocher almanack or calendar for any one particular year; and that 
ap for every almanack or calendar made to ferve for ſeveral years, 
an, de teſpective rates aforeſaid ſnhall be paid for every ſuch year. 


Refolved, That there be paid, during the time aforeſaid, for 
* al papers containing public news, intelligence or occurrences, a 
duty of 1d, for every ſheet or piece ct paper leſs than a ſueet on 
which ſuch news, intelligence or occurrences ſhall be printed. 
Mich Reſolved, That there be paid, during the time aforeſaid, for 
every pamph! eding fi; in oQay in 
* 1 phlet or paper not exceeding ſix ſheets in octavo, or in 


un =_ page, or not exceeding twelve ſheets in quarto, or twenty 
ring : in tolio ſo printed, a duty after the rate of 28. for every 

cet of any kind of paper which ſhall be contained in one printed 
* copy or impreſſion thereof. 


ſhall Refolved, That for and upon every piece of vellum, parch- 
— ment or paper on which ſhall be engroiſed or written the admiſlion 
„any ſtudent or bartiſter into the ſociety of King's Inns, there 

ce of tall be paid a duty of 51. | | 
Reſolved, That there be paid, during the time aforeſaid, a 

uty of 18, for every advertiſement to be contained in or publiſted 
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in any gazette, newſpaper or journal, to be publiſhed weekly or 
oftener; or in any other printed paper or pamphlet whatſoever, 
being diſperſed or made public yearly, monthly, or at any other 
interval of time; and a further duty for the ſamE after the rate of 
78. for every ten lines which every ſuch advertiſement ſhall con- 
tain over and above the firſt ten lines, each line to be taken accord. 
Ing to the length commonly uſed in ſuch gazette, journal, 
pamphlet or newſpaper. 

Reſolved, That a duty of 2s. 6d. be paid for every ſkin or 
piece of vellum or parchment on which ſhall be engroffed or writ. 
ten, during the time aforeſaid, any bill, anſwer, plea, demurrer, 
replication, rejoinder, interrogatory, depoſition taken by com- 
miſſion, or any other pleading whatſoever in the courts of Chan- 
cer y or Exchequer. 

Reſolved, That for and upon every ſkin or piece of vellum or 
pirchment, or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which ſhall be en- 
groſſed or written any memorial of any deed, conveyance, will 
or deviſe which ſhall be regiſtered in the public office for regiſter 
ing ſuch memorials, a duty of is. ſhall be paid, over and above 
all other duties payable thereon. 

Reſol ved, That for and upon all inſurances from fire which ſbal 
be made at any time between the 28th day of March, 1786, and 
the 25th day of March, 1787, there ſhall be paid a duty alter the 
rate of is. for every 100l. inſured. 

Reſolved, T hat for every ſkin or piece of vellum or parchment, 
or ſheet or piece of paper, upon which any receipt or other dil- 
charge for any legacy left by any will or other teſtamentary inſiru- 
ment, or for any ſhare or part of a perſonal eſtate, divided by 
force of the ſtatute of diſtributions, ſhall be engroſſed, written ot 
printed, the amount whereof ſhall not exceed the value of 20l. 1 
ſtamp duty of 2s. 6d.; and where the amount thereof ſhall be of 
the value of 20l. and not amounting to 100l. a ſtamp duty of 55.; 
and where the amount thereof ſhall be of the value of 100]. and 
upwards, a ftamp duty of 208. be charged thereon, except ſuch 
I-gacies as ſhall be left to the wife, children or grand · children of 
the perſon making ſuch will or teſtamentary inſtrument, or ſhall 
be divided among them by force of the ſtatute of diſtributions. 

Reſolved, That for every piece of vellum or parchment, 0 
piece or [beet of paper, upon which ſhall be ns ns or written 
any exception or exceptions to any anſwer filed in any coun af 
equity within this kingdom, a duty of 18. for each exception 10 
written or engroſſed as aforeſaid, ſhall be paid during the tine 
aloreſaid. 

Relolved, That towards raiſing the further ſupply granted to 
his Majeſty for promoting and carrying on inland navigations i! 
Ireland, the ſeveral duties on coaches, chariots, berlins, calaſhes, 
Chaiſes, Chairs, cards, dice, and upon all wrought and manu 
ſactured gold and ſilver plate, which were granted by an act py 
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ſed in the third year of the reign of his late Majeſty King George 


the Second, for the term of twenty-one years, and have been con- 
tinued by ſeveral ſubſequent acts ſince, to the 25th of March, 
1786, be continued, raiſed, levied and paid to his Majeſty, his 
heirs and ſucceſſors, for the further term of twenty-one years, 
from the 25th day of March, 1786, 


The queſtion being put, that the Houſe do agree with the 
committee in theſe reſolutions, it paſſed z and leave was given to 
bring in one or more bill or bills purſuant to ſaid reſolutions. 


The SECRETARY OF STATE preſented a bill for building a 
bridge over the northern channel of the river Lee, in the city of 
Cork, and ſuburbs thereof, and for other purpoſes relative to the 
faid city ; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Ax N FSL preſented a bill for making, widening and re- 
pairing the road leading from the city of Dublin to Malahide, and 
for erecting turnpike gates, and receiving tolls thereout in aid of 
the baron y preſentments, and for appointing truſtees for carrying 


the ſaid purpoſes into execution z which was received and read the 
luſt time. 


3 
2 wa 
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WepntsDay, FesRUARY 15, 1786. 


It was ordered that the Speaker do iſſue his warrant to the clerk 
of the crown to make out a new writ for electing a burgeſs 
to ſerve in parliament for the borough of Thomaſtown, in the 
county of Kilkenny, in the room of George Roth, ſq; deceaſed. 


3 CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER moyed the order of 
the day. 


Mr. Mas ox took the chair, and proceeded in the reading of the 
great money bill. When that clauſe was read which impoſes an 
additional duty on the importation of foreign herrings, 


The SgcxETARY oF STATE faid he held in his hand a petition 
from the exporting merchants of the city of Cork, againſt the ad- 
ditional duty on all foreign herrings imported, which ſtated, in ge- 
rl, that the north-weſt hſhexy was totally inſufficient to ſupply 
the conſumption even of this kingdom in the article of herrings, 
not to mention the great quantity exported from Cork for the uſe 
of the Weſt India iſſands. From this he adverted to the neceſſary 
conſideration, whether the exports of the nation would not conſe- 
quently be affected by the additional duty laid on this ſeſſion 7 
n regard to the great commercial city of Cork, he was autho- 
ized to ſay, that in conſequence of this duty its exports had been 
lellened one-half at leaſt below what it had been in former years. 
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Ireland, he faid, had in this reſpect acted with a policy very dif. fould 

ferent from that of England. When the Jſle of Man had been appear! 
found the central mart of the herring fiſhery, the Britiſh legiſlature {WM uniform 
only laid on the duty of 3s. 4d. on every barrel, But it was no: Even ! 
in a commercial view alone that this duty was diſtreſſing : As af. tee fiſh 
feQting the poor, in a great neceſſary of life, it included an addi. Nen Wed 
tional calamity, the more eſpecially when it is conſidered that t WW P?F 
the approaching ſeaſon of the year the common people, from a te- 1 : 
Hious neceſſity, depended much on this article of food. He con- based 
tended that even according to the duty of 6s. on every barrel, Mi blibed 
and 25. bounty on herrings, Ireland had in its favour 8s. over thoſe which a 
of foreign import. For his own part, he was willing to adhere to din, 2 
any meaſure ſhort of a total prohibitory duty. The value of des of 
every barrel of herrings he conceived to be about 125. Now if: Leclare 
duty of 6s. 5d. were laid on fuch value of every 124, he believed and ſo 


gentlemen would allow it to be fully ſufficient. But as they were inſtead 
going on, laying tax after tax, it now amounted to 138. on every ll filling 
295. worth of herrings. It was a heavy concern, which affected on the 
the very being of the people, and equally unwiſe as impolite; Mr. 
becauſe they could not ſhew in any country of the world where a Wl enſue 


prohibitory duty was laid on a very effential neceſſary of life, as linen 1 
this certainly was, particularly as it was evident they could their e 
not ſupply themſelves with this article, He aſked them, did they WM had b. 
lay this prohibitory duty on corn before they were enabled, bythe Wi cf hei 
progreſs of agriculture, to ſupply their internal conſumption? ¶ gat. 
On the contrary, they held out bounties, both inland and coaſt 


duty 
ways, until their ſupply was ſufficient not only for domeſtic con- Wil of w] 
ſumption, but even for that of export; and a clauſe was inſerted WI with 


to ſuperſede the neceſſity of parliamentary application, by mark- WW if En 
ing the immediate riſe at market when the importation of corn was 
allowable. By the prohibition of the import of foreign herring, 
individuals at large were not only affeQed in the city of Cork, but 
it extended a pecultar degree of hardſhip on thoſe employed in 
particular branches. he numbers employed in cooperage, the 
men uſually engaged in re-barrelling, and the various branches of 
manufacture, were equally intereſted.— He then divided the 
ſubject into three diſſerent heads, and ſhewed how each was affect- 
ed. He particularly deſcribed how materially it went to injure an 
article of commerce, In the memory of man it was an eſta- 
bliſbed branch of trade to the Weſt Indies, and though he did not 
doubt the right honourable gentleman's patriotiſm in having a re- 
regard to the welfare and intereſt of the empire in general, by the 
eſtabliſhment of luch a duty, yet he ventured to aſſert that it 
would be productive of very injurious effects to this kingdom in 
general, and to the Britiſh colonies in particular. Under this idea, 
ke thought it would be the wiſeſt meaſure to take off the prohibi- 
ory duty, and leaving it as formeriy ſettled, until preyer witneſſes 
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ould be examined, then reſolve on that ſyſtem which ſhould 
ppear the moſt wiſe and politic. The people of England had 
uniformly formed a different ſyſtem, from the time of Edward II. 
ven in the time of Queen Elizabeth, ſuch a regard was paid to 
the fiſhery, that the legiſlature gravely told the people that faſts 
em Wedneſdays and Fridays were eſtabliſhed, not in conformity to 
any papiſt idea, but as proteſtants in the laudable act of encou- 
aging the Britiſh fiſheries. He then enumerated the different aQts 
paſſed for the protection of the fiſheries, particularly that eſta- 
tiſhed for the white herring fiſhery in the reign of his late Majeſty, 
which expreſſes, that foreigners could import fiſh into Great Bri- 
tin, as well as natives; and in the progreſs of all theſe acts, the 
idea of a yrohibitory duty was never admitted,” He on the whole 
declared that he never knew any meaſure ſo imperfeQly deviſed, 
and ſo impolitically carried into a law. He therefore moved, that 
inſtead of the words “ ten ſhillings,” there be inferted “ fix 
ftillings and five pence” and after ſhilling, ** in lieu of all duties 
on the importation of herrings.“ 


Mr. ConvxGuam faid that if any injury could poſſibl y 
enſue in conſequence of the duty complained of, it muſt be to the 
linen manufacture, as the Swedes, having no linen manufacture of 
their own, took up their returns in that article, The Iſle of Man 
had been mentioned, and the duty of only 38. 4d. on every barrel 
of herrings, as a proof of mildneſs on the part of the Engliſh le- 
piſlature z but he begged leave to obſerve, that in that cafe this 
duty was intended not as a prohibitory duty on foreign herrings, 
of which there was no fort of recognition, but merely on the ſalt 
with which they had been barrelled. Did any gentleman ſuppoſe, 
f England entertained the leaſt notion that Ireland ſupplicd the 
colonies with foretgn fiſh, that ſhe could admit of the circuitous 
lupply of this foreign fiſh from Cork, and not immediately order 
and encourage the veſſels to come to the great exporting towns of 
England, and take herſelf advantage of this market ? The right 
honourable gentleman had alſo emphatically mentioned the diſtreis 
which the poor of Cork would experience in conſequence of this 
duty. He would aſk, if the city of Cork were to experience ſo 
much adverſity on this occaſion, why not every other city and 
town in Ireland, whoſe poor were certainly not more opulent? 
tle could prove from documents he then held in his hand, that very 
recently (and he mentioned the years) double the quantity of her- 
nags had been exported from this kingdom to thoſe imported; and 
conſequently the poor could not be ſo much affected, as a ſurplus 
would not have been ſent from the market, had they ſtood in fo 
much need of what was called, but which he denied to be, a ne- 
eſſary of life, He had been upwards of 25 years in parliament, 
ind it had been his conſtant endeavour to eſtabliſh the Iriſh fithery ; 
and now that it was in a fair way, he could not eaſily relinquiſh {o 


f 
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Important an object. The importation of foreign herrings was ty. 
tally inimical to this object. He begged to know how the right 
-nourable gentleman's friends in Cork would like the importatia 
of large cargoes of Dantſh beef into „ for export to the 
Weſt India colonies ? Moſt certainl y their teelings would be much 
trritated. But not to dwell upon tuch circumſtances, there wy 
u preference at the home market from the excellence of the fi, 
He was certain that two herrings caught in the county of Donegal 
would weigh fix foteign herrings, and that 400 of the formet 
would fill a barrel; and though the intereſt of the Cork coopen 
might feel ſome temporary injury, yet the general benefit was d 
more infinite conſideration, He then went into the ſtate of the 
export and import for ſome years paſt, In the year 1777, the in- 
port of foreign herrings amounted to 20,000 barrels, but in the 
year 1785 the number of Iriſh herrings exported amounted ty 
35,000 barrels. Did not this important fact prove, that they were 
able to meet the foreign fiſh at a market? and that we were na 
only able to ſupply the home conſumption, but alfo that of the 
colonies ; and did it not therefore appear highly improper to areſ 
the progreſs of our fiſbery in this ſtate of profperity ? He allowed 
that Swediſh herrings might be purchaſed at 188. the barrel fron 
Gottenburghz but why thould we allow what England would net 
allow, that foreign import ſhould be ſuffered to hurt the produd d 
the home market ? 


Mr. Day obſerved, on the petition, that it did not 7 to the 
oppoſition of any tax, but merely to the modification of a duty, 
He wondered why the Houſe ſhould ſuffer the doQtrine to gy 
abroad, that it would oppoſe petitions againſt taxes, when the 
practice of England was different, which received petitions again 
ſeveral taxes, particularly the ſhop-tax. He was for ſupporting 
the motion ; and he thought that a city ſo high in commercial con- 
ſequence as Cork ſhould demand every attention. 


Sir Lucios O BaIlEN mentioned the policy of the French, in 
getting the Gottenburgh herring trade into their own hands, fo 
the latt three or four years, which he was afraid would be hurtfil 
to us. England ſaw through this policy, and in conſequenc? 
turned every attention to the improvement of their own fiſberies 
and employed Mr. Knox to prepare a ſyſtem of the Scotch filbe- 
ries. | 
Mr. Kearney called upon gentlemen to recolle& that the ri 
in value of all the proviſions of life made herrings a neceſſary, li 
his own memory butter had riſen from 268. to 508. the hundred; 
ſo had beet, mutton, and other animal food in proportion; there 
fore the poor had no refuurce but in the cheap article of herrings; 
and he aſked, if it was either humane or wiſe to deprive them d 


this article? He could ſpeak from his own obſervation, that niate 
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tenths of the ſouthern poor ſcarcely taſted animal food. The ex- 
ample of England ſhould teach them not to be merely confined to 


tion the herring fiſhery, when they had equal acceſs to the Newfound- 
land and whale fiſheries. Corn was mentioned; but the tour-fifths 
wch of the Iriſh did not feed on wheaten bread. All other prokibitory 
duties only went to affect the wealthy part of the nation; but here 
id. to millions of people were to ſuffer from the prohibition which 
egal was now agitated. In regard to the common people of England, 
rmer it was well known that falt fiſh conſtituted a very ſmall part of 
pen Bi their food, but here it was the contrary caſe, and the compariſon 
4 « did not hold on this head between the two countries. 
4. Mr. Ox pr expreſſed his regret that he was not time enough in 
: the the Houſe when a matter of ſuch importance was firſt brought for- 
| 4 4 ward. Though he profeſſed that every regard ſhould be paid to the 
were poor, yet he was fully of opinion that a mode of inveſtigation 
enn bbould be adopted, to know how far the poor could be affected by 
dhe preſent duty. In teſpect to the importation of foreign herrings 
amel for export to the colonies, he was ſenſible that it was — im- 
owed BY poſſible. England, he ſaid, could never agree to Ireland”s poſſeſſing 
fron dhe power to ſuperſede her in the _ y of her own colonies; for 
14 it was an abſurdity to imagine that ſhe would allow Cork to im- 
ad bort foreign fiſh for the ſupply of the colonies, in the face of all 
the acts made to the contrary, and to the detriment of her own 
market; and it was evident that the reduction of the duty would 
to the WF tend to this. It was a queſtion of doubt whether this dut 
duty. would ultimately injure Cork. It did not appear that it would, 
to 30 Wl becauſe — were not yet ripe to decide that queſtion, 
en de as a certain time muſt paſs to juſtify the certainty of ſuch an event, 
1gaink WW by waiting the ſucceſs of the fiſhery. But he declared himſelf far 
Jorting from preſſing on this head, as, on the contrary, he thought 
| coi WF an opening ſhould be left to come at the truth, and then apply a 
remedy z for it was the fartheſt from his idea of the matter, to join 
ch, in ia any act which could poſſibly preſs on the neceſſities of the peo- 
ls, for ple. He would, however, repeat it again, that there was an 
\urcful BY urgency to cut off the export of foreign tiſh to the colonies, to the 
uence injury of Great Britain; and even in the colonies there exiſted a 
ww!) law to prohibit the import of all foreign fiſh, except that of Great 
+ fiſhe- RY Britain and Ireland. He was therefore againſt the reduction of the 
preſent duty, until it could be poſitively aſcertained to prove a 
= national injury, 3 | 
Ts Ia Mr. Ricuand LoncritLlD obſerved that he was not ſo ſan- 
.ndred; WI guine as to expect, after the declaration of the laſt right honoura- 
ther- ble member, that the merchants of Cork were to ſucceed in their 
ring; *pplication. So much had been already done and ſaid by the right 
them o 


honourable gentleman who moved on this head, that little remain- 


ed for him to mention; but he muſt remark that notwithſtanding 
Vor. VI. "Mi M 
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all the bounties received by a right honourable gentleman for the 
encouragement of the northern fiſheries, yet during the months of 
OQober, November and December laſt, not one ſhip arrived with 
herrings at the port of Cork, for the ſupply of its home or foreign 
markets. It was faid that the export of foreign herrings waz 
a contraband trade from Cork; but England herſelf had contrived 
to make it a contrahand trade, by procuring foreign fiſh to be 
brought to the Iſle of Man, and then claiming the bounty on ex- 
portation, as the fiſh of Great Britain, It was well known that 
Cork had always the proviſion trade, and England had never in- 
terfered, notwithſtanding it was known that foreign herrings 
formed a material part of it. He inſiſted that Ireland was not now, 
more than ever, to be reftrained in this reſpect. He was no frierd 
to ſmuggling; but if it was a contraband trade, it was the bufineſ1 
of the colonies to examine into that matter, and if found contrary 
to law, to arreſt its progreſs—they were exported as Iriſh and te- 
ceived as ſuch. It was evident that the home fiſhery was not ſuf- 
ficient for either domeſtic or foreign conſumption, and this convic- 
tion led him to vote that no more than fix ſhillings and three pence 
ſhould be luid, inſtead of the preſent duty. 


Mr. Os pr replied, that though the honourable gentleman had 
mentioned that the trade had been long carried on in this manner, 
and ſo exported as Iriſh herrings, yet it ſhould be prevented, as it 
was nat the way of eſtabliſhing a national faith with Great Britain, 
He, however, wiſhed that ſuch an opening might be left for ac- 
commodation as might be produQive of ſatisfaction on both ſides, 
He again repeated, that the time of poſitive deciſion had not ye 


arrived, and he was of opinion that the time ſhould be waited for 
before reduction. 


Mr. Ricnand HeLy HuTcxinsoN remarked that all the 
prayer of the petition meant, was merely the liberty of importing 
ſueh a quantity of herrings as to anſwer the neceſſities of the poor 
of Cork. Lent was approaching, when this neceſſary of life was 
moſt wanted, and if the duty was ſuffered to exiſt, ſo wouid 
the hardſhip involved in its conſequences, The right honourable 
gentleman who principally oppoſed the motion had, in the cour!? 
of two ſeſſions, received 30,000l. for the encouragement of the 
fſhery, and it was but a tmall conſideration to admit as much u 
would relieve ſuch a body of people for one ſeaſon. 


Mr. Alg XAN DER MonTGoMery ſaid he was glad to find 
that the two right honourable Secretaries had differed on this cc- 
caſiop, and hoped they would do ſo in more than this ſingle 
Ioftance. He was, for his own part, certain that there was more 
fiſh. on the north-weſt coaſt than was ſufficient for the conſumption 
of the kingdom, or its exportation, He was therefore againſt the 


moton - 
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Mr. Convncnram faid that he found himſelf happy in the 


encouragement given to the fiſhery, and the ſucceſs of its progreſs. 
That 500 veſſels were this ſeaſon fiſhing on the coaft, which ſo 
{warmed with fiſh that it could find employment for many hun- 
dreds more. 


Mr. Ox De again expreſſed an earneſt wiſh that ſuch an opening 
ſhould be left in the bill as ſhould tend to a ſatisfactory accommo- 
dation on both ſides, 


Mr. KeazNEey faid that the wants of the poor were not confined 


to lent only; during the whole winter their wants were equally 
preſſing, 


The SecnETARY OF STATE again mentioned that there was 
an evident ſcarcity of herrings, from the well known fact, that 
this year they were raiſed to treble the uſual price. In reſpe@ to 
his differing with his right honourable friend, [Mr. Orde] be wiſhed 
it to be known, that though he voted with him on ſome occaſions, 
when part of his conflituents did not, perhaps, entirely agree 
with him in that reſpect, yet the conſcioufneſs of acting right was 
a ſotisfaction that no occaſion could make him forego, He would 
proceed to put his motion, and take the ſenſe of the committee; 
but if he failed in that effort, he would follow it up with another 
motion, in which he hoped for their concurrence. 


The CHaNCeELLOR oF THE ExCHEQUER expreſſed a regret 
that the two right honourable gentlemen, who had hitherto agreed 
ſo well, ſhould differ in opinion on the preſent occaſion. In point 
of time there could be little difference for an examination of facts, 


and then he ſhould be happy to ſee his two right honourable 
friends in their uſual habits of agreement. 


The queſtion being put on the original motion, the numbers 
appeared, 


Ayes, = 24 


Noes, Ty $ 89 


The SECRETARY OF STATE then moved, that a power be in- 


ſerted in the bill to repeal or diſcontinue the duty, if found ne- 
ceſſary. 


A diviſion having enſued, there appeared for the motion, 
Ayes, * 27 


Noes,— 47 


After which the committee went through the bill, the Houfe 
teſumed, and Mr. Maſon reported. 


A petition of the manufacturers of tanned leather reſident in 
Bella, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented 
to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, that this kingdom, from 
the great abundance of raw * and mildneſs of the climate, 

2 
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is peculiarly fitted for the manufacturing of tanned leather, if 
plentifully ſupplied with oak bark; that the petitioners have la- 
bouted under great dificulties theſe ſeveral years paſt on account 
of the ſcarcity of oak bark, being thereby prevented from bringing 
their goods to market as ſoon as they otherwiſe would have done, 
and oſtentimes ſubjeted them to the riſk of a total loſs of the 
ſame; that the petitioners conceive if there was a bounty granted 
on the importaticn of bark from the continent and from America, it 
would tend greatly to leſſen their preſent difficulties, and that x 
bounty on the planting of oak trees would in time totally remove 
them; and therefore praying relief. 


A petition of the corporation of tanners of the city of Dublin, 
under their common ſeal, on behalf of themſelves and all others 
the tanners and mianufatturers of leather in Ireland, was preſented 
to the Horſe and read, ſetting forth that the tannage and manufac- 
ture of leather in this kingdom has of late years very gradually de- 
clined, and if not encouraged and protected by the Houſe will be 
{con totally loſt to this kingdom, whereby not only the petitioner 
ard thoſe concerned in that trade will be reduced to the neceſſit/ 
of quitting the fame, but alſo many other uſeful and neceſſat 
branches, in trade in which leather is worked up, will be much ia- 
juted, and the ptice of the many articles manufactured with lea · 
ther be greatly encreaſed ; that the petitioners, with concern, ſc 
that the great exportation of raw materials to all foreign countries, 
almoſt duty free, has greatly contributed to prevent the tanning and 
manufacture of leather in this kingdom, and has prevented the 
exportation of tanned leather from this country to foreign mar- 
kets, inſomuch that the exportation thereof has — three 
parts out of four during the laſt ten years, compared with the ten 

years next preceding; that the petitioners beg leave to repreſent 
to the Houſe that the ſcarcity and dearneſs of oak bark in thii 
kingdom is another cauſe of the great decline of their manufzc- 
ture, the price whereof has very greatly encteaſed theſe ſome 
years paſt, and prevented the petitioners from being able to procure 
a ſuſſcient quantity thereof for the tanning of their raw materials, 
on ſuch terms as to enable the petitioners and thoſe of the tanning 
trade to manufacture their goods either for conſumption at home, 
or to fend them to foreign markets, on equal terms with other 
countries; that the petittoners, from the ſcarcity and dearnefs of 
bark in the year 1785, were in great danger of being reduced to 
difficulties and diftrets, and that had it not been for the coldneſs oſ 
that ſeaſon the raw materials then on the petitioners hands would 
have periſhed, petitioners not being able to procure, on any terms, 
oak bark for ſaving the ſame; that the petitioners apprehend that 
the tannage and manufacture of leather in this country may, unde! 
proper encouragement, become a branch of buſineſs of great con- 
{equence to Ireland in general, as well as to the petitioners, who 


have embarked their entire ſubſtance therein, and ſpent their lives 
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in the purſuit and improvement thereof; that the petitioners ap- 
prehend and believe that if an additional duty be laid on the exper- 
tation of raw materials from this into foreign countries, and a 
bounty granted on the importation of oak bark into this kingdom 
from America, the Laſt Country, Germany, and other parts of 
the continent of Europe from whence that article may be procured 
annually in any quantity for the ſupply of Iriſh tannage, together 
with a bounty on the exportation of manufactured leather, will 


s alliſt our export of tanned leather, enable us to manufacture our 
2 raw material, prevent foreigners laving a ſupply of that fort cf 
leather fit for their uſe, make Ireland the mart for ſaid goods, and 
n, neceſſitate foreigners to apply to us for our materials when manu- 
73 fictuted, as the green commodity they bring from hence is by far 
ed ſuperior to any they can ſupply themſelves with from other mar- 
0 kets; that the petitioners apprehend and believe they would be 
e- able to regain from ſoreign nations this branch of trade if the 
be Houſe ſhould be pleaſed to take their caſe into conſideration, and 
ers paſs ſuch laws for their relief as in their wiſdom ſhall ſeem ht ; 
'ty and praying to be heard by themſelves or counſel in ſupport of the 
ir} allegations of their petition. 
gu The CrranceLLOR of The*Excurquer preſented a bill for 
* licenſing hawkers and pedlars, petty chapmen and other perſons; 
=: which was received and read the firlt time, 
Ind — — — ——— 
the 
'ar- s THrursDay, FEBRUAR 16, 1786. 
" A petition of the joint preſidents and aſſiſtants for the relief of 
* the poor in the county of Limerick, and county of che city of 
5 Limerick, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth, 
2 that the poor-houle of che city of Limerick was opened for the te- 
ception of the poor on the 18th of September, 1772, and all the 
* poor who deſited it were admitted, and all ſtrolling beggars in and 
nh about the city were compelled either to go into the houſe, or quit 
— their idle practices, ſo that for ſeveral years a beggar was not to be 
ve. een in or near ſaid city, and they were maintained in the houſe 


at a very cheap rate, Viz. for leſs than two-pence halfpenny a 
+ of day, and a good deal of induſtry carried on; that in the year 


| to 1779 the Mr for the county of Limerick and county of 
fol the city of Limerick were united by act of parliament, and for ſe- 
old veral years the private ſubſcriptions and public preſentments kept 


the houſe, and a number of poor objects in it, in decent order ; 
but the grand juries not thinking proper to preſent the uſual ſums, 
tough recommended to do fo by the judges from the bench, the 
funds became ſo low that the petitioners were not able to take in 
many poor objects who offered themſelves, and were even under 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of turning out many that were in the 
houſe, and of courſe the ſtreets are now filled with beggars, to the 
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t annoyance of the public ; and the petitioners have been un. 
der the neceſſity of borrowing money at intereſt for the mainte- 
nance of thoſe in the houſe, who are moſtly cripples, inſane, or 
too young to be turned out; that the numbers maintained in the 
houſe daily ſince it was opened were nearly as follow: 


From 1772 to 1773 — — 26 
1774 - - 36 
1775 - * 0 
1776 - - 70 
1777 - - 88 
1778 — 124 
1779 10 8 135 
1780 - — 120 
1781 - - 139 
1782 - — 165 
1783 - — 148 
: 
7 5 3 


and therefore praying that ſuch permanent means may be deviſed 
for the ſupport of the ſaid united poor-houſes, as to the Houle ſhall 
ſeem meet. | . 


A petition of the tanners of the town and borough of Wexford, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the tanning 
trade or manufacture of leather has been greatly on the decline in 
this kingdom for ſome years paſt, as appears by the very inconſide- 
rable quantity exported from hence, in compariſon to what for- 
merly uſed to be; that the petitioners apprehend that this ariſey in 
a great meaſure from the quantity of raw hides exported from this 
kingdom, and the ſcarcity of bark, which is become ſo very dif- 
ficult to be procured that nothing but the uncommon coldneſs of 
the winter in the year 1755, prevented the green leather from perilh- 
ing; that the petitioners humbly beg leave to offer to the Houſe, 
thac an additional duty on the exportation of raw hides and caif 
ſkins, and a bounty on the importation of bark from Germany and 
other parts cf the Continent, and from America, likewite a bounty 
on the exportation of tanned leather, would be the chiet means of 
reſtoring the manufacture of leather in this kingdom to its former 
flouriſhing ſtate, and of preventing it from falling into total ruin; 
that the petitioners apprehend the taking off the tax of 20s, yearly, 
impoſed on tanners by way of licenſe, would be of material advan- 
tage, and much help the manufacture of leather in this country ; 
and therefore praying relief, 


The SeckETARY OF STATE ſaid he wiſhed to take the opinion 
of the Houſe, whether he ſhould not preſent the petition from the 
exporting merchants of the city of Cork, the compaint of which 
had been agitated in the committee laſt night, in order to produce 
witneſles at the bar of the Houſe to prove the allegations of the ſame, 
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Mr. CnaTTER TON ſupported the right of receiving the peti- 


- tion. It came, he ſaid, from a very reſpectable body of men, 
r who had found themſelves aggrieved in a material article of their 
e commerce, and ĩt was but fair to bring it befote the Houſe, to give 


gentlemen an opportunity of ſpeaking to the ſubject. 


Mr. Baowne (of the College) ſaid he thought in reaſon and 
juſtice that the petition ſhould be received, as it complained of an 
intetdiction of trade to a foreign market, and the cauſe of great 
domeſtic hardſhip. Gentlemen had ſpoke largely of the Iriſh 
fiſhery ; but of what avail would it be to have fiſh at the Rolles, 
when no veſſels were employed to bring them round to the 
ſouthern ports. By any thing which had yet been advanced on 
that head it did not appear where this fiſh could be procured. At 
all events it was impolitic to lay a prohibitory duty on the import 
of hercings, before the fiſhery was eſtabliſhed, as in the act of 
making the experiment the poor might ſtarve. 


Mr. Cox x ſaid he wiſhed that the Houſe would not haſtily de- 
cide on a point of ſuch conſequence ; but if it was rejected on the 
mere ſcore of being a petition againſt a tax, it was ſtill a more 
all dangerous circumſtance, as it was for ever ſhutting the door againſt 

all complaints of burdenſome taxes, however dangerous in their 
d, tendency, | 2 


ng dit Luctvs O' Bale ſaid he was of opinion the petition 
Aa, ought to be received, as he did not look upon it as a petition 
e- 


againſt a tax, In regard to petitions againſt taxes, a hardſhip might 
appear upon the face of that reſolutioa by which they were re- 
in fuſed ; but if it was to be conſidered that the practice would be 
this endleſs if once admitted, the juſtice of the original ground on 


dif- which it was formed muſt be very apparent, which was to exclude 
of frivolous complaints; but in the preſent inſtance, he thought, as no 
= revenue was produced in conſequence of the prohibition, it was 
iſe, 


a not petitioning againſt a tax, but begging à mere matter of regula- 
can tion. 


d | ; 70 
ws The SecxeTARY or STATE ſaid he agreed in the opinion 
. that petitions ſhould not be received azainſt actual taxes, but this 
mer 


was a "ex different caſe, which called not far repeal, but modit- 
cation, It was a ſubject by which no man could loſe any money, 
becauſe no revenue had been expected by laying on the prohibi- 
tion, and no multiplicity of petitions was to follow. There was 
alſo another light of infinite more conſequence in which it pught 
to be viewed, for it comprehended in its object every branch of 
manufacture that now exiſted, or hereafter ſhould exift in the city 


nion of Cork, as appeared evident!y from its having already operated 
| the to diminiſh half irs exports. It is not yout herring trade only, 
hich aid he, which will be affected by this prohibicion, but your pro- 


ion trade in general, as veſſels once diſappointed of tull ſorted 
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cargoes will have recourſe to ſome other market, where they may he 
ſure of not meeting ſuch a diſappointment, and thus your provi. 
on trade will be eventually knocked up. He then recapitulated 
ſome of the arguments he advanced the night before on this head 
and concluded by declaring that his ſole object in wiſhing the pe- 
tition _ be received, was to give the Houſe an opportunity cf 


_ informed of facts by the examination of evidence at the 
r. 


Mr. BxownLow ſaid the petition ought to be received, as it 
went not againſt the principle of a tax but its modification. Jt waz 
like that of the printers calling for a mere regulation of an act pro- 
ductive of various ill conſequences. He never would admit that 


there could exiſt any right to preclude the fubject from the liberty 
of well-founded complaint. | 


The CHancettor of THE Excutrquer faid there wa 
ſcarcely ſufficient time to 80 through the weighty buſineſs of the 
Houſe.—It was not his wiſh to interfere in the queſtion ; it might 
be aſſumed at another time, but he found himſelf under the neceſ- 
ſity of moving for the order of the day to expedite the buſineſs of 
the nation. | 


Having made his motion a diviſion enſued, when there appeared 
Ayes = 62 Noes - 36 


The Houſe having then reſolved itſelf into a committee, Mr, 
Maſon in the chair, the bill for the further advancement of trade 


was read through, reported, and the report ordered to be received 
to-morrow. 


The Houſe went into a committee on the bill for the better te- 
gulation of gaols. | 


Mr. Ga Dix threw out ſome doubts whether the raiſing of a 
falary for inſpectors would not be attended with inconvenience, a 
the counties, in many particulars, might look upon ſuch ſalaries 
as burdenſome, while thoſe appointed, perhaps, might look upon 
ſuch appointments as ſo many ſinecure places, and leave their bu- 
fineſs to be done y others. He ſaid the bill alſo provided that an 
inſpector- general ſhould be appointed, and he was at à loſs to 
know what neceſſity there was for ſuch an office. 


Mr. Gz1yy1TH enforced the very great neceſſity there was fot 
inſpeQors, as the only means of applying a remedy to the nume- 
rous abuſes ſo long exiſting in our priſons, which, ſince the time 
of Charles II. had been ſeveral times put under ineffectual regu- 
lations, by amen ding act after act to no ſort of good purpole. Of 
all theſe acts indeed he had as much as poſſible availed himſelf, by 
concentrating what he thought beſt among them into the preſent 
act. Certain he was inſpectors muſt be very uſeful, and 20. 
year ſalary could be no objection to a county, 
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Mr. Hol urs followed him on the ſame ground, and ſaid he 
thought inſpectors extremely eſſential to the reform intended 
throughout all the gaols. 


Sir FRANCIS HUTCHINSON ſaid he wiſhed that matters would 
not be haſtily forced upon gentlemen, without allowing time for 
due conſideration. He hegged to be informed what falary was in- 
tended for the inſpeCtor-general. 


Mr. Gx1yy1TH (who fat on the treaſury bench) ſaid chat 
though many things had been forced upon the country from 
that 3 it would not be the caſe at preſent, for time enough 
ſhould be allowed for conſideration, Government had the appoint- 
ment of the inſpeQor-general, and the intended ſalary was 20ol. 
for going through the whole kingdom twice a year. 


After two amendments the chairman reported ſome progreſs, 
and the committee obtained leave to fit again on Tueſday next. 


— 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 17, 1786. 


The Cancer rior of THE ExcHEQUER preſented a bill for 
granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, certain duties 
upon malt. 

A bill for regulating and extending the tobacco trade, and for 
granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties 
therein mentioned, 

A bill for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the 
ſereral duties therein mentioned upon coffee. 

A bill for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
certain duties on carriages, | 


A bill for granting certain duties upon licenſes to be taken out 


| by the ſeveral perſons therein mentioned. 


A bill for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, ſe- 
veral duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the commiſſioners 
for managing the ſtamp duties. 


Which were received and read the firſt time. 


The Honourable Mr. Hy Tcx 1 Nnson preſented a bill for build- 
ing a bridge over the northern channel of the river Lee, in the city 
of Cork, and ſuburbs thereof, and for other purpoſes relative to 
aid city; which was received and read the firſt time. | 


Mr. Ho. mes preſented a bill for enabling the grand jury of the 
county of Tipperary to grant ſuch ſums as ſhall be neceſſary for 
building and repairing bride wells in proper places in ſaid county; 
vhich was received and read the firſt time. 


136 PARLIAMENTARY 


i The ATTorney GeneRar moved to commit the bill for ves, . ered 
ing Mrs. Bonnell's eſtate in certain truſtees, ſupply 


| Mr. Baownxe (of the College) oppoſed the committing of the Biſhop 
bill. He profeſſed much reſpect for the right honourable gentle. Wh proſec 
man [Colonel Conyngham] from whom it principally moves, M, d 
both as an encourager of manufaQures, and a patron of the f bil v. 
arts; but declared he had much greater reſpect for the body of the by ub 
clergy, to whom he profeſſed himſelf a warm friend, and whom and fo 
he conceived to be moſt materially intereſted in the oppoſition to and ot 
this bill. He ſaid the deſign of the bill was to veſt a charitable ad 
bequelt of Mrs. Jane Bonnell, to the amount of 60col, (given for the kit 
the benefit of clergymen's widows) in certain truſtees therein does t 
named, viz. three Archbiſhops, (for Tuam was omitted) the Chief MY 
Judges, Lord Conyngham, Colonel Conyngham, Dr. Ellis, and this cl 
the three perſonal repreſentatives of Mrs. Sampſon, wife of the hav 
ſurviving executor of Mrs. Jane Bonnell, which truſtees were w Hon " 
diſpoſe of the money to ſuch and ſo many widows as to then {fl "2 
ſhould feem proper objects. His objections would beſt appear by BW" 0 
ftating a few fats. Mrs. Bonnell, the teſtatrix, in her liſe-tine M̃udoe 
carried on a ſuit during twenty years for the recovery of a mort» e t 
fin debt, ſecured on the eſtate of the anceſtor of Lord Conyng- deavo 


m, in which ſuit ſhe met with every oppoſition from the Conyn- * 
am family, and died betore ſhe could recover the money. dhe Judge 
had made a will, and by this will bequeathed ſeveral legacies, WW. 
particularly zool. to the pariſh of St. John, in Dublin, and then Tas 
all the reſidue of her fortune to the uſe of poor widows of clergy- ham 
men, without confining the charity to any particular ſpot of Wil: 
dioceſe, and without appointing truſtees to diſpoſe of the money, Judge 
After her death the mortgage ſuit was revived in the name of Ralph and d 
Sampſon, who was either the only acting or the ſurviving executor men? 
of four. Ralph Sampſon dying, his widow and executrix refuled wick 
to lend her name in carrying on the ſuit, whereupon it became il * th 
neceſſary to file an information in the name of the Attorney Gene» Let 
ral, at the relation of the pariſh of St. John, This was done in 
1766, The late Lord Conyngham gave every oppoſition in his 
wer, by having recourſe to every mode of defence which the 
2w could furiſh him with, and even for a long time inſiſting on 
bis privilege. However, in 1778, the money was at length paid into 


the hands of the chief remembrancer of the Court of Exchequer. Ti 
Mrs. Bonnell died in 1745, fo that the ſuit had been protratted Wh vas 
forty years ſince her death. And here it was worthy of remark, chair 
that the Court of Exchequer conſidered the conduct of Mrs. Mi 
Sampſon, in refuſing her name, in ſuch a light, that they would nat able 
{utter the money to be paid into her hands, and they were of opi - flatec 
nion that a legacy bequeathed to Lord Conyngham by Mrs. Eon WW — 
nell, on condition that he would pay the money he owed het Aa, 


without ſurther ſuit, was forfeited. When the money was teco - 
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vered the next object was to appoint truſtees of the charity, to 
ſupply the total ſilence of the teſtatrix in that reſpect. The late 
Biſhop of Waterford, whoſe exemplary piety had induced him to 


W proſecute this ſuit for many years, with infinite labour and induſ- 


ry, brought in a bill appointing certain biſhops truſtees z but this 
bill was ſtifled in the privy council, and it might well be gueſſed 

by whoſe intereſt. It was now again neceſſary to appoint truſtees, 
ard for his part he was of opinion, thac the archbiſhops, biſhops, 
and other dignitaries of the yo 1h were the proper truſtees, 
and that the intention of the teftatrix was, that every dioceſe in 
the kingdom ſhould partake of her bounty, But, ſaid he, what 
does this bill do? It appoints, among the truſtees, the heir at law 
of Lord Conyngham, who for forty years oppoſed the recovery of 
this charity, and whom the Court of Exchequer deemed thereby 
to have forfeited even the legacy given by Mrs. Bonnell, as the 
only mark of her favour ; and the repreſentatives of Virs, Sampſon, 
who refuſed to lend her name to carry on the ſuit, and whom 
the Court of Exchequer would not truſt with the money. It 
undoes the effects of the whole ſuit, and throws back the money 
into the hands of the Conyngham family, who for forty years en- 
deavoured to defeat the charity, and who with their friends would 
always form a majority of truſtees, as it was well known the chief 
judges had too much buſineſs to be able to attend half the nu- 
merous Corporations in. which they were, for form's ſake, inſerted 
This might hereafter be confined to the eſtate of Lord Conyng- 
ham himſelf, inſtead of being extended according to the in- 
tention of the teſtatrix. Who were moſt likely to be proper 
judges of the fit objects of this charity? The archbiſhops, biſhops 
and deans in the ſeveral dioceſes, or the right honourable gentle- 
men? This was an excellent foundation for other benefactions 

which might at length amount to a conſiderable ſum, when added 
to the preſent, But who would contribute, if their bequeſta 
were to be under the directions of a private family, to which they 
were ſtrangers? The ſum indeed ia each dioceſe would be 
ſmall, yet added to their preſent charitable fund, would be of 
material ſervice, and ſuch a diviſion, he would repeat again, 
would be exactly fulfilling the apparent intention of the teſtatrix, 
whereas the preſent bill was in fact making a new will for her. 


The queſtion being put, that the bill be now committed, it 


* carried in the affitmative, and Mr. Thomas Burgh took the 
chair, | 


Mr. Ax rHuR Wor.ye faid he roſe to obſerve to the honour- 
able gentleman Mr. Browne] that in the objections which he had 
ltated to this bill, he ſeemed to have overlooked one circumſtance 
—By the common law of the land, whenever a charitable cor- 
poration is founded, and endowed by an individual, if he does 
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not appoint a viſitor, his heir at law is of right the legal viſty * 
of that coporation. As to any oppoſition which the late L Wi comm 
Conyngham might think proper to give to the recovery of Mn contrat 
Bonnell's legacy, the gentlemen named in the preſent bill wer ſeveral 
not anſwerable for his adtions or opinions; and one pentlenn tence 3 
particularly alluded to, [Mr. Burton Conyngham] he would bead o 
deſerved the higheſt encomiums; for ſince he had ſucceeded ty _ of 
Lord Conyngham's eſtate, he had proved himſelf not only the = 
friend of his country, in becoming the liberal patron of arts ar 
ſciences, and every uſcful undertaking, but what was ſtill more dir | 
Bonourable, he had proved himſelf a lover of juſtice, — 
Mr. Bxowne aſſured the committee that he did not mean the Mr 


fmalleſt inſinuation derogatory to the high character of the rig: Wi til 
honourable gentleman alluded to, nor had he ever before bear 


of a viſitor to charitable corporations, as mentioned by the learnt! 
gentleman, 


mitte 


s Vir 
The ATTorNey GeNneRAL aſſured the honourable gentle. Vith: 
man that the law was as had been ſtated. This he mentioned unde f 
fave him the trouble of looking where ke might find it. poore 
The committee went through the bill, and then adjourned, uy 
The Houſe having received the report of the committee of the — 
whole Houſe on the poſt- office bill, the Speaker toſe to put the N we n 
queſtion, that the bill be engroiled, very 


Sir Henzavy HarTsSTONGE objected to that clauſe of the bil 
which enacts, that members of parliament, in order to make thei 

letters paſs free, ſball write the whole ſuperſcription thereof, 
© with the date, in words at length, and alſo the name of the 
place at which ſuch letter ſhall be put into the poſi-office, 


Mr. Jon d Worre ſaid this was different from the poſt-office 
regulation of Englard, (a cry, no, no, no) however, it was act 
neceſſary to taiſe the revenue, as England had been obliged ti 
do, nor was it juſtifiable in miniſters to deprive members of pu. 
lament of almoſt the only privilege they enjoy. The rates d 
poitage, he ſaid, were greater than in England, and our con- | 
merce and riches bore no proportion to hers z but no regard wu forn 
to be paid to our commerce, no regard to the interruption it mult dale 
receive by having the communication by poſt ſs heavily burdencd. dt 
He ſaid he hoped parliament would have ſpirit enough to pa) — 
ſome regard to their own privileges; if not, he muſt entreat tix "= 
Engliſh gentleman ſent over hete as miniſter, that he would nt Wi.” 


DO Cl 
will 
Cver 
ful, 
ning 
hollc 


take them all away. - 
Mr. W. B. Ponsowy ſaid it was not to take away, butts Wil ge 


guard the privileges of members of parliament, that the claulc 
had been inſerted z to guard them from that abuſe about wiw 


5 gentlemen ſeemed ſo indifferent; and as to a diſpoſition in govern- 
ien nent to embarraſs the commerce of the country, by rendering the 
Lom communication by poſt difficult, they had manifeſted the direct 
M contrary 3 for fince we were in poſſeſſion of an Iriſh pot-office, 
were BW ſeveral croſs-poſts had been inſtituted, which before had no exi- 
en WW tence; and it was the firm reſolution of the gentlemen at the 
1% bead of the poſt- office department to extend the poſts to every 
part of the kingdom where they could poſſibly prove a conve- 
the nience. 


Sir ED WAR D CMO To ſaid he thought the clauſe a moſt ex- 
ceptionable one, and wiſued to have the bill printed. 


n the Mr. Hayes faid he could not fee the propriety of printing a 
hin which had gone through a committee without oppoſition, 

bearl nie thought the proper time for printing was before a bill was com- 

arne WW mitted, that every member might read and conſider its clauſes, 


Mr. Cox oLUY.— The preſent clauſe will, I find, be attended 
entle. with additional trouble to che members, and injury to the people; 
ned to ind for what? To increaſe the taxes on the people, and that the 

poorer ſort too. Laſt ſeſſion you laid on new taxes which were 


1 computed to 140, oool. a year, but I hear they have been more 
produtivez it was then propoſed and promiſed, that govern- 
of the nent ſhould live within the revenue of the nation; but what are 
ut the we now doing? We are running a race with England, She is 
very deeply in debt, and is obliged to tax high. Are we to have 
e bil WY no economy, are we to laviſh the money of the kingdom at the 
» their vil of an extravagant adminiſtration? Freſh penſions are coming 
jerecl, der from England almoſt every day. Our penſion liſt is ſhame- 
of the WH fil, for it is much longer than that of England, and we are run- 

ning a race with her in taxation; but in penſions we beat h 

1 hollow. | | 
as ol Mr. Tak Nc expreſſed his wiſh to alleviate every burden of 
ged to the poor, and could his voice transfer thoſe oppreſlions on their 
of pu. beuers, he would freely give it. He faid there were many 
tes of WY fiuds which it was neceſſary to guard againſt ; that he conſider- 
com- ed the arrangement propoſed, as a productive regulation of a 
-d un former tax. That gentlemen wiſhed to make adminiſtration re- 
ic mut Lalate their expenditure to their income, yet every perſon wiſh- 
dened. d to pick out ſome of the foundation of finance, as it ſuited their 
o pay WI © <5, as advertifements, infurance?, and new poſt- duties. Re 
-2t the AY tated, that if the thackles now offered had been laid on in a 
1d not former period, many national grants that had been a national 
honour, could not have been effectuated. That a great, an 
__ ample, and an honourable mark of national gratitude, to a 
hk great, an honeſt, and an honourable individual that an effort 


which bo protect the memory of an ever lamented and revered character, 
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from the clamour of creditors, and his poſterity from emharn. 
ment that a proviſion for the former predeceſſor of the Speaker 
chair—all theſe might have been ineffectual, if this ſtriftneſy hat 
been eftabliſhed. He ſaid there were ſome ſituations in which 
he would ever wich adminiſtration to have latitude. If the 
corroding hand of many centuries had undermined the ef. 
blitkments of the ancient hereditary dignities of the realm, he 
would tax the laſt ſhilling he was worth to ſupport ſo venerable 
and reſpeQable a fabric. If additional duty required additions 
emolument, he would chearfully accede to it—the individu 
Who gives up to the public his application, his abilities, his time, 
and the fruits of an early and liberal education, if he would ad 
the ingredient common honeſty, the ſtate would be more heneftte 
than the individual. But if there were penſioned individuals in 
the Houfe, whole abilities were not applied to public ſervices 
who, not contented with receiving the benevolence of their 
ſovereign in the vale of privacy, fiart forward as' repreſentative 
cf the people, they ſeemed objects of compaſſion in the opinion 
of the public, and their own feelings were ample puniſhment. 

He then alluded to the ſinecure places mentioned in a forme 
debate by Mr. Forbes, and remarked that thoſe eſtabliſhment 
were not formed under the preſent adminiſtration—Tkhe potſeſſon 
of them had been long in office; the combination of the firſt and 
laſt employments of a ſtate, in the ſame perſon was, he faid, 
fingular—but the example was hurtful. 

He then reverted to the general queſtion, and on the ground 
of ſuch regulations preventing new taxes, and yet affording the 
neceſſary tupphes to government, he was for having the bi 
engroſſed. 


The bill was ordered to be engroſſed. 


— 


SiTURDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 1786. 


A petition of the ſovereign, free burgeſſes, merchants, traden, 
dealers and inhabitants of the town of New Roſs, in the county 
of Wexford, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting fort 
that the {aid town of New Roſs being an ancient ſea-port town, 
ſurrounded by a wall, in conſideration of the zeal and chearful- 
neſs of the inhabitants thereof in preſerving, AY and pro- 
iecting the Engliſh from the depredations of the native Iriſh, ſer 
ral charters were granted by many of the kings of England to tie 
faid town of New Roſs, whereby great and extenſive privileges 
and immunities were given, equal to the city of Waterford, d 


any other of the corporate towns of this kingdom, and partic- 
larly ſuch as reſpected trade, no town being more happily fiw 
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ated for carrying on the ſame; that the ſaid town of New Roſs 
« ſituate within one mile of the conflux of the rivers Barrow and 
Note, where, uniting, they paſs by the ſaid town, and are dif- 
charged into the ſea about ten miles from the ſaid town, where 
veſſels of five hundred tons burden can come up to her quays 
from the ſea in one tide, the river from the faid town thereta 
being deep, ſecure and ſafe, and therein much fuperior to that 
of the city of Waterford ; that by means of the rivers Barrow 
and Nore a ſecure and deep carriage is had for carrying the goods 
and commodities of all nations from the ſaid town cf New Rois 
to the counties of Kilkenny, Carlow, King ard Queen's Coun- 
ties, and alſo the commodities of the ſaid counties to the ſaid 
town of New Roſs for exportation; that encouraged by the late 
extenſion of our trade, and the promiſing advantages that may ariſe 
to the ſaid town from the works carrying on by the navigatioa 
board, ſome conſiderable merchants have lately ſettled there, and 
have expended large ſums of money in building of ſtores, and in 
purchaſing veſſels of large burden; and they, and many of the 
inhabitants of ſaid town have lately entered into companies, and 
pre: carry on a very extenſive trade, inſomuch that the duties amount- 
nents ed in the laſt year (1785) to the ſum of 47581. 158. 25d. which 
eſſon vas mere than the duties amounted to for the nine years imme- 
tan dately preceding the ſaid year (1785); that by an act of parlia- 
fad, ment patſed in the twenty-fiſth year of his preſent Majeſty, en- 

titled * An act for regulating and extending the tobaceo trade,“ 
-ount WY the ſaid town of New Roſs is precluded the benefit of importing 
z the RY tobacco, to the great detriment and diſadvantage of the impor- 
e bil ders, merchants and dealers of the faid town; that a veſſel belong- 

ing to Meſſrs. George and Thomas Kough, of ſaid town, mer- 

chants, having lately arrived from America with tobacco in the 

lad river, the ſaid Meſſrs. Kough applied to the commiſſioners 

of the revenue for leave to enter and land the ſame at the faid port 

of Roſs, but the board refuſed the ſame, and the ſaid veſſel and 

tobacco were ſent by the ſaid Meſſrs. Kough to France, whereby 

a ſum of 2000l. was loſt to his Majeſty's revenue; that large 
aden, orders were ſent by the merchants of ſaid town to America for 
-ounty tobacco, but have lately been countermanded, on account of the 
prohibition in the faid act mentioned, to the great diminution of 
bis Majeſty's revenue; that from the natural advantageous fitua- 


town, 

.arful- don of the ſaid town of New Roſs, which providence has been 
1 pro- ¶ pleated to beſtow in extenſive navigable rivers, and the richneſs 
ſexs of the counties ad joining thereto for ſo great an extent, whereby 
to the dle molt extenſive trade can be carried on to and from all parts of 


de globe, with ſuch facility and ſafety 3 and therefore praying 
that the riſing trade of the ſaid town of Ros will meet with en- 
couragement and protection from this Houle, rather than any 
dininution thereof, and be put upon the ſame footing of the other 
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ſea-port towns of this kingdom; and that the clauſe in the fit 
act, by which the ſaid town is prohibited from importing tobacco, 


may be done away, by ſuch means and in ſuch manner as thi 
Houſe ſhall think fit. 


On the Speaker's riſing to put the queſtion, that the poſt-ofice 
bill do now pals, 


Mr. Wor.re contended that the clauſe obliging members u 
ſuperſcribe their letters with the date in words at length, and al 
the name of the poſt-town where put in, was an infringement dt 
their privilege. He urged that it might be difficult to fatisfy th 

poſt- office that they were actually in the poſt-town ſuperſciibel 
at the time their letters would be put into the office, and though 
from the extreme attention and obliging diſpoſition of the gentle. 
men who now conduct the poſt- office there was every reaſon v 
ſpeak highly of them, yet he thought it an undignified ſituation 
for members of parliament to be at the diſcretion of public off 
cers; and therefore he defired to know what kind of evidence 
would be deemed ſufficient that members had complied with the 
law in the article of franking. He alſo ſaid that the clauſe wa 
an infringement on the privileges of the peers, who, if they had 
— ſpirit, would feel the indignity, and reject the bill with 
corn. 5 | 


The Ar rox N EY GENERAL ſaid it was to preſerve the pri. 
leges of members of parliament ſacred to their own uſe that the 
clauſe was inſerted. As to the poſt-office, he would add nothing 
to what had been ſaid of its management, gentlemen having had 
the candour and liberality to do that juſtice; but he informed the 
honourable gentleman who deſired to know what evidence would 
be ſufficient, that a member's certificate always had and would be 
deemed ſufhcient. As to what an honourable gentleman had ſaid 
concerning the clauſe being an infringement on the privileges ol 
peers, he was ſurpriſed to find the honourable gentleman forget 
that this was a money bill; and though he had infinite teſped 
for their lordſhi ps, yet it could not fo far outweigh his reipe tot 
the people, whom the Houſe of Commons repreſented, as t0 
admit for a moment that their lordibips had a right to interfere 
with a money bill. 


| LordLurTrTzeLL ſtrongly inſiſted that the payment of poſtage 


could not be conſidered as a tax—it was merely payment for 1 
tervice performed, and the ſmalleſt payment for ſo much ſervice 
that could poſſibly be imagined, A letter from the remoteſt pin 
of the kingdom, perhaps near two hundred miles, coſt but four 
pence, yet no gentleman would ſend one by a perter the length o 
a ſtreet without paying him ſixpence. 
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As to the privilege of parliament, it was, he faid, a ſpecial 
er mption from a general rule made in favour of thoſe whole let- 
ters were ſuppoſed to be on public affairs—To preſerve this pri- 
vilege inviolate was the intention of the clauſe, and therefore he 
concurred in it. 


Mr. ConoLL x faid it ſhould never weigh with him as an argu- 
ment, that the Engliſh Houſe of Commons had adopted this or 
that mode of acting— That Houſe had followed one miniſter 
through the American war, which had diſmembered the empire 
of the greateſt part of its weſtern poſſeſſions, and loaded old Eng- 
land with an intolerable debt. They had followed another miniſ- 
ter through an India bill, which offered fair to cut off our poſ- 
ſelliens in the eaſt; and a third through a ſcheme of commercial 
regulation, which the virtue of Iriſhmen withſtood. He would 
not, therefore, allow any weight to the example of the Engliſh 
Houſe of Commons. They had been ſo long in the habit of fol- 
lowing what was wrong, that he would not follow them. 


Sir NicyoLas LawLEss, in reply to Mr. Conolly, ſaid he 
azreed with the right honourable gentleman ſo far, that he would 
not follow a practice merely becauſe it was the practice of Eng- 
land, but whenever England ſet the example of good ſenſe and 
propriety, as in the preſent caſe, he would be proud to follow 
her, The precaution now inſiſted on was a neceſſaty guard 
out the abuſe of privilege, and therefore it had his appro- 
ation. 


Mr. Baooxe (of Donegal) ſaid he approved of the clauſe as a 
neceffary ſecurity againſt the abuſe of privilege. 


Mr. CuaTTER TON ſaid he thought the abuſe of the privilege 
molt ſhameful, He had heard that one member's franks had 
amounted to between two and three thouſand pounds a year; 
which, ſuppoſing the member never to do any thing but write 
tanks, could not be genuine. His own hand had been counter- 
feited to a monſtrous degree on his leaving a city in which he 
bad ſome connections [Cork.] He had left among his friends, 
ranks, perhaps to the number of thirty, but what was his ſur= 
pile, three weeks after, to receive from the ſecretary of the poſt= 
ofice a letter couched in terms of infinite propriety and reſpect, 
out informing him that the whole mail of that day (the day of 
the ſecretary's writing) from the city alluded to, in ſome hundreds 
of letters, contained nothing but his franks, except about four- 
teen, This, he hoped, would convince gentlemen of the neceſ- 
ſty of reſtriction; it had convinced him. He now could not 
blame the clerks in the poſt- office if by accident they now and 
taen charged a genuine frank. | 


Vor. VI. N 


l 
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Mr. Wort moved tolexpunge ſo much of the clauſe as obliged 
to {uperſcribe the poſt-town. 


Upon a diviſion there appeared, 
For expunging it, — 41 


Againſt it, — 100 


The Speaker again role to put the queſtion, that the bill dg 8 
paſs. St. 

Mr. Corky deſired leave to make ſome obſervations on a prac- \ 
tice which exiſted in the poſt-office, reſpe Aing letters directed tlen 
from beyond ſeas to members of parliament in this country. He tain 
laid that he did not intend what he bad to urge as a con- pott 
plaint againit the gentlemen of the poſt-office; they deſerved the \ 
higheſt praiſe. That oſſice he would recommend as a pattern and BY, 
model to the other public offices of the kingdom. The gentle 10 | 
men had probably found the practice exiſting when they entered 4 
into it, and therefore could not alter it without the authority of I 
parliament, The practice complained of was, that when a let- T 


ter (ſuppoſe from London to Cork) arrived here, the office in- 
mediately ſcratched out the fix pence Engliſh charge, and charged 
it with ten pence; that is toſay, they charged the member with 
four-pence for conveying his letter through this land, whereas, 
in his opinion, the act of parliament (which he read) made all 
letters of members of the Irich parliament paſs free through this A 
realm. 


The ATTornry GENERAL expounded the act differently, , 
and ſupported his opinion with the conſtant practice both in Eng- of the 
land and Ireland, which he affirmed to be the ſame. If the ho- injure 
nourable gentleman, ſaid he, would recur to the origin of privi- lia th. 
lege, he would {ee that the ſame reaſons did not apply for making ties 3 
foreign and domettic letters equally free, It was neceſſary that WW mtur- 
members of parliament in the Commons Houſe ſhould maintain ge fu 
a conſtant intercourſe and communication with their conſtituent; upon 
ſo as to learn every circumſtance relative to the country, which N f:rdeg 
might ariſe during their attendance in parliament, and it would Ned in 
be bard to oblige the repreſentative to pay for maintaining this tte pe 
domeſtic correſpondence, for the public benefit, out of his private export 
pocket. But no ſuch reaſon exiſted for making his foreign co- Wand re; 
retpondence free. It was not from abroad that he was to lem by pro 
the ſentiments of his conſtituents, or the wants or intereſts of bi let; a 
own country; and therefore, as to foreign correſpondence, be ln eve; 


Was on a level with the reſt of his fellow-tubjcQs. in that 
Mr. Ox r faid he apprehended there could be no doubt of the e pr 
conſtruction of the act, and as a proof, in addition to what had b ſhoul 
been urged, he obſerved, that no member of parliament in lie- — 

fender! 


land had ever thought himtelf privileged, if writing from any place 


in the Country to a perſon beyond lea, to frank his letter 10 14 . ende 


d tor t 


» 105 


on its way as Dublin. In England, ſaid he, the act is underſtood 
preciſely in the ſame way the privilege exempts only ſuch let- 
ters as paſs to and from members of parliament within the realm, 
but it is not extended to their foreign correſpondence. 


Sir EDHwarD CrorTON ſaid he had himſelf franked letters to 
St. James's. | 


Mr. OxDE faid he could not doubt what the honourable gen- 


tleman afſerted as to his franking letters to London, but he enter- 
He tained ſome doubts that they might not have paſſed free of 


m- pottage. 


Lie Mr. Coax moved an amendment to the bill, © to exempt 
and perſons while entitled to parliamentary privilege from all expence 
4 of poſtage ariſing within the kingdom.“ 

1 It paſſed in the negative without a diviſion, 


lete The queſtion was then put on the poſt-office bill, and it paſſed. 


rzed 

with 

* Mo xd DAV. Fesrxuary 20, 1786. 

15 A petition of the farmers of the county of Kildare, was preſent- 


ed to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that by a law paſſed in 

the year 1752 the export bounty upon corn was withdrawn from 
ntly, the port of Dublin, which it had until then ſhared with the reſt 
Eng- Wi of the kingdom ; that the petitioners have been thereby materially 
injured, corn being a principal produce of their lands, and Dub- 
lin their only market for that commodity z that the inland boun- 
ties at preſent 8 upon all corn brought to that city, the 
natural advantages of its ſituation, and the fear of diminiſhing 
tie ſupply of its inhabitants by export, are the principal arguments 
upon which, as the petitioners are informed, that meaſure is de- 


intaia 
nente, 


which fended, but which the petitioners humbly conceive are not found- 
would Nea in truth, and which they feel are not founded in juſtice z that 
4 this he petitioners conceive all bounty upon corn, whether inland or 
-_ export, is granted upon the principle of promoting agriculture, 
n col- 


and rendering this kingdom, as far as may be, a tillage country, 
by providing a certain, ſteady, and virtually, a contiguous mar- 
ket; and the petitioners do not perceive why that principle, which 
n every other port in the kingdum has been found good, ſhould 
in that of Dublin be deſerted, and while the legiſlature takes care, 


Team 
of hi 
ce, be 


of the WF © prodigious expence, to provide a market for the kingdom, 
at hal {WW Gould adopt a meaſure, the very tendency of which is to di- 
in le- uni the demand, and by not taking off the redundance, to 
y place fender that market fluctuating which it has coſt the nation ſo much 


r {0 fur i? Ender ſteady 3 that if Dublin be particularly well circumſtane- 
tor the export of corn, of _ the export bounty from thence 
2 


— 
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would advance the ohjeQ of the law, but while it is deprived d 
that, fifty miles of the coaſt contiguous to the beſt tillage lang 
of the kingdore are excluded from export bounty, and that by: 
law the avowed principle of which is to encourage the growth 
of corn, and the excluding theſ2 counties from export bounty 
virtually operates towards turning them to paſturage, while the 
avowed intention 15 to turn them to tillage z that the petitioner 


feel themſelves peculiarly aggrieved by this meaſure, previous u 


the inland bounties their ſituation gave them the excluſive ad: at- 
tages of the market of the capital, the legiſlature thought it for 
the general good to bring all the ret of Ireland to that market, 
the petitioners yielded their particular intereſt to that of the con- 
munity without complaint, and chearfully paid their proportion 
(and that no inconſiderable one) of the expence, though it wa 
to purchaſe rivals againſt themſelves in what might be, until then, 
conſidered as their own market, but now thoſe very bountia 
furniſh arguments for depriving them of an advantage held out 
to every other part of Ireland contiguous to the coaſt, and thu 
what they have already ſuffered is made an argument for furthe 
injuries, and with uncommon ſeverity they are compelled to pa 
for thoſe very injuries, and to contribute to bounties which they 
are forbidden to ſhare; that the petitioners conceive that the 
manifeſt operation of an export bounty is to encreaſe not to dini 
niſh the fupply of the market, and therefore ſuch a meaſure mul 
be beneficial to the market of Dublin, and if it can be injuriou 
there it muſt be ſo in every other part of the kingdom; that the 


| petitioners do not by any means propoſe that thoſe perſons who 


receive the inland bounty ſhould be entitled to the export, nor wi! 
verſa; but they humbly ſubmit to the Houſe that a commutation 
of the inland for the export bounty, in the option of the owe 
of the corn, under proper regulations and reſtrictions, would pre 
vent all the injuries they now complain of, and would manifelly 


tend to promote the encreaſe of agriculture and induſtry thioug- 


out the kingdom; ard therefore praying relief. 


A petition of William Wadſworth, of Celbridge, Iriſh woot 
hat manufacturer, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting 
forth that petitioner in the year 1979 ſet up a manufaQure d 
Iriſh wood hats in the town of Celbridge, and county of Dublin, 
and was the firſt perſon who ever attempted ſuch a manufactun 
in Ireland, which, when in its infancy, was, on account of it 
merit, patronized by perſons of the firſt diſtinction in this kingdom 
that petitioner, on account of his narrow circumſtances, was nd 
able to manufacture hats to any conſiderable amount for the fi 
year or two after his commencement in ſaid buſineſs, but his {a 
manufacture gaining credit daily, and larger demands having bet 
made on him for his goods, he was enabled to extend the fant 
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{ that in the courſe of the laſt year he made and fold Iriſh wood 
bats to the amount of above gool. that petitioner has had appli- 
cition made to him from ſeveral Iriſh merchants, and likewiſe 
from foreign ones, to ſupply them with hats to a very conſiderable 
amount 3 and petitioner verily believes that ifhe had heen enabled 
to extend his manufacture ſo as to have had a ſufficient Cupply, 
he could readily have diſpoſed of upwards of 3000l. worth of 
hats more than he fold within the yer; that petitioner underſtands 
the importation of fereign chip hats has greatly decreaſed, owing 
to the ſuperior excellence of bis hats, which are at preſent in 
univerſal eſtimation, by which means conſiderable ſums of money 
are ſaved to this kingdom; that petitioner has greatly improved 
aready in ſaid manuſacture, and if enabled by this honourable 
Houſe to extend the ſa ne, by purchaſing more materials and em- 
ploying more hands, petitioner nas no doubt, by the excellence 
o his work, and by being able to ſupply the large demands on him 
for the ſame, the im portation of forcign chip hats would almoſt 
totally ceaſe; that petitioner was precluded from receiving any 
part of the bounty granted by this honoura's's Houle in the two 
hit ſeſtons of parliament, as there was no mention of the manu- 
fadure of chip or Iriſh wood hats in the act enabling the truſtees 
todiftribute the bountics; and therefors praying to include the 
ſud manufacture in the act for the diitribution of the bounties 
granted this ſeilion, ſo that petitioner may receiveſuch encourage- 
ment as to this Houſe ſhall ſeem meet. 


A petition of the corporation of tanners of the town and county 
of the town of Drogheda, on behalt of themſelves and all others 
the tanners and manufaCturers of leather in Ireland, was preſented 
to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the tannage and manu. 
facture of leather in this kingdom has of late years very greatly 
declined, and if not encouraged and protected by the Houle will 
be ſcon totally loſt to this kingdom, whereby not only the peti- 
tioners and thoſe concerned in that trade, will be reduc det) the 
necetiity of quitting the ſame, but alſo many other uſetul and 
necelſery branches of trade in which leather is worked up will be 
much injured, and the price of the many articles manufactured 
vich leather be greatly encreaſed ; that the petitioners with con- 
ern ſce chat the exportation of our raw materials to all foreign 
countiies, almoſt duty free, has greatly contributed to prevent 
tue tanniag and manufacture of leather in this kingdom, and has 
prevented the exportation of tanned leather from this country, 
to foreign markets, infomuch that the exportation thereof has 
decreaſed three parts out of four during the laſt ten years, com- 
pared with the ten years next preceding z that the petitioners beg 
ave to repreſent to the Houle that the ſcarcity and dearnets of 
dab bark in this kingdom is another cauſe of the great decline of 
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their manufacture, the price whereof has very greatly encreaſed 
theſe ſome years paſt, and prevented the petitioners from hin 
able to procure a ſufficient quantity thereof for the tanning of 
their raw materials, on ſuch terms as to enable the petitioners and 
thoſe of the tanning trade to manufacture their goods either for 
conſumption at honie, or to ſend them to foreign markets, on 
equal terms with other countries z that the petitioners, from the 
ſcarcity and dearneſs of oak bark in the year 1785, were in great 
danger of being reduced to extreme difficulties and diſtreſs, and 
that had it not been for the coidneſs of the ſeaſon the raw mate- 
rials then on the petitioner? hands would have periſhed, the peti- 
tioners not being able to procure on any terms oak bark for ſavirg 
the ſome ; that the petitioners apprehend that the tannage and 
manufacture of leather in this country may, under proper encou- 
ragement, become a branch ef buſineſs of great conſequence io 
Iteland in general, as weil as to the petitioners, who have em- 
barked their entire ſubſtance therein, and ſpent their lives in the 
purſuit and improvement there«f; that the petitioners apprehend 
and believe that if an additional duty be laid upon the expurts- 
tion of raw materials fron: this into foreign countries, anda bounty 
granted on the importation of oak bark into this kingdom from 
America, the Eait Country, Germany, or other parts of the 
continent of Europe from whence that article may be procured 
annually in any quantits, for the ſupply of Iriſh tannage, toge- 
ther with a bounty on the exportation of manufactured leather, 
will alliſt our export of tanned leather, enable us to manufacture 
our raw materiais, prevent foreigners having a ſupply of that ſon 
of leather fit tor their uſe, make Ireland the mart for ſaid good, 
and necetlitat© foreigners to apply to us for our materials when 
manufactured, as the green commodity they bring from hence 13 
by far ſuperior to any they can ſupply themſelves with from 
other markets; that the petitioners apprehend and believe they 
would be able to regain from foreign nations this branch of trade, 
if the Houle thall be plcafed to take their caſe into conſideration; 
and therefore praying the Houſe to allow them to be heard by 
countel in ſupport of the allegations of their petition, and to 
grant them relief, 5 


Mr. FoxBzs moved for leave to bring in a bill to prevent per- 
ſons holding places or penſions under the crown trom fitting t 
voting in the Houie of Commons, 


The CranceiLox or Tue Echo declared, thit 
though he did not mean at this time to deliver his ſentiments on 
the bill, yet as the Houſe was thin, and the order of the dei 
fraught with much neceſſary buſineſs of a nature that could not 
well be deferred, he wiſhed the honourable gentleman had not 
made his motion, as he found himſelf neceſſitated at preſent do 


make one to ſuperſede it, by calling for the order of the day. 
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Sir Joux BUA UHR declared his approbation of the prin 
ciple of any bill which tended to reſtrain the undue influence of 
the crown in that Honſe, if any ſuch exiſted ; but for the reaſons 
given by his right honourable friend, he thought it better if che 
motion for bringing in the bill was poſtponed, 


Mr. For nes ſaid he by no means would preſs his motion this 
day, ſince gentlemen were of opinion it would retard the hufinets 


of the nation, bv bringing on a debate; and therefore he would 
defer it till Wedneſdav, 


The Houſe reſolve! itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, 
on the bill for encouraging tae tobacco trade, bv allowing impor- 
ters to bond the duty, &c. &c. Vir. Maſon in the chair. 


This bill prolihits the importation of tobacco into any part of 
Ireland except tlie following, viz. Dublin, Wexford, Waterford, 
Cork, L:merick, Galway, Londonderry, Belfaſt, Newry, Dun- 
dalks, and Drogheda, In thoſe ports it may be warehouſed, and 
bonds given or money paid for tae duty, which bonds or money 
are taken up on re- exportation. 


Mr. Tor Tru moved that the port of New Roſs ſhould be 
added to the privileged ports. 


Sir FREDta1Ick FLOOD defired that the petition from the mer- 
chants and inhabitants of that town might be read; which being 
done, he ſaid the happy ſituation of that rown for trade, its ex- 
cellent port and riting commerce, were ſuch as peculiarly 
demanded the attention oi parliament z and unlels ſome very 
great reaſons to the contrary, winch hiy not come to his know- 
ledze, exiſted, he could not doubt but the Houſe would grant the 
petitioners praver, to be put on the {ame fouting in the tobacco 
trade with Dublin and the ten other privileged ports. One great 
object of the free trade granted to alis Majeity's ſubjects of Ire- 
land was the improvement ot commerce in every port Capalle of 
ſuch improvement, and if the Houle ſhould refirain a pl-ce fo well 
fituated as New Roſs, ther did info mich counteract the intenti- 
on of the free trade.— He beitowed the higheſt praiſe on the inha- 
bitants of that town, whote indultry, integrity, and peaceable 
deportment might be held up as a pattern for 1mitation. Such peo- 
ple ought to be encouraged ; Whereas by excluding them irom the 
benefic they now tought, a tacit imputation was in;plied that they 
were not to be truſted with ſuch advan ages. I his indeed might 
be juſt if any charge of ſmuggling had been brought againſt them, 
but he was bold to ſay that was not tle caſe ; and for the truth of 
his aſſertion appealed to the right honourable gentleman at the 
head of the revenuc, He ſtated the duties paid at New Ros for 
lome years antecedent to the reſtriction, to ſhew by their tiſing 
tuat the trade of that town was incteaſing. He alſo obſerved 
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that the reſtriè ion had been of infinite prejudice not only to the 
fair trader, hut alſo to his Majeſty's revenue. In the courſe of laſt 
year a ſhip had arrived at New Roſs with tobacco; the merchants 
applied for a licenſe to land it, but were tefuſed; upon which the 
veſſel failed for France, where it was fold, though had it been ad- 
mitted to an entry, the duty would have amounted to 2009], 
He urged the neceſſity of parliament paving peculiar attention to 
a town whoſe inhabitants had ever paid the moſt dutiful attention 
to the laws, and who were as remarkable for integrity as induſtry 
and concluded with paying a compliment to Mr. Tottenham, the 
proprietor of the town of New Roſs, whoſe influence and exam- 
ple had ſo much contributed to the excellent conduct of the inha- 
bitants. | 


Sir Francis Hurchi xs ſaid that he lamented that a bill, 
whoſe title was for extending the tobacco trade, ſhould in fact con- 
fine it to eleven ports, and exclude the port of New Roſs which 
was ſo well entitled to that privilege, as it could admit veſſets of 
vod tons burden, and had fifty (1ps belonging to it. That the 
reaſon alleged (in the limiting clauſe) for excluding all ports ex- 
cept the eleven favoured ones, iz. their not having a ſufficient 
number of revenue officers, certainly milit:ted more ſtrongly againſt 
Dundalk, which had fewer than Roſs. That the exports of Roſs 
in the laſt year tharwas returned to parliament, were more than 
double in value to thoſe of Dundalk. He could not admit the te- 
exportation of the tobacco to Holland as a proof of the quantity of 
the importation, as the carrying trade alone was a very important 
object; and he aflerted that it would be very advantageuus 
to Ireland if all the tobacco imported by Holland were to be land- 
ed at the Iriſn ports in its way. | 


Mr. Bexesrord faid he always found pain in riſing to oppoſe 
the wiſhes of gentlemen in that Houſe, particularly any with of 
his honourable friend, [Mr. Tottenham] the proprietor of New 
Roſs ; but he hoped his oppoſition would be conſidered as fiow- 
ing from him in his official capacity, for nothing hut a conviction 
that he was acting for the public welfare could enable him to 
refuſe any requeſt of his honourable friend. The tobacco act, he 
obſerved, was a new law in this country it began with our free 
trade, and was Copied from a law cf England at the time that we 
agreed to pay the ſame duties which England pays on colony pro- 
duce, Now, ſaid he, tobacco being an article on which a very 
high duty is laid, it had been thought proper, both in England 
and Ireland, to guard as much as poſſible againſt the ſmuggling of 
It, for which reaſon the number of ports where it may be entered 
in Great Britain has been limited to even, and in Ireland to eleven; 
and, comparing the latter with the former country, it cannot be 


thought that too {mall a number has been allowed to her, Cet- 
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ninly the port of New Roſs labours under no peculiar hardſhip ; 
it is not ſurely ſo great a town as Cheſter, Exeter, and many 
athers in England that do not enjoy the pr vilege for which it 
contends 3 belides it is within a very ſhort ſpace of the great port 
of Varerford, by which it can be cafily tu 5pited, 

The honourable gentieman, continued he, has mentioned the 
quanti.ie* of tobacco 1mported Int c Kals as à proof that it is 
of conſeq ence to the revenue. I ſhall tate the matter to the 
comaittec:— On the 25th of April, 1-55, were imported into 
N Roſs fortv-one hogſheads of tobucco, welghing 40,952 
pounds. The very next day thirty - nino hogihcads were re- 
exported to Kotteru m. The ſame day four hogſheads were im- 
ported, thre- of which were re-expoited to Rotterdam. Soon 
iter thirty hogſlicads more were imported, which were exported 
to Newfoundland, though directly in the teeth of the laws of that 
colony; for thoſe laws do not allow us to export to that colony 
but under the ſame reſtrictions and regulations which Great Britain 
has impoſed on herſelf. Now all this tobacco drew back the de- 
benture, and whether it went to Rotterdam or Newfoundland, or 
was ſmuzzled back again, it is impolible for me to tell; but cet- 
tain it is that the duty of three hogſheads only remained to the re- 
venue of the nation. We ſhould, indeed, have been able to give a 
better account of this tobacco if we had known of it at the time 
ef the tranſaGion, for we generally take care to {ce any that is re- 
exported ſafe off the coaſt. However, I cannot help congratulat- 
ing the town of New Roſs on having become the carrier for Rot- 
terdam, which was wont to become the carrier of Europe. 

The honourable gentleman has ſaid that we refuſed to grant a 
licenſe to a ſhip to land tobacco, the duty on which would have 
anounted to 2000l. and that it was af et wurds fert to France, It 
was pity they forgot their correipo- dents at Rotterdam. But 
there was one good reaton why the licenſe was refuicd, which 
was, that the commithoners were not warranted by law to grant it 
however there was no occaſion to have Carried the tobacco 
to France, as Waterford was wichin two hours fail it they had 
cholen to land it there. 


Mr. O pr ſaid he had as accurately as he was able informed 
dimſelf on the ſubject. The regulation was only changed from 
one bill into another. He agreed with Sir Frederic: Flood, that 
It ttaud was to be prevented by the adoption, Rots had a right to 
de mentioned in the bill. The revenue of this country, taid he, 
Utters much at preſent from what it formerly was. A great public 
ground certainly merited preference, but Rois was not ſuch 
opening every port town was not ſerving commerce, We ought 
lo copy England, and on looking round the kingdom, that port 
Which would trade the moſt extenſively ought to be preferred ; it 
Vas by that rule that Waterford was preferred to Roſs laſt year, 
ad ſhould now be followed, 
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The CyanceLLor or Thr Excurquen ſaid he thought | 
his duty to do the utmoſt for the revenue, and he would ſo. Hs 
never knew the honourable gentleman attached to local prefe. 
rences. Fair trade was always injured by ſuch partiality ; ang if 
the exigencies of the (tate required high duties on commoditie, 
they mult be laid high, and the Dublin importers ought to be eq. 
couraged as far as poiſible. 


Mr. Cox faid it appeared to him that the revenue could be 
beſt promoted by lowering the duties; and if ſuch a wide meaſure 
was adopted it would put a moſt effectual ſtop to ſmuggling. H 
deplored that it was the misfortune of Ireland to copy Englnd tog 
ſcrupulouſly in all things reſpecting the railing of the revenues, but 
in no other reſpects; but he truſted that we would act from our- 
telves, and nut hold up the ſiſter kingdom as a ſtandard to folloy 
on all occaſions. 


Sir Fa rDT Ick FLOOD roſe to explain; he ſaid he found t 
incumbent on him. None in the Houſe did he more eſteem than 
the right honourable commiſſioner z but his amiable partidlity 
(amiable he would call it) for Waterford was extra-oficial, 


Several other ports were propoſed by different gentlemen to be 
included in the advantages of importing tobacco, but were nega- 
tived without a diviſion. 


At length the queſtion was put on the original motion for New 
Roſs, when there appeared 


—_—  - 9 


Mr. Kearney role to move for Kinſale and Bandon ; the bert 
and tobacco trade proved the importance of theſe ports, and there 
was a lels probability of ſmuggling there than in many other places 
mentioned. The reſolutions of the Kinlale merchants, againt 
ſmuggling, appeared in the public papers ſome time ago. Gene 
tlemen might talk away. He wiſhed for a reaſon, but every 
thing was carried without reaton. 


The queſtion being put whether Kinſale ſhould be inſerted, 
there appeared 
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yen + - "a4 Noes ©» 0 

Mr. MoxTGomery (of Donegal) ſaid it was a maxim, indeed 
an axiom in commerce, that every creek and harbour in a nation 
ought to be made as free and open to trade as poſſible; and there 
was but one reaton why every place in the kingdom, at which a 
veſſel might load or diſcharge, was not made a port—that was the 
expence.— He, upon this principle, and knowing how much the 
advantage would exceed the expence, intended to bring in a vill for 


opening the port of Ballyraine, He had obſerved, he faid, thi 
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ic the courſe of the preſent ſeſſion the example of England had 
frequently been quoted, ard that gentlemen allowed it weight juſt 
ſo much as Hi ted the it preſent purpoſes. Sometimes England was 
to be followed in all things, ometimes in nothing; but he thought 
it unjuſt to fer up Englend as an example to Ireland at all. 
A country that has the fallin q fickneſs ought not to be compared to 
aland riſing in commerce and in conſequence. However, though 
England had cuffed and hutfered this nation fo much, '2: d treated 
her with, ſo much indignity, yet there was one part of her conduct 
in which we ouglit to 1mitace her, that was, ſhe ſut ered no teve- 
nue commiliiners, or revenue officer, to (it in hor parttoment g in 
zeland they rot only fat, but acted a+ miniſters, and ruled the 
land in the manner revenue officers zener:]ly do thete they Have in 
their power j hi» wever he gave notice that hte word ſpeedily move 
for a bill to i enable then fron: fitting v7 v ting in patliament. 


adi Mr. O pr. — aliow th t arguments drawn trum the practice of 
than WY another country ate of no force unle's {.:pported by reaton and cx 
alt perience; but I cannot fit ſtil] and hear the honoura le gentieman 


ſpeak of England as of a falling country. Gud furiid tl,at any 
man whu hears me could be weak or fooliſh enough to imagine that 
al If country could be riſin while England was falling. They 
er muſt riſe or fall together; and J can congratulate both that Eng- 
land is now rifing to zreater ſtrength than ever ſhe enjoyed before. 
New WW | fay 1 congratui:te both, becauſe as Ireland would inevitably 
lak with Brain, ſhe has now the happy proſpect of improving 
and flouriſhing with her. 


The hill being gone through in the committee, the report was 


bark ordered to be recci ved to-morrow. 
there 
laces The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExcHrQUEa pteſented a bill for 


ga granting the ſum of goool. to the incorporated ſociety for ſupport- 
Gere ing the proteſtant charter ſchools of this kingdom. a 
every A bill for granting the ſum of 5000l. to the Dublin Society, for 
the purpoſes therein mentioned. 
A bill for facilitating the trade and intercourſe between this 
ted, I lingdom and the United States of Anicrica, | 
A bill for grantiog to his Majeſty th duty therein mentioned, to 
be paid to the truſices of the Royal Exchange. 
A bill for granting the ſum of 5ecol. ro the governors of the 
ndeed BY Foundling Hoſpital and Work-houſe, for the purpoſes therein 
ation mentioned. | 


there A bill for granting the ſum of 1000l. te the governors of the 
nch Hibernian School, tor the ſupport of that charity. 

as the A bill for granting the ſum of 10001. to the Hibernian Marine 
þ the Society, towards ſupporting the ſaid charity. | 

ill for A bill for granting th: ſum of 3000l. to the Lord Chancellor 


, ch. 4nd Chief Judges, tor the purpolcs therein mentioned. 
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A bill for granting the ſum of 5000. to the board of firſt fruits, 
for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 

A bill for granting the ſum of £602al, to the corporation for the 
relief of the poor in the city of Dubin, 

A bill for granting the ſum of 4000l. to the truſtees of the Line 
Manufacture, for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 

Which were received and read the firſt time, 


— — 
—  ——— ——  — — y__ 


TutrsDay, FeBrUaRyY 21, 1786. 


A petition of the honourable Arthur Gore, commonly called 
Lord Sudley, Sir Annefley Stewart, Bart. Alexander Stewart, of 
Ards, and Samuel Hayes, of Drumboe Caſtle, in the county of 
Denegal, Efqrs. was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting 
forth that the petitioners obſerve, by the votes of the Houſe, that 
the ſum of 10,0001. is granted to certain truſtees therein named, to 

be by them, or any four of them, paid over for the encouragement 
of fiſheries on the coaſt of Donegal, in ſuch manner as ſhall be di. 
rected by parliament, ſo ſoon as a ſimilar ſum ſhall be raiſed 
by private ſubſcription to be expended in like manner, agreeable 
to a petition in this ſeſſion heretofore preferred to the Houſe ; that 
the petitioners beg leave to ſubmit to the conſideration of the 
Houſe that they have raifed a ſum of 10,000l. in the proportions 
following; that is to ſay, Lord Sudley 1500l. Sir Anneſley 
Stewart 2750l. Alexander Stewart, Eſqz 3e0ol. and Samuel 
Hayes, EIq; 2750l. to be applied to the encouragement of the 
fiſheries aforeſaid, purſuant to the intentions of the Houſe, er- 
preſſed in the ſaid vote; and therefore praying that the ſaid ſum 
of 10, ogol. fo voted as aforcſaid, may be paid over to the ſaid 
truſtees, to be apportioned among the petitioners, and to be by 
them reſpectively laid out and expended, together with their te- 
ſpective ſubſcriptions of the ſaid other ſum ot 10,0001. ſubjeR to 
ſuch or the like directions, and with the like reſtrictions and regu- 
lations as were preicribed by parliament in the laſt ſeſſion on a ſimi- 
lar grant for the ſame purpoles, or ſuhject to ſuch other regulations 
and refirictions as the Houſe ſhall direct, 


A petition of the exporting merchants of the city of Waterford, 
whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented to the 
Houte and read, ſetting forth that there is a very material diſpto- 
portion between the duty now paid on pork in caſks and bacon; a 
barrel of pork containing 200lbs. is ſubject to a duty of 18, bd. 
per barrel, while a fide of bacon, which often weighs as much, 
and ſeldom under 160ibs. only pays 14d. per fide, and is exporicd 
in its green unmanufactured ſtate ; that in conſequence of the ver) 
great diſptoportion in the duty between pork fhipped in caſks and 
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pork {hi ped under the denomination of bacon, a very great injury 
has aroſe not only to the revenue of the kingdom, but alſo ro the 
trade from hence to the Weſt Indies, and in particular to New- 
foundland, for which latter place the largeſt and fatteſt piggare te- 
quired, nearly all of which are now monopolized by two or three 
individual houſes in the bacon export, to the prejudice of trade 
at large, and in particular to the coopers, and many other uſeful 
members who are employed thereby; and therefore praying the 
Houſe to equalize the preſent duty in ſuch manner as will effec- 
tually put the export of both on an equal footing. 


The order of the iſt of February, for bringing in a bill to ere& 
2 ballaſt-office in the city of Dublin, and to enable certain perſons 
to cleanſe and improve the harbour, &c. &c. was diſcharged ; and 
leave given to bring in a bill for promoting the trade of Dublin, 
by rendering its port and harbour more commodious. 


Mr. GaxDi1NER moved for leave to bring in a bill to ere 
turnpikes on the different roads leading to Dublin. He ſaid the 
landholders in the county Dublin were now ſubjeC to a tax of one 
ſhilling and ſixpence per acre, in order to keep the roads in repair, 
nevertheleſs ſome of them were impaſſable, and that therefore the 
neceſſity of turnpikes, in aid to county preſentments, was obvious. 


Sir Fa EDK RICK FLoop.— Before | determine whether I ſhall 
conſent even to have this bill come under debate, I requeſt the 
right honourable gentleman will have the goodneſs to inform me 
whether this bill be the ſame in principle with thote which the 
Houſe has ſo frequently rejected? 


Mr. GaRDINER.— It is the ſame in ſubſtance and in principle 
with that which was offered to the Houſe laſt ſeſſion, with the dif- 
terence only that none of the money produced by the turnpikes is 
to be applied to the building of Iſland-bridge, and that the grand 
juries may ſtill preſent for roads though turnpikes ſhall be erected. 


Sir FxeDeRICK FLOOD.,— Then this bill is fimilar in principle 
and deſign to thoſe bills which have ſo often been rejected by this 
Houfe almoſt unanimouſly, and the right honourable gentlemen, 
notwithſtanding the ſenſe of the Houle ſo frequently declared 
upon this ſubject, thinks now, by perſeverance, to cram it down 
our throats at lat 3 but | truſt the wiſdom of this Houſe will never 
ſuffer ĩitſelf to be overcome by perſeverance, which, when im- 
properly continued, takes another name,—Sir, I could not have 
believed any man who ſhould have told me that the right honoura- 
ble member would again attempt to force this Hill upon us, and 
did I not actually now fee it in his hand I ſhould have ſuppoſed it 
had met the fate it well merited—that it had been burned by the 


common hangman, and that its aſhes never more would riſe 
do annoy us, b 
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It is pretended, Sir, that this bill is to improve the roads of g 
county of Dublin, by ercQing*turnpikes upon them; and j 
is {aid that ſome of thoſe roads are almoſt 151,5aJable, I am rey 
to admit, Sit, that the reads on which turn pi kes are erected wed. 
mot impaſſable, and therefore I think this Hill ſhould be called; 
bill for deſtroying the roads of the cou ty of Dublin; and as f 
will be a tax upon proviſions, it ſhould he f irther called a bill fy 
impeding agriculture, and famiſhing the ci ize Sof Dublin, 4 
bill for taxing the land—a bill for taxing health and every comfat 
of life—a bill to reſtrain perſonal liberty; fur if it were potlibl 
that pailtament ſhould ſuſter it to pals, a citizen who attends fü 
dais to his hufineſs will be taxed for r'ding out on Sund, 
to bathe p<crhaps in the ſea, or to refreſh himſelf with a mouth{d 
of pure air. 

Sir, in oppoſing the introduction of this bill I am not pleading 
the cauſe of the county of Wexford only, which ſends great 
quantities of proviſions to this city, but of every county, al, 
weſt, north and ſouth, that have any communication with the 
metropolis z but, above all, I am pleading for the citizens of Dub 
lin; fer thould this intercourſe with the country be obſtructed, 
they will either not be ſupplied with proviſions at all, or at ſo deat 
a a race that few will be able to purchate them. 

It was but this very ſeſſion that the right honourable gentleman 
himſelf introduced a very prope bill, enabling the grand jury to 
Tepair and keep in repair the roads of the county of Dublin; yet 
before the eitec of that bill is tried he brings in another to eted 
turnpikes, and deſtroy the roads; for every man knows that the 
effect of the turnpikes is to deſtroy the roads; and why ? becauſe 
the turnpike bills take the management of the ads from the grand 
Juries, the conſtitutional parliaments, as I may call them, of the 
counties, and place it in the hands of jobbers; who, to hide their 
- own peculation, and keep the country gentlemen in good tumour, 
apply part of the revenue, ariſing from a tax on poor farmers and 
carmen, to horſe-tacing.— Oh! there was a mighty pretty 
ſpoit ſuch a day !—good running—the ſod in nice order—rray 
where was the money, collected for that tifty pound plate? Hulk! 
huſh !—it was out of the turnpike fund. 

Sir, it the right honourable gentleman would act a part worthy 
himſelf he would iutroduce a bill to aboliſh turnpikes altogethet, 
as a nuiſance in the kingdom. I he county of 'l ipperary has {tt 
him the example. In that country, as indeed throughout the 
kingdom, they are found ſo deſtructive that a general repeal of tie 
laws relative toetheim would do honour to any gentieinan who 
ſhould undercake 1t. 

Gentlemen who are fond of citing the example of England upon 
all occaſions ſay, that the roads of that kingdom «re aol 
all made by curnpikcs.— Lhete is a very good reaſon for 1% 
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vhich, perhaps, theſe gentlemen do not know—the Engliſhgrand 


juries are not empowered to raiſe money for roads But does any 
man deny that the turnpikes are an intolerable burden in that 
country; or will any man fay that grand juries, the conſtituti- 
onal guardians of the counties, are not more to be depended on 
for a faithful, honeſt diſcharge of their duty, than any ſet of turn- 
pike trultees, even though they were to be appointed by the 
right honourable gentleman ? 

At preſent, Sir, | ſhall treſpaſs no longer on your time than juſt 
to obſerve that, ſhould the bill paſs, it may be ſaid hereafter let 
any man take up a meaſure, however unacceptable to the Iriſh 
dr, Houſe of Commons, let him but perfevere, no matter how often 
iris rejected, he may at laſt teize them into a compliance. 


Lord LuTTRELL,—Certainly, Sir, the right honourable gen- 
ding ueman has great merit in his perſeverance, though I am ſorry to 
reat tee ſo much ſolicitude beſtowed upon our old acquaintance, the 
eilt, Wſturnpike bill; which, after this day, I ſhall oppole by all poflible 
| the WW neans, and in every poſſible ſtage : However, as it is unuſual to 
Ju- Woppoſe the introduction of a bill, out of reſpect to my right 
ted; WW honourable friend I will not vote againſt the introduction of his. 


Leave was given to bring in the bill, 


The Houſe reſolved into a committee on the bill for conſolidat- 
ing into one law the ſeveral acts relative to the lighting, cleanſing, 
and paving the city of Dublin, 


In the committee it was agreed that the commilſioners of paving, 
xc. ſhould be enabled to fit fix days in the week at twenty thillings 
per day to each commiſſionet. 


Mr. To. er contended that the bill deprived the corporation of 
the city of Dublin of all right to receive tolls. The expreſs con- 
Citions on which they could receive tolls by their charter were for 
pontage, murage, paving and cleanſing the identical ſtreets on 
which the tolls were taken, This act deprived them of this right, 
and therefore he appealed to all his brethren learned in the law to 
know how it would be poflible for the city to juſtify in treſpaſs, or 
to enter an avowry in replevin, under the preſent act. 
thy . Another point which he declared had ſhocked and aſtoniſhed 
ther, him, was the intolerable and moſt unconſtitutional power which 
1s fer be bill veſts in the commiſſioners, to call perſons before them, 
c the ind puniſh them with a fine of five pounds. For what? — Why 
f che br en intult to any of their high mighty and puiſſant ſelves. He 
who A boped this was too ridiculous to be ſubmitted to in any country 
pretending to enjoy liberty, and where the courts of law were open 
to redreſs injuries. I his he was fure would be rejected. As to 
o the other parts of the bill, perhaps great labour and aſſiduity 
Wight corre them; but co leave the ſubjeR at the caprice cf 
Ning commiltioners was too bad to be endured, 
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Mr. Maso faid he foſe to inform the honourable and eames 
gentleman that he had overlooked one very material Circumſtance 
which was, that though the city did not pave cr cleanſe all thy 
had formerly been under their care, yet they paid 2000]. a ver fy 
having it done by the paving commiliioners z and he knew the 
maxim of law, Cusd facit per alics, facit per ſe. When the hill 
which is now the law was introduced, the late Recorder, ,. 
Huſſey, was a member of the Houſe, (a more able or more lea. 
ed lawyer never ſat in it) yetthe had not perceived any el uſe in 
jurious to the city's right of tolls, becauſe in truth no ſuch claw; 
exiſted. 


Sir Jon x BLaqQu1ee ſaid he roſe to remove any unfavour, 
ble impreſſion which might be made by what the learned gentle 
had ¶ id relative to the commiſſionets power of fining. It is already, 
faid he, the law of the land, not with this board only, but with 
the Work-houfe board, who poſſeſs it to a much greater extent, 
But ſuppoſe the bill to be full of error, what can be more fit, 
more candid, than to ſubmit it to the conſideration of gentlemen, 
and to entreat their attention to corre and make it unexceptiom. 
ble.— As to the corporation of the city, he ſaid they did not con. 
plain. — He had had a conference with the Lord Mayor and ſoned 
the Aldermen, and though they thought 2000l. a year an high 
charge, they declared themſelves ſatisfied with every thing elſe, 


Alderman WaRNEN.— I conſider this charge of 2000], s 1 
bargain between the city of Dublin and the commiliicners fir 
paving. The city always hired ſome perſons to pave and cleab 
the ſtreets on which they take their toll; they now hire the paring 
commillioners to do that ſervice, and I believe in point of law t 
muſt be a matter of indifference whom they employ to do thei 
work, Did I think it in the ſmalleſt degree injurious to the city 
no man would be more forward to oppoſe it than I. 


After fome progreſs the committee being counted, and forty 
members not being prefent, the Speaker reſumed the chair, 
Forty members then appearing, it was ordered that the Houſe 
will to-morrow refolve iiſelf into a committee on the bill for con- 
tolidaring the paving, lighting and cleanſing laws. 


Werners Dax, Fenrruary 22, 1786. 


A petition of the freeholders and inhabitants of the King" 
County, was preſented to the Houle and read, letting forth thi 
Philipiiown, the preſent ſhire town, is fituated nearly at «a 
extremity of the {aid county, and extremely deſective in pointd 
accommodations for the numbers who have occafion to retort 0 
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the general aſſizes holden there, whereby many of the petitioners 
are greatly aggrieved, and the diſtribution of public juſtice much 
impeded z that the town of Tullamore is both more central in its 
ſituation, and provided with far better and more ample accommo- 
dations, and is altogether beſt adapted of any other for becoming 
the ſhire town of ſaid county; that the petitioners, ſolicitous to 
promote this deſitable purpoſe, and to remedy, as far as in them 
lies, the grievances above ſtated, and as the preſent gaol and 
court-houſe at Philipſtown are in a ruinous ſtate, and muſt at 
all events be rebuilt, are willing, by their own private contri- 
bution, to etect a commodious court-houſe within the ſaid town 
of Tullamore, for holding therein his Majeſty's court of aſſize and 
general gaol delivery for the faid county; that —— 
ſome repairs have been lately made to the gaol, it was ſo inſuf- 
ficient for the ſafe cuſtody of priſoners, that very recently ſeveral 
perſons confined therein on charges of felony and other crimes have 
broken the gaol, and are now at large, to the great hazard and 
vneaſineſs of the public; and therefore praying leave may be 
given to bring in a bill, whereby it may be enacted that Tulla- 
more, inſtead of Philipſtown, may be reputed, uſed and taken 
for the ſhire town of the King's county. 


Read a third time the bill for ſuſpending till June, 1787, the 
operation of the act of the laſt ſeflion, for the more effectually 
reziſtering freeholds. 


Mr. Hayes entered into an inyeſtigation of the regiſtry act, and 
pointed out a number of abſurdities and incongruities contained 
therein, After having put the proviſions of the bill in ſeveral 
whimſical points of view, to the great entertainment of the Houſe, 
he propoſed that inſtead of the words, June, 1787, the words, 
June, 1991, ſhould be inſerted in the ſuſpending bill. 


Mr. O'Hara, in reply, endeavoured to do away the objec- 
tions that Mr, Hayes had raiſed. He pointed out the abſolute 
neceſſity of preſerving the rights of election pure, and which 
could be done only by a general and effectual regiſtry of free= 
holders. At preſent, as the law ſtood, he ſaid, no man let his 
pretenſions to public favour be what they would, could pretend 
to cope with a perſon of ſuperior purſe, however inferior his other 
qualitications were, To remedy this abuſe was the intention of 
the bill, which he conſidered as perfectly free from the faults with 
which the honourable gentleman had charged it. 


Several gentlemen ſupported the opinion of Mr. Hayes, though 
every one acknowledged the propriety of Mr. O*Hara's intention, 
and the neceſſity of reforming the abuſe complained of, 
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Upon the queſtion being put, that the words June, 1791, by 
inſerted, there were, 
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Ayes, 93 Noes, 43 


The bill of ſuſpenſion, fo amended, then paſſed, and was order. 
ed to be carried to the Lords by Mr. O'Hara. 


Read a third time the engroſſed bill for promoting the tobaccs 
trade, and for granting to his Majeſty certain duties, &c. 


Mr. Coax ſaid that the raiſing of a revenue only being the 
object of the bill, that object was defeated by the too high duty, 
which operated as a premium to the ſmuggler. That if the ſmug. 
= could fave one cargo out of three, he mutt make a rap 

rtune. That fmuggling was not only injurious to the revenue, 
but to the trade of the kingdom; becauſe the ſmuggler did not 
bring the tobacco from the place of its growth, where the manu: 
faQtures of Ireland might in return find a market, but from the 
different kingdoms in Europe, where it muſt be purchaſed from 
a _— man at an advanced price, which muft alſo be paid in 
caſh, 

For theſe reaſons, and as it was a known fact that by taking 
from the ſmuggler the benefit of any one great object, he would 
be cramped in all the reſt, he moved, that inflead of 10d. per 
pound duty, 6d. ſhould be inſerted, 


Mr. BeatsrorD fa'd, in reply, that it did not appear from the 
effects of the high duty that the honourable gentleman's poſition 
was well founded. He reminded the Houſe, that he had ſlated 
the other night, from the cuſtom-houſe accounts, that on an 
average of five years, taken before the high duties commenced, 
the revenue on tobacco had been 96,2931. 198. 1d, ; whereas on 
an average of five years, ſince the high duties were laid, the te- 
venue was 159,469l. 178. 7d. ? 

The honourable genticman had ſtated that if one cargo in three 
eſcaped, the ſmuggler made a rapid fortune: He was miſtaken 
there were reaſons for not being very explicit on this point, which 
could not eſcape the honourable gentleman's good ſenfe. But 
he himſelf had mentioned ſome circumftances much againſt the 
ſmugzler—The ſmuggler was obliged to go to a middle man for 
his tobacco, and conſequently was not only liable to pay that 
middle man's profit, but douvle freight,—Add to this, that the 
freight of a pound of tobacco to the fair trader was but one halt- 
penay, to the ſmuggler it was two pence. Theſe, and ſome 
other di{advantages to the ſmuggler, were the chief cauſes why 
more tobacco was not run into the kingdom. 


The CHANnceLLoR of The Excurquer,—!T am ſorry | 
am again obliged to repeat what I have already to often mention- 
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ed to gentlemen; who contend that the expences of government 
ſhould be limited by the revenues of the kingdom; then ſurely, 
on their own principle, it 13 unfair to endeavour to reduce thoſe 
er. WW revenues. If they deſire government to maintain itſelf on a cer- 

tain ſum of money, is it juſt to take a large part of that ſum 


away? It is not, and I muſt vote againſt the honourable gentle- 
man's motion. 


* The motion was negatived without a diviſion, 


ty, Mr. Keaxney propoſed that the town of Kinſale ſhould be 
az. W:dnitted to the privilege of bonding and ware-houſing tobacco. 
dhe inſiſted ſtrongly on the excellence of its port, (the only one in 
we, the kingdom in which there was a yard for building King's ſhips) 


not {Wits vicinity to the great manufacturing town of Bandon, from 
nu. MW vhence goods, both linen and woollen, would be ſent to America 
the it the merchants were enabled to take the produce of that country 
rom in return. | | 

din After having preſſed theſe circumſtance on the Houſe, he moved 


that the words town of Kinſale, be added after the words port of 
king Waterford. 


Mr. BexesrorD ſaid it gave him great concern to oppoſe the 
pet rich of the honourable gentleman, but there was no reaſon that 
could be urged in favour of Kinſale, that did not apply to ſeveral 
otter places in Ireland. And as to its having a king's yard, 
either Portimouth or Plymouth, though they had the greateſt 


ated Muds, and were the beſt ports in England, enjoyed the privilege 
n an {contended for. As to the difficulties which the honourable gen- 
iced, leman imagined to lie in the way of the merchants, they might 
13 0n {eily be removed by obtaining from the commiſſioners a previous 


licenſe to import tobacco. [Here Mr, Beresford read that part 
of the act of parliament which enables the commiſſioners of the 
revenue to grant licenſe for the importation. of rum and tobacco, 


ken; WW applied for previous to ſuch importation.] He ſaid the reaſon 
chich tat the commiſſioners could not grant licenſe for the entry 
But ef the tobacco at Roſs (as mentioned in a former debate) was, 
| che t the ſhip was actually in port before the licenſe was applied 
n for r. He ſaid every praiſe and every indulgence was due to the 
that nanufacturers of Bandon, and it was with tenfold reluctance he 
t the NPopoſed any with of a ſet of people who had entered into a volun- 
hall. WW") alſociation not to uſe ſmuggled goods, 
{owe 


Mr. Kearney's motion was negatived without a diviſion, and 
ie bill paſſed. 


L Palled alſo, and ordered to the Lords by the Chancellor of the 
Khequer, the carriage duty bill, 


Mr. Bzooxe (of Donegal) reported from the committee ap- 
Painted to take into conlideration the petition of Lord Sudley, 
O2 
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Sir Anneſley Stewart, Bart. Alexander Stewart, of Ards, ß 
and Mr. Samuel Hayes, of Drumboe, in the county of Donegy, 
that the petitioners had proved the allegations of their petit 
and that acceding to the terms by them propoſed would mug 
promote the north-welt fiſhery. 


aur 1 
one, 


Ald 
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Mr. BzzxesrorD preſented a bill for promoting the trade Ml >! 
njuric 


Dublin, by rendering its port and harbour more commodiou; 


which was received and read the firſt time. ] take 
A petition of the ſeveral inhabitants of the quays on each {4 0 
of the river Liffey, from Blood y- bridge to the lower ferry, un = . 
preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the petit ren! 
underſtand that the bill now before the Houſe for confolidztin a a 
into one law feveral acts of parliament heretofore paſſed for bea nants 

paving the city of Dublin, contains a clauſe to bind the petition 
ers to rebuild and keep in conftant repair, at their own pf]u] Mr: 
expence, the walls of the ſaid quays oppoſite to their reſpedin 42 
at ha 


dwelling-houſes; the petitioners therefore humbly beg leave t 


mention the great and unequal burden they will be obliged wil Sir | 
bear if the ſame be carried into a law; that the river Liffey is Mark, 
ſewer of the greateſt utility to the whole city of Dublin, and eve Hill afie 
inhabitant thereof, and the breaches made in the. ſaid walls u Mr. 


made by the power and activity of the waters, particularly whe 
encreaſed by floods, which no pains or care of the petitioners 
obviate or prevent; that rebuilding and repairing the ſaid wal 


are attended with a very great expence, which many of the pet — 
tioners are not able to bear; and therefore praying that the cd _ 
of rebuilding and repairing the ſame may be raiſed by grand ju Mr. 
preſentments off the city at large. order, 
The Houſe adjourned till Friday. 5 24 
2 3 that toc 
— SE] ICITICIENY vn >> — the Ho; 

Matter, 

Faipay, Fearxvary 24, 1786, - 

Mr. SHzRIDAN preſented a bill for puniſhing mutiny and deli der; 
tion, and for the better payment of the army and their quaaoy 70 
within this kingdom; which was received and read the H earied 
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The committee appointed to take into confideration the petite 
of the inhabitants of Tullamore, reported that the petitioners bi 
proved their allegations, 


Mr. Gzoxce Poxsoxey ſaid that he would oppoſe any b 
brought ia to carry the intention of the petitioners into effect. 


Mr. Bext$sy0RD moved for the order of the day, that the bl 
for encouraging the trade of Dublin, by rendering it 
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jour more commodious, be read a ſecond time, which being 
one, : 
Alderman Wark en moved, that the bill be printed. 


It was ordered accordingly. 


Eh, 
1egh, 
ition, 
Much 


Sir EDwaxD CRO TON. As an opinion has gone forth, very 
pjurious to the Roman Catholics of the county of Roſcommon, 
I take this opportunity of tiſing to remove the ill-effects of that 
pinion, which 1 1211 do by reading in my place ſome reſolutions 
foned by that body of people, at the very head of which is the 
Lame of Mr. O'Connor, the elder brother of the madman that has 
viven fo much trouble, The Roman Catholics of Roſcommon 
have alſo drawn up an addreſs to his Grace the Lord Lieu- 
enant 


Mr. Ox pE.— I ſubmit to the honourable baronet, whether it 
js perfeRly decent, and conſiſtent with form, to read an addreſs 
nat has not yet been prelented ? 
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Sir EDwARD CroFToN acknowledged the juſtneſs of the 
remark, and agreed to put off the reading of the reſolutions, &c. 
ll after the addreſs ſhould be preſented. 


Mr. Jon x Wo called for the order of the day, for the 
Houſe reſolving itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to 
ake into Conſideration the report of the committee to whom the 


* petition of Robert Brooke, Eiq;z of Proſperous, in the county 
. if Kildare, was referred. 
id j Mr. Ox dz.—The honourable gentleman has moved for this 


order, doubtleſs with a view of proceeding forthwith on the 
enquiry into the ſtate of Mr. Brooke's affairs. I think, Sir, this 
8 an object of ſuch very great extent and national importance, 
that too much attention cannot be given to it, for which reaſon 
the Houſe ought to take ſufficient time fully to inveſtigate the 
Matter, 


The public has given very great encouragement to this manu- 
ory, with intent of promoting the public good. You ought 
now to have the proofs before you, that this intention has been 
arried into effect by thoſe who have had the expending of the 
money, If they now come to crave more alliſtance *tis but juſt 
they thould give a ſatisfactory account of what they have alread y 
received, 1 do not mean by this to check a great national ob- 
ect; for I doubt not they will be able to give this ſatisfaction; 
but it will become the wiſdom of the Houſe to be convinced that 
agg grants have been well applied, before they proceed 
zurther. 

Lacknowledge I have not yet had time to give due attention to 
tle Committee's report, but there are ſome articles in the account 


of Mr. Brooke's affairs which require explanation. His private 
debts are ſtated in the groſs at 45,0001, his aſſets at 46,000, 
Beſides his private debts, he borrowed 25,0001. from parliamen;, 
The Houſe ought ſurely to conſider how the private debt wa 
incurred, whether in carrying on the manufactory, or by any 
other means. | 

As to time, there does not appear any date to thoſe debts, & 
that we cannot tell when they accrued. We muſt alfo recolled 
that the 25,0001. lent by parliament was not the only public al. 
ſiſtance this gentleman has received. He got very conſiderable 
ſums to remove the manufacturets, beſides other aids for extend- 
ing his trade, all which the Houſe ſhould fully inveſtigate. 

Upon the whole, I ſay it is my moſt earneſt wiſh to promote 
the manufacture, which I confider as a great national object, and 
highly worthy the attention of parliament; | would therefore 
recommend that the Houſe, as in a committee of accounts, on 
a day fixed for the purpoſe, inveſtigate the matter fully. 


Mr. Joux WoLre.—lI have no objection to Mr. Brooke's 
affairs being inveſtigated in the cloſeſt manner, and I think very 
great credit is due to the right honourable Secretary for the atten» 
tion he ſhews to prevent any waſte of public treaſure, 

I have all along conſidered this undertaking of Mr. Brooke 
a great national meaſure—As ſuch it has had my ſupport.— As to 
the individual, though I think him a perſon that merits much of 
the public, and though I truſt it will appear that he has property 
to pay every one, yet he is not my object: My object is to pre- 
ſerve the eſtabliſhment, from the proſperity of which this nation 
will doubtleſs draw great advantage. Fn 


The inveſtigation of the committee's report was adjourned to 
Monday. | b | 


bs —  —  — — 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 1786, 


Sir EDwarD NEWENHAaM moved to receive a petition from 
the farmers of the barony of Coolock, againſt the turnpike bill 
He obſerved, that they thought it a very injurious, partial, and 
oppreflive tax. That it was a petition of a ſingular nature, for 
no perſon had been ſolicited to ſign it; it was a voluntary pet! 
tion againſt a partial tax. That the names annexed to it welt 
among the warmeſt friends of his right honourable colleague. 


A petition of ſeveral farmers and landholders in that part af 
the barony of Coolock which joins the road leading from Dublin 
tp Malahide, in the county of Dublin, was preſented to the Houſe 
and read, ſetting forth that the petitioners perceive, by Us 
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; : — 
printed votes of the Houſe, that a bill has been introduced for 


etecting gates, turnpikes and toll-houſes on the road leading from 
the city of Dublin to Malahide; that the petitioners obſerve, by 
the ſaid bill, that the honourable truſtees of the ſaid intended 
turnpike road have a power to erect gates, turnpikes and toll- 
houſes acroſs any bye-road or avenue leading to or adjoining the 
{aid road, and that there is no particular part mentioned in the 
ſaid bill for the firſt gate, turnpike or toll-houle to be erected, by 
which unlimited power they apprehend a gate or gates, turnpikes 
or toll-houtes, may be ſo eredted that none of the inhabitants of 
the barony of Coolock can go to the city of Dublin without pay- 
ing toll, and alto by reaſon of the fide gates the petitioners muſt 
pay toll for driving their cattle from one part of their farms to ano- 
ther, as many of their ſaid farms are at a diſtance from each other; 
that the petitioners have always paid all public taxes and county 
celſes with regularity and chearfulneſs; that the petitioners pay 
very heavy rents for their lands, and though hay, ſtraw, and 
other produce of their farms have lately brought a high price in 
the Dublin markets, yet the advance in price has not been by an 
proportion adequate to their loſſes by the failure of their crops, 
and if additional taxes are laid upon them they muſt raiſe the price 
of theſe articles which are the produce of their farms; that peti- 
Koners with all humility beg leave to lay their particular ſituation 
before the Houle, that if the ſaid bill ſhould paſs into a law they 
will be more taxed than any other part of the county of Dublin, 
as they will have turnpike toll to pay, a county cels in aid thereof, 
beſides the general preſentments by the grand juries, which will 
enable the reſt of the county to underſell them in the Dublin 
markets; that the direct road from Dublin to Malakide ends at 
the ſaid town of Malahide, which is a port for fiſhing veſſels, and 
conſequently may induce the fiſhermen to raiſe the price of their 
blh in order to defray the expence of turnpike, and that the ſaid 
fiibermen will then pay a tax which thole of Baldoyle, Howth, 
Clontarf, Ringſend, Bullock and Dunleary are exempt from, 
waich muſt be deemed a partial hardſhip; that the petitioners are 
2fraid, from the general diſlike the inhabitants of this county have 
to turnpikes, that county preſentments will not be readily paſſed 
to repair {aid road, for the grand juries will not chuſe to raiſe 
money, the expenciture of which is mixed with that of any other 
body of men, and by that means the ſaid road may be rendered 
totally impaſſable; that they humbly apprehend the yearly tolls 
of the ſaid intended road would not keep three miles of it in pro- 
per repair z that the petitioners hitherto haye found no injury or 
inconvenience in the preſent mode of making and repairing the 
roads by county preſentments; that the petitioners rely ſolely on 
the humanity of this Houſe, the natural protectors and guardians 
of the poor but indyſtrious farmers, for relief; and that though 
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verv few of them are freeholders, they are confident their petition 


will be equally well received as if it was ſigned at a county meet- 
ing. 


A petition of the company of undertakers of the grand canal, 
under their common ſeal, was preſented to the Houſe and read, 
ſetting forth that the commiſſioners for promoting and carrying 
on an inland navigation in Ireland, having been empowered by a(t 
of parliament to grant an aid to private undertakers of one-fixth 
part of the ſum which ſhould be neceſſary for carrying on and 
compleating ſuch inland navigation as ſuch private undertakers 
ſhould engage to execute, the faid commiſſioners, on the incor- 
poration of the petitioners, agreed to pay to the petitioners the 
Jum of 1000l. for every ſum of 50ool. which they ſhould expend 
of their own proper money in carrying on their works; and ac- 
cordingly the ſaid commiſſioners from time t6 time, to and until 
the 12th of November, 1784, iſſued warrants on the treaſury for 
the ſeveral ſums up to that period due by them to the petitioners 
under the ſaid agreement; that ſince the 12th day of Noyember 
aforeſaid, the petitioners haveexpended of their own proper money, 
In carrying on their ſaid works, the ſum of 45,0001. and upwards, 
on which expenditure they are entitled to the ſum of q, oool.; 
that the petitioners are informed that the Houſe intends making 
ſome new regulatiogs reſpecting that navigation board; and there- 
fore praying that the Houſe will direct payment to be made to 
the petitioners of the ſaid ſum of oool. on proof by the peti- 
tioners of the expenditure of the ſaid ſum of 45,0001. before ſuch 
perſons as the Houle ſhall think proper to appoint for the purpoſe, 


Mr. Lover ier (who had given notice that he would this 
day make a motion relative to the Portugal trade) ſaid he had 
obſerved, that from the length of time ſpent in the neceſſary buſi- 
neſs of the Houſe, a great number of gentlemen had gone away; 
he would not therefore make his intended motion, but wait-till 
ſome future opportunity, when the Houſe ſhould be full. He 
obſerved, that as the miſchief he wanted to prevent (the laying 
an additional duty on Port wine) had already been done, it was 
indifferent what time he brought forward his motion. 


Mr. Oxpe ſaid he wiſhed the motion to be brought forward 
that moment, convinced as he was that in the preſent ſituation 


of affairs, pending a negociation, the Houſe would not liſten to 


Mr. MonTcomexy (of Cavan) ſaid he could ſee no difficulty 
in underſtanding a buſineſs that had been now three years in 
agitation z for every man muſt know that if the Britiſh miniſter 
would but ſpeak a word to a nation the moſt obſequious to his 
will of any in the world, except Ireland, they would in a minute 
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comply with our juſt demands. The fact, he ſaid, was that 
the people wanted to be friends with us; the Britiſh miniſter only 
prevented them. 


Mr. Gx1FF1TH, on introducing a clauſe into the gaol bill, 
relative to the 1 took occaſion to ſpeak in the higheſt 
terms of the marſhal. That gentleman, he ſaid, had with very 
fagular propriety and great humanity, diſcharged the duties 
of his office, and he thought him deſerving the thanks of the public. 


MonDay, FeaRUARY 27, 1786. 


A petition cf the maſter coopers of the city of Waterford was 
preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the peti- 
tioners chiefly ſubſiſt by the coopering buſineſs, and were in ule 
to employ a conſiderable number of journeymen in that trade, 
who depended upon them for bread ; that the exportation of pork 
is one of the principal ſtaple articles of trade from ſaid port; that 
ol late large quantities of pork have been exported from ſaid port 
ina green raw unmanufactured ſtate, under the denomination of 
bacon, which is made up with little labour, and ſhipped without 
caſks, to the great prejudice of the petitioners, and a number of 
other perſons who get their bread by cutting, ſalting and packing 
faid pork, when ſhipped in caſks; that petitioners apprehend the 
cauſe of fo much pork being exported, as bacon, in manner above- 
mentioned, is chiefly owing to the great inequality in the duty 
on bacon and barrel pork, a barrel of pork which contains two 
hundred pounds, paying 48, 6d. per barrel, while a fide of bacon, 
which often weighs as much, or more, but ſeldom under one 
hundred and ſeventy pounds, pays only three half-pence per ſide 
on exportation, beſides the quantity of ſalt required to cure and 
pack a barrel of pork, pays at the rate of four pence duty, in pro- 
portion to each barrel of pork, on importation z that the petition- 
ers are fully convinced that an additional duty on bacon will not 
lefſen the exportation of pork from this Kingdom, ſo as to hurt 
the demand for that article, but will only cauſe it to be exported 
in caſks in preference to the preſent mode of exporting it in bulk, 
to the detriment of many ujeful and induftrious members of ſo- 
ciety; and therefore praying the Houſe to make ſuch laws and 
regulations as will give a preferable encouragement to the expor- 
lation of pork in caſks, that numbers may be employed thereby. 


A petition of the filk manufacturers of the city of Dublin, and 
liberties adjacent, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting 
forth that the petitioners perceive with concern a clauſe in an 
at of parliament, paſſed laſt ſellion, ** that no part of the funds 
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« of the Dublin Society ſhall at any time after the 25th March, 
*© 1756, be applied to or be expended in the ſupport of the ri 
«*< filk warehouſe; that the petitioners are convinced if the ſime 
be carried into execution it cannot fail to ruin the ſilk manufacture 
of Ireland, turn multitudes of induſtrious poor idle into our ſtreets, 
and be productive of national diſtreſs z and therefore praying x 
clauſe may be introduced into ſome act to be paſſed in this ſeſſion 
of parliament, permitting the Dublin Society to continue to en- 
eourage the filk manufacture of Ireland in lach way as ſhall ap- 
pear to them moſt advantageous, any thing contained in the (ad 
recited act to the contrary notwithſtanding, 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, 


on the bill for improving the harbour of Dublin, Mr. Maſon in 
the chair. | 


After one paragraph being read, 


Alderman WaaREN moved the committee to report progreſs, 
His reaſon, he ſaid, for the motion was, that the corporation 
of the city of Dublin, thinking themſelves deeply concerned in 
the bill, had called a poſt-aſſembly this day, to conſider of the 
ſteps neceſſary for them to take upon the occafion—From ſome 
cauſe (perhaps the ſeverity of the weather) a ſufficient number 
of gentlemen had not attended; but he underſtood the aſſembly 
was adjourned to Wedneſday ; and therefore he requeſted further 
proceedings in the bill might ceaſe till after that day. 


Mr. BezesroD aid it was his intention to poſtpone the clauſe 
which nominates the perſons who are to compoſe the new ballaſt 
office committee, till the city ſhould have an opportunity of 
coming forward in any manner they might think proper relative 
to the bill: However, if he was now to go on, the city would have 
no cauſe to complain of undue haſte ; for ſeveral weeks had elapſ - 
ed ſince he firit gave notice of the bill in this ſeſſion, and indeed 
it was juſt the fame with that which they had oppoſed by coun- 
ſel in the laſt ſetfion; therefore the idea of ſurpriſe could not 
exiſt, However, to do away all pretence for cavil, he would, 
as he had ſaid, poſtpone one 1 which, as the city's objec- 
tions went againft the principle of the bill, would give them a 
good an opportunity of preſenting their petition, as if the whol: 
bill was poſtponed, 


The committee now proceeded on the bill, and a clauſe being 
read which provides for the building and repairing of the qua); 
on both ſides of the river, from the intended new bridge to tie 
Marine School, by laying a tax of five ſhillings on evety vellel 
coming into port, collicrs and coaſters excepted, 


Mr. GazpiNes faid he haped the committee's power to build 
guays, and repair the walls of the river, would be extended tit 
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whole length of the north and ſouth walls. The ſbipping, he 
ſad, did infinite damage by ſtriking againſt theſe walls, and it was 
but reaſonable they ſhould repair the ſame, He himſelf had ſome 
property in the north lots, for which he was annually taxed 
to keep the wail in repair; but his tax, and that of the other per- 
ſons who had fimilar property, amounting altogether to about gol. 
per annum, was not a ſum ſufficient to preſerve the wall, much 
leſs to make good the ſudden and frequent damages that it ſuſtain- 
ed by the ſhipping. The north wall, he ſaid, was in a moſt 
ruinous condition, and if not ſpeedily repaired, the ſea would not 
only retake poſſeſſion of the helds over which it formerly flowed, 
but probably that great work, the New Cultom-houſe, would be 
ſwept away by an inundation, 


Mr. Be ESToRD faid he had provided for any damage that the 
ſhipping could be ſuppoſed to do to the quays, by laying a tax on 
them to repair and keep in good order the quays ſo far down as the 
ſhipping lay; but he thought it would be both unreaſonable and 
unjuſt to apply the money levied off the ſhipping to build walls 
for the protection of the property of his right honourable friend, or 
any other perſon.— The proprietors of the lots poſſeſſed their pro- 

rty therein on the ſpecial condition of fencing it againſt the ſea. 

heir own intereſt would compel them to the performance of the 
condition z he could not therefore conſent to apply the money 
raiſed for a different purpoſe to this uſe, 

He ſaid as a friend of his, whom he did not ſee in his ſeat, had 
ſuggeſted that ſome petition would be preſented againſt this bill, to 
give time for ſuch petition he would move that the committee fit 
22Un on Tueſday. | 


TuzsDay, FeBruary 28, 1786. 


A petition of the corporation of tanners of the county and town 
of Carrickfergus, whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, on behalf 
of themſelves and all others the tanners and manufacturers of lea- 
ther in Ireland, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth 
that the tannags and manufacture of leather in this kingdom has of 
late years ſuffered very much from the following cauſes hereaftet- 
mentioned, and if not encouraged and protected by the Houſe will 
be ſoon totally loſt to this kingdom, whereby not only the petiti- 
oners, and thoſe concerned in the trade, will be reduced to the ne- 
ceſſity of quitting the ſame, but alſo many other uſeful and neceſ- 
fary branches of trade in which leather is worked up will be much 
Injured, and the price of many articles manufactured with leather 
be greatly increaled; that the petitioners, with concern, ſee that 
the great exportation of our raw materials to foreign countries, al- 
moſt duty free, has greatly contributed to prevent the tanning and 
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manufacture of leather in this kingdom, and has prevented the ex. 
portation of tanned leather from this country to foreign markets, 
inſomuch that the exportation thereof has conſiderably decreaſed 
for ſeveral years paſt ; that the petitioners beg leave to repreſent to 
the Houſe that the ſcarcity and dearneſs of oak bark in this king. 
dom is another cauſe of the great decline of their manufacture, the 
price whereof has greatly encreaſed theſe ſome years paſt, and 
prevented the petitioners from being able to procure a ſufficient 
quantity thereof for the tanning of their raw materials on ſuch 


terms as to enable the petitioners, and thoſe of the tanning trade, freig 
to manufacture their goods either for conſumption at home, or to expo 
ſend them to foreign markets on equal terms with other countries ; wiſe 
that from the ſcarcity of oak bark in the year 1785, many of the othe! 
titioners were reduced to extreme dificulties and diſtreſs, and able 
Pad it not been for the coldneſs of the ſeaſon the raw materials tant 
then on the petitioners hands would have periſhed, they not being bour 
able to procure oak bark for ſaving the ſame z that the petitioners othe 
apprehend that the tannage and manufacture of leather in this A 
country may, under proper encouragement, become a bi- ich of Tor 
r of great conſequence to Ireland in general, as well as to that 
the petitioners, who have embarked their entire ſubſtance therein, very 
and ſpent their lives in the purſuit and improvement thereof; that the « 
the petitioners apprehend and believe that if an additional duty be can 
Jaid upon the exportation of raw materials from this into foreign the | 
countries, and a bounty granted on the importation of oak bark rate 
into this kingdom from America, the Eaſt Country, Germany, or ſubr 
other parts of the Continent of Europe (from whence that article tail 
may be procured annually in any quantity for the ſupply of Iriſh ther 
tannage) together with a bounty on the exportation of manufaQur- wor 


ed leather, will aſſiſt our export of tanned leather, enable them to 1 
manufacture the raw material, prevent foreigners having a ſupply 


of that tort of leather fic for their uſe, make Ireland the mart for ri 
ſaid goods, and neceſſitate foreigners to apply to them for the ma- Ho: 
terials when manufactured, as the green commodity they bring (4+ 
from hence is by far ſuperior to any they can ſupply themſelves tible 
with from other markets; that the petitioners apprehend and believe ple, 
they would be able to regain from foreign nations this branch 
of trade if the Houſe ſhall be pleaſed to take their caſe into conſi- A 
deration, and paſs ſuch laws for their relief as in their witdom ball ſent 
ſeem fit. 8 8 As 
A petition of the freeholders of the county of Dublin was pre- = 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the act of 1782; ble 
depriving the city of Dublin of the bounty on the exportation of to 
corn, has, in its operation, proved highly injurious to the king - equ 
dom at large, and to this county in particular z that the vicinity mo 


of this county to the metropolis, naturally an advantage, is now Wat 
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moſt unjuſtly made a pretext to deprive them of thoſe benefits 
which are held out to the nation at large, and they are compelled 
to contribute to pay the expence of export bounties to every other 
part of the kingdom, from which they alone are, by the groſſeſt 
partiality, deprived of any ſhare, and even the option of commut- 
ing the inland for the export bounty denied, under the ptetence 
that no guard could be deviſed againſt frauds z that under thoſe 
circumſtances tillage is depreſſed, induſtry diſcouraged, the capi- 
tals of the Dublin merchants rendered uſeleſs, the benefit of cheap 
freights from Dublin loſt, and thereby the kingdom prevented from 
exporting its produce to that degree of advantage it would other- 
wiſe arrive to, in order to face at foreign markets the grain of 
other countries, ſo as to ſtand a competition upon the moſt favour- 
able ground; and therefore praying the Houte to take this impor- 
tant ſubject into conſideration, and direct that in future the tame 
bounties may be granted from Dublin as are allowed from every 
other port in Ireland, 


A petition of the grand jury of the county of Dublin, at Hilary 
Term, 1786, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth 
that the petitioners humbly beg leave to lay before the Houſe their 
very great concern at the alarming encreaſe of public executions in 
the county, as well for murder as other enormous crimes, which 
can be attributed to no other cauſe than the univerſal depravity of 
the lower order of people, occaſioned by the frequent and immode- 
rate uſe of ſpirituous liquors z that the petitioners with deference 
ſubmit that the number of perſons licenſed and unlicenſed who re- 
tail ſpirits in the metropolis, as well as the liberties and environs 
thereof, is the cauſe of this great evil, which petitioners apprehend 
would be corrected if a law paſſed fimilar to that fo wiſely framed 
in Great Britain, when the immoderate uſe of gin pervaded the me- 
tropolis, which law was the origin of the porter brewery, at leaſt 
the cauſe of its preſent flouriſhing ſtate z and therefore praying the 
Houſe to take this grievous and growing evil into their ſerious con- 
ideration, and to pals a law preventive of a miſchief ſo incompa=- 
-"y with induſtry, and fo deſtructive of the morals of the peo- 
ple, 


A petition of Henry Wood, of Mill-ſtreet, Dublin, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the petitioner, at 
a very conſiderable expence, hath purchaſed and brought into this 
kingdom a machine that feparates the fleſh fide of a bullock's 
or calf*s hide from the grain fide, thereby ſaving, in two ſervicea- 
ble pieces of leather, that which is now waſted in reducing an hide 
to a proper thickneſs for uſe, and leaving the grain fide of more 
equal thickneſs than it is when ſhaved down with the knives com- 
monly uſed for that purpoſe z that the leather ſaved by this 
machine will make good ſhoes and boots, as ſtrong veal or calves 


22t 
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hides which are generally applied to thoſe purpoſes have half ths; 
thickneſs ſhaved away on the fleſh ſide to reduce the grain fide tg 
a proper thickneſs for uſe, the fleſh fide being the fineſt an 


per nut 
{aid ci. 
ſtrictioi 


beſt leather; that the leather ſaved by this machine in ſhaving Mr. 
down ſtrong kips or thin bullocks hides, will make brogues or the H 
ſtrong ſhoes, alſo ſeveral articles uſed by coach and harneſs-maker, * 
to which purpoſes the ſaid hides are uſually applied; that coach. Fo 
makers uſe large hides, weighing from thirty to thirty- ſix pounds per e beg 


hide, to covet the roofs of coaches and other 3 which hide At the 
require ſhaving down ſo much that from ten to tourteen pound; dow th 
weight of leather is uſually wafted in reducing them, that by this of ſuc 


machine would be ſaved in pieces fit to make quarter pannels of, rerame 
and applicable to many other pui poſes to which leather is applied It v 
in the coach-makers buſineſs; that it will ſhave down ſkins to take 
or hides as ſoon as they are taken out of the lime pit and the hit the Du 
taken off them, by which means half the preſent expence of tan powere 
ning them would be ſaved, as the leather by being thinner would ſum of 
receive the tan much the ſooner ; that it will alſo ſplit or ſeparate lk and 
ſheep ſkins, the one fide whereof will be uſeful to book- binden, promot 
and the other to make parchment of; that on an average a third of ut bee 
an hide of leather is faved by it; that beſide the petitioner's there tons in 
are but two other machines of the ſame kind in Europe, the oldeſt white f 
of which was made about fix years ago, and is now exerciſed un- WW nes, a 
det a patent by a Mr. Crawley, currier, in C:momile-ſtreet, having ſcience 
(as the petitioner is informed) coſt near 1200], iterling, as it is on ſud fo 
a larger conſtruction than the pet.tioner*s, being made to cut fout- at ware 
teen inches wider, and to work by horſes ; that the other of the ture wh 


ſaid machines (which is of the fame ſize as the petitioner's) is at 
Paris, and was (as the petitioner is alto informed) fold by a Mr, "ak 
Beau, about a twelvemonth fince, to the tanners' of Paris for the — . 
ſum of 80ol. ſterling, and that a penſion of 40l. per annum had > 
alſo been ſettled on the ſaid Mr. Beau for life by the king; that the Med 
petitioner's machine having coſt him four hundred guineas, he has Mt.! 
not a property to employ it to advantage, which would require ti? Witte ſhir, 

of zool. ſterling z and therefore praying the aid and encou- Billies | 
ragement of the Houte. Fuich \ 


A petition of the merchants and traders of the city of Cort, 
whoſe names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preiented to the Houle 
and read, ſetting forth that by an act of parliament paſſed in the 
nineteenth and twentieth years of his Majeſty's reign, the Lord 
Mayor of the city of Dublin, with tuch merchants to be choſen 35 
mentioned in ſaid act, are empowered to elcA and appoint butict« 
taſters in the ſaid city of Dublin, which were thought neceſſat)j to 
be appointed for the improvement of the trade thereof; that the ex- 
tenſion of ſuch power to the city of Cork would be a great in- 
provement to the butter trade thereof; and therefore praying tie 

louſe to empower the mayor of the ſaid city of Cork, with a pie 
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number of merchants thereof, to appoint taſters of butter for 
aid city of Cork, as in Dublin, under ſuch regulations and re- 
ſuictions, and with like powers as contained in ſaid act. 


Mr. HART LEV ſaid he had the honour yeſterday to preſent to 
the Houſe the petition of the ſilk- manufacturers of this city, 
raying that part of the money granted to the Dublin Society 
Fi be applied to the encouragement of the Iriſh filk ware-houſe. 

e begged gentlemen would contider the good effects of that houſe. 
At the time it was inſtituted there were but ſixty looms in this city, 
now there were above eight hundred, Since it was productive 


of ſuch univerſal good, he did not think it was the policy of go- 
rernment to let 1t drop. 


It was ordered that the committee to whom it was referred 
to take into conſideration a bill for granting the ſum of 5000l. to 
the Dublin Society, for the purpoſes therein mentioned, be em- 


. powered to receive a clauſe that the ſum of 25001. part of the ſaid 
Wd jam of 50001, ſhall be applied by the ſociety in encouraging the 
te ilxand woollen manufactures, in encreaſing the leather trade, by 
n, promoting an importation of oak bark from countries whence it has 
of not been uſually imported in quantities exceeding four hundred 
re tons in any one year, in machinary for or otherwiſe aiding the 
ett vbite finiſhing of woollen goods, in encouraging the dying buſi- 
n- neſs, and in ſupporting ſchools for drawing and other uſeful 


nz WW iences; and allo. a clauſe to prevent any part of the funds of the 
on lud ſociety from being applied to the ſupport of any houſe 


« warchouſe for ſelling by wholetale or retail any ſilk manufac- 
the ture whatſoever. | 


Mr, Mr. CHaTTERTON preſented a bill for the improvement of 
* tis kingdom, by enabling archbiſhops, biſhops and other eccleſi- 
bad ical perſons, to make leaſes for lives or years; which was re- 
the ecved and read the firſt time. 

has Mr. LL ovp preſented a bill for making the town of Tullamore 


the de ſbire town of the King's County, and the only town where the 


lizes and general gaol delivery for ſaid county ſhall be held 
vbich was received and read the firſt time, 


Mr. Grose Poxsonsy ſaid he would not oppoſe the reading 
(any bill, but he would oppoſe this bill being committed. 


re Mr. HamitToN preſented a bill to enable Hemy Hamilton, 
n 25 Eo; to take upon him the ſirname of Cox inſtead of that of Ha- 


Nilton, and to continue the firname of Cox to all his deſcendants, 

urſuant to the will of Sir Richard Cox, Baronet, deceaſed, and 
0 oblige him and them to bear and uſe the arms of the ; ſaid Sir 
Richard Cox inſtead of thoſe belonging to the Hamiltons; which 
u received and read the firſt time, 


PARLIAMENTARY 
It was ordered that the committee to whom it was reſenel 
to take into conſideration a bill for granting the ſum of 5009], 1 
the Dublin Society, for the purpoſes teerein mentioned, be em. 
powered to receive a clauſe for applying the ſum of Sool. pan if 


the ſaid ſum of 50001; for the encouragement of the glaſs many. 
facture of this kingdom. 


It was alſo ordered that the committee to whom it was referred 
to take into conſideration a bill for granting the ſum of 40000. ty 
the truſtees of the linen manufacture, for the purpoſes therein men. 
tioned, be empowered to receive a clauſe to enable the (zid 
truſtees to appoint one inſpectot fur the county of Tipperary, ut 
one other inſpeCtor for the county of the city of Waterford, 
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Sit JohN BiaqQuittre moved that the order for the report be. 
ing made of the ſurvey and expence of certain navigations be poſt. 
poned to this day fortnight. He ſaid that on account of the late 
3 y ſevere weather it was impoſſible that the ſurvey could 

e. 


It was otdered accordingly. 
Mr. Wo lr moved the order of the day for going into 2 com» 


mittee of the whole Houſe on the report of the committee on the 
petition of Robert Brooke, Eſq; of Profperous. © 


Mr. Ox pr faid fince the laſt day on which the ſubject had been 
mentioned he had beſtowed much pains and attention on it, and 
he ſtill remained of the ſame opinion, that a ſtrict examination would 
be neceſſary before the Houſe would be able to form any determins 
ation. He had taken occaſion to converſe with perſons well a. 
quainted with the manufacture; and from every thing he cov! 
learn there were the ſtrongeſt objections not only to Captain 
Brooke's plan, but to the reſolutions of the committee. At the 
ſame time he obſerved that it was the fixed intention of govert- 
ment to give the moſt effectual aid to the manufacture, and to ſhes 
every indulgence to the individual, but it remained with tit 
Houſe to point out the proper mode of giving that aid which 
great a national object deſerved. | 

He ſaid the efforts which Captain Brooke had made ſhould ce. 
tainly be confidered, but he could not think parliament would & 
Juſtified in advancing ſo great a ſum as his debts amounted ts 
Beſides there was no ſecurity that he would continue his efforts 
or if he did that they would be more ſucceſsful than hither 
Several perſons had, he ſaid, been mentioned as deſirous of becom. 
ing partners with Captain Brooke; be would wiſh to have an .. 
terview with thoſe perſons, and to ſift the matter to the bott 
He therefore moved the order to be poſtponed to Friday ſe nig: 


Mr. Wolre ſaid he was perfectly ſatisfied at hearing ſuch 
an explicit determination from the right honourable gentle? 
| he was content to have the ſubject poſtponed, and that 5. 
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rernment ſhould take every ſtep that prudence required to warrant 
them in ſupporting the manufacture. He therefore, with great 


pleaſure, would leave the buſineſs in the hands of the right 
honourable gentleman, 


Mr. OxDz faid he would be forry the honourable gentleman 
ſhould receive a miſtaken idea of what he had ſaid : His meaning 
was, that it was the duty of government and of that Houſe, 
25 truſtees for the 1 to receive and attend to every propoſal 
for improving and extending the manufactures, and to patronize 
ſuch as promiſed ſucceſs. He hoped it would not now be neceſ- 
fary on the part of the Duke of Rutland, to declare the moſt libe- 
ral encouragement of the manufaQtures, but it was neceſſary 
to take care that the extenſions of liberality were not improperly 
beſtowed: | | 

As to Captain Brooke's manufaRory, he thought it might, and 
ought to be ſupported, though at that moment he was ignorant of 
the beſt means of doing it : However, government would gladl 
receive every information in order to dire them how the ad- 
vantages of what had been advanced might be preſerved to the na- 
tion, with due regard to the individual, 


The order was poſtponed to Friday March the 10th. 


Mr. Gx1rF1 TH moved that the order of the day, for going into 
the committee on the bill to explain and amend the act reſpecting 
the fees of eg rf acquitted of felony, ſhould be read; which be- 
ing done, he ſaid too much praiſe could not be beſtowed on the 
humanity that had originally dictated the bill. He would have 
taken notice of fees upon a late occaſion, but that as he had found 
himſelf (when he was drawing up the bill which he had lately the 
honour to preſent to the Houle reſpeCting gaols) quite unequal to 
this taſk, he would wiſh the gentlemen of the law department 
would in ſome meaſure aſſiſt him; He ſaid there were many me- 
lancholy inſtances of perſons acquitted of crimes, and others who 
bad ſuffered the penalty of the law by confinement, who, for 
want of money to diſcharge their fees, remain months, years, na 
even their whole lives in priſon. But he would mention one caſe 
in particular, which ſtruck him at that moment. There is, ſaid he, 
a this time in the gaol of Newgate, a man whoſe caſe deſerves 
compaſſion. He is a Swediſh ſailor, who was confined on the ſup- 
poſition of purloining fome of the cargo, but as the ſhip ſailed be- 
lore the trial, he was acquitted for want of evidence, and ordered 
to find bail for his good behaviour; but as he had no money to 
Uſcharge his fees, and cannot find ſecurity in a foreign, country, 
he cannot be liberated. He is above three months in priſon ſince 
lis acquittal, and perhaps may remain for life if his caſe is 
dot taken up. 
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I could wiſh, ſaid he, that the gentlemen would take this up, 
It is a ſcandal to our legiſlature, and they ought to be aſhamed to 
hear it. 


Mr. GaRDpINexR ſaid he rofe to ſet the honourable gentleman 
right in one particular, By the preſent law no perſons could 
be confined after their acquittal, and beſide the letting them 
out immediately produced many vagabonds, 


The SECRETARY or STATE faid that the laws were explicit 
enough on this ſubjeQ, but he was clear the gentlemen veſted with 
this power did not uſe it. Gentlemen ſay, ſaid he, that liberating 
them produces vagabonds. How can it be otherwiſe ? Can it be 
expected men contined fix or ſeven months among vagabonds, can 
be immediately able to act like innocent men? 

Some years ago the Britiſh legiſlature wiſely and humanely 
paſſed an act ſimilar to ours, for aboliſhing fees; a great outcry 
waz inſtantly raiſed againſt it—by whom? By a claſs of men who 
differed extremely in England fom the ſimilar claſs here—by 
Judges, clerks of the crown, and other officers, that wrung a cer- 
rain profit from miſery, 

Gentlemen, he laid, had done him the honour to attribute to his 
humanity the bill he had introduced for the purpole of diſcharging 
priloners acquitted, without fees; but though he thanked them, 
and allowed that a praiſe-worthy motive, he had a ſtronger induce- 
ment—a ſenſe of his duty, a regard to the ſpirit of the laws and 
conſtitution of his country. It was the principle both of law and 
- conſtitution to extend equal juſtice to every man, and that no n- 
nocent perſon ſhould ever ſuffer any puniſhment. 


The order was then poſtponed till Thurſday. 


* _ * _ 


Wepnesbay, Marcn 1, 1786. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole 
Houſe on the bill for confolidating into one law the different ach 
for paving, lighting and cleanſing the city of Dublin, 


U pon the clerks reading a clauſe, whereby the commiſſioners 
were to be empowered to ſummon before them all perſons accuſed 
of offending againſt the ad, and likewiſe all perſons who could 
give evidence touching any ſuch offence; and in caſe they refuſed 
or neglected to appear, to fine them for every ſuch neglect or re- 
fuſal, five pounds, and fo on de die in diem until they ſhould appear; 
alſo to fend to the houſe of correction, for three months, any per- 
ſon who ſhould treat with contempt the ſaid commiſſionets, or any 
of them, 


Mr. Ad N Es UE x ſaid as it is impoſſible that any amendment 0 
qualitication cf this clauſe can make it fit to be received by UW! 
Houſe, I ſhall move that it be expunged, 
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Sir Jou N BLaqQuiekt ſaid it was his intention to accommodate 
the bill to the opinion of gentlemen, for which purpoſe he had 
riſea to move himſelf for expunging the clauſe, having, with the 
aid of his learned friend [Mr. Charles O' Neil] drawn up one 
which would anſwer every purpoſe of the bill, and could give no 
poſſible offence. | | 

He could not, however, agree that the clauſe to be expunged 
deſerved the very hard character that had been given of it, both in 


cit this and a former day's debate. In a former debate it had been 
ith {aid that it ſhould not be ſuffered to be read in any country where 
Ing 2 ſpark of civil liberty exiſted z yet he could ſhew no leſs than ſe- 
de ven ſtatutes in which fimilar powers were given, particularly the 
can act conſtituting the board of governors of the Work-houſe. 

| The clauſe was ſtruck out, and a new clauſe inſerted, by which 
* the commiſſioners ate impowered to ſummon as in the former. 
cry 
vho Mr. Hayes propoſed that women might not be compelled to 
-by appear perſonally before the commitſioners, amongſt the lamp- 
cer lighters and rufhans of every deſcription, but that they might be 

allowed to appear by attorney. He thought nothing of men being 

| his compelled to go to the office, but women he would not be over 
zing fond of truſting amongſt. the commiſſioners themſelves, much leſs 
em, ſuch perſons as he had mentioned. | 
uce- He alſo declared his high approbation of the conduQ and exer- 
and tions of the commitſioners z they had, he ſaid, not only cleanſed 
and an Augean ſtable, but given light to drag Caucus trom his den; 


ind he hoped they would go on till they diſcovered the lamp of 
Aladin, which not only gave light, but riches, honour and power 
to its poſſeſſor. 


Mr. Ga DIN R moved to include the barony of Donore in the 
Intention of the bill. 


dit Jou BLAQUIERE reſiſted the motion. He ſtated that that 
batony had been included by tbe right honourable gentleman in the 
irit paving act, and that at the expence of the city he immediately 
got it paved; that Being once paved, in another act he got it ex- 
empted, and that it to this hour owed a debt of ſeven hundred 
pounds, which could not be collected on account of the poverty 
of its inhabitants. He declared he thought it would be the moſt 
flagrant act of injuſtice to apply the money raiſed on the citizens of 


hole 
ach 


onen 
cuſed 
could 


fuſed I Dublin to pave a place with which they had no more concern than 
or re- th the city of Cork z and as the inhabitants of Donore might, 
pea! 3 Vhenever they were inclined to pay for it, make a bargain with 
per. de commiſſioners to pave their ſtreets, he did not think- they la- 
x any boured under any hardſhip by being excluded from the operation of 


he preſent bill, 
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The committee divided upon admitting Donore, 
Ayes < 21 Noes - - 18 
The committee then agreed to report progreſs, and adjourned, 


+ bc. * tk 


Trvxsbay, Masch 2, 1788. 


Mr. Ho lues preſented a bill to eſtabliſh the buſineſs of x 
pawnbroker, and to authorize ſuch perſons as ſhall be duly quali 
fied to carry on the ſame, to lend money on pawns or pledges, and 
to receive intereſt at a higher rate than heretofore was recoverable 
by law; which was received and read the firſt time. 


The CHancerLor of THe ExcnHrqQuer preſented a bil 
for granting the ſum of 20,0001. to certain truſtees for diſtributing 
bounties, and promoting the ſeveral manufactures therein nan- 
ed; which was received and read the firſt time. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill to pro- 
mote the trade of Dublin, by making the port and harbour more 
commodious. 


Mr. BexesrorD propoſed ſeveral amendments, the principi 
of which was, the nomination of the new commiſſioners appointel 
for the future direQiion of the ballaſt and pilot offices, viz. 


The Right Hon, Lord Viſcount | Alderman George Sutton, 
Ranelagh, Alderman James Hamilton, 
The Right Hon. John Beresford, | Alderman William Alexander, 

The Right Hon. John Foſter, Robert Black, Eſq; 
The Right Hon. Sir John Par- Iſaac Weld, Eſq; 
nell, | Leland Croſthwaite, Eſq; 
The Right Hon, John Monck | John Patrick, Eſq; 
Maſon, Arthur Bryan, Eſq; and 
The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, | John Sandwich, Eſq. 
The Sheriffs fot the time being, | | 


Sir Edward NewenK Am ſaid that he was confident this bil 
would anſwer the ends propoſed ; that the harbour would be 
rendered more commodious, and ballaſt more eaſily and readily 
obtained. That the right honourable mover of it had framed i 
for the advantage of the trade of the city of Dublin. He had but 
one objeQion to it, which was, that it curtailed the rights of toe 
corporation of the city; but as there was no petition againſt it, he k 
ſuppoſed that the board of aldermen had got a ſuccedaneum for WF de N 
their qualms. | | | 


The bill, after a ſmall interruption to give time for the tnſer- 
tion of the clauſe, being gone through, was reported, and orde- 
ed to be engroſſed. 
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Mr. Gan DIN preſented a bill for the improvement of the 
principal avenues leading to the city of Dublin, which was re- 
ceived and read the firſt time. 
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Mr. Grone OcLe ſaid that out of compliment to his right 
honourable friend, he would not oppoſe it in its preſent ſtage z 
but as it was a bill to lay an intolerable tax on the citizens of 
Dublin, and upon the inhabitants of the counties of Wexford, 
Wicklow, Carlow, &c. who chiefly ſupplied the city with pro- 
viſions, it ſhould in every future ſtage of its progreſs have his 
moſt decided oppoſition, 


Mr. Gan ix ER anſwered, that the oppoſition given to his bill 
was becauſe it was not underſtocd, and he wiſhed that its diſcuſſion 
night be in one of the fulleſt houſes, 


A petition of the landholders in the county of Dublin, was pre- 
ſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the petitioners 
obſerve, by the votes of this honourable Houſe, that leave has been 
given to bring in a bill to erect turnpikes upon all the roads leadin 
to Dublin ; that petitioners apprehend, ſhould ſuch a bill baſs 
into a law, it would prove a moſt grievous and oppreſſive tax upon 
igriculture, and utterly deſtroy the roads of this county; that 
petitioners obſerve that wherever turnpikes have been eſtabliſhed, 
the roads are generally in a ruinous condition, while the roads 
that are under the management and controul of grand juries are 
kept in good repair; that petitioners therefore ſuppoſe the turn- 
pike ſyſtem ill adapted to this country, but they chearfully pay 
the grand jury aſſeſſments, having a confidence in that eſtabliſhed 
ad conſtitutional mode of levying and applying their money; 
that the farmers who hold lands adjacent to the roads made b 
preſentment have taken ſuch lands at an advanced rent, under a 
confidence that they never would be burdened with a turnpike 
ar; if therefore turnpikes ſhould be eſtabliſhed it will be impoſſi- 
ble for them to pay ſuch rents, as the produce of their lands com- 
ing to market, and the manure they draw from Dublin, will then 
be highly taxed z and therefore praying the Houle to take the 
piemites into conſideration, 


” ——— — * * CP — 


Faipay, MARCH 3, 1786. 


Mr. GzoxGe Poxsox nx preſented, a bill for continuing and 
mending ſeveral laws relating to his Majeſty's revenue, and for 
tne more effectually preventing of frauds therein, and for other 
Ne therein mentioned; which was received and read the 
rt time, 


| 


( 
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The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill for con- 


ſolidating into one law the different paving acts, Sir Richard 
Johnſton in the chair. 


Mr. LoxorIEUp obſerved, that on a former day he had pm. 
miſed to bring forward the ſubject of our trade to Portugal; az 
there was now a great number of members preſent, there could 
not be a more proper opportunity, and therefore he moved that 
the chairman ſhould report progreſs in the bill now before the 
committee, in order to make way for the Portugal buſineſs. 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER Oppoſed the mo- 
tion, upon the ground of no day having been fixed to debate the 
ſybje& propoſed z beſides, ſeveral! of the members who beſt un- 
der ſtood the ſubject were abſent, particularly the principal Secre- 
tary of State, and the Lord Lieutenant's Secretary [Mr. Orde]. 
He deſired that it might not be thought he wiſhed to avoid the 
queſtion, and promiſed to meet it at any appointed day. 


2 a diviſion there appeared for the chairman's leaving the 
5 | 
Ayes, — | 43 — Now — 79 


Tt was then agreed to bring the Portugal buſineſs forward next 
Thurſday. | : 


- The committee proceeded on the paving bill, and after ſome 
time ſpent therein reported progreſs. 


Mr. Luoyp moved that the Houſe do reſolve itſelf into a com- 


mittee of the whole Houſe on the bill for making Tullamore the 
ſhire town of the King's County. 


Mr. W. B. Ponsoxzy oppoſed the motion. He ſaid he con- 
ſidered the intention of the bill as an infringement on private pto- 


perty, which he was convinced the juſtice of the Houſe would 
never countenance. 


Upon putting the queſtion, there appeared for going into4 
committee pn the bill, 


Ayes, — 62 Noes, — 71 
Mr. GzoxGe PonsonBy then moved, that the Houſe will, 
on the firſt of September next, reſolve itſelf into a committee 0! 


the whole Houſe on the ſaid bill, which was carried without 4 
divihon,—The bill was therefore totally loſt. 


— — 


9 


SATURDAY, MARCH 4, 1786. 


A petition of the freeholders of the county of Dublin, ſignel 
by the ſheriff of the ſaid county, was preſented to the Houſe and 


D £-B A T2 ff 230 


read, ſetting forth that the petitioners are greatly alarmed left 
a bill or bills for placing of turnpikes on all the avenues leading to 
this city ſhould be adopted by the Houle, and patied into a law 
that the landholders of ſaid county do now pay a very heavy ceſs 
for the repair of the roads, and if a turnpike tax is to be ſuperad- 
ed to ſaid ceſs, it cannot ſail to operate to the diminution of the 
value of the lands taken at a high rent, on conſideration of being 
exempt from turnpikes; and, from the example of moſt turnpike 
roads in this kingdom, they apprehend that the avenues leading - 
to this city will be rendered much worſe; that laying an univet- 


o- ſal reſtraint upon the free communication between the county 
he and the city will check the cultivation of the land, and diſcourage 
Ins the induſtry of its inhabitants; that the petitioners conceive great 
te · hopes of the failure of ſaid bill or bills in the conſiſtency ot the 
el. Houſe, which has already fo frequently, in conformity to the 
the ſenſe of this county, rejected ſimilar attempts; and therefore 
praying that the 1aid bill or bills may not paſs into a law, 
the A petition of the tanners of Kinſale, on behalf of themſelves 


and all others the tanners and manufacturets of leather in Ireland, 
was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that the tan- 
nage and manufacture of leather in this kingdom has of late years 


15 rery greatly declined, and if not encouraged and protected by the 
Houſe will be ſoon totally loſt to this kingdom, whereby not only 
ome the petitioners and thoſe concerned in that trade will be reduced 
to the neceſſity of quitting the ſame, but alſo many other uſef «i 
_ and neceſſary branches of trade in which leather is worked up will 
the be much injured, and the price of the many articles manufactured 
with leather be greatly increaſed ; that the petitioners with con- 
cern ſee that the great exportation of our raw materials to all 
0h foreign countries, almoſt duty free, has greatly contributed to 
10 prevent the tanning buſineſs and manufacture of leather in this 
Wm 


kingdom, and has prevented the exportation of tanned leather 
from this country to foreign markets, inſomuch that the exporta- 
ito 2 tion thereof has decreaſed three parts out of four during the laſt ten 
years, compared with the next ten years preceding; that the peti- 
tioners beg leave to repreſent to the Houſe that the ſcarcity and 
dearneſs of oak bark in this kingdom is another cauſe of the great 
decline of the manufaQuure, the price whereof has very greatly 
eacreaſed theſe ſome years paſt, and prevented the petitioners 
from being able to procure a ſufficient quantity thereof for the 
tanning of their raw materials, on ſuch terms as to enable them 
and thoſe of the tanning trade to manufacture their goods either tor 
conſumption at home, or to ſend them to foreign markets on equal 
terms with other countries; that the petitioners, from the ſcat- 
city and dearneſs of bark in the y2ar 1785, were in great danger 
of being reduced to extreme difficulties and diſtreſs, and that had » 


ene 
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it not been for the coldneſs of that ſeaſon the raw materials then 
on the petitioners hands would have periſhed, they not being 
able to procure, on any terms, oak bark for ſaving the ſame; 
that the petitioners apprehend that the tannage and manufaQure 
of leather in this country may, under proper encouragement, be- 
come a branch of buſineſs of great — 2 to Ireland in gene- 
ral, as well as to the petitioners, who have embarked their entire 
ſubſtance therein, and ſpent their lives in the purſuit and improve- 
ment thereof; that the petitioners apprehend and believe that if 
an additional duty be laid on the exportation of raw materials 
from this kingdom into foreign countries, and a bounty granted 
on the importation of oak bark into this kingdom from America, 
the Eaſt Country, Germany, or other parts of the Continent of 
Europe, (from whence that article may be procured annually in 
any quantity for the ſupply of Iriſh tannage) together with a boun- 
ty on the exportation of manufactured leather, will aſſiſt our 
export of tanned leather, enable us to manufaQure our raw mate- 
rials, prevent foreigners having a ſupply of that fort of leather fit 
for their uſe, make Ireland the mart for ſaid goods, and neceſſitate 
foreigners to apply to us for our materials when manufactured, 23 
the green commodity they bring from hence is by far ſuperior to 
any they can ſupply themſelves with from other markets; that 
the petitioners apprehend and believe they would be able to regain 
from foreign nations this branch of trade if the Houſe ſhall be pleaſ- 
ed to take their caſe into conſideration, and paſs ſuch laws for 
their relief as to their wiſdom ſhall ſeem fit; and praying reliefi 


Mr. Gz1ye1Tu brought up the report from the committee of 
the whole Houſe, to whom was referred a bill for regulating the 
gaols and public priſons in this kingdom. „ 


Alderman Warren ſaid that ſo many clauſes had been intro- 
duced for appointing inſpectors, phyſicians, ſurgeons, apothe- 
caries and druggiſts, and ſo many alterations made in the original 
bill, for creating fo many uſeleſs and expenſive offices, that it 
zppeared to him to be quite a new bill; and he was therefore of 
opinion that the bill ſhould be recommitted, in order that geatle- 
men ſhould conſider it with ſome greater degree of attention. 


Mr. Garri expreſſed his aſtoniſhment at the honourable 
member's calling this a new bill, a bill that in every ſtage ws 
maturely confidered, and to which he himſelf had paid ſome atten- 
tion. Hecould ſee no reaſon for recommitting the bill. 


Mr. Homes ſaid that the bill now before the Houſe, was 
exactly the ſame as the one printed a year ago; it could not there- 
fore be properly called a new bill. | 


Mr. Mason ſpoke to the point of order. He ſaid the report | 


might be gone through and the bill engroſſed, and on the third 
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reading, whatever amendments gentlemen had to offer, might be 
then received. 


Mr. CuanLes O'Netr, moved, that 100l. a year be the ſalary 
of the inſpeor, inſtead of 6ol. 


The SepePAKER obſerved that the parliamentary rule was, that 
no burden could be laid on the ſubje& without firſt paſſing through 
a committee of the whole Houſe, and he was therefore not war- 
ranted to put any queſtion on the motion. 


On a motion of Lord Luttrell, the conſideration of the report 
vas poſtponed *till Monday. 


At the ſame time his Lordſhip moved a clauſe reſpecting the al- 
lowing a reaſonable ſalary to the keeper of the New Priſon, to be 
referred to a committee of the whole Houſe; and the clauſe was 
ordered to be taken into conſideration on Monday next. 


. Sir EDWARXD NEWENHAM moved that the petition of the free- 
It holders of the county of Dublin, ſhould be referred to the com- 
e nittee on the Malahide turnpike bill. 


” Mr. BezzsFoRD moved that it ſhould be read through, and 
_ then obſerved, that it did not relate to the Malahide bill, as it 
ſated a bill or bills for erecting turnpikes on all the avenues lead- 
n ing to the city of Dublin, and therefore he would oppoſe its being 
bs referred to tat committee. 


Sir EDwARD NEweENnam contended that the freeholders . 
of meant it againſt the Malahide as well as all other turnpikes; that 
he the right honourable member knew the contents of it better than, 
be did, as it was only at that inſtant delivered to him by the high 
beriff, and conſequently he had not a moment to read it. 


0 The Houſe went into a committee on the Malahide turnpike, 
aol bil, Sir Hugh Hill in the chair. 


; dir EDWARDNRWENUHAM moved that the petition from tho 
: of landholders of the barony of Coolock ſhouid be read. 


The petition was read throughout, 


ble dir ED]WAůDVʒ NeweExnaM ſlated, that it was an oppreſſive 
—_ bill; it taxed a ſet of induſtrious farmers in the barony of Coolock 
en- in a moſt partial manner; that thoſe farmers were men of charac- 


ter, and worked hard to pay the heavy rents of their lands. He 
alſo ſtated, that it would treble their preſent burdens. Will you, 
laid he, tax the honeſt and induftrious farmer to ſupport extra- 
Y2gance ? Can gentlemen expect to get their rents, if they oppreſy 
the landholder? He faid that ic was abſurd to paſs a bill to make 
| {turnpike for only eight miles to a town that was not a thorough- 
bird ue; ſuch a bill was never before introduced into parliament— 
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parliament might paſs it, but grand juries of the county would 
never correſpond with turnpike truſtees on the ſubje d of public 
money, one being on their oaths, and the other not.—Did gen- 
tlemen wiſh to annihilate the yeomanry of Ireland ?—He aid that 
this act was ſo oppreſſive, that it muſt be repealed. —That gen- 
tlemen of fortune might indulge themſelves in their whims, but 
it was cruel to haraſs the induſtrious farmers.— That the farmers 
were the principal ſupporters of the ſtate. Impoveriſh them, ſaid 
he, and you will raiſe the price of the neceſſaries of life, I hi 
bill cannot ſtand; its demetits muſt repeal it. He ſtated the ad- 
ditional tax it would be; on ſome farmers twelve pounds, on 
others ten pounds, and ſeveral muſt pay ſeven pounds a ycar ad- 
ditional tax. 


Lord LuTTRELL ſupported the objections made by the ho. 
nourable knight, and ſaid he ſhould oppoſe this bill, as he found 
it was againſt the inclination and wiſhes of the inhabitants of that 
part of the country. 


The bill was ſupported by Mr. Richard Anneſley and Mr. Be- 
resford, on the principle that it was but fair that thoſe perſons 
who breakup a road ſhould pay for repairing it. 


Sir EDWAAD NwWIN UA moved that the chirman do now 
leave the chair. 


On the queſtion being put, it paſſed in the negative without 
a diviſion. 


Sir Francis HurchHINSsON moved, that the words “ and 
Swords“ be expunged, which was accordingly done. 

He then moved a proviſo, that no turnpike ſhould be ereQd 
on the road from Dublin over Ball ybough-bridge to Clontat, 
which was accordingly inſerted in the bill. 


Went through the bill with amendments, and the report wa 
ordered to be received on Monday. 


Sir EDWaRDb NewENHAM gave notice that he would op- 
pole the bill on its third reading. 


The bill for continuing and amending ſeveral laws relating io 
his Majeſty's revenue, and for the more effectually preventing o 
frauds tliercin, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned, un 
read a ſecond time. 


Mr. STeEwarxT (of Killymoon) ſaid he found himſelf diſap- 
pointed in this bill. He expected that the obnoxious clauſes con. 
plained of fo very juſtly in che preſent revenue bill would be || 
out in this; one part was extremely ſevere, which was that 99 
traverſe ſhould lie againſt a preſentment, When the bill was i! 
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eommittee, the proper ſtage for debate, he would propoſe ſome 
alteration. 


Mr. Groxce MonTGomeRy decclared he ſhould give the bill 
the moſt decided oppoſition. He ſaid it went to invade the rights 
of the ſabje&, and to ſubvert the conſtitution z and he thought it 
ſome what ſtrange, that at a time when due attention is recom- 
mended from the throne," t'.at the ſervants of the crown ſhould 
frame acts, tending to irritate inſtead of conciliate the people. 
This bill, he ſaid, particularly affected the power of grand jurics, 
that great bul ark of our conſtitution. 


Sir FxAN CIS HUTCHINSON faid he ſhould propoſe an altera- 
tion in the clauſe, obliging grand juries to preſent tines for unli- 
cenſed ſtills; which was, that the judge of aſſize ſhould be 
impowered to impoſe the fine, and the grand jury be totally 
exempted from that obligation, 


It was agreed that the bill ſhould. be committed for Wedneſday 
next, 


Monday, Maxcn 6, 1786. 


Mr. Al cock preſented a bill for building a bridge over the river 
Sur, at Waterford z which was received and read a firſt time. 


The CHANCE1.LOR OF THE ExcHEQUER ſaid that before he 
ſhould move the Houſe to enter into a committee on the bill for 
granting 20, oool. for the improvement of the manufactures of this 
tingdom, he would, as it was juſt and proper the Houſe ſhould be 
listed that the like ſum granted laſt year had been duly applied, 
move that a committee be appointed to enquire into the expendi- 


E of 20, oool. granted laſt year for the improvement of manu- 
aQures, 


A ſhort converſation aroſe on the ſubject of the grant, between 
Mr. Corry and Mr. Holmes. 


Mr. Cox uV lamented that no part of this grant had operated but 

in the ſouthern parts of this kingdom, and that not one northern 

member's name was to be found among thoſe appointed as a board 
the management of the bounties. 


Mr. Hou ves, on the other hand, obſerved that this money being 
pnncipally intended to promote the weollen manufactures, naturaily 
&ttled in the wool counties; and that it was with pleafure he in- 


formed the Houſe their grant of laſt tethon had the happieſt opera- 
tion, 


The committee was accordingly nominated, 
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Mr. Foxsrs.—On the day that the report was made from the 
committee of ſupply, a right honourable friend of mine made 
2 motion that if the taxes of laſt year, to the amount of 140,000). 
were to be continued, it would be neceſſary for government 
to reſtrain their expences to their income. This motion, though 
obviouſly neceſſary, was oppoſed by gentlemen on the ſide of ad. 
miniſtration, under the pretence that circumſtances might ariſe 
Which would make it improper, and even dangerous for parliament 
to ſet limits to the expences of government, Theſe arguments, 
though eafily confuted, were however urged with that ſucceſi 
which uſually attends the arguments from that fide of the Houſe, 
and conſequently the motion failed. I then called upon gentlene 
who declined to eſtabliſh a general ſyſtem of ecsnomy, that they 
would at leaſt adopt part of its detail, but they obſerved 2 firs 
flence. The Chancellor of the Exchequer, indeed, declared his 
wiſhes, while he lamented his total inability, to ſtop profuſion, 
From theſe circumſtances I have conſidered it the duty of every 
member of parliament, who is a friend to economy, to take a part 
in reſtraining the profuſion of public money, eſpecially as the 
penſion lift is at preſent 95,000l. per annum, without including 
military penſions, of which 75,5001. has been added this ſeſſion, 
Surely this exceſs, ſo extravagant in its nature and rapid in its pro- 
grefs, challenges the immediate attention of the Houſe. This 
evil appears to be advancing with an authority and boldneſs as if 
it was a property of the Iriſh conſtitution, when in reality it is a 
abuſe of its government. When I propoſed that no perſon hold- 
ing a place or penſion at the will of the crown ſhould be capable 
ef fitting in this Houſe, gentlemen ſeemed to think that fuch 
a motion, ſhould it be carried, would infringe on the rights and 
prerogative of the crown. I have no ſuch intention, and to prove 
that | have not, I ſhall ſeparate the queſtion of economy from the 
queſtion of prerogative altogether—the rights of the crown ſhall 
not be involved in what i ſhall propole—l ſhall proceed by 
low degrees in the reform I truſt I ſhall obtain, nor is it my defre 
to hurt gentlemen who are unfortunately on the penſion liſt ; on 
the contrary, 1 with to ſhew them every mark of regard and petſo- 
nal reſpect. Far be it from me to excite in the minds of gentlemen 
any diſtreſs ful queſtion. I do not with to aggravate the misfortune 
of the penſioner during plealure, who is dependent on the prect 
rious bounty of every man, whom the caprice of fortune, or the 


ſtruggle of party in England, may erect into a miniſter 0 


Ireland; the meaſures I ſhall take ſhall not be novel, they ball be 
ſanQihed either by the precedent of the Engliſh or Iriſh parliament, 
He then proceeded to ſhew that in the year 1757, when the at» 
nual charge of penſions amounted to no more than 45,0001. a rel0- 
lacion had unanimouſlly paſſed that Houſe, that paying ſo great? 
An in penſions was an imptovident diſpoſition of the public rev: 
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nue, and a grievance which ought to be tedreſſed. What then, 
demanded he, ought to be the vote of the Houſe in 1785, when the 
penſion liſt is 95,0001, per annum, when it even exceeds the whole 
amount of all the charges of the civil eſtabliſhment. But the pen- 
fon liſt has encreaſed in proportion as the very cauſes which ſhould 
have operated to its diminution have encreaſed. In 1757, the pa- 
tronage of the crown was nothing to what it is at preſenc—the in- 
creaſe of ſalaries—the increaſed number of judges, with their 
increaſed ſalaries—the eſtabliſhment of a ſtamp-office, ſeveral 
other eſtabliſhments, civil and military—the bringing home of em- 
ployments and dignities, both in church and ſtate, formerly held 
by abſentees ; theſe circumſtances made it leſs neceſſary for the 
crown to encreaſe the penſion liſt, for at this period one would 
conceive that the patronage of the crown was extended to a degree 
ſufficient to ſatisfy the moſt rapacious of its ſervants, or the moſt 
profuſe of its miniſters. In 1757, many reaſons exiſted which 
might warrant a penſion liſt of 45,0001, but which could not, in 
dz, be brought to excuſe a liſt of 95, oool.— In the year 1757 
there was a redundancy in the ne, of 240, oool. the country 
was not burdened with taxes, many ſources of revenue wete un- 
touched; whereas, in 1785, every thing but the immediate 
neceſſaries of life, and the land, was taxed, and the nation owed 
a debt of more than two millions The penſions of Ireland, he 
obſerved, exceeded the penſions of England: Upon what ground 
could this be juſtified ? Were the revenue, the commerce, the 
reſources of Ireland greater than thoſe of England ? Was the 
number of perſons who deſerved reward in Ireland greater than 
thoſe who deſerved reward in England ? No. If not, could any 
man ſay that penſions were granted with any other intention than 
to overturn the independence of the parliament of Ireland. It 
was idle, he ſaid, to talk of an independent parliament, whoſe 
members received wages from the crown; it was not iu human na- 
ture, for ſo long as the hope of reward, and the fear of receiving 
injury, would operate upon the mind of man, ſo long would pen- 
hons given to members of parliament be able to ſway them from 
their duty. A penſioner is but a man, and until the mini ſter could 
exempt him from the common condition of humanity, he muſt be 
influenced by his penſion. 

He further obſerved that the great ſecurity of the Britiſh conſti- 
tution, and its peculiar excellence, depended on that ballance 
which ought to ſubſiſt between the three eſtates z that by mutually 
checking each other, that ballance could only be preſerved. But 
the Houſe of "Commons could not controul the power of the 
crown while its members were dependent on the crown during 
pleaſure, This had been the principle in Britain, on which the 
law for diſabling penſioners, during pleaſure, or for a term of years, 
from ſitting in the Houſe of Commons, had been founded ; it was 


238 PARLIAMENTARY 


a a principle, a condition by which the king held his crown, and the 
proteſtant ſucceſſion had been ſecured to the houſe of Hanover hy 
the act of ſettlement ; and if ſuch a principle was not adopted in 
Ireland, and eſtabliſhed as a law, in a ſhort time it was to be feared 
a moſt complete ſyſtem of deſpotiſm would be eſtabliſhed. 

He alſo oblerved that the lift of penſions lately granted exempl. 
fied the moſt wanton profuſion, for the miniſter had granted addi. 
tional penſions to members of the Houſe of Commons, who were 
before dependent on the miniiter by enjoying penſions during 
pleaſure. He was aſtoniſhed when he firſt heard that a miniſter had 
recommended to Englith government members for penſions, why 
enjoyed already penſions during pleaſure, and he could accoun 
for it in no other manner but this—that the preſent Iriſh miniſter 
was determined to adapt his politics to a maxim of Hudibras, ei- 
preſſed in theſe lines: 


What makes all doQrines plain and clear, 
% About three hundred pounds a year; 

« And theſe, which were full plain before, 
« Obſcure again,—three hundred more!“ 


Therefore, though great prodigality was piſplayed in the hf 
liſt of penſions, he was for a time in ſome meafure reconciled to 
it, under a perſuaſion that the oſtenſible miniſter in granting thoſe 
penſions was purſuing the maxim of Hudibras, which, ex ttaordi- 
nary as it might appear, would prove beneficial to this country; 
for it preſaged that the miniſter intended to hold doQtrines directly 
the reverſe of choſe he had held ſince the commencement of his ad- 
miniſtration, and to purſue a ſyſtem diametrically oppolite to that 
which he had purſued ſince he had been placed at the helm of the 
Iriſh government; and he added that he was certain that by ſuch 
means only the oſtenſible miniſter could gain the confidence of the 
people ot Ireland, or render ſervice to the kingdom of Ireland, 
But from the late conduct of the miniſter, he ſaid, he now 
was convinced that the only object of adminiſtration, in granting 
many of the penſions in the laſt liſt, was to eſtabliſh a bold and 
unprincipled ſyſtem of expence in this country—to proclaim 
to every gentleman, who was inclined to attach himſelf to miniſtry, 
that minitterial, and not public ſervice, was the beſt recommen- 
dation to public bounty z and that every conſideration of public 
economy thould yield to the importunity of individual demand. 

He concluded with exhorting gentlemen of all ſides, and of all 
ranks, to reprobate the increaſe of penſions. To ſuch gentlemen 
as held penſions, he ſaid it was their intereſt to oppoſe the increale 


of the liſt, leſt overdoing the matter, it ſhould ſoon become ſo in- 


tolerable as to be utterly aboliſhed. To gentlemen who deſired to 
promote the trade and commerce of their country, he obſerved 
that commerce and trade muſt fink under the weight of tale 
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zeceffary to ſuſtain the liſt, and he warned landed gentlemen to 
conſider, ere too late, that the extravagance of miniſters, having 
exhauſted every other ſource, muſt at laſt faſten upon their eſtates. 
— — He called on gentlemen of the landed intereſt not to content 
themſelves with having refifted the attack made on the conſtitution 
on the 12th of Auguf laſt. Their ſpirits were great, their ſer- 
vices ſignal on that day; but they ſhould not ſtop there, they 
ſhould endeavour to ſecure the conſtitution from future attacks. 
The miniſter of England lately attempted to raife fortthcations, 
which would have been inſufficient and ineffectual round the 
ſource of England's ſecurity.— Let the members of the Iriſh 
Houſe of Commons reprove him by the example of a better con- 
duct, by adopting and paſling into a law the proviſions deviſed 
and enacted by the guardians of the Britiſh liberties at the revolu- 
tion; let them draw lines of circumvallation, and erect effectual 
fortifications around Ireland's only fecurity—the independence of 
her parliament. In the debate on Mr. Conolly's motion, the minifter 
in effect referred it to this Houſe, whether a ſyſtem of economy 
ſhould be adopted or not: He in effect ſaid, ** my economy 
muſt originate in your ſelf-denial. In the act at preſent exiſting 
lat in England for diſabling penſioners during pleaſure, or for terms 
d to of years, from fitting in the Houſe of Commons, it is ſtated in the 
hoſe {WWpreamble, “that it is for the ſupport of the honour of the Houſe 
rdi- e Commons.” I truſt that the Iriſh Commons will prove them- 
ſelves equally attached to the ſupport of their honour, and 
equally zealous on every ſubje& in any degree connected with the 
raintenance of their dignity, By adopting a meaſure of- ſelf- 


that Neenial on the ſubject of penſions, as far as reſpedts members of the 

f the ouſe of Commons, we eſtabliſh a character in the nation which 

= mil procure us a greater degree of influence than we ever poſ- 
the 


led—an influence the moſt extenſive and operative, as founded 
in the ſolid baſis of public confidence. 

He then moved the Houſe to reſolve, ** that the preſent appli- 
ton and amount of penſions on the civil eſtabliſhment, are a 
nevance to the nation, and demand redteis.“ 


Mr. Baow x low ſeconded the motion. 


men- The CuANXcELLON or Tue Excuequer.—The honourable 
public Peatleman has ſtated the bad effects of the abuſe of the power in 
ind. de crown to grant penſions, and which, if the abuſe was admitted, 
| of all ody could deny; but reaſoning as he has done, he has drawn 
lemen WW &duQion that the preſent adminiſtration have abuſed this power 
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a deduction by no means warranted by any fact. — Sit, the ac- 
Wunts of the aft year paſſed through the committee of accounts 
bout any animadverſion, and the committee of {ſupply provid- 
tor the current year without demur. If the former year's 
Pence had been deemed too great, the committee was the place 
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to reduce it ; if it was not, I cannot think that the addition which 
has ſince been made, warrants the preſent reſolution, 

A gentleman has ſpoke much of corruption. Has any part 


the conduct of this parliament juſtified ſuch diſcourſe ? Has the 
conduct of adminiſtration juſtified it? If not, it is unwarrantable, 
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The government which has been charged by the honourable ger. 
tleman has granted the increaſe of the penſion liſt almoſt whollyz 
the defire of parliament z they have given nothing to abſentee; 
bave brought no followers, no relations of their own to quart 
upon us, but with a princely liberality ſpend their own money 
here, while whatever favour they have beſtowed is almoſt all x 
the defire of parliament, and where no man can ſay it has been 
miſapplied. 3 
It is ſaid 7500l. has this year been added to the liſt : Of that 
— 3000l. was for the noble peer who formerly, with ſo much 
onour to himſelf and advantage to the public, filled that chair; 
conſiderable portion of the remainder is for the ſupport of the anci 
ent and illuſtrious noble families of this country, whoſe dignity 
the nation cannot ſuffer to ſink without a loſs of her own. In 1 
word, the reſt is ſo very inconſiderable that it cannot warrant the 
ſeverity of the honourable gentleman's motion; I ſball therefore 
vote againſt it. E 


Mr. BxownLow.—The honourable member who made the 
motion has uſed arguments that are unanſwerable, otherwiſe the 
ability of the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt would 
have ſurely given him an anſwer. I allow it is neceſſary to 

ovide for the honourable ſupport of government, but econony 
4 alſo neceſſary, and every head of expence ſhould be ſtrifly at 
tended to. Economy was earneſtly recommended to the Britil 
parliament in the ſpeech from the throne, and I believe the mini- 
ter of England is ſincere in his profeſſions of a deſire to huſband 
and manage the reſources of his country; why a different cot- 
duct ſbould be followed here I cannot account for, but by ſup- 

ſing that the controul of England over us being aboliſhed, ſbe 
Feeks again the ſubjeQion of this kingdom in a more invidiow 
way, by reducing us to poverty, well knowing that poverty pro- 
duces dependence. 

Though taxes are felt by all ranks, yet the people pay chearfull 
what is obviouſly for their benefit; but when the public treaſute 
laviſhed, no wonder that taxes are paid with diſcontent, Forme! 
a redreſs of grievances uſed to precede the ſupplies, but now tif 
application of the ſupply is to prevent grievances from being * 
dreſſed. 

1 am ready to allow that there ought to be a power in tit 
crown to reward merit. Where perſons have long continued i 


render ſervices to the ſtate, they ought to retire with honour al 
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with competence. I grant alſo that the ancient illuſtrious nobility 
of the country ſhiguld not be ſuffered to fall from their dignity, 
through the mere decline of fortune, where their own conduct is 


virtuous and honourable z but when penſions are laviſhed, I am 
unwilling to ſay on whom 


My honourable friend has ſtated to the Houſe the reſolution of 
1757 3 if he had not, I ſhould have mentioned it, being one of the 


few members that have continued in parliament from that time to 
the preſent period, 


hough we pay the penſions, they are granted for the ſervice of 


Great Britain: Their policy is to keep us poor, and apply the 
ſpoils of this country to their own advantage. The miſſionaries of 


England take ſpecial care that economy ſhall never be introduced 
amongſt us. 


The word is never heard from them but when ſome 
work for the benefit of this kingdom is to be undertaken, or ſome of 


our manufactures are to be encouraged z then, and then only, 
we hear of economy. 


For my own part I am totally independent of miniſters and of 
party— 1 have no object in view but the welfare of the country, 
and therefore I vote in ſupport of the motion, 


Sir HexcuLes LAN GRNISsUE ſpoke againſt the reſolution. His 
argument was pointed to prove the unreaſonableneſs of imputin 
to the preſent government any extravagance in the ſmall increaſe 


| which they had made in the penſion lift. He reminded the Houſe 


that the mark of national gratitude and affeQion which had been 
deſtowed on the family of the revered Burgh was at the deſire of 
that Houſe—a ſmall ſacrifice, indeed, made at the tomb of a de- 
ceaſed patriot. —He reminded the Houſe alſo that it was under 
their authority 3oool. penſion was given to the late Speaker, who 
had ſo well earned that tribute of a nation's eſteem. He called 
to their recollection, that with their approbation- and conſent 
a penſion had been granted to bring home an office of great 
importance to the kingdom; and after all the penſion liſt, he ſaid, 
in forty years had but doubled, while the hereditary revenue had 
multiplied ten fold. In that liſt was to be ſeen a conſiderable ſum 
payable to the royal family, 2000l. a year to Lord Rodney, and 
in general the penſions were unexceptionable, though ſome 
{mall ones might have been granted by miniſters on unfounded 
claims; but he defired to know, if within a few years that Houle 
lad granted no conſiderable ſums — 1 0 that Houſe 
made no miſapplication of public money? That it had it could 


not be denied. but there was no cenſure due for ſuch wiſtakes g 
was the nature of man to be ſometimes miſtaken, 

As to what had been ſaid of general extravagance, he ſhould give 
ut one antwer, and that was, that the expenditure of 1785 was 


leis than 1984 by 45,0001, wy parliamentary grants had not 
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been made to the amount of 1 30,0001. it would have been by thy 
ſum ſtill lower, | 

An honourable gentleman, ſaid he, has ſpoke of an intention of 
reviving what he calls that pernicious meaſure, the commercial ad. 
Juſtment. I do not think it a pernicious meaſure, though I nere 
ſaid it would be revived, I ſpoke of its reſutrection on ſurmiſe— 
I exprefſed a pious wiſh that there might come a general call, and 
I faid I believed it would find favour if ever a day of judgment 
ſhould come in this Houſe, 


Mr. Haxpy faid that the mode of reaſoning adopted by the 
right honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, was exceed. 
ingly curious and original: He had not attempted in the flightef 
degree to meet the general principle contained in the motion; he 
had on the contrary admitted it in its fulleſt extent; he admitted 
that there was a great abufe in the penſion liſt, but that notwith- 
ſtanding that abute, he would vote againſt the motion, b-cauſeit 
went to criminate the prefent adminiſtration. So that although 
this adminiſtration had contributed to the increaſe of the penſon 
iſt, yet as they were nat fo criminal as their predeceſſors, they 
were therefore entitled to the applauſe of the country, Suck 
was the defence ſet up by the right honourable gentleman, and 
ſuch was his oppoſition to the motion. Another gentleman [Sir 
Hercules Langriſhe} had ſaid that it was improper to adopt ſuck 
a refolution at the preſent, without ſome previous enquiry-—vith- 
out ſome previous acknowledgment of the fact, that the applica- 
tion of the penſion liſt had been in many inſtances improper—e: if 
any inveſtigation was neceflary to prove what every one admitted 
to be true—that the penſion Hſt here amounted to five thouſand 
unds a year more than the penſion liſt in England, and that to 
ſtow penſions on members of the Houſe of Commons during 
pleaſure, was not conſiſtent with the genius of the ſpirit of the 
conſtitution.— Another right honourable gentleman had exclaind 
_ againſt the motion, as tending to diflreſs the crown and deprive 
it of the power of rewarding ſome very reſpeQable and deſen- 
ing objects. This was indeed very ſplendid and ſpecious talking 
and to thoſe who were ignorant and choſe to continue ſo, it wi 
certainly a very impoſing language. But who wiſhed to depnit 
the crown of the means of rewarding a faithful ſubject? Lord 
Rodney, and that excellent character, the late Chief Baron Burg, 
had been mentioned, as if the motion in the moſt remote degree 
glanced either at the one or the other, The object and tendency 0 
fuch talking, for argument it was not, was too palpable, 100 
obvious to be miſtaken, and the groſſneſs cf ſuch artiſice renderd 
any comment unneceſſary, To deprive the miniſter of the mei 
of rewarding ſome of his faithful ſervants was indeed to be wiſhed 
but to wage war with the generoſity of the crown, to oppoſe 
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injurious and ſullen parſimony to acknowledged public ſervices, 

to inſtitute a peevich and indelicate enquiry into the circumſtan- 

ces and ſituation of thoſe who had perhaps known better days, 

who had no ſeat in parliament, nor ever aſpired to one, and 

who were as innocent, as innoxious with regard to the calamities 
of their country as they could poſſibly be; it was not to ſuch 
| objects the prelent motion by any means looked to, He dwelt 
upon this for ſome time, and faid, that neither he or his 
honourable friend could be ſo far duped by any atfeQed diſplay 
of 2 ſuperior regard for the rights of the crown, as to con- 
found the deſerving with the undeſerving; a penſion which had 
been nobly earned perhaps, and which the crown had nobly be- 
ſtowed, with a penſion which importunate uniform ſervility had 
extorted from the miniiter, and which the voice of the people was 
equally uniform in its reprobation of, He then took a curſory 
view of the penſion lift, and ſaid, that though in general he to- 
tally diſapproved it, yet there were ſome few penſions which met 
his entire concurrence : He took notice of the penſion granted to. 
Lord Perry, and after having paid him many complimea:s, and 


Ie) dane juſtice to the manner in which that penſion was obtained, he 
ch touched on that which was given to Lord Weſtmeath, of whom he 
and ſpoke in terms of high reſpect, and ſaid, that with regard to his 
[9 penſion, as well as the former, he had only to lament the uncer- 
ach tainty of their tenures, for they were both during pleaſure. He 
"ti WY then came to the penſion granted to Lord Kinſale—a penſion, he 
* fad, ſo moderate, and given as it was, to a deſcendant of one of 


wr the firſt houſes in Europe, it was utterly impoſlible for him not 
= to give his moſt unqualined aſſent to; and after having dwelt on 


ny de propriety, the d elicacy, the juitice of placing the ancient and 
at 1 BY noble families of this country, who from a variety of circumſtan= 
uri" ces, not by their own miſconduct, were ſinking into decay, 
f „5 In an honourable independence of the crown, he concluded 
_ ui yon of his ſpeech with oblcrving, that no country thould 
55 pay ſo generous an attention to its ancient nobility as Ireland, 


for if the peerage continued to eacreale as it had for ſome time 


15 pat, Ireland would be apt totally to forget its few old peers in its 
a = admiration of its new ones. But as to members of the Houle of 
Fab Commons having penſions duting pleafure, he ſaid, he would in 


ky ſituation proteſt againſt itz ſuch an application of the public 
ney was ſcaudalous, and in ever, reipect utterly and com- 
pleatly unwarrantable. 

He then, as he ſaid, to ſhew the totally different ſentiments 
at prevailed in Ireland and England, with regard to the granting 
public money in penſions, entered into an account of the pen- 
or of 3000!, a year granted to the late Lord Cuatham, and atter 
Wing enlarged on the otilliancy of his ſervices, as a great ſtateſ- 
and incotrupt ſenator, he taid, that it was by no means un- 
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common in Ireland to give, not perhaps zoool. but a conſiderabſe 
part of that ſum to a member of parliament, in every reſpec the 
reverſe of Lord Chatham—to a member whoſe ſole and pro- 
mulgated object in going into parliament at all was, without any 
regard, not to the conſtitution merely (for ſuch a term had to 
him no meaning whatſoever) but without even that decent regard 
to his own name now and hereafter, which every man owes t9 
. himſelf, to reſign to the miniſter on the beſt terms, and with 23 
much celerity as he poſſibly could, his uniform, tranquil, ſtupie 
vote, to be given at all times and at all ſeaſons, on a queſtion d 
the utmoſt indifference, or of the utmoſt importance to his coun- 
try- Or if the penſion did not ariſe from ſuch wretched compli. 
ances, it arofe perhaps from ſome ſuppoſed fufferings, or ſom: 
ſervices overpaid with ſix or ſeven hundred a year, but which tle 
lying ſpirit of jobbing in Ireland would blazon as ſcarcely recom- 
penſed with double that ſum. Theſe were grievances, he ſaid, 
of which Ireland had indeed juſt reaſon to complain; it was this 
profligate wicked waſte of the public money which created ſuch 
aſtonithment in the minds of people at the other ſide of the water, 
whenever Iriſh affairs were the fubjet of their converſation, not 
did they (and with perfect juſtice in his opinion) ſo much find 
fault with any perſon in the right honourable Secretary's ſituation 
for granting tuch penſions, as they condemned the gentlemen of 
Ireland for their culpable, unaccountable acquieſcence in ſuch 
enormous additions to the public burdens. But ſuch grievance 
were to be tolerated, certainly not to be remedied, whilſt affain 
were conducted in the manner they were ; or to expreſs himſel 
with more precifion, whilſt many of the repreſentatives of the 
people acted in every inſtance of this nature, as if they wer 
conducting, not the affairs of a great kingdom, but a paltry pu- 
vince, never permitting a queſtion of that ſort to be met fairly ot 
its principle, but ſuffering local perfonal regards, their mere pi. 
vate affections, to ſteal their attention from a juſt conſideration d 
it. The amiable qualities of the nation, its tenderneſs, goo 
nature and generoſity fought againſt it on ſuch queſtions as thele; 
and whilſt one gentleman, acting certainly for his friend, but! 
direct hoſtility to the country, takes another aſide, and fays!9 
him, you cannot think of voting for ſuch a queſtion, you muk 
not think of it, if you do, you may be the means of ruining my be 
friend, or ſuch a perſon's beſt friend 3“ whilſt ſuch language 
addreiled to one's feelings, it might indeed diſarm the patriotii 
of an individual, but at the ſame time it eventually diſame 
the public, He urged this point particularly, and having exp! 
ated for ſome time on the limited politics, the paltry and unc 
ſtitutional ſyſtem of fuffering private regards totally to of 
whelm every public conſideration in this country, he obſerved, tix 
if the diſtinction between thoſe who were bribed, and thoſe . 
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were penſioned was juſt, and he thought it was, namely, that 
thoſe who took a bribe (as it was given for a particular job) were 
dav-labourers, and penſioners {for a penſion was a continued 
bribe) were domeſtic ſervants, he muſt conſider the gentlemen in 
that Houſe who were penſioners for years, and who were in fact 
the domeſtic ſervants of the miniſter, as being in a ſituation exactly 
the reverſe of all other ſervants in the world, for they never were 
diſcharged except for their good behaviour. He then appealed to 
the generoſity of the Houſe, whether it would be proper to coun- 
tenance any miniſter in ſuch a derifion of all public virtue? Whe- 
ther they would ſuffer a man who had perhaps deſerved well of 
the public, and who wiſhed to be of ſome permanent utility to 
the community, to live a precarious dependant on the miniſter z 
and having painted the feelings which might be ſuppoſed to ariſe 
in the breaſt of ſuch a man, where his principles led him on ſuch 
a queſtion as this to take one path, and his dread of offendinz 
the miniſter might lead him to take another, of his being in 
id the Argus of his own mind, repelling and perhaps with 
teluctance, repelling every public-ſpirited feeling which belonged 
to his nature, leaſt ſome caſual, ſome momentary, ſome obli- 
vious deviation from habitual ſervility ſhould ſubject him to the 
frown of the miniſter, and plunge him into poverty and diſtreſs ; 
He aſked if it was any diminution of the royal prerogative to 
reſcue ſuch a man from ſuch a ſtate ? Was it accomling with the 
benignity of the royal mind to ſuffer an honourable man to draw 
2 precarious ſubſiſtence, at the mercy of thoſe who had, perhaps, 
nd honour? If a man deſerved well of the public, if he merited 
either the national or the royal bounty, in whatever ſtream that 
bounty flowed to him, whether a contracted or an ample one, let 
it only be fixed and permanent. If he was a deſerving object, why 
ſhould not he be made eaſy for life? If he was not a deſeri- 
ing object, why ſhould he be placed on the penfion lift at all? In 
one word, let gentlemen attend to the plain language of the con- 
fütetion 3 and what was that? That penfions during pleaſure, 
and paid by the crown to members of that Houſe, were perfectly 
conſiſtent with that real freedom which members of parliament 
bould at all times exerciſe in the diſcuſſion of great national queſ- 


"bl done! No man, however ignorant, however ſervile, could in 
y be tie face of parliament maintain ſuch a monſtrous abſurdity and 
guage adood. The reſolution moved for, was in fact a ſelf-evident 


propoſition, and he was aſhamed of having dwelt on it fo long. 


Mr. Mas ox ſaid that he ſhould take up the time of the Houſe 
with only a ſingle obſervation on the ſubjeR ; that he had then in 
lis hand the liſt of penſions, printed by erder of the Houſe, which 
ſpecified the amount of penſions in every year, from the year 
1726 to the firſt of the preſent month; that he had examined this 
Kcount with the utmoſt attention, but could diſcern no circum- 
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ſtance that ſhould call upon the Houſe to expreſs their diſapproba- 


tion of the preſent amount of penſions, in ſo ſtrong a reſolution, — 
He ſaid that the gentleman who moved it had ſtated to the Houſe 
a- compariſon between the preſent amount of penſions and the 
amount of penſions in the year 1757; but as the circumſtance 


of this country were totally changed within that interval of ine. 
and-twentv years, he did not think that a very juſt compariſion 
could be drawn between two periods fo diſtant from each other, 
and ſhould therefore beg leave to ſubmit to the Houſe a compar 
tive ſtote of the amount of penſions at the preſent time, and ata 
period leſs remote, the year 1577, when, to the beſt of his recol- 


lection, there was a very intereſting debate on that ſubject. 


He ſtated, that in the year 17% the penſions amounted to 
88,2451. that the preſent amount of penſions was 95,8841. and 
A very conſiderable 
increaſe he ſhould acknowledge, if the whole of it were ta he 
placed to the account of government; but he aſſerted that three 
* in the four of this increaſe were occaſioned, not by the pro- 
uſion of government, but the liherality of parliament, That 
30ool. a year had been granted, in conſequence of the addreſs 
of the Houſe, to the noble peer who with ſo much honour to 
himſelf, and ſuch advantage to the public, had lately preſided in 
the chair that a penſion of 2oocl. a year had been granted in 

"4 to the family of one of 


the increaſe in theſe nine years was 7, 638l. 


conſequence of the addreſs of the Hou 
the moſt able and amiable men that had ever adorned this country, 


the late Lord Chief Baron Burgh; and that a third penſion al 


Sool. a year, had been granted in conſequence of a ſimilar addreß, 
to two very reſpectable gentlemen, the Meſſrs. Gamble, and thar 
ſiſter, Mrs. Norman, making in the whole 6, Sool. ſo that of the 
whole increaſe of penſions in the laſt nine years, there remained 
but the ſum of 1,509!. which could poſſibly be placed to the ac- 
count of government.—But he begged leave to remind the Houle 
of another penſion of 2, 500l. a year, which was granted for the 
purpoſe of bringing back to this kingdom the olice of Chancel- 
lor of the Exchequer yz which, though not granted on an actual ad. 
dreſs of the Houſe, was granted in conſequence of their declared 
deſite and general approbation; and if this was added to the lift 


he had mentioned, it would appear that inſtead of an increaſe ad 


180cl. there was a decreaſe of 7ool, in the laſt nine years in tit 
amount of the penſions which could be placed to the account d 
government only, As this was the caſe, he conſidered this relo- 
lution, which reprobated the preſent amount of penſions, as im- 
proper and u ju, and he ſhould therefore oppoſe it. 


Mr. Coxol U ſpuke in favour of the reſolution, and intro- 
duced ſeveral ſtrictutes reſpeding the conduct of the preſent adm 
viſtrat ion and the taxes z in the iſt, he ſaid he had no confidence: 
aud as to the latter, eipecially the 140,000). they were a tak 
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in; one tax, however, he pledged himſelf to the Houſe, he 
would next ſeſſion move a partial repeal of, which was the tax 
upon hearths in thoſe poor dwellings that had but one, 


Serjeant FiTZGERALD ſaid he was againſt the motion, as too 
late for any redreſs to enſue; if any redreſs was neceſſary, it 
ſhould have been moved in the committee of accounts, as in that 


ſage of the ſapply there wes an inſtance where a penſion was not 
provided for. 


Mr. GrRaTTAN roſe, and deſired the penſion lit might be read 
(which was done from the very beginning). He then taid, I ſhall 
not make any other obſervation on what has paſſed than this 
when gentlemen ſeriouſly affirm that penſions are not a grievance, 
and a wanton diſſipation of the public money, I will meet them 
with this liſt. As to argument, nothing can be ſaid in addition 
to what my honourable friend has urged, nor has any thing been 
faid againſt it; and my reaſon for not giving à negative to his 
motion is, that ſhould I arm the penſion lift is not a grievance, 


I ſhould affirm in the face of my country an impudent, inſolent, 
and a public lie, 


The queſtion being put on the motion, there appeared, 
: Ayes, — 90 Noes, — 123 


Mr. FoxBes gave notice that he ſhould to-morrow move a reſo- 
lution relative to the application cf the public revenue. 


Mr. Maso declared if the honourable gentleman ſhould bring 
forward to-morrow a motion of that kind, he ſhoyld certainly call 
tor the order of the day. ; 


Mr. Fog ESs.— The right honourable gentleman ſays, that if 
I bring forward to-morrow the motion I have mentioned, that he 
will call for the order of the day: Now, I aſk the right honou- 
rable gentleman if I bring it on on Thurſday or Friday next, will 


he then call for the order of the day, ot ule ſome other manceuvre 
to get rid of i:? 


_— 2» — — 


Torspav, Masch 7, 1786. 


A petition of the merchants and traders of the town of Galway, 
in behalf of themſelves and ſeveral others concerned in the fiſhery 
of the port and diſtrict of the ſaid town, and the notth welt fiſhery 
of Iceland, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth 
that the petitioners at a vety conſiderable expence have built and 
purchaſed upwards of twenty veſſels, which have been employed 
ia the proper ſeaſon on this coaſt and the north weſt fiſhery of this 
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kingdom, which gave employment to a great number of hard- 
who might otherwiſe languiſh in idleneſs, or emigrate to foreign 
nations, whereby not only their families would have ſuffered, but 
his Majeſty's navy in time of war may loſe a number of uſeful 
ſeamen ; that in 4 port and diſtrict of Galway, excluſive of the 
number of veſſels ſo employed by the petitionets, there ate up- 
wards of five hundred boats employed in the ſeaſon for the fiſhery, 
and in each boat there are not leſs than five men, which make in 
the whole two thoutand five hundred men, and alſo ſome hun. 
dreds f women are employed in ſpinning hemp, and making nets, 
&c.; that ſince the commencement of the encouragement granted 
by the Houſe for the fiſheries of Ireland, the petitioners have 
not reimburſed themſelves near half the expence they have been t, 
but from their future expectations, and the patronage of the Houſe, 
they hope not only to be retmburſed their advance, but that the 
fame will turn out to the greateſt advantage, not only to his Ma- 
jeſty's navy, by the great number of able ſeamen that will be 
brought w to a knowledge of their profeſſion, but to the poor 
abjeQ peaſantry, who will and have hitherto been amply ſupplied 
with the herrings caught on this and the north weſt coaſt of Ire- 
land, being a principal part of their food in the year; that the 
petitioners have lately diſcovered a deficiency in the depth of the 
nets uſed in the herring fiſhery, and have gone to great expence 
preparative to making new nets for the enſuing ſeaſon z that the 
petitioners were informed that a petition from the cities of Cork 
and Waterford were laid before the Houſe, to take off the greater 
Part of the duty laid on foreign herrings, for the reaſon offered by 
them in their ſaid petition, merely to aggrandize themſelves, with- 
' out any regard to the intereſt of the kingdom in general, who ſhould 
be obliged to drop the Iriſh fiſhery if the prayer of their petition was 
granted; that the merchants of Cork and Waterford having great 
weight and influence in England have engroſſed to themſelves in 
the time of war the ſupplying the greater part of the navy of Eng- 
land with proviſions, and all our Weſt-India iflands; and as a 
great part of the proviſions intended for the latter are herrings, 
they would rather encourage foreign herrings than thoſe of our own 
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country, although the herrings taken on this and the north weſt 


coaſt of Ireland are far ſuperior in quality to tho!e of foreign parts, 
- and fully tufficient to ſupply our great home conſumption and the 
Weſt India iſlands; that thepetitioners were informed that a par- 
ticular bill will be brought into parliament this ſethon for the fur- 
ther regulation of the fiſheries of this kingdom, and they moſt 

humbly ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houſe whether the port 
and diſtri of Galway, remarkable time immemorial for its fiſhery, 
and the great number of hands employed therein, 1s entitled to 
the protection and encouragement of parliament z and therefore 
praying the Houſe to take their caſe into conſideration, in which 
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the kingdom is concerned, Cork and Waterford only excepted, 
in continuing the duty already laid on foreign herrings, which 
will not only anſwer the original intention of encouraging the Iriſh 
fibery, but will eminently terve the poor, 


At three o*clock the Houſe reſolved jitſelf into a committee on 
the paving bill, Sir Richard Johnſton in the chair, 


Mr. War pEN FLooD moved that the town clerk of the cor- 
poration af the city of Dublin, do attend the Houſe to-mur;ow 
at two o'clock. 

He ſaid his motive for requiring the attendance of that offcer 
was, that a difference of opinion ſeemed to prevail with gentie- 
nen in reſpect to a clauſe in the paving bill, requiring perſons 
living on the quays to repair the walls beſore their houſes z and 
he wanted to be ſatisfied what was the cuſtom in ſuch caſes 
hitherto, 


The committee fat until nine o*clock, but there was no mate- 
nal debate. 


he 7 5 

N Werks Dax, Masch 8, 1786. 

be Mr. Hayes (of Avondale) preſented a bill to explain and amend 
mk z1 act paſſed in the twenty third and twenty-fourth years of his 
er preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for the protection and improve- 
by nent of the inland fiſheries of this kingdom; which was received 
he and read the firſt time. 

1d 


The CyanceltLor oF THe Excuequenr preſented a bill 
fur the encouragement of the fiſheries on the coaſts of the county 


* of Donegal, and for granting the ſum of 10,0001. to promote the 
5 me; which was received and read the firſt time. 
3 4 A petition of the merchants who have been nominated a coun- 


2% eil by a numerous body of traders, aſſociated under the title of 
* the Chamber of Commerce of the city of Dublin, ſigned by their 


reſt {WT ce-prefidents, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting 
ſ 9 2 3 
rts, ora that the petitioners beg leave humbly to ſolicit the atten- 
the aon of this honourable Houſe to the heavy depreſſion now ſubſiſt= 
are ing on the corn export trade of Ireland, which trade is confeſſedly 
ar f primary ſource of the nation's wealth and power; that this de- 
"oſt p'ellion the petitioners humbly repreſent to be the deny ing to Dub- 
port l the bounties granted to the reſt of the kingdom on the expor- 
ny lion of corn, which, as it appears from the returns now before 
d to ie Houſe, operates almoſt to an entire excluſion of Dublin from 
fore Ihe corn export trade; that the petitioners having viewed the ſo. 


nich citude with which for a ſeries of years parliament has endeavour. 
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ed to further the agriculture and corn export of the kingdom, ei. 
not but obſerve with ſurprize that ſo ditect a counteraction uf tl 
unweaned efforts of the legiſlature ſhould be ſuffered as the dif. 
couraging the export f corn from that part the moſt peculiath 
adapted for its extenſion ; that beſides the preventing a conſider. 
able increaſe of the general export to which this diſcouragement 
ſo manifeſtly tends, the petitioners humbly ſtate it to have been 
frequently productive of dearneſs and ſcarcity to the metropoliz 
by rendering its market unſteady and its ſupply precarions, con. 
ſequences inevitable where that export is virtually forbid which 
would take off the caſual redundancies obviouſly neceſſary to in. 
ſure a ſufficiency for the conſumption z that the petitioners with 
earneſtneſs implore the attention of the Houſe to the important 
ſubjeQ they have thus preſumed to lay before them, humbly ptaj. 
ing it to grant to Dublin the bounties on the exportation of corn, 
meal, malt and flour, which the other ports of the kingdom es- 
joy, an act of juſtice due to the metropolis, an act of policy due 
to the nation, 
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Mr. [on x Wor.rs moved that it be an inſtruQion to the com- 
mittee on the revenue bill, to receive a clauſe to impower the 
owners of commodities, ſent to this city by the grand canal, to 
diſpoſe of and ſell the ſame on the banks therecf, 


Lord Lr THL oppoſed the motion on its evidently ſiriking 
at the Chartered rights of the city of Dublin, and giving anad- 
miſſion to the practice of many frauds z for, ſaid ke, all commo- 
dities of grain and other proviſions are brought to the market- 
houſes and other places properly regulated, and all fraudulent 
practices prevented; but this is opening a door to unlicenfel 


races, and trenching on the immunities of the corporation oi 
ublin. 


Alderman Wa a AE oppoſed the motion on the very ſame prin- 
ciple, He ſaid that it ſtruck at the chartered rights of the city, 
and gave an encouragement to foreſtalling. 


Mr. Wourr mentioned the additional expences the owner 
commodities were put to after coming to the harbcur cf the can!, 
by having their goods tent to the city, markets. It was for ie 
general benefit of the city that proviſions ſhould be ſold without 
additional expence, and the clauſe held out the mott obyiou 
benefits. | 


The Houſe having divided on the motion, the numbers appeared, 
For the motion, — 76 Againſt it, — 16 
Mr. Worert moved for leave to bring in a bill for making 


2 


navigable cut from the canal to the town of Naas. | 


Mr. Galrrirn oppoſed the motion, as an encroachment on tle 
Chartered tiglits of the grand canal corporation, and called on tit 
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decretary not to ſuffer ſuch an attack on rights chartered by par- 
lament. 


Mr. Oz dz ſaid he thought himſelf called upon to anſwer.— 
There was a difference between a charter from the crown and a 
charter granted hv parliament. The preſent motion he conceived 
to be for an ame dment of an act of parliament, therefore he would 
tot oppoſe its admitſion, as full time might be allowed. 


Wr. Garri contended that the charter of parliament was 
of much greater conſequence than that of the crown, 


Sir ſonx BraqQuieney faid that the water of the canal was 
the property of another corporate hody, and that right ſhould not 
be trenched upon. He wiſhed for poſtponing the queſtion to ſome 
ether time, as it required conſideration. 


The motion being put, it was carried without a diviſion, 


Mr. Bunn (of Oldtown) informed theHouſe that on account 
of a misfortune which occurred in the family of the right honour- 
able gentleman who had preſented the Dublin turnpike hill [the 
d-ath of Mr. Gardiner's eldeſt daughter] he could with the conſi- 
deration of that bill was poſtponed until Tueſday next. 


Lord DzL v1x preſented a hill for continuing and amending the 
ſeveral laws relating to the turnpike road leading from Dublin to 
Mallingar, and for morc effectually enabling the truſtees thereof to 
widen the narrow parts leading from Chapelizod to Dublin, on the 
north and ſouth ſides of the river: ãffey ; which was received and 
tad the firſt time, 


A petition of the perſons, whoſe names are therennto ſubſerib- 
ed, in behalf of themſelves and the other inhabitants of the county 
of Wexford, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth 
that a large proportion of the proviſions conſumed by the citizens 
of Dublin is ſupplied by the faid county; that ſhould any tax be 
hid upon the intercourſe between the ſaid county and the city of 
Dublin, the petitioners muſt be compelled either to raiſe the price 
of their proviſions, cr to feek for another market; that the petiti- 
oners are informed a bill is now before parliament to erect turn- 
pixes on the roads leading to Dublin, which they apprehend 
would prove a moſt grievous and oppreſſive tax; and therefore 
praying relief. 

Mr. Gzox ct Ponsonry moved that a clauſe he inſerted in the 


revenue hill to compel all hoats in harbour, carrying more than 
lix oars on a fide, to take out licenſe. | 


After ſome converſation, explaining the motion to be intended 
—＋ zalnſt thoſe ſmuggling boats called grey - hounds, the motion 
paulcd. | 
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Mr. Maso x moved that a clauſe be inſerted in the revenue bil 
for obliging an account to be given of all eſtreats of recognizancy 
in the city of Corke. 


Mr. HaxTLey moved that the petition of the term grand 
Jury, againſt the uſe of ſpiritous liquors, be referred to the com- 
mittee on the revenue bill. 


nyt 
thing 
make! 
matte 
diſch: 


He alſo moved that the ſaid committee be empowered to receive Ir 
2 clauſe to prevent the ſale of ſpiritous liquors in ſmall quant. rights 
ties. 8 juries 
The Houſe went into a committee on the revenue bill, . 4 
George Poſonby in the chair. , T 
Mr. SrEWAR 1 (of Killymoon) obſerved that the revenue bil itil 
of laſt year contained a principle that had been univerſally repro. eon 
bated by the country gentlemen of Ireland, that of compelling away 
grand juries to find preſentments for fines on town lands, &c. &, dee 
where clandeſtine ſtills ſhould be diſcovered ; which compulſion to be 
was enforced by the penal conſequence of their refuſal to preſent, lings 
viz. that the judges fhould be diſenabled to fiat any of their other civil 
preſentments, whereby the roads and other public works of the certit 
counties would run to ruin. He would, he Gd, ſubmit it to the he 1s 
conſideration of the gentlemen concerned for the revenue, whe- ſuppe 
ther it was a wiſe meaſure to inſult the principal men in the coun- lings 
try, or whether the countenance and ſupport of thoſe men would . B. 
not forward the collection of the revenue more than any penal ſtz- * Ul 
tute whatſoever, To him it appeared that the principle of the evide 
clauſe materially affected the conſtitutional rights of grand jurics, dne 
who were by it deprived of the exerciſe of their judgment, though 80 
acting under the influence ef a ſolemn oath. He aſſured gentle- ſelve 
men that if this part of the clauſe was not altered, the whole (i Preſu 
would prove inoperative, we 
The ATTorNtyY GENERAL, —TFf I was to make laws for the 3 
honourable gentleman, and the gentlemen who fit around him, erm 
ſhould think there was little occaſion for that ſtrictneſs which hap- al 
ns to be neceſſary with the perſons who do not a as fairly and ny 

candidly as they; but as there are perſons who muſt be forced to by. 
do right, ſuch a clauſe as that to which the honourable gentleman Wl whin 
objects is neceſſary. As a procf of this I ſhall only mention a poor Will ef de 
wretched creature, a ſoldier, crippled for life, the tendons of bis Wil aq, 
leg cut through to the very bone, and yet a grand jury was found RF: 
io refuſe a preſentment for him, which preſentment the law wat ſills 
zanted them to make. evil. 
It has been objected to the clauſe, that men's conſciences ſhould gent! 
nat be forced, and that grand juries cannot be brought to think more 
themſelves authorized to make preſentments without examining WI part 


into the ſubje ct, and deciding upon evidence: Now, Sir, if Thie 


ſhould 
think 
nining 


I have 
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my notion of a grand juryman's oath, it is that he ſhall leave no- 
ming unpreſented which is preſentable. The law of the land 
makes the fines upon town lands, for clandeſtine ſtills, preſentable 
matters, and how any one acting under a grand juror's oath can 
diſcharge his conſcience of the obligation, is more than I am able 
to underſtand, 

It is ſaid this clauſe is an infringement on the conſtitutional 
rights of grand juries to levy money upon the ſubject. That grand 
juries have any ſuch right, by the conſtitution, I utterly deny— 
they derive that power from the ſtatute law, and the ſame law te- 
quires them to make the preſentments now in queſtion. 

The former great objeQion to the clauſe was, that the private 
diſtiller and revenue officer might by colluſion extort fines from the 
county for their own emolument ; that objection is now done 
away the fine is reduced to ten pounds; of this one half goes to 
the county infirmary, the remaining five pounds is all that is 
to be divided between the revenue officer and diſtiller—fifty ſhil- 
lags each, for which the diſtiller runs the riſque of being ſued by 
civil bill, by any man in the town land, for ten pounds, and the 
certificate of the preſentment being allowed as evidence againſt him, 
he is liable to a fine of twenty pounds. It is not therefore to be 
ſuppoſed that any man will riſque thirty pounds to gain fifty ſhil- 
lings. 

Bur the grand juries are not, it is ſaid, to examine evidence. It 
is an eſtabliſhed principle that they cannot in any caſe examine 
evidence againſt the crown, therefore the preſent caſe is no inno- 

Something was ſaid in a former debate of judges ſetting them- 
ſelves againſt this clauſe. I will not ſuppole that any judge would 
preſume to ſay that an aQ of the legiſlature ſhould not be executed. 
IfI knew of any ſuch judge, I would move this Houſe to addreſs 
bis Majeſty to remove him from the bench, as a diſgrace to it; and 
if I ſhould find any judge, who by trick ſhould evade the intentions 
of the laws, I ſhould deem him even more criminal than the other, 
and addreſs to have him removed and puniſhed ; for I do not know 
any thing ſo dangerous to the conſtitution, to the rights of the ſub- 
jeQ, and to the rights of the crown, as a judge ſetting up his own 
whim or caprice againſt the law of the land, and under the notion 
e doing ſubſtantial juſtice, ſubſtituting his own opinion for the 
as of the legiſlature, 

Every man who hears me will allow the evil done by private 
Rlills ; 1 truſt every man who hears me would wiſh to remedy that 


evil. I would do as much as poſlible to reconcile the countr 

gentlemen to the clauſe, and there are none amongſt them that [ 
more with to reconcile than the gentlemen who came from the {ame 
part of the country with my honourable friend who made the ob- 
]*Qion, I with to reconcile it to their feelings, becauſe I know 


264 PARLIAMENTARY 


they have the intereſt of the people at heart, and becauſe I way 
hope for their aſſiſtance in giving effect and operation to the lay, 


Mr. BEA ESTORND entered into a full explanation of the Niture 
and tendency of the clauſe, which he contended was no infringe. 
ment or innovation on the rights of grand juries. He ſaid he would 
avoid repeating what hid already appeared as urged by him in! 
former debate on this ſubject, but would juſt call to the recollec. 
tion of gentlemen the ſeveral acts of parliament he had then quoted 
viz. the robbery act of King William—the 8th Anne=1-4, 
George II.— 5th, 23d and 25th Georg» III. —ſome of which, in the 
very words of the preſent clauſe, dircQ grand juries how they are 
to find, and all of which are cumpulſory on them. He faid le 
was as averſe a3 any member of that Houſe to irtitating Country 
gentlemen, or any other men; his object was merely to Hop the 
private diſtillation, and if he could find any other method as ec. 
tual as that under conſideration, he was ready to adopt it with 
pleaſure. For this purpote he had repeatedly called upon gentle 
men to point him out a method, but without any being pronoſed, 
If then the members of that Huuſe had not plealed to come forwarl 
to give him any athitance, he hoped it would not be deemed pre 

ſumption in him, and the gentiemen of the board to which he he. 
longed, to endeavour in the beſt manner they.were able to di- 
charge their duty. At firſt the power of preſenting was veſied in 
the grand jury, without any compulſory claufe to oblige them; 
they had almoſt generally neglected to make preſentments ; the 
cumpulſory was adopted, and now that mode was Complaincd of 
as a violation of the rights of grand jurors, 

Gentlemen, faid he, ate not appriſed of the enormous frauds 
committed on the revenue. I have an account delivered in by the 
malſters themſelves, who cannot be ſuſpected of overcharzing 
themſelves, of all the malt made in this kingdom in one years 
and it amounts to 1,400,000 barrels, Now it' this was to be te. 
duced into ſpirits (the diiterence between ſpirits and ale is but li- 
tle as to duty) it would produce an exciſe of 5 25,878, 
ſterling, whereas the preſent exciſe on ale and ſpirits is 164,54; 
ſo that there is aa actual defalcation of 364,333 ſlerling. 

Now I beg gentlemen will conſider their own interett, and the 


intereſt of the country—that they will conſider the dreadful 


effet cts of this pernicious article, whiſkey (of which I wiſh there 
was not one gallon made in the kingdom, though ſome gentlemen 
think 1 ezdeavour to promote it tor the fake of revenue); they 
would fee how much better able the people would be to pay he- 
ceſſary taxes if this bane of induitry was aboliſhed, and theref.re 


they will agree, that every vigilance to prevent the ſpreading of 


the evil, and to conline it as much as poſlble to the licenſed dilti- 


ler, is aecetlary ; tor if that could once be accomplitbed, it would 
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de eafy to render it unattainable by the lower claſs, who are the 
createſt ſufferers by tt, 


Mr. Joun Wor.ye ſaid the right honourable member had, with 
2 degree of candour that did him infinite honour, declared that he 
was defirous of receiving aſſiſtance from country gentlemen ;z he 
would therefore propoſe to him, if country gentlemen would de- 
clare ſolemnly upon their honour, in the face of that Houſe, and 
fairly pledge themſelves that they would uſe their utmoſt influence 
in their different counties to diſcourage private diſtilling, and to 
induce grand juries, upon reaſonable proofs, to make the prefent- 
ments for fines on town lands, &c, would he conſent to withdraw 
the obnoxious part of the clauſe. 


Mr. BxownLow propoſed the trial of the law for one year, 
without coercion. 


Mr. BeRESToRD declared that in his mind the hearty and ſin- 
cere ſupport of gentlemen would be more advantageous to the 
revenue than any cumpulſory clauſe whatſoever, and that he was 
ready to meet the gentlemen on the ground propoſed, 


After ſome further converſation, it was agreed to adjourn the fur- 
ther conſideration of the ſubject till to-morrow, in order to give 
Mr. Beresford an opportunity of new-modclling the clauſe. 


— — —— — 


TrursDaAY, MarcH 9, 1786. 


rauds Mr. Hrwir moved that Mr. Brooke do lay before the Houſe 
25 the WW an account, upon his own oath, of the number of pieces, and 
ging mount of all goods he fold of his own manufacture, ſrom the iſt 
year, of March, 1785, to the iſt of March, 1786, ſpecifying to whom 
be te. fold, at which of his warchouſes they were told, and the dates. 


8•8 Mr, CHaxLEs O' Ng II ſaid he never heard of ſuch a motion 

ss compel a private trader to deliver, on oath, an account of his 
— , 7 

9949" trade; he even doubted the jutiſdiction of the Houſe in ſuch 


ade! caſe; at all events it muſt be allowed a meaſute of great deli- 

cacy, which ſhould not be moved when it could be avoided. The 
prion in queſtion had already anſwered before a committee, and 
ll their report was unſatisfaQory, let it be recommitted, and let him 


2 be examined again, | 

Ly be- Mr. Ax Nx ESLIV.—Certainly the motion would be improper if 
ref.re ¶ fie gentleman was not a ſuitor to this Houſe for aid, and if he had 
ing of bet already in this ſeilion ſtated his accounts to the Houſe z nay, 
diitil- WY"! he had not already received moſt unprecedented aids from par- 


lament 3 but ſurely theſe circumſtances put him on a different 
footing from other private traders, However I would rather have 
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the committee opened again; there are ſome perſons that I wih is 
re- examine, particularly a Mr. Kirchoffer, becauſe I think I ſbal 
be able to ſhew that the cotton manufacture is carried on at Belff 
much more extenſively than ever it was at Proſperous. Nay fur. 
ther, I think I ſhall be able to prove, let what will happen to M. 
Brooke, the northern manufacture may be maintained, 
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The motion was Carried, 


And it was ordered that Mr. Brooke do attend at the bar to. 
morrow: 


And that Vir. Kirchoffer do attend at the bar to-morrow. 


The Houſe agreed to ballot for truſtees to diſpoſe of 20,00), 
for the encouragement of manufactures of woollen, cotton, &. 
to-morrow, 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExCHEQUER obſerved that the 
truſtees would have little trouble in the diftribution, as the ad d 
this ſeſſion direQts the money to be paid in bounties on goods fold, 


The order of the day being called for, for going into a commit. 
tee on the revenue bill, 


Mr. FoxBts ſaid that on Monday laſt he had given notice thi 
he ſhould, on Tueſday, bring forward a motion, which had for is 
object a diminution of the public expence ; but a right honouable 
gentleman [Mr. Maſon} had faid that if he would bring it on c 
that day, he ſhould get rid of it by calling for the order of the 
day. He then mentioned that he ſhould propoſe it this day, and 
he hoped that the Houſe had now no objection to his bringing th: 
motion forward. 


Mr. BexesyorD.—lf it was not neceſſary to paſs the revenue 
bill before the aſſizes, in order that gentlemen in the country 
might be relieved from an inconvenience, 1 thould not now prel 
the order of the day, or give any interruption to the honourabi 
gentleman in bringing forward his motion; but as it was laſt aigit 
agreed on all ſides to accommodate the clauſe in the revenue bl. 
reſpeQing grand juries, and as I have now that clauſe in my hand, 
drawn in a manner that I cruſt will give general ſatisfaction, tir 
honourable gentleman will excuſe me in calling for the order of tis 
day, eſpecially as we will not take up an hour in the commulict, 
and the buſineſs of the aſſizes pteſſes cloſely upon us. 


Mr. Foxes, after beſtowing ſome compliments on the candi 
manner in which gentlemen ated, aſked them if they would i 
ready to-morrow z which being agreed, he conſented to put off l 
motion till to-morrow. 


Mr. Coxxv.—1I do not agree in the praiſe that is beſtowed vp0 
the right honourable gentleman, for yeſterday, if he had thouft 
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proper, he might have gone through the bill. I hope the honourable 


gentleman will not conſent to put off his motion till to- motrow 
if he does he will damn it by the procraſtination.— l do not ſay that 
is his intention, but I tay that will be the effect of procraſtination. 


Mr. GeoxGs PonsonBy,—l am aſtoniſhed at the charge that 
is made. It was at the particular deſire and requeſt of the gentle« 
men on the other ſide that the right honourable gentleman agreed to 
withdraw the clauſe, in order to accommodate it againit this day, 
and when he had agreed ſo to do, the gentlemen, in a manner that 
reflects infinice honour on themſelves, declared that they would 
uſe their utmoſt intereſt in the country to ſuppreſs that bane to in- 
duſtry, the private diſtillation of ſpirits. 1 foo, then, if there be 
any want of candour, it does not lie with us; it is not on this 
fide of the Houſe—it is obvious where it reſts. 


Mr. Joux Worr faid to-morrow being appointed for entering 
on Mr. Brooke's buſineſs, if his honourable friend would put off 
his motion one day longer, it would not interfere with that impor- 
(ant ſubject. 


Mr. Oa DE faid ſome information relative to the ſubject of Mr. 
Brooke's buſineſs was daily expected from England, but from the 
preſent ſtate of the wind there was little reaſon to ſuppoſe it would 
arrive time enough to be laid before the committee to-morrow z 
he therefore could ſee no objection to the Houſe then entering into 
the diſcuſſion of Mr. Forbes's motion. 


Mr. Fox Bes then ſaid his motion did not depend on the winds 
—blow high, blow low, he would make his motion to-morrow, 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe 
on the revenue bill. | 


Mr. BexesroxD propoſed a clauſe, which was unanimouſly 
igreed to. 


Mr. HAK T LEV 1 a clauſe, ſtating the injury which the 
health and morals of the lower clals received from the pernicious 
pattie of dram-drinking, and prohibiting the ſale of ſmall quan- 
ities of ſpirits on Sundays.—The clauſe he hoped would go one 
ſtep to remedy the abuſe complained of, and at leaſt prevent the 
profanation of the ſabbath. 


The ArToxney GENERAL declared he had no objection to 
the clauſe, and hoped it would have the deſired effect; he feared, 
towever, that as the clergy were very tenacious of their rights, 
and unwilling that the laity ſhould interfere, even to the promotion 
of morals and religion, the clauſe might pollibly be objeQed to by 
| certain deſcription of perſons in another place, though they 
tienfelves would not move the evil complained of with one 
a their fingers, 

Vol. VI. R 
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Upon the Speaker's putting the queſtion, that the report be now 
received, 


Mr. Gz1erita faid—T intended to have faid ſomething 
reſpecting the Eaſt India trade upon receiving this report; it is a 
ſubject which I wiſh thould be debated in a full Houſe, therefore 
wiſh the report was put off till to-morrow z a ſubject which ha 
never undergone a fair diſcuſſion ; indeed the Houſe has had no 
opportunity of underſtanding it clearly. It would be abſurd in me 
to enter into it now, for I ſay again it ſhonld be brought forward 
in a full Houſe ; it is a ſubject of more magnitude than we ſeen 
to think, It would be ungrateful in me to paſs it over in filence, 
who have been ſo many years in the ſervice of the Eaſt India 
Company, and have had opportunities of underſtanding it fully, 
J have no with to promote any negociation or miſunderftanding 
between the two kingdoms—it there was any I ſhould not heſitate 
on which ſide to determine. An honourable friend of mine pto- 
miſed to bring forward this buſineſs, but as he ſeems to have ne- 
glected it, I pledge myſelf to propoſe ſome motions reſpeCting it 
on a future day. 


ars ies idee this beat for m 


three years, yet he had made but little progreſs in it. It was, he 
obſerved, hard to rouſe the attention of parliament upon any ſub- 
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Je& until the country grew clamorous. He would have brought 
forward this buſineſs earlier, had not he obſerved that other queſ- 
tions were poſtponed, becauſe it was aſſerted that they delayed 


the public buſineſs of the country. He alſo thought that it was ems 
the duty of miniſters—they had indeed (he now recollected) pro- manuf 
miſed to bring it forward—it was a promiſe regiſtered in deed, but them t 
_ falſified in fact. 2 pe 
Sir Francis Hurchixsox ſaid that many gentlemen had 454 
gone away to conſider ſeveral clauſes in the revenue bill, prepoſ - lite au 
leſſed that the report would be received to-morrow. ed, th 
Mr. Cox xv ſaid that there was one clauſe in particular whick NI fo 
he thought intrenched on the royal prerogative, and ought to be nag 
well conſidered. proper 
| s 

Mr. BexzsrorD ſaid he underſtood it as the opinion of gentle- ny A 
men, that the bill ſhould be paſſed before the aſſizes; he therefore Wir 8 
wiſhed the report ſhould be now received. he 
The report was then received, the bill was read a third time, I ma 
and ordered to be engroſſed. on t 
Mr. Hav Es (of Avondale) preſented a bill for amending the ſe- om 
veral laws relative to the regiſtering of freeholds; which was It 86A 
ecived and read the firſt time. 3 
It was ordered that the bill ſnould be printed. . 
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A petition of the tanners of the county of Fermanagh, on behalf 
ng of themſelves and all others the tanners and manufacturers of lea- 
IF tber in Ireland, was preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth 
Ore that the tannage and manufacture of leather in this kingdom has of 
hay late years very greatly declined, and if not encouraged and pro- 
no teted by this honourable Houſe, will be ſoon totally loſt to this 
me kingdom, whereby not only the petitioners and thoſe concerned in 
ard that trade will be reduced to the neceſſity of quitting the ſame, 
em but alſo many other uſeful and neceſſary branches of trade in 


ce, which leather is worked up will be much injured, and the price of 
dia the many articles manufaQured with leather be greatly increaſed ; 


lly, that the petitioners, with concetn, ſee that the great exportation. 
ling of our raw materials to all foreign countries, almoſt duty free, has 
tate greatly contributed to prevent the tanning and manufacture of lea- 
ro- der in this kingdom, and has prevented the exportation of tanned 
ne» leather from this country to foreign markets, inſomuch that the 


g it {exportation thereof has decreaſed three parts out of four during the 

laſt ten years compared with the ten years preceding; that the 
than {WH ptitioners beg leave to repreſent to the Houſe” that the ſcar- 
„% ein and dearneſs of oak bark in this kingdom is another 
ſub. Yule of the great decline of their manufacture, the price wheres 
aght et has very greatly encreaſed theſe ſome years paſt, and pre- 
wel- rented the petitioners from being able to procure a ſufficient 
ajed WU artity thereof for the tanning of their raw materials, on ſuch 
was terms as to enable the petitioners and thoſe of the tanning trade to 
manufacture their goods either for conſumption at home, or to ſend 
them to foreign markets on equal terms with other countries z that 
the petitioners, from the ſcarcity and dearneſs of bark in the year 
1785; were in great danger of being reduced to extreme difficulties 
and diſtreſs, and that had it not been for the coldneſs of the ſeaſon 
be raw materials then on the petitioners hands would have periſh- 
ed, the petitioners not being able to procure, on any terms, oak 
ark for ſaving the ſame z that the petitioners apprehend that the 
tannage and manufacture of leather in this country may, under 
proper encouragement, become a branch of buſineſs of great conſe- 
uence to Iteland in general, as well as to the petitioners, who 
we their entire ſubſtance therein, and ſpent their lives in the put- 
uit and improvement thereof; that the petitioners apprehend and 
lieve that if an additional duty be laid upon the exportation of 
ww materials from this into foreign countries, and a bounty grant« 
don the importation of oak bark into this kingdom from America, 
de Eaſt Country, Germany, or other parts of the Continent of 
urope, from whence that article may be procured annually in any 
Juantity, for the ſupply of Iriſh tannage, together with a bounty on 
ve exportation of manufactured leather, will aſſiſt our export of 
ned leather, enable us to * our raw material, prevent 

A 
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foreigners having a ſupply of that ſort of leather fit for their uſe, 
make Ireland the mart for ſaid goods, and neceſſitate ſorei net i 
apply to us for our materials when manufactured, as the green 
commodity they bring from hence is by far ſuperior to any they cn 
ſupply themſelves wich from other markets; that the petitioner 
apprehend and believe they would he able to regain from foreim 
nations this branch of trade, if the Houſe ſhall be plenſed to take 
their caſe into conſideration, and paſs ſuch laws for their relief x 
in their wiſdom ſhall ſeem fit ; and therefore praying relief. 


The engroſſed revenue bill was read a third time. 


The Cnancerton of Tut Excurquen propoſed a clauſe 
by way of rider, to veſt in the crown the lands of Knockroe in the 
county of Waterford, formerly intended as the feat of the Gene- 
veſe emigrants. 


The clauſe was referred to a committee of the whole Houſe, 
Mr. George Ponſonby in the chair. 


Sir Francis Hurchixso faid he objected to that moded 
introducing a clauſe of ſuch importance, intirely new and une. 
peRed, in the laſt ſtage of a bill, when it was not poſſible for the 
Houſe to have time to conſider it: He obſerved that it gave the 
crown the unlimited diſpoſal of thoſe lands, by enabling it tole 
them at any rent, however ſmall ; and he would therefore moves 
amendment, for limiting the crown to let them at the beſt improvel 
Tent. 


The CHanceLLoa of Tae Excurtouer,—l object to the 
roviſo, as it implies an ill- founded ſuſpicion that the crown, wo 
is the truſtee for the public, and accountable to this Houſe, vil 
abuſe that truſt. At the beginning of this ſeſſion, I Rated a hi 
lance of more than 30,0001, of money granted by parliament u 
eſtabliſh the Genevefe emigrants, and which is now brought tothe 
public credit; the remainder has been expended on thoſe land; 
and it is with an intention that this expenditure may be made ule 
ful to the public, that the preſent claute is moved. 


Sir HexcuLEs Lancrisne deſired to inform gentlemen tht 
the lands in queſtion belonged to the crown; that they ver 
leaſed out; that failing again into the hands of the crown, anal 


paſſed to enable government to grant them to a corporation fit 


eftabliſbing che Geneveſe ; that the ſcheme for eſtabliſhing the Ge 
neveſe having failed, government onl y deſired to be relcaſed fron 
that ſpecitc appropriation, and left at liberty to apply thoſe lands 
to ſome purpole beneficial to the country; and as to the idea 


confining the crown, as a miſer would his heir, to a certain valuatit 
of rent, it was a little unjuſt, and equally unbecoming the crow 


and the dignity of the parliament—it was an idea unknown to ol 


anceſtors, and not to be found in any part cf the ſtatute bod 
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Mr. Mic nr Suiru.— This rider is introduced fo ſuddenly, 
and followed up fo precipitately, that l cannot conſent to it. If 
the crown has a right to diſpoſe of thoſe lands, there is no occaſion 
for parliament to grart any new powerz and if the crown has not 
2 right, it ſhould be well confidered before any ſuch right is 
granted. 


Mr. Ox DE. —I am ſurpriſed that there ſhould be a moment's 
heſitation on this buſinefs. The clauſe is certainly intended to 
give the crown a power it has not now, but that is obvioully for 
the advantage of the country. Tl crown 18 at preſent limited to 
grant thoſe lands to a Corporation—a Corporation, whofe object is 
auſe, at an end. The power to grant them to individuals is now defired, 
n the ad individuals might poſſibly propoſe ſomething as advantageous 
zene⸗ to the public as even a rack rent. Suppoſe individuals were to 
ay out ſums of money on them for any great national purpolſe—lL 
know of no ſuch intention; but ſuppoſe it might exiſt, would not 
this be more uſeful to the nation than a little regt? At all events, 
the power may be ſafely lodged with the crown, who will be 
de of BW coubly bound to exercile it to the public benefit, as truſtee for the 
ure: nation, and becauſe part of the public money has been expended 
or tte cn theſe grounds. 


e the a 
to be Mr. Joun Wor.re ſupported the proviſo. He ſaid gentlemen 
m_ on the treaſury bench had denied any reſponſibility for tae actions 
rove of government z he was therefore very unwilliag to truſt a Secreta- 


u, who might toon be called from amoaglt us, with a power of 
eiſpoſing of a valuable tract of land, which he might canton out 


to the is rewards to his faithful adherents, 


, * Mr. Ox pr faid he would not be fa fooliſh, on his own mere 


a be- opinion, to propoſe the extending of his Majeſty's power to dif. 
pole of the lands in queſtion ; he was ſpeaking the tenſe of thoſe 


ent 1 : 1 

tote vdo were the true friends of the kingdom, and of his Majeſty's 

lan, 82" ernment, All he defired was, that the crown might have an 
iy 


option to diſpoſe of the lands to corporations or individuals, as 
might ſeem beſt for the public benefit. Perhaps the mode pointed 
out in the proviſo might be the mode adopted; but he did not 


le ute. 


en tat chuſe to have government tied to it. As to the ſuſpicion which 
ver bea been infinuated againſt government, he could only ſay, and the 
an y Houſe could bear witneſs, that no action of theirs had deterved it. 

be Mr.CoxoLLy,—The grounds now in diſpute were originally 
* granted to the corporation for ſettling the Geneveſe, to eſtabliſh a 


watch manufactoty; I thought then, and 1 think now, that there 
ae many meritorious Iriſhmen who are as well deſerving of encou- 
nagement as any foreigners whatſoever. There are many manu- 
acturers in Dublin that would willingly emigrate to the county of 
* aterford, where they might have a pleafant and wholeſome ſitu- 
wion,—This I think govecament ought to conſid er 
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Mr. OapE.—I riſe in conſequence of what has fallen from the 
right honourable gentleman, There cannot be a ſtronger reaſon 
than that which he has urged, for paſling the clauſe now before the 
committee, and rejeQing the proviſo. As to the conduct of go- 
vernment, of which an honourable gentleman has ſuggeſted a dif. 
truſt, 1] call upon any gentleman to ſay, whether it has not been 
uniformly to promote the manufactures of this country, By the 
Clauſe, the ſubje of diſpoſing of thoſe lands will be left open ty 
propoſals and applications of all forts. Indeed there has been 
one already from Captain Brooke, for thoſe lands and a large grant 
of money, to carry on a manufacture infinitely more extended than 
that at Proſperous; but as government are truſtees for the public, 
and accountable to parliament for the diſpoſal they may make of 
thoſe lands, they will no doubt diſcharge their duty in ſuch a man- 
ner as may fairly be ſubmitted to the inſpection of the public eye, 


TheSecxeTaArY or STATE ſaid that as the crown was the 
royal truſtee for. the diſpoſal of the public property to the beſt ad. 
vantage, it would be wrong to limit the power of the crown inthe 
preſent caſe, as no one could foreſee what might be propoſed. 


Mr. Sr E WANT (of Killymoon) deſired to know why this clauſe 
Thould be inſerted in the revenue bill? | 


The CyanceLLonk or THE EXCHEQUER.—Becauſe it con- 
cerns a part of his Majeſty's revenue; and as ſeveral propoſals 
have been made for thoſe lands, I thought it my duty to make 
them fructify to the public benefit as ſpeedily as poſſible, If I did 
not think the meaſure for the advantage of the nation, I aſſure gen- 
tlemen I would not be the perſon to introduce it. 


The queſtion was then put on the proviſo, which was neg- 
tived without a diviſion. The clauſe was then carried, reported, 
read a third time, engroſſed, and paſſed with the revenue bill, 
which was ſent by Mr. Ponſonby to the Lords. 


Mr. Foxszs.—Since I gave notice of my intention to male 2 
motion this day relative to penſions, a right bonourable friend has 
ſhewn me a ſtatement of ſome facts which he wiſhes to ſubmit to the 
Houſe, and which, as I think them a very good foundation for my 
motion, I would wiſh to precede it; I will therefore give way to 
my right honourable friend in this buſineſs, 


Mr. BxowNnLow.—l am always very unwilling to intrude on 
the Houſe, eſpecially when it is to take the place of my honout- 
able friend. There is indeed but little room to hope, after the 
treatment his motion -received on Monday, that any propoſition 
tending to cenſure the excels or mitapplication of penſions, ſhall 
be well received. We on this fide of the Houſe looked on them 
28 a grievance that ought to be redteiſed, but a great majority has 
taught us, by their deciſion, that to tar trom being a waſte or i 
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proper diſſipation of the public revenue, it is a very ſalutary and 
proper application of it. It will indeed be hard to undeceive us or 


the public on that head; and Iwill do the gentlemen on the other 
fide the Houfe the juſtice to ſay, that I believe their conduct 
that night was influenced more by their complaiſance than their 


judgment. 


It is impoſſible there ſhould be two opinions on ſuch a ſubject. 
Every man that I have ever heard ſpeak on the outſide of theſe 
walls, condemns the meaſure. I muſt acknowledge the miniſter 
treated his friends very hardly, he did not condeſcend to ſay a ſin- 
gle word to vindicate their conduct; not an argument was made 
uſe of to oppoſe che motion, We were told that our complaint 
was not ill-founded, but that it ought to have been made ſooner ; 
if we had intended to enter into the merits of the perſons who poſ- 
ſeſſed the penſions, in order to deprive them of their pittance, the 
committees of accounts and ſupply would have been the proper 
place ; but we had no ſuch object; we only wiſhed to prevent the 
encreaſe, and the time we choſe was fitter, as a great addition had 
been made to the lift after thoſe committees had made their report. 

All I wiſh now is to lay before you certain plain facts ſtated in 
reſolutions, that they may appear on our journals, I ſhall ſtate the 
amount of the penſions in 1757, which, though one half leſs than 
at preſent, was ſeverely and unanimouſly reprobated by the Houſe 
of Commons, | I ſhall ſhew you that inſtead of a debt of above two 
millions that we are now oppreſſed with, there was near 250,0001, 
in the treaſury, and this appearing in a comparative view, mays 
without other comment, clearly ſhew how much leſs able we are 
to bear ſo heavy a burden now than at that time, and how neceſſar 
Ty it is we ſhould adopt ſome means to prevent a continuance of 
ſuch dangerous profuſion. If we ſhould ever by chance have a 
miniſter in this country who ſhould wiſh to preſerve a proper ſyſ- 
tem of economy, it will ſerve him as a barrier againſt troubleſome 
applications, for he can anſwer them by this record, and it may 
be the means of reſtriction without the appearance of coercion, 
As they are all facts that cannot be controverted, it will fave the 

gentlemen the trouble of looking for arguments to refute them, 

He then moved his firſt teſolution: 

Reſolved, That the amount of penſions for two years, ending 
Le" j-day, yy as 89,4511, 


The CHANCELLOR OF THE ExXCHEQUER faid he could not 
ſee the uſe of repeating what was already on the journals, eſpeci- 
ally at this period of the ſeſſion, after parliament had provided 
for the penſion liſt, and paſſed it without animadverſion; beſides, 
there were many facts which might have led parliament to a reſo- 
lution nine and twenty years ago, which were now forgotten, He 


moved, That the conlideration of the queſtion be adjourned to the 
fit of Auguſt, N 
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The Houſe divided, and there appeared for adjourning the quef. 


tion, 
Ayes - 128 ——— Noes - = 67 


Mr. Bxqawxr ow then moved the following reſolutions ſeverall): 


Reſolved, That this Houſe did, on the rt day of Novemhe, 
1757, unanimouſly reſolve that the granting of ſo much of the 
public revenue in penſions, was an improvident diſpoſition of the 
revenue, an injury to the crown, and detrimental to the pub- 
lic. 

Reſolved, That it appears by a report from the committee ef 
accounts in November, 1757, that there remained in credit t9 
the nation at Lady-day, 1757, à ſum not leſs than the ſum of 
249,4221. 

Reſolved, That the charge for penſions on the civil eſtabliſ- 
ment, for one year only, ending at Lady-day, 1755, amounted 
to the ſum of 91,3751. and that conſiderable additions have been 
ſince made. 


Reſolved, That it appears by a report from the committee of 
accounts that the debt of the nation at Lady-day, 1785, amounted 
to the ſum of 2,181,5011. 


| Reſolved, That an improvident diſpoſition of the public reve- 
nue tends to burden the public with an encreaſe of debt, or an 
encreaſe of taxes. | 


A motion was made that the conſideration of the reſolutions be 
adjourned to the firſt of Auguſt z and the queſtion being put, there 


appeared, 


Ayes - 129 —— Noes - - 75 


Sir EDWAND NeweNnaAm ſaid that at preſent the firſt of Au- 
guſt was ſimply ſtiled the glorious firſt of Auguſt, but the preſent 
adminiſtration were determined to immortalize it. 


Mr. Fox zes moved that leave be given to bring in a bill to li- 
mit the amount of penſions. 


The CuANcELLON of TT FxcAtnuen faid he was alwayt 
happy when he could comply with the wiſhes of gentlemen. He 
ſaw nothing in the title of the bill that could induce him to op- 
poſe giving leave to bring it in, therefore the honourable gentle- 
man had his conſent, though he did not think himſelf bound to 
remain filent, if, when the bill appeared, it ſhould contain excep- 
tionable matter. 


7 


into t! 
felon 


try: | 


great 

in. por. 
ſon, 

tie H 
perity 
routed 
ſtrong 
on hin 
ſame ti 
be was 
amolſt 
tered v 
a this 
bimfelt 


onſeqi 


OO LS a T7 HW 265 


SaTURDAY, Maxch 11, 1786. 


A petition of the m-rchants and traders engaged in the fiſhery 
on the north-weſt coaſt of the county of Donegall, whoſe names 
are thereunto ſubſcribed, was prefented to the Houſe and read, 
ſetting forth that the number of ſhips employed during the late 
fibing ſeaſon in that buſineſs, amounted to near hve hundred, the 
tonnage of which exceeds on an average twenty thouſand tons z 
that almoſt all of ſaid ſhips were loaded with full cargoes of good, 
ſound, well-cured, merchantable herrings, ſuperior to any ever 
imported, which are daily arriving in the different ports of this 
e of kngdom for the ſupply of the ſeveral markets; that the boats 
t to employed in taking hetrings on ſaid coaſt amount to above two 
n of WM thouſand ; that one year with another the herrings ſhipped for the 
different markets have exceeded one hundred and fifty thouſand 
barrels ar nually, excluſive of the vaſt quantities carried by land 
for the ſupply of the inland counties; that the greateſt part of 
faid hh are conſumed in this kingdom ; that the markets have 
been i been conſtantly ſupplied for ſeveral years paſt with a ſufficient 

quantity of well-cured herrings at 2 reaſonable price for home 
ee of conſumption, and a large redundancy for exportation; that the 
inted faid trade has in a period of twelve years arrived at its preſent 
flouriſhing ſtate by the bounty and encouragement given by the 
wiſdom of parliament; that the prefent duty on foreign herrings 


Tz will de a great means of promoting ſaid fiſheries, by ſecuring the 
" home and export markets to petitioners z and therefore praying 
that no alteration may be made reſpecting ſaid duty. 
be ; 
** Mr. Lo x rIEIU D faid that as much had been boaſted of the 


commerce conferred on this country, an enquiry ſhould be made 
into the ſtate of that commerce, and how far the ſincerity of pro- 
ſions keep peace with the reality of performance in the coun- 
ty: His only motive for the inveſtigating of a ſubje of ſuch 
great national conſequence, was the ardent deſire of ſeeing this 
Important buſineſs brought to a favourable and honourable conclu- 
hon. In this he hoped to experience not only the induigence of 
tie Houle, but the ſupport of every member to whom the proſ- 
perity of this country was an object; and however the ſubject had 
routed the reſentment of the mercantile claſs of the nation, and 


f Au- 


reſent 


to lis 


ways {Wrong as the claims were which that reſpectable body of men had 
„ He on him, both as an individual and their reprefentative, yet, at the 
to op- ſine time that he confetled they had juſt cauſe for their clamours, 
zentle· be was determined to purſue the ſubject with temperance, It was 
und to almost needleſs to inform the Houle, that the difficulties encoun- 


excep* tered with a trade to Portugal were what healluded to; and great 
W this country had been abuſed in that buſineſs, yet he owned 
ſumlelf an advocate for moderation in diſcuſſing the ſubject. In 
onſequence of this, he did not wilh to call on evidence to ſup- 


1 
| 
| 
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ort what he ſhould affert,' as he was ſure there was no per 
Fold enough to contradict what, from the moſt reſpeQable auth. 
rity, he had liberty to advance, 

In the year 1781, faid he, when England was involved in: 
war, Portugal, without any cauſe or ſhadow of provocation, 
took an illiberal advantage of the ſituation of this country, 1 


the enſuing year, 1782, when parliament met, ſenſible of the 


ungenerous part acted by the Portugueſe, on the 6th of February 
addteſſed his Majeſty, for the purpoſe of bringing the court gf 
Portugal to a right ſenſe of their conduct. His Majeſty, with 
thet attention and humanity which is ever awake to the compliing 
of his ſubjects, and with a ſincerity which we would be happy 
to ſee his ſervants emulate, was graciouſly pleaſed to ſend an 2. 
ſwer to this country, couched in terms of affection worthy of the 
father of his people; which anſwer I move you may now be read, 


The Clerk then read the King's anſwer. | For which ſee val. l, 
page 315, of this work.) | 
Mr. LoxcrielD, after expatiating on its contents, and the 
ardour his Majeſty ſhewed therein to ſerve his Iriſh ſubjeQs, {id 
he hoped the Houſe would unanimouſly exert itfelf, and not ac- 
quieſce in a longer impoſition on this ſcore. He could aſſur 
them from the beſt authority, on the veracity of which he coul 
depend, that Portugal was at preſent well diſpoſed to receive the 
manufactures of this country. On a matter of ſuch magnitude he 
could wiſh to ſee government unequivocally candid, and properly 
diſpoſed to ſerve the Iriſh nation. All papers relative to the buſ. 
neſs were promiſed to be laid before the Houſe, and a committee 
was appointed to ſit, which having fat two days, roſe again with 
out, it is to be preſumed, receiving or giving any further informai. 
on on the ſubject of their inquiry. Five years, continued he, 
have elapſed, and though the progreſs of the negociation has been 
repeatedly demanded, we have ſtill been amuſed with promiſes 
intelligence, as ineffectual of performance at this day, as at the 
diſtance of tive years ago; clogged with every impediment wich 
can poſſibly prevent us from receiving any ſatisfactory anſue. 
The intolence with which this Houſe has been treated, ſhould 
rouſe it to an exertion of its dignity, for the impoſition unde 
which we have laboured has ſown diicord between this count!) 
and Portugal, and was cunningly deſigned, by a monopolian; 
and intriguing people, to mak» us lay a tax upon the wines d 
that country, which, in the year 1755, you have done witholl 
receiving any intelligence as to the real cauſe why the Portugue!! 
did not receive our manufattures—manufatures which, from ir- 
diſputable authority, I can aſſert that the Portugueſe would nit 
only receive with pleaſure, but give a decided preference, 
ſomething illiberal and infidious did not militate againfl their incl 
nation; therefore, for the purpoſe of being informed of the pi 
ties on whoa the faults can with juſtice fall, I move, 
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1 That an humble addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, that 
he will be pleaſed to give directions to the proper . that 
there be laid before the Houſe copies of all the memorials, repte- 
ſentations and letters, ſent to his Majeſty's miniſters by the mini- 
ers of the Queen of Portugal, or by his Majeſty's miniſters to 
the miniſters of the Queen of Portugal, relative to the admiſſion 
of Iriſh manufactures to an entry in the ports of the dominions of 
Portugal, on the fame terms on which the manufactures of Britain 
have been admitted.“ 


Mr. Fo kB es ſeconded the motion, 


Mr. Oa pr. — The honourable gentleman takes it for granted 
that there can be no objection to communicate the papers he de- 
fires. I aſſure him, I am exceedingly reluctant to refute him any 
information z but I truſt his own good ſenſe will point out the 
impropriety of calling for papers of this kind, at a time that a ne- 
gociation is pending. 

I am ſurpriſed when the honourable gentleman ſays, he wiſhes 
to know where the blame reſts, and in what ſtate the negociation 
1s. As to blame, the Houſe will ſee that there is none to be im- 
puted, We have heard the King's anſwer read, and it is well 
known that from that time miniſters have uſed their beſt exerti- 
ons to forward the negociation. Within this fortnight I inform- 
ed the Houſe the matter would very ſoon be decided; whether 
favourably or otherwiſe I cannot pretend to judge; but as it is 
now at a very nice and critical point, I] beg leave to ſay that no- 
thing would be ſo likely to render it unfavourable as a haſty inter- 
erence of this Houſe, | 

The honourable gentleman has ſaid, that he had heen informed 
by merchants, that Portugal is ready to do this country all juſtice. 
| beg of gentlemen to beware, there is nothing we ought to 
guard againſt with more caution than being made the dupes of 
foreign countries, who may think it their intereſt to excite jea- 
louſies and animoſities between Great Britain and Ireland. I do 
aſſert, and I deſire to ſtake the credit of my life upon the aſſetti- 
on, that in this negociation minifters will not make a ſhadow of 
liſtinction between the intereſts of Great Britain and Ireland. 

I will give the honourable gentleman one reaſon for thinking 
the matter will ſoon be concluded: — The Portugueſe miniſter, 
Chevalier Pinto, has declared that he has full power to decide 
upon it; and this being the caſe, knowing as 1 do that the ho- 
nourable gentleman bas no object but the intereſt of the country, 

ſubmit it to his difcretion, whether it would now be proper to 
urge the addreſs, | | | 


Mr. Foxzzes,—Mr. Eden did not ſatisfy the Houſe with ver- 
bal meſſages z he gave every necetlary information. I do not ſee 
why the preſent Secretary ſhould aſſume more conſequence, and 
link we have more faith in his word than in the authentic intor- 


1 
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mation of another. The honourable member on my left hand 
fthe Attorney General] moved the addreſs, 


The ATrTtorney GENEktaArL ſaid he was the perſon who 
moved the addreſs; Mr. Eden brought down papers certainly, 
and an honourable baronet moved to have them lie on the table, 


Mr. Ax NHS LE paid ſome compliments to Mr, Eden, and ex. 
preſſed kimſelf againſt the motion. 


Mr. Maso faid he ſubmitted to the honourable member the 
inconſiſtence of the motion, and urged him to withdraw it. 


Mr. Loxarierp begged for the preſent to be excuſed from 
taking the honourable member's advice. He only ſought for in- 
formetion, to avoid criminating z and ſaid if the Secretary would 

miſe to give the fatisf1Etion required, before the Houte was uy, 
he would chearfully withdraw his motion, If ſomething is not 
done, ſays he, the Portugueſ- 


ſe will retaliate, and the retaliation 
will tall on the butter of Ireland; this may not injure the feeling 


of the Secretary, but J am ſure that not only the kingdom in ge. 


neral, but numbers of the poor and induſtrious pealantry wil! be 
materially diſtreſſed. 


Mr. Os or ſaid an: was held up to the court of Portugal they 
may do ſo; he agaſn requeſted the motion might be withdrawn, 


and (aid the information given by the honourable mover might be 


of very bad cenſequences to this country, 


Mr. Lo x IE o ſaid he was too much a friend to the coun- 
try to give any information to its enemies that might injure it, The 
information he had was given by a gentleman who had it directly 
from the Chevalier Pinto, the Portugueſe ambaſſador. 


Mr. Oz de.— The honourable gentleman ſays, if I will in the 


courſe of the ſeſſion give the ſatisfaction required, he will with- 


draw his motion, Certainly, Sir, I will not conceal from the 
Houſe any information that is fit to be communicated ; it any 
arrives, | ſhall make it known forthwith, But as to Mr, Pinto 
communicating any matter of ſuch importance to the merchants, 
can it be ſuppoted a miniſter would ſubje& himſelf to the higheſt 
cenſure for betray ing the ſectets of his court? No; the idea wa 
thrown out by men who withed to miſſead the honourable gende. 
man, and to make dupes of the peopte of this country. 


Mr. Cox xx ſaid the conduct of the miniſter who gave every 
ſotislaction to the Houte that it had occaſion to require, formed 
no favourable contraſt to the conduct of the miniiter of the pre- 
fent day. Way does not, ſaid he, the honourable gentleman 
come boidly forward, and not entertain the Houſe with uninteil! 
# ble obicurity ? He faid it was the practice of parliament to en- 
guire into negociations, and for bis part he could not fee wii: 


. * 
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hazard could poſſibly be run from laying the information required 
by this motion before the Houſe, He here took a view of the 
queſtion, and concluded by faying, he did not mean to enter ints 
a warfare with Portugal, but only to puſh her miniſter for an ex- 
planation of their conduct: He, for that reaſon, ſaw the proprie- 
ty of this motion, and would undoubtedly give it his hearty ſup- 
port. 


Mr. Tor er ſaid he hoped the honourable gentleman would 
wait for ſome further information. During the adminiſtration «f 
Lord Carliſle, the moſt honourable efforts had been made by Mr. 
Eden: This country ever found that gentleman awake to her 
misfortunes, and yet he found in this buſineſs he could do no- 
thing. He now thought it time to call on his Majeſty's miniſters; 
he did ſo, and found that matters are now in a proper line of te- 
conciliation z [a cry of no, no, ] certainly matters are in a train 
tis honourable friend {the Secretary] had aſſured them that a ne- 
gociation was drawing to a criſis he could not doubt the veraci- 
ty of his aſſertion, therefore he entreated the honourable mover 
of the reſolution, and the Houſe, not to be made the dupes of 
intereſted information ; for parliament, he ſaid, never appeared 
to be in a more aukward ſituation than when it was interfering 
with negociations or treaties, He was aſtoniſhed how it could 
enter into the head of any gentleman, that we are not to be in- 
cluded in that negociation—when England is doing every thing 
in ker power to promote our manufacture. He entered into ſome 
explanation of the Methuen treaty, and declared the Secretary 
would be a very raſh man to mention, at this period, what he 
could hereafter, when ſupported by every authority the Houſe 
would require, It it was poſſible, he ſaid, that in this circum- 
ſtance he could be deceived, he would then exert himſelf to the 
umoſt of his power; and for theſe reaſons recommended to his 
honourable friend, of whoſe good wilhes for this country he was 
well aware, to withdraw his motion. 


Mr. Masox.— After ſo many ſubſtantial reaſons have been of- 
fered for withdrawing this motion, I ſhould be aſhamed to urge 
any new argument, if the honourable gentleman petſiſts, I thatl 
move the queſtion of adjournment. 


Mr. Keaxxey,—lI ſhall offer one reaſon for withdrawing the 
motion, and which indeed ought to come from the right honoura- 
ble ſecretary. We underſtand from the public prints, chat Eng- 
land is now forming treaties of commerce with almoſt all the ma- 
time ſtates 2 this muſt necefſarily involve the trade to Portugal 
| am therefore for leaving miniſters unembarraſicd, that they may 
be at liberty to make the beſt bargain poſſible. 


Mr. Curran ſaid he was convinced that not one good end 
would be derived from withholding the information required ; 
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What, ſays he, is Ireland ever to be obliged to conſole bers 2 tr 
with explaining the enigmas of an Engliſb ſecretary, ſolving bis cau 
political problems, and expreſſing her aſtoniſhment at his ſagaci. Por 
ous paradoxes, If it were decided that the right of Ireland us proj 
refuſed by the court of Pottugal to trade to her dominions, then and 
he apprehended it would be a queſtion for Great Britain herſelf, eh 
the was ſincere in her declarations towards this country: It waz, on t. 
he ſaid, the higheſt nonſenſe to ſay that a treaty, which we we bend 
told is ſoon to be made public, is a matter of ſecrecy; the ho- happ 
nourable gentleman may alſo ſav, that the exportation of beef ton 
and butter was a ſecret, It is indeed a matter of amazement thy he, \ 
his extreme caution does not alſo prompt him to warn the Houſe luz! 
not to make that circumſtance public. Thus we find the nation Har © 
to be amuſed becaule a ſecretary, rifing with much ſolemnicy in 
his ſeat, declares he has now reaſon to believe, from what he has 
not reaſon to comprehend, that matters would be brought tox Mio pre 
concluſion favourable to this country; an aſſertion which it is 
evident he cannot with any degree of authenticity ſuppott, from 
his manifeſt ignorance of the negociation which he evaſively pro» Hat t 
nounces on foot. This indeed is highly ridiculous, but not more iMteref; 
ſo than my learned friend's getting up to conſtrue the Methuen {djour 
treaty, or, in fact, what the honourable gentleman within a few 
feet of him has advanced ; the taſk he confeſſed a difficult one, 
his merit was therefore the greater for ſtepping. forward to reſcue 
from oblivion, or develope the previous arguments of his friend; 
but however he may admire him as a commentator, yet he was 
forry to find himſelf ſtill in the dark, notwithſtanding his learned Mud ha 
friend's laudable exertions. He did not wiſh to give way to le- 
vity, but the abſurdities of ſome perſons had the unfortunate 
knack of turning matters of the moſt ſerious nature into ridicule, 
The preſent oppoſition given to the motion before the Houſe fell 
under that deicription, and it would be extremely ludicrous to 
treat that oppoſition ſeriouſly, If the trade of Portugal is to be 
abandoned, let the humanity of the honourable gentleman de- 
clare it, that we may hind out another market for the exportation 
of our butter and woollens, and not continue, in the courle d 
fix years, to be deceived from day to day, and be the tidicule dl 
Europe, by tuffering ourſelves to be thus eaſily duped by defi- 
ing and illiberal mimſters. He then atked the Secretary if theit 
was poſitively a negociation on foot? 
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Mr. Oz de faid he had repeatedly told gentlemen that the ties: Pete th 
ty was drawing to a concluſion, and let the event be what u fie H 
would, they would very ſoon know it. $ Uair 
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Mr. Cuxs axn.—However great the honour I may have received 
from the honourable gentleman's condeſcenſion in giving me #8 
an{wer, yet | mutt beg leave to proceed, He has told us there 
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a treaty on foot; now if there is, what injury can be done the 
cauſe by diſcloſing that a Row has been made to the court of 
Portugal? If circumſtances avourable to us are included in that 
propoſal, the information will quiet the minds of the people, 
and not diſſerve the honourable gentleman or his cauſe, He ſaid 
he had indeed heard of a game of cheſs going from one generati- 
on to another, but in a commercial negociation he humbly appre- 
bended a fimilar procraſtination was unneceſſary. He would be 
happy to be informed of a ſimple queſtion, whether the intertup- 
tion was to be on the exportation of cloth to Portugal? If, ſaid 
he, we ſleep over this buſineſs any longer, will not Portugal 
laugh at our puſilanimity? Your prohibition of port wine is a 
ion Mar of revenue upon yourſelves 3; you make us pay double for a 
plals of wine to revenge yourſelves on the Portugueſe, Fer this 
tax I am no advocate z not from a motive of luxury ſo much, as 
to prove that we are not ſo inconſiſtent as to take revenge of the 
Portugueſe for the miſconduct of the Engliſh miniſters. If the 
queſtion of adjournment 1s put, it will tell the Portugueſe 
that the Houſe of Commons have given up the circumſtance z 


Lv terefore I will, in conſequence of this opinion, vote againſt the 
buen journment, and for the motion of my honourable friend. 
a few Mr. Bux (of Oldtown) obſerved, that if Britain was in 
one, uneſt, that Ireland ſhould participate of the Portugal trade, this 
reſcue Motion would rather accelerate than retard the information which 
end; iſt went to require, and therefore could not be reaſonab. y objected 
e vi ſo. He was certain that in the whole proceſs of this matter, Eng- 
earned nd had neither exerted her abilities nor rendered her duty to this 
to les ountry, elſe Portugal dare not refuſe rendering juſtice to this 
Tuna euntry. Could it be ſuppoſed that a ſtate, who could not call 
dicule. Wee kingdom her friend from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, who 
uſe fell Nad no protection but Great Britain for exiſting as a ſtate, would 
rous 10 Wienture to refuſe the peremptory demand of its protector? Would 
1s to be fch a contemptible crown as Portugal trifle with the juſt de- 
nan de- Wands of that power, which might be ſaid to have maintained a 
orcation Wie with the world in all its quarters, and yet retreated with dig- 
oute d? Since written evidence was refuſed to be given, to clear up 
licule of Wie dark proceedings on the Portugal buſineſs, inferences muſt be 
y deligh® Wade from circumſtances ; and could it be reaſonable to call now 
if there Er information, when it was recollected that five years ago an 
agliſn ſecretary made the ſame anſwer, in the very ſame place 
the tree Pere the right honourable gentleman had riſen on the other fide 
what it te Houſe, with probably as little certainty of ever bringing 
affair to a concluſion, 
= He ſaid Ireland could not exiſt without commercial reſources 
recen ſupport the enormity of revenue which it was annually obliged 
* lend to England. ithout a mart for her woallens and butter, 
IS thelc “ 


could ſhe be enabled to ſend oue million and an half of 
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money every year into Great Britain, to pay the rents of abſe,, 
tees and the prices of manufactures, before ſhe could touch x than 
halfpenny herſelf? How would England like that inſtead d vor! 


making prompt payments to Iriſh abſentees and Britiſh manufadu- land, 
rers, that ſhe ſhould ſay, I am in the train of paving you, hut opint 
know not when J ſhall conclude on that head.” Untortunate!y ſequ 
ſaid he, there is nothing in train but our commerce, for the d. have 
charge of every thing eiſe the demand is forcible and peremptors, Mou 
Even the frivolous conſtruction of treaties is ſet up again u; WM OY © 
Portugal, with an old Latin treaty in her hand, gives its worgins dom, 
her own conſtruction, untavourable to Ireland z while, on te ed. B 
other ſide, England takes up her own act of navigation, vill b 
conſtrues its ſimple meaning to the diladvantage of this country, por 


It was at length high ume to come to a definition on ti 700, 
head, and if delays were to be admitted, let it be in conſequence da 
of well-grounded documents that ſuch delays were neceſſary, 1s thi 


Mr. Sacxviltte Hamil.ToNn. —In the courſe of the debate 
many charges have been made againſt the Britiſh miniſters, zzif | 
they had not fairly and zealouſly ailerted the rights of Ireland, R A v 

bas fallen in my way to know a good deal of this buſineſs, 2:4 iff ; * 
J think it but juſtice to declare, that miniſters in Great Britin hows 


and government here have exerted all their influence, and all thei * 
abilities, fully and fairly to bring it to a concluſion tavourable unn 
this country. | ny + 
Sir Joux BARE ſaid he could not think of putting d Fra 
motion off with a queſtion of adjoutument; he would mett i Portug 


and decide againſt it as ſoon as poiſible—for if Ireland had net 'f we 
mind to make herſelf the laughing-ſtock of Europe, in matten there i: 
of negociation, ſhe would not for a minute entertain a thought butter, 
interfering with miniſters while they were endeavouring to formt 
treaty. 

— advantage Ireland may gain by a treaty with Poi. 
gal, France loſes exactly fo much. Will you then advert 
France cf the ſituation in which your treaty at this moment ſtand 
by laying on your table the papers moved for ?—PFrance, in thi 
bargain with Portugal, is a bidder againſt you. From a fituatia 
in which I had once the honour to be placed at a foreign cout 
1 had an opportunity of ſeeing this. France has already got tl 
better of England in the lighter cotton and woollen manufaQure 
which are in requeſt in Portugal; the only rival ſhe has now i 
fear is Ireland, and will you act now in ſuch a manner as to! 
France circumvent you? If you do, you may be efteemed ge 
your valour, your generoſity, your integrity; but, as politic 
you will be laughed at by all Europe. 


linen a1 
Portug? 
Axiety, 
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Mr. Bux ron Cox vNGHAM.—No man entertains an bigit 
opinion of the honourable gentleman who moved this que 


= 
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than I do; but give me leave to ſay, that is the only thing in the 
world the moſt advantageous to Portugal, and injurious to Ire- 
land. Nothing could more ſerve the cauſe of Portugal than an 
opinion, not founded in fact, that her trade is an object of con- 
ſequence to us. It has been ſaid that England might long ſince 
haveſettled this buſineſs, if ſhe had thought proper; but is it to be 
thought that England would ſacrifice Ireland, connected to her 
by every tie Ireland, her ſecond ſelf, to a paltry foreign king- 
dom, which exiſts but by her protection? It is not fo be imagin- 
ed. But if Portugal can ſow jealouſy between the two iſlands, ſhe 
will be enabled to make the better bargain with both. The whole 
export trade of Portugal is but 800, oool. per annum, of which 
-00,0001, is to Great Britain and Ireland, in fruit, ſalt, wine, 
and a few other articles. The wine of Portugal, communibus annis, 
13 thirty-fix thoufand pipes, twenty thouſand of which England 
takes, and Ireland half the remainder. There are no other na- 
eber tions that uſe the productions of Portugal in any conſiderable 
auß quantity, and ſince we have laid on the high duty, the exports 
. R wine have diminiſhed exceedingly; in one houſe not leſs than 
end er hundred pipes. It is their wine lying on hands, and the mur- 
mn murs of their merchants, that now excite Portugal to treat with 
tber WW us, The article of wine alone uſed to draw $0,000. annually, 
vic o in money or produce, from this country to Portugal, the loſs of 

which Portugal. can ill ſuſtain, Upon an average the beſt wines 
ng be of France are five and twenty per cent. cheaper than the wines of 
cer u Portugal. There is no danger, therefore, of our wanting wine, 
| nct oY if we ſhould entirely refrain from the Portugueſe market, but 
naten RY there is no other place in the world that can furniſh Portugal with 
gr al butter, if ſbe refrains from taking that which is produced here. 
form i Befides, Spain produces wines that are exceedingly good, and 

well adapted to our climate, and there are a thouſand reaſons why 
Pom - ve ſhould cultivate a commerce and friendſhip with Spain in pre- 
demie erence to Portugal. One is, ſhe has no linen manufacture of 
ſtand ber own, but her demands for linen are endleſs, whereas Portugal 
in t bas 2 conſiderable manufacture of linen, and her demands for Iriſh 
ituationM linen are inconſiderable. Upon the whole, I think the trade to 
cout ortugal by no means an object on which we ſhould expreſs any 
get tiWeniety, and if we do, it is the effectual way to prevent an ad- 
{ature vantageous treaty, 


wm Mr. MoxnTGomery (of Donegal.)—As the right honourable 
* 1 We" tleman has given us ſo much information, I beg leave to give 
* * bim a little, If Portugal had no other market, — alone 
ti ould take all the wines ſhe can produce, not to mention the 
porthern kingdoms of Europe, particularly thoſe ſurrounding the 
Baltic, where the wines of Portugal are in high requeſt, But this 
a political hunting; England is jealous of Ireland, the only 


vuntry * can cope with her, and therefore ſhe endeavours to 
01. 9 8 
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make a quarrel between us and Portugal, two countries that at- erect 
by nature adapted to trade with each other, and which would 


time, 
for ever continue in amity, if our ſiſter, or rather our tyrant, why M 
ſtarves one half of us to bribe the other, did not uſe every artitice 8 | 
to create ill-will between us and Fortugal. * f 
Mr. Duns ſaid ane gentleman had endeavoured to ſhew that on thi 
Portugal was prevented from entering into a treaty with us hy firſt ti 
France, who had monopolized her trade; another, that ſhe could 
have no trade with any country but one in a climate ſimilar to 
ours it was impoſſible both theſe aſſertions could be right. 
He then procceded to ſhew that however the Portugal trade 
might be deſpiſed, it was of ſome importance, and by no means TY 
an oh ject that we ſhould relinquiſh, eſpecially as we were intitled dir 
to it not only by the Methuen treaty, but by the firſt treaty forn- dal e 
ed with the Braganza family. nd d 


In a former debate, faid he, I mentioned ſome expreſom boug 
which the public prints had ſtared as coming from a nobleman and he 
in the Engliſh Houſe of Peers, | mean Lord Hillſborough, — Mr, 
{Here the Houſe grew clamorous, and would not ſuffer W. mitte. 
Dunn to proceed. The Speaker having eſtabliſhed order, Mr, ifceived 
Dunn proceeded.] I know it is exceedingly indelicate to ſpest 


of any perſon in another Houſe. If I have tranſgreſſed order, | _ 
moſt humbly aſk pardon z but riſing as I do to explain and to 0 

wipe away any imputation undeſerved by that nobeman, I te- Am 
gueſt I may be heard, When I mentioned. Lord Hillſborough, {borrow 


as Charging with diſloyalty a great and reſpectable body of Irilh« 
men, and as ſpeaking of an union, I accompanied what | (aid 
with a declaration of my diſbelieving the ſtory, though as it had 
been ſet forth in the public papers, and was not till then denied 
on the part of his lordſhip, I was warranted in ſtating it to the 
Houſe, that every man might expreſs bis abhorrence of ſuch 
ideas. I have fince moſt ſedulouſly inquired into the matter, and 
1 have now authentic and indiſputable proofs that his lordſhp 
never did make uſe of any ſuch words as thoſe which were at 
tributed to kim, but that the calumny was propagated with intent 
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* liars, 
to injure a worthy man in the eſteem of his country. Having for WR... by 
merly ſtated the charge, I now think it juſt and liberal to tas WY: 
the refutation. lto wat 

The queſtion of adjournment was withdrawn, and afterward ippealin 
Mr. Longfield's motion. 8 wn 

Sir Hexxy HarxTsSTONGE preſented a bill to amend an a — 
palled in the twenty-third and twenty fourth years of his preſent 
Majeſty, entitled an act for etecting and building a new 4 br, 
convenient gaol and marſhalſea in the county of Limerick, a, er, 
county of the city of Limerick, and to enable certain truſte Wy , Pub 


and commiſſioners therein named to purchaſe ground whereon 
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weft and build the ſame 3 which was received and read the firſt 


time. 


Mr. ConNyNGHAM preſented a bill to explain and amend an 
act paſſed in the twenty-fifth year of his preſent Majeſty, entitled 
an act for the further improvement and extenſion of the fiſheries 
on the coaſts of this kingdom; which was received and read the 
firſt time. | 


Oy 00 6 


Monxnay, Masch 13, 1786. 


Sir Lucius O'Bx1en faid he had a matter of great commer- 
cjal conſequence to ſubmit to the conſideration of the Houſe, 
and deſired to know when gentlemen would agree to its being 
brought on, as he believed they were ſtinted in point of time, 
and he wiſhed an early day. lt was agreed for to-morrow. 


HE! Mr. Tv pp preſented a bill for the relief of perſons who have 
Nb. omitted to qualify themſelves according to law z which was re- 
WM. eeived and read the firſt time. 


peat Mr. Fox ses preſented a bill to limit the amount of penſions; 
which was received and read the firſt time. 


A motion was made, that this bill be read a ſecond time to- 
ugly morrow, 


Sir HexcvLes Lancrisne ſaid he was certain his honour- 


| ſaid able friend conſidered penſions as a public enemy, when he ob- 
t had erved the order and regularity with which he made his advances 
enjed anſt them: On Monday laſt he firſt iſſued his challenge in due 


om, and it was counterſigned by a very powerful ally indeed, 


* bo ſignified ſomewhat of ſeverity againſt any who ſhould enter- 
„ ain a contrary opinion. My right honourable friend, continued 
müht te, did not go ſo far as Lord Peter * in the Tale of a Tub, who 


jeclared, that “ all who denied his poſition were ſcoundrels and 


1ntent B+ liars, and damned ſons of whores.” However, his inference 
* 4 ſufficiently ſtrong againſt thoſe who ſhould diſpute his doc- 
0 


ne. On Friday laſt, through another powerful ally, a mani- 
lo was publiſhed, referring to the opinions of former ages, and 
ppealing to the world on the preſent enormity, This day, on 
be approach of the Ides of March, my honourable frend marches 
s bill into the field, formed and drawn up with great ſkill, and 
ler the conduct of able generals yet I muſt freely confeſs, with 


n Mr. Grattan, in @ former debate, ſaid if he ſbould vote that pen- 
k, H were not a grievance, he would vote an impudent, an inſolext, 
ruten e public lie. 

teon d 8 2 
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all its advantage of ground, with all the ability of its leaders, |; 
yet appears to me utterly indefenſible ; that it has more of figur 
than force; that it is vulnerable in every part, and an opinion 
its imbecility alone could embolden ſo feeble an adverſary ty 
make a ſtand againſt it. 

Whatever reſpect is due to any authority under the ſun, what. 
Ever deference is due the practiſe of any nation, or the opinion a 
any man, there are certain principles which are beyond their in. 
fluence—there are certain principles that are in their nature in. 
mutable, and in our conſtitution there are principles that muſ 
ſtand unaltered as long as our conſtitution ſtands unimpaired, 
The wiſdom of our anceſtors, or the happy concurrence of ac- 
cidents that produced our excellent conſtitution, has interwoven 
with the republican part (which ſecures public liberty) a part df 
the ſpirit, the acivity, and the energy of monarchy, to ſecure 

ublic ſafety. This energy muſt exerciſe itſelf through the crown, 
in its known and aſcertained prerogatives, which are veſted in the 
crown under conſtitutional truſts, to be uſed for the public good, 
Theſe, from their very nature, muſt in the firſt inſtance be ei- 
couraged under the difcretion of the crown, otherwiſe there will 
be an end of the truſt, and an extinction of the power, 

The conſtitution has not left thoſe powers without a controul; 
we all know the abuſe of thoſe powers is ſubieR to the control 
of parliament z but if you do not leave the original exerciſe free, 
you defeat the prerogative, and alter the conſtitution ; and there- 
fore I lay it down as a maxim, which cannot be controverted, 
that any law which fhalt place an undoubted prerogative of the 
crown under bondage is unconſtitutional, and therefore if there 
were no other objeCtion than that, this bill is inadmiſſible. 

Suppoſe a bill were propoſed to reſtrict the crown in powers 
of king war or making peace, or limit the rights of granting 
pardon for breach of the laws, my honourable friend, I am ſure, 
would not admit it; and yet theſe powers not only are liable u 
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abuſe, but frequently have been abuſed. A raſh declaration df 


war may be the ruin of the ſtate, and indiſcriminate pardons may 
be the ſubverſion of the laws, but the conſtitution could not ſubſil 
without them. 

Look through Magna Charta, the petition of rights, the decli- 
ration of rights look through the new Magna Charta for Ireland, 
which a right honourable and moſt reſpected friend of mine dies 
with his own hand—you will not find a ſingle attempt in ancient 
or modern patriott{m (except in the days of Cromwell) to reſtid 
the legal prerogatives of the crown, they all go to reſtrain pove' 


aſſumed not prerogative, but uſurpation—ſuch as diſpenling 


with the laws of the land, arbitrary impriſonment, and railin 
money on the people without their conſent. As to the gener 
power of granting penſions, that it is one of the legal capaciit 
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of the crown I believe ſtands confeſſed ; it has been recognized by 
parliament for near a century, paſſed in your national accounts, 
and always comprehended- in the meaſure of your ſupply z and 
Lord Coke expreſsly ſays, “ No king or kingdom can be fate 
« ynleſs, amongſt other capacities, the king be enabled to reward 
« his faithful ſervants.” This, like every other capacity, is 
liable to abuſe z and when abuſe is of ſuch a nature as to juſtify 
the interpoſition of parliament, it is the duty of parliament to in- 
terpoſe, It may reſtrit future grants, or call the miniſter to ac- 
count who adviſed the abuſe, but there is not a power in the 
crown which in its nature is ſo incapable of that preciſe limitation 
which this bill affects, as that of granting penſions, You cannot 
attempt to place bounds to that which is in its nature uncertatn— 
it would be to regulate accident, to aſcertain emergency, 

As to the abuſe and miſapplication of the power which is to 
juſtify this bill, we had a general diſcourſe on this ſubje& the 
other day. The liſt was read, as evidence ſufficient for condem- 
ration; it certainly did afford matter of ridicule to the witty, and 
ſeverity to the auſtere z and certainly in ſo various a catalogue 
en. chere muſt, from the nature of things, be materials for both. I 
vill Nato read in the newſpapers a day or two afterwards, a very ludi- 

crous aſſemblage of names held forth to public ridicule, ſuch as 
ul; Gravenkaps, Walmodens, Wartenſlabens, and ſuch like. It is 
trout Wi inpollible to hear the ricital of thoſe names without laughter, and 
free, I vet it is the ſame degree of mirth which would be excited in a 
here · Wi German aſſembly on a recital of the names of M*Loughlin, O*Fla=- 
erted, Wi n2yan, or O*Shaughnaſſy, But what is the ſerious inference from 
of the Wi thoſe names? that his late Majeſty, whoſe illuſtrious family were 
chere eꝛlled over for the eſtabliſhment of your liberties and the ſuppreſ- 

on of arbitrary power, was a German, and that amongſt his faich- 
fal ſervants ſome were his countrymen, whoſe fidelity made them 
objects of his royal bounty, though their names may be the ſub- 
jetts of popular merriment. As to the miſapplication which is to 
jſufy this bill, Iwill not ſay that there are not ſome names on the 
iſt whoſe ſervices do not entitle them to their ſituation, but as 
long as man is man, ſuch inſtances muſt be unavoidable. It is 
japoſſible to expect that the ſtream of royal bounty ſhould never 
ju its progreſs vilit any but the deſerving. It would be to expect 
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deck Nihat human affairs were to be exempt from human infirmities, 
reland, and that infallibility, and not error, was the lot of man. 

1e dies Avery eloquent and reſpeQable member ſaid the other night, 
ancient Wit our very virtues betray us ſometimes from a ſtrict attention 


reftri Wo our public duty! He will allow the ſame ſympathies, the ſame 


teQtions muſt be felt by others. 
As to the magnitude of the 2mount that is to juſtify this bill, 
Wow very well that 95,0001, is a large ſum to be thus employs * 
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ed; that an increaſe of 17, oool. in twenty years is certainly: pl 
conſiderable increaſe of the public expence, yet I do declare tha and 
though I conſider it as a burden, and like every other increaſe of gem 
expence, an evil which, in common with others, is incident — 
even to a free ſtate, yet conſidering the growth of things, and the pb! 
condition of the country, I do not think it of ſufficient magnitude ſely 
to be entitled to the denomination of a national grievance, that guif 
ſhould juſtify the interpoſition or awaken the animadverſion of Bl thou 
parliament, The interpoſition of parliament is a great etfort, that mw 
thould not be waſted on inadequate, but reſerved for great occa- ous. 
ſions. To great occaſions indeed has it lately been directed hy A 
a right honourable friend, whoſe name will ever be remember it u. 
with veneration—A ſuſpenſion of conſtitutional rights—a reftric- grad 
tion of commerce the dependent ſtate of the judges a barrier of log, 
interception between the parliament and the crown—theſe are grezt mm 
occaſions, worthy the interpoſition of pariiament z but if you cout 
waſte them on in alequate gecaſions you deſtroy their authority, _—_ 
When the people of the earth firit heard the voice of thunde, poſe 
they were impreſſed with awe; they thought it the voice of the he a 
Almighty, calling upon them for their ſins; they began to think er 
of amending their lives; but when it became more frequent, it and 
Ioſt its terror and its dignity ;z it was no longer conſidered as the ing 
admonition of ſupreme power, but they began to find out that it en 
was only a noiſe, the reſult of natural cauſes—that it was only Gay 
the intemperate colliſion of inflammable materials—the agitation line! 
of dark and diſcordant vapours. this 
I am not an advocate nor an apologiſt for public prodigality— WW ©” 
A wanton prodigality in the crown is a great crime—it is a breach ll den 
of truſt; but if it is a thing that may happen, we ought to take whi 
care that in 2 againtt it we do not give it a J direction. * 
If prodigality or influence corrupts the principles of government, tae 1 
take care that by ſtopping the current of penſions you do not tur Wl ». 
it into a more pernicious channel, the multiplication of offices, penl 
In that caſe the adminiſtration of the ſtate would be injured, vill bot, 
the nation would be impoveriſhed, In that caſe, to the waſte of Wl *P* 
public money you add the perverſion of public duty; beſide, in * 
that caſe you ſubſtitute in the place of a temporary a perpetua Wl an i 
evil the burden of the penſioner is laid down at his death—tbe WF a3 n 
officer has ſucceſſors from generation to generation, | of p 
I do not ſtate theſe ideas as right I know they are abominably WI evil 
wrong—but as all our ſyſtems are a combination of good and evil, WI fider 
we ſhould not in guarding againſt a leſſer, expoſe ourſelves to 2 with 
greater evil, bill 
There is another circumſtance in this bill which I think utterly ſtep 
inadmiſſible—the reſtriction of penſions is to be relaxed by ti WI the: 
addreſſes of parliament. the 


I do confeſs there may be, and there have been, extraordinarſ 
occaſions, which not only juſtify but dignify the interpoſition ol 
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parliament on this ſubject. Caſes were ſtated the other night; 
and let me add, that when the Commons of Ireland, from their 
genuine feelings, interpoſed to enrich thoſe laurels that were ac- 
quired by the right honourable member iu ſucceſsful efforts for the 
public benefit, they conferred, if poſſible, more honour on them- 
ſelves than on the right honourable gentleman whom they diſtin- 
guiſhed. But occations of this kind are extraordinary; and 
though the magnitude of the ſervice juſtified the novelty of the in- 
terpoßtion, yet making it any thing like a ſyſtem would be injurt- 
ous to the country, and an invaſion of the natural rights of the 
crown ; it would be wreſting a jewel from the crown, and ſetting 
it where it ſhould not ſhine. Beſide, to what a dangerous and de- 
grading ſituation you would reduce parliament—members canvaſ- 
ing, ſoliciting, and gratifying each other at the public expence— 
employed in the double, I had almoſt faid impure capacity of 
courting and complying at the fame time—at once caretling and 
cateſſed it would be abominable, Beſide, if you were to ſup- 
poſe the minilter poſſeſſed of the impure influence you deſcribe, 
he would then grant penſions by the power of his majorities—he 
would diſengage himſelf from his reſponſibility, and place himſelf 
and his prodigality out of the reach of conttoul. And now, hav- 
ing ſtated Come of my objections to the bill, may I afſure my ho- 
nourable friend that, on the firſt day of Auguſt next, (to which 
dy the Houſe ſeems inclined to refer the conſideration of this bu- 
ſneſs) when [I ſhall have the happineſs of converting with him on 
this ſubject, not in this Houſe, but coolly under a ſhade in the 
country, I will mention ſome anecdotes, Which I cannot fo well 
mention to him here, concerning the unaniĩmous reſolution of 1757, 
which will, I truſt, convince him that though the motions ori- 
nated with the moſt reſpectable gentlemen, yet their ſucceſs was 
the reſult of ſingular circumſtances, rather than unanimous opini- 
on. And though parliament have, perhaps, always looked to 
penſions with jealouſy, they really and truly did not, nor could 
not, with 250,000l. in credit, conſider 45,000!. per annum 
In penſions a national grievance that demanded redrels, 


Mr. Hew1T ſaid he would oppoſe the principle of the bill, as 
an invaſion of the royal prerogative, which he-would ever think 
a3 much his duty to defend, as it was to maintain the privileges 
of parliament. Gentlemen, he ſaid, did not ſeem aware of the 
evil tendency of the bili ; they were hurried into it without con- 
ſidering conſequences, juſt as the peers of England, in 1738, when 
with the concurrence of the crown they drew up exactly ſuch a 
bill as the preſent z but the Commons of England fortunately 
ſtepped in between the peers and the crown, and by maintaining 
the royal prerogative, then juſt going to be ſurrendered, preſerved 
ine conſtitution of their country ; and happy for the country it 
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js, that each branch of the legiſlature is a check upon the othe 
two. 

It is admitted, ſaid he, that at times the crown has ſhewn ſon 
marks of profuſion, but in no proportion to the profuſion of the 
commons. I do not mean to condemn the commons for this pro. 
fufion, much leſs the perſons who were the objects of it. A 
one gentleman, who received fifty thouſand pounds, he has ny 
— that he did not take an hundred thouſand, which I belies 
the parliament of that day would have given him, 

In my opinion the bill that has been read is not only unneceſſs 
ry but pernicious. As the conſtitution lands the crown is truſtee 
for the public treaſure, accountable to parliament z but fhould 
the bill be paſſed, the commons would then have aſſumed the pre- 
rogative of the crown, and overturned the conſtitution. 


Mr. Maso ſaid that a ſufficient degree of attention had been 
ſhewn to the ſubject of penſions, and to the honourable member 
who brought it forward, by admitting the introduction of the hill; 
but as he conſidered it as a direct attack on the prerogative of the 
crown, he was determined to oppoſe its further progreſs, That 
the Houſe had frequently paſſed reſolutions concerning the amoun; 
and application of penſions, and had ſometimes debated on the 
ſubject of their legality, particularly in the ſeſſion of 1763, when 
a motion was made for an addreſs, repreſenting to his Majeſty 
that ſome doubts had been conceived concerning the legality of 
penſions, and requeſting that he would withhold the granting of 
penſions until that point ſhould be aſcertained by law; but that 
this was the firfl time that any attempt had been made to limit the 
grants of penſions by an act of parliament, The gentleman, how- 
ever, who adopted this extraordinary and unprecedented meaſure, 
had introduced this bill without any preface, and without adduc- 
ing any arguments whatſoever in ſupport of it;; that as this wa 
the caſe, he ſhould not trouble the Houſe with any reaſons for 
oppoling it; for it was ſurely more incumbent on the gentleman 
who 45) an innovation in the conſtitution to aſſign ſome tea- 
ſons for his conduQ, than for the man who, ſtanding on the ground 
of the conſtitution, oppeſed that innovation. He roſe merely to 
declare his intention of oppoſing the ſecond reading of the bill, 
not to enter upon the ſubject, as he thought it would be idle to 
aſſign any reaſons for oppoſing the bill, until ſome arguments ſhould 
be urged in its favour. He hoped, however, that he ſhould not 
be precluded from riſing again, to anſwer ſuch arguments as might 
be offered, and concluded with moving, That the ſecond reads 

ing of the bill be poſtpened to the firit of Auguſt,” 


Sir BoyLe Rocae,—l oppoſed this bill at its firſt riſing in this 
Houſe, in the ſhape of a motion—{ The Houſe called to Sir Boyle 
to ſpeak up. Indeed I think it neceſſary that I thould overcome 
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my baſhfulneſe, and J lament that I was not brought up to the 
learned profeſſion of the law, for that is the beſt remedy for baſh- 
fulneſs of all ſorts. 

The juſt prerogative of the crown and the rights of parliament 
are the main pillars that ſupport the ponderous pile of our conſti- 
ttion,—l never will conſent to meddle with either, left I ſhould 
bring the whole building about our ears. 

] would not ſtop the fountain of royal favour, but let it flow 
freely, ſpontaneouſly and abundantly, as Hol vwell in Wales, that 
turns fo many mills. Indeed ſome of the heſt men have drank of 
tis fountain, which gives honour as well as vigour. This is my 
hald way of thinking; at the ſame time I feel as much integrity and 
ore I principle as any man that hears me. Principle is the fair ground 
to act upon, and that any man ſhould doubt the principle of 
another, becauſe he happens to differ with him in opinion, is ſo 


* bad an act that I do not chuſe to give it a name. 
ul; Mr. FoxBes ſaid the honourable baronet appeared to have ad- 
the WW journed his arguments, as well as the ſecond reading of the bill, 


hat to the firſt of Auguſt, as he had not uſed one argument againſt 
bunt his motion. He had admitted the abuſe in the penſion lift, and 
the alſo the power of this Houſe to correct the abuſt as to his ob- 
ben e dion to the exception teſpecting penſions granted on the addreſy 
jeſty or both Houſes of Parliament, it appeared then that the honoura- 
y of de baronet had no other objection ; he ſaid he ſhould give up that 
g of part of the bill to accommodate the honourable baronet. As no 
that bold argument had been urged againft the bill, he ſhould treſpaſs 
the Jon the patience of the Houſe were he to ſay any more at preſent, 
ow elpecially as a right honourable gentleman had ſaid that he ſhould 


ſure, rot uſe any arguments, but ſhould reſerve himſelf for another oc- 
duc- caſion. 


ye Mr. Cuxxan.—lI object to adjourning this bill to the firſt of 
s for Auguſt, becauſe I perceive in the pteſent diſpoſition of the Houle, . 
an hat a proper deciſion will be made upon it this night. We have 
* let out upon our enquiry in a manner ſo honourable, and ſo con- 


hitent, that we have reaſon to expect the happieſt ſucceſs, which 1 
ly 10 ¶ would not wiſh to fee bated by delay, 


We began with giving the full affirmative of this Houſe, that no 


le 5 grievance exiſts at all; we conſidered a ſimple matter of fact, and 

zoul adjourned our opinion, or rather we gave {ſentence on the conclu- 

d not Wi fon, after baving adjourned the premiſes. But I do begin to ſee 

night a great deal of argument in what the learned haronet has ſaid, and 

read: U beg gentlemen will acquit me of apoſtacy it I offer ſome reaſons 
Why the bill ſhould not be admitted to a ſecond reading. 

\ this lam ſurpriſed that gentlemen have taken up ſuch a tooliſh opi- 


Zoyle don, as that our conſtitution is maintained by its different com- 
come I benent parts, mutually checking and coutrouling cach other: 
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they ſeem to think with Hobbes, that a ſtate of nature is a {11 
of warfare, and that, like Mahomet's coffin, the conſtituticn i, 
ſuſpended between the attraction of different powers. My frier 
ſeem to think that the crown ſhould be reſtrained from doing 
wrong by a phyſical neceſſity, forgetting that if you take ay 
from a man all power to do wrong, you at the ſame time take away 
from him all merit of doing right, and by making it impoſſible fi 
men to run into ſlavery, you enſlave them molt effectually. Ry 
If inſtead of the thiee different parts of our conſtitution drawing 
forcibly in right lines, at oppoſite ditections, they were to unite 
their power, and draw all one way, in one right line, how pre 
would be the effect of their force, how happy the direction ot this 
union. The preſent ſyſtem is not only contrary to mathematical 
reQitude, but to public harmony; but if inſtead of privilege ſei- 
ting up his back to oppole prerogative, he was to ſaddle his back 
and invite prerogative to ride, how comfortably might they both 
Jog along ; and therefore it delights me to heat the advocates for 
the royal bounty flowing freely and ſpontaneouſly and abundantly, 
as Holywell in Wales. If the crown grants double the amount 
- of the revenue in penſions, they approve of their royal maſter, 
for he is the breath of their noſtrils, 

But we will find that this complaiſance, this gentleneſs between 
the crown and its true ſervants, is not contined at home, it extends 
its influence to foreign powers. Our merchants have been inſult- 
ed in Portugal, our commerce interdicted; what did the Britih 
lion do? Did he whet his tuſks ? Did he briſtie up and ſhake bis 
mane? Did he roar? No; no ſuch thing—the gentle creature 
wagged his tail for fix years at the court of Liſbon, and now we 
hear from the Delphic oracle on the treaſury bench, that he 
wagging his tail in London to Chevalier Pinto, who he hopes ſoon 
to be able to tell us will allow his lady to entertain him as a lap. 
dog 1 and when ſhe does, no doubt the Britiſh factory will furnil 
ſome of their ſoſteſt woollens to make a cuſhion for bim to lie 
upon. But though the gentle beaſt has continued ſo long fawnhi 
and couching, I believe his vengeance will be great as it is ſlow, 
and that that poſterity, whoſe anceſtors are yet unborn, will be 
iurpriſed at the vengeance he will take. 

This polyglot of wealth, this muſeum of curioſities, the pen(- 
on liſt, embraces every link in the human chain, every deicription 
of men, women and children, from the exalted excellence of 1 
Hawke or a Rodney, to the debaſed ſituation of the lady wio 
humbleth herſelf that ſhe may be exalted, But the leſſons it in. 
culcates form its greateſt perfection z—it teacheth, that ſloth an) 
vie may eat that bread which virtue and honeſty may ſtarve for 
after they had earned it. It teaches the idle and diſſolute to look 
up for that ſupport which they are too proud to ſtoop and earn. I 
direRs the minds of men to an entire reliance on the ruling pow 
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of the ſtate, who feeds the ravens of the royal aviary, that cry 
continually for food. It teaches them to imitate thoſe ſaints on the 
penſion liſt that are like the lillies of the field they toil not, nei- 
ther do they ſpio, and yet are arrayed like Solomon in his glory. 
In fine, it teaches a leſſon which indeed they might have learned 
from Epictetus that it is ſometimes good not to be over virtuous: 
it ſbews, that in proportion as our diſtreſſes increafe, the munih- 
cence of the crown incteaſes alſo—in proportion as our cloaths 
are rent, the royal mantle 18 extended over us. 

But notwithſtanding the penſion liſt, like charity, covers a mul- 
titude of fins, give me leave to conſider it was coming home to the 
members of this Houſe give me leave to ſay that the crown in 
extending its charity, its liberality, its profuſion, is laying a foun- 
dation for the independence of parliament; for hereafter, inſtead 
of orators or patriots accounting for their conduct to ſuch mean 
and unworthy perſons as freeholders, they will learn to deſpiſe 
them, and look to the firſt man in the ſtate, and they will by fo 
doing have this {ccurit f for their independence, that while any man 
in the kingdom has a ſhilling they will not want one. 

Suppoſe at any future period of time the boroughs of Ireland 
ſhould decline from their prefent flouriſhing and proſperous ſtate— 
me ſuppoſe they ſhould fall into the hands of men who would wiſh to 
drive a protitable commerce, by having members of parliament to 


ſult bire or let; in ſuch a caſe a Secretary would find great difficulty if 
ritth the proprietors of members ſhould enter into a combination to form 
e [1s a monopoly; to prevent which in time, the wiſeſt way is to pur= 
ature chaſe up the raw material, young members of parliament, juſt 
W we rough from the graſs, and when they are a little bitted, and he has 
yh got a pretty ſtud, perhaps of ſeventy, he may laugh at the ſlave- 
i 


merchant ; ſome of them he may teach to ſound through the noſe, 
like a barrel organ; ſome, in the courſe of a few months, might 
be taught to cry hear ! hear ! ſome chair ! chair ! upon occaſion, 
though, thoſe latter might create a lictle confuſion, if they were 
to forget whether they were calling inſide or outſide of thoſe doors. 
Again, he might have ſome fo trained that he need only pull a 
ring, and up gets a repeating member; and if they were ſo dull 
that they could neither ſpeak nor make orations, (for they are dit- 
ferent things) he might have them taught to dance pedibus ire in 
ſententia,— This improvement might be extended; he might have 
them drefſed in coats and ſhirts all of one colour, and of a Sunday 
he might march them to church two and two, to the great edifica- 
tion of the people and the honour of the Chriſtian religion: after= 
wards, like the ancient Spartans, or the fraternity at Kilmainham, 
they might dine all together ina large hall, Good heaven! what 
a ſight to ſee them feeding in public upon public viands, and talk- 
ing of public ſubjeQs for the benefit of the public. It is a pity 
they are not immortal; but I hope they will flourith as a corpora- 
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tion, and that penſioners will beget penſioners to the end of the 
chapter. 


Serjeant FiTzGeRALD oppoſed the bill on the principle, 
that every ſeſſion of parliament would give opportunity of re. 
forming any abuſe that might take place in the granting of pen. 
ons, and becauſe no abuſe of the power of the crown could now 
be complained of, — The bill, he ſaid, and the arguments uſed, 
even ſuppoſed that the influence of the crown had extended it{:|f 
to a majority of the members of this Houſe, an imputation falſe 
and groundleſs, and which no man was warranted in throwing 
er parliament, much leſs would any dare to declare it in terms; 
if any ſhould, he would be the perſon to move for his expulſion, 
As to the bill, he thought it neceſſary to diſcuſs it, as on its very 
face it ſubverted the conſtitution, by taking away the preroga- 
tive of the crown, and giving to the peers a power they never 
poſſeſſed, and which was the peculiar privilege of the commons 
the power of granting money. 


Mr. Foxsrs, in reply, ſaid that though he till perſevered in 
his opinion, that no ſolid argument had been uſed againſt his bill, 
et as ſome gentlemen of the other ſide had ſaid, that no reaſon 
bad been alligned for bringing in this bill, he conſidered it as his 
duty to explain the principles on which he founded this meaſure, 
At the ſame time, as the Houſe had indulged him with ſuch a pa- 
tient hearing on the ſybjeQ of penſions, on Monday laſt, he ſhould 
not detain them long this night, 

Ikfhe reſted his jultification for introducing the meaſure ſolely on 
this ground, the general conviction which prevailed in the minds 
of every perſon, both within and without the Houſe, of the u- 
ent neceſſity that ſome effectual meaſures ſhould be adopted on 
Sh ſubject, he would reſt it on a ſolid foundation; but in the 
proceedings of the Houſe laſt week, on this ſubje&, he could 
iind a ſtrong juſtification for the preſent meaſure. On Mon- 
day laſt there was certainly a majority of votes againſt his motions, 
but not one man of that majority denied that the preſent amount 
of the penſion liſt was a grievance, The manner in which the 
reſolutions of his right honourable friend [Mr. Brownlow] were 
refiſted on Friday lait, by an adjournment of the conſideration of 
them to the firſt of Auguſt, proved that they contained principles 
which could not be denied facts which could not be reſiſted ; and 
when gentlemen on the part of adminiſtration object to this bill, a 
interfering with the prerogative of the crown, they ſbould recol- 
lect that the objection comes too late; if the bill affected the pre- 
rogative of the crown, he obſerved, why did not the fſervanis of 
the crown, on Friday laſt, oppoſe his motion for leave to bring 
in a bill to limit the amount of penſions ? The title imported not 


enly the object but the principle of the bill, The bill on the ta- 
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le correſponds exactly with the title; why did not the ſervants of 
the crown riſe on Friday laſt, and declare, as a bill of this nature 
affected the rights of the crown, leave could not be granted for its 
introduction without the conſent of the crown being obtained, ac- 
cording to the practiſe in the Engliſh parliament. No- the gen- 
emen did not make this objection, becauſe they knew it could 
not be ſupported. He alſo contended that he was juſtified in his 
preſent meaſure by the experience of the Houſe; reſolutions, ei- 
ther in the committee of accounts or ſupply, to reſtrain the exceſs 
of the penſion liſt, had proved ineffectual. In the year 1757, the 
then amount of the penſion lift had been voted, unanimouily, by 
the Houſe of Commons, a grievance yet by the public accounts 
in the journals of the ſucceeding}{ſſeilion, it appears that in the 
ſpace of two years the amount of penſions had encreafed in a ſum 
exceeding ſixteen thouſand pounds, In the laſt parliament but one 


5 2 reſolution had paſſed, in the committee of ſupply, that Mr. 
Dyſon's penſien ought not to be provided for; notwithſtandin 
in this reſolution, Mr. Dyſon's penſion was paid as ſoon as that lets 
il, fon ended, under the authority of a king's letter; therefore, he 
fon ſaid, chat he was warranted by experience to affirm, that the only 
his effectual means of reſtraining the exceſs of the penſion liſt is by 
_ an act of parliament. If the amount of penſions encreaſe in the 
pa- {ame proportion as they have for theſe laſt twenty- nine years, in 
uid leſs than twenty years every member of both houſes of parliament 
will be a penſioner, 
on Let gentlemen, ſaid he, only examine the laſt penſion liſt, and 
ada obſerve the principle of boundleſs expence which it eſtabliſhes, If 
my in granting penſions neither public ſervice rendered by individuals, 
on nor the capacity of the country to pay thoſe penſions, are to be 
the tiken into conſideration, the expenditure under this article can 
uld have no bounds,—From an attentive peruſal of the laſt penſion 
on- lit, we may diſcover the progreſs, as well as the fatal and final 


ons, effects of this abuſe; this laſt liſt diſcovers a proſpect, though me- 
unt lancholy, not deluſive, of Ireland falling by the hand of a penſi- 
the oned and dependent parliament. 


vere He ſaid that gentlemen on the oppoſite fide had aſſerted that the 
n of bill infringed on the prerogative of the crown; he called on the 
ples ſervants of the crown to prove their aſſertion. They had admit- 
and ted that the preſent penſion liſt was an abuſe; if the prerogative 
|, as the crown was to be ſet up as a bar to every exertion of the 
col- Houſe of Commons, to adminiſter a remedy for this abule, he 
pre- would pronounce that if ſuch doQtines were acquieſced in, there 
is of Was an end to the liberties of this country. Had the crown a pre- 


Togative to do wrong ? Had the conſticution veſted a power in the 
crown to ſubvert the conſtitution ? No; the crown derived its ti- 
tle to the appellation of Moſt Excellent Majeſty from its unbound- 
ed Capacity to do good, and its natural incapacity to do injury, 
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He ſaid one gentleman, who had ſpoken againſt his motion, 
had called for proof of the abuſe of the penſion liſt. If gentle. 
men aſked for proof, he referred them to that very liſt—to the 
effect the reading that lift in the Houſe on Monday laſt produced 
on every hearer. The imprudent exceſs and groſs miſappliaticn 
of this liſt excited that day no other ideas in the minds of every 
man preſent, but thoſe of ridicule and contempt. Did they atk 
for proof, he referred to the reluctance with which the gentlemen 
on the part of adminiſtration oppoſed his motion on Monday laſt 
—tothe abſence of all argument from the ſpeeches againft his mo- 
tion—to the faint and extorted negative uttered on the oppoſite 
fide of the Houſe, when the queſtion was put on his motiun—to 
the embarraſſment in the manner and countenance of every gen- 
tleman who roſe to ſpeak againſt his motion, which evidently 
| proceeded from the feelings of the ſpeakers acting in oppoſition 
to their votes. If they atked for proof, he referred them to the 
conſcience and underſtanding of every man who heard him. The 
adoption of this meaſure would reflect laiting honour on the Houſe 
of Commons, and procure unlimitted confidence from the people, 
By the perſeverence of adminiſtration in their reſiſtance to this 
meaſure, they would clearly and. unequivocally declare the ptin- 
Ciple on which they acted to be this: — We will not impair or di- 
miniſh the ſources of corruption, the finews of Iriſh adminiſtrati- 
on, but tranſmit them to our tuccetfors in all their original vigour 
and efficacy. ä 


Mr. Gzoxcet PonsonBy.—lt has been ſaid by gentlemen on 
the other fide, that no argument has been uſed againſt the intro- 
duction of the bill. I have given my utmoſt attention to the de- 
bate, and while I retort the charge, I muſt ſay that I never heard 
a ſeries of better arguments, interſperſed and enlivened with bril- 
liant ſtrokes of wit, than has been delivered by che honourable 
baronet who ſpoke on this ſide, 

If there was no other reaſon for deferring this bill to the firſt of 
Auguſt, than that it is intended as a centure on the government 
of the Duke of Rutland, I ſhould vote for it; for it cannot be 
ſuppoſed that he would remain in this country if ſuch a bill ſhould 
be carried. With the ſame view the motions which this Houſe 
rejected the other night were made ; they having failed, the cen- 
ſure is now brought in by a fide wind; the argument uſed by the 
laſt honourable gentleman proves it z for be ſays that 1a the year 
1757, à vote paſſed in parliament againſt penlions, and yer the 
very next year the eſtabliſhment was loaded with 16,0001, additi- 
onal. It appears then that the vote had no effeR on government 
at that day; and if no effect was now to be expected from it, to 
what purpoſe but that of cenſure was it propoſed ? 2 

| have looked over the penſion liſt, and | think it may be divid- 
ed into three claſſes ;—The firſt compreherds the royal family— 
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the immediate ſervants of the crown, or thoſe wlioſe ſervicey 
have attracted the notice of majeſty ; the ſecond includes ſuch 
penſions as have been granted in compliance with addreſſes from 
rarliament z and the third conſiſts of ſuch penſions as may be 
{uppoſed to flow immediately from the Iriſh miniſter for the time 
being z or from the public extortion of thoſe who, having influ- 
ence in parliament, inſiſt upon burdening the nation. 

ln the year 17 57, the two firſt claſſes, taken together, amount- 
ed to the ſum of 6,7501. The laſt claſs was 42, oool. actually at 
the miniſter's diſpoſal, Of the ſum that has ſince been added, 
31,2401, has been either for the royal family, the immediate ſer- 
rants of the crown, or in conſequence of the addreſſes of pat- 
lament, that ie, the ſum of 31,2401. of the addition has been 
lid on for the two firſt claſſes, the remainder of the increment 
only at the will of the different miniſters that have ſueceeded in 
twenty-nine years—that is to fay, about thirteen thouſand 
pounds, See then what a ſmall proportion this bears to the mini- 
ſerial penſions antecedent to that æra. In fact, it does not ap- 
pear that the penſion liſt has been increaſed for the purpoſe al- 
leged, and the remedy to prevent its being increaſed further, is 
not to find out that prodigious abundance of merit for which par- 
lament is ſo ready to addreſs. 

The expence of the monarchical part of our conſtitution is leſs 
in Ireland than in any country in Europe. In England, the civil 
liſt is one million annually ; in Ireland the expence of the mo- 
rrchical part of the conſtitution is about forty thouſand pounds. 
If then the bill be meant as an effeQual meaſure, it falls ſhort of 
ts object. The annual increment of the penſion liſt is about 
bool. a year. What proportion does this bear to your grants, 
your pifts, and your bounties? Why, Sir, one fcramble would 
coſt the nation more than the ſo much complained of addition 
would amount to in five years, 

I faid before, Sir, that this bill is intended to caſt a cenſure 
upon the Duke of Rutland's government, and if it was to paſs it 
would be impoſſible for his Grace any longer to remain here, I 
do not think, however, that the conduct of that government has 
nerited ſuch a cenſure, conſidering it even as to the propoſitions. 
At the deſire of the country, they took up the meaſure, and 
vhen it became diſagreeable to the country they laid it down 
gun; therefore J ſay their conduct upon that occaſion ſhould 
lave exempted them from that attack. 


Mr. Bux cu (of Oldtown) began his ſpeech, by defiring the 
Clerk to turn to the journals for the ſpeech of his- Grace the 
Duke of Rutland upon his firſt fitting on the throne of this 
tingdom, as the repreſentative of his Majeſty.—In that ſpeech, 
laid he, he thanked the commons for the chearfulneſi and libeta- 
ly with which they bad granted the iupplies, and promifed the 
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utmoſt ceconomy in the management and expenditure of they. 
When I heard theſe words, I went home with a full conviction dat 
economy would take place. I looked upon it as a public declam- 
tion of the governor, ſealed with the private honour of the man 
—and when I fly that it has been broken, I ſtill ſay that the 
Duke of Rutland is an honourable man, and that he may declare 
with Charles II. my words are my own, but my aQtions are 
my miniſtets In juſtice to his character I muſt indeed add, he 
has never ſince uſed the word economy, though he has ſeveral 
times addreſſed the parliament z nay, though every word of for. 
mer ſpeeches has been copied with clerical exactneſs, yet the 
word economy has not by any accident been repeated. 

The firſt act of the Duke of Ratland's government that ſtruck 
me with ſurprite and aſtoniſhment was, the appointment of two 
poſt-maſters general, where one had formerly been ſufficient, and 
10 ſufficient that he was an abſentee. I know it will be ſaid, this 
was a meaſure of Lord Northington; yet it is ſomewhat ſingular 
that Lord Northington and the friends of the preſent miniſters 
in England are in different habits, have different purſuits, and 
vote on different ſides z all however that can be ſaid is this, 
though they differ in all other things, they agree in laying bur- 
dens on us. As to the gentlemen who were appointed poſt- naſ- 
ters general, I think them worthy the higheſt offices in the ſtate, 
What | complain of is the appointment of two, where one could 
have performed the duty, | 

am alfo informed that an office for the extinction of which a 
penſion was granted, has ſince been revived z; and I hear alſo, 
that the miniſter has another addition of five or ſix thouſand more 
in his pocket, Minifters are fond of round ſums, and ſo anxious 
has ours been to get to the round ſum of one hundred thouſand 
pounds, that he has actually exceeded it. | 

He compared the conduct of the preſent Iriſh miniſtry with that 
of Mr. Petham, who taking advantage of favourable circun- 
ftances, had lowered the demands of the public creditors, where- 
as miniſtry now, though there was plenty of ſtock in the market, 
had choſe rather to deal with the old creditors of the public, and 
even to increaſe their emolument than not to burden the country 
But the conduct of miniſters was different in England and in Ire- 
land; in England retrenchment and economy were principles 
laid down by miniſters, whereas in Ireland the miniiter was not 
aſbamed to come to the Houſe and drill a majority to vote aguial 
the plaineſt matter of fact. [ Here the Attorney General calle! 
Mr. Burgh to order]—If I am out of order, continued he, it 1s 

becauſe truth is not to be ſpoken at all times. We have heard ſo 
much of late concerning the proſperous ſtate of this count), 
that one is compelled to look about to ſee where this proſpert 
_exiltz—Is it in the loſs of trade and the acquiſition of taxes ?—I 
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puts dne in mind of Philip the Fourth, who, having loſt his beſt 
provinces, ruined his ſubjeQs and deſtroyed their commerce, took 
it into his head to be called Philip the Great. Some of thoſe 
who had ſinarted under his miſgovernment cauſed a medal to be 
ſtruck upon the occaſion, on one fide of which was Philip's head 
with the words Philip the Great ; on the other ſide a ditch, with 
theſe words, the more you take out of me the greater I gr w.” 

A gentleman has thrown down a gauntlet, and challenged any 
man to ſay, that the majority of this Houſe act under the undue 
influence of penſions. I know it would be out of order to ſay 
ſo, but he would be a weak man, indeed, that would move the 
queſtion of expulſion on a member for ſo doing. 

L have heard of two penſions given to judges wives. Now why 
that ſhould be done I cannot underſtand ? Was that a part of the 
royal prerogative ?— Was it ever intended that penſions ſhould be 
given to judges wives, when ſo much care was taken to make the 
judges independent of the crown? 

The penſion liſt is no doubt graced with ſome illuſtrious names; 
on it we ſee Chatham, Rodney and Burgh. As to my honoured 
kinſman, the penſien granted to his family reflects the higheſt cre- 
dit upon them, becauſe it was granted for virtues which would 
not have ſuffered him to accept it while he lived. It had the 
double character of mercy, which bleſſeth him that gives and 
him that takes; and if penſions were only to be granted to perſons 
deſerving of their country as much as thoſe I have named, the 
penſion liſt would ſoon fink indeed. 


Mr. W. B. PoxnsoNBY.,—An honourable gentleman has ſtated 
ua grievance, my holding an office in this country, 


Mr. Bux cn. —If it had been an old office, I ſhould never have 
ſaid a word about it. There is no old office in the ſtate too ho- 
nourable for the gentleman, but I complain of the profuſion ma- 
nifeſted in erecting that office, and giving ſalaries to two right 
honourable gentlemen, when, as I ſtated, leſs than one was here- 
tofore able to perform the duty. 


Mr. PoxsoxNByY.—l am very much obliged to the honourable 
gentleman for his good opinion of me; I have not the ſmalleſt 
teaſon to doubt the ſincerity of it. | 
| The eſtabliſhing an Iriſh poſt-office was at the deſire of the na- 
tion, and called for by this Houſe z it was no act of the Duke of 
Rutland, Upon complying with the deſire of parliament, it 
pleaſed his Majeſty to appoint two poſt maſters general. I hope 
they have hitherto done their duty to the benefit of the public, 
ad the ſatisfaction of the Houſe.—I, Sir, am the ſervant of the 
down, but I never will be the ſlave of the miniſter. I know, 
vr, the office I hold was expeQed by a noble friend of the honour- 
able gentleman who ſpoke laſt ; * had it been given to him, all 
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would have been done well, and I ſhould never have grieved x 
bis promotion. 

Now as to the bill before you, this unneceſſary parentheſis he. 
ing over: If government was reſtricted to a certain ſum in grant. 

ing penſions, they would conſider that ſum as permanently fixed, 

and always keep the penſions up to itz beſtowing it upon their 
own friends as they thought proper, and leaving the more meri. 
torious ſervants of the ſtate to the chance of being recommended 
by parliamentary addreſs. This would occafion perpetual job- 
bing in parliament, and the Houfe having in this bill alienated ſo 
much of the public treaſure as it might allot to penſions, would 
have no controul upon their waſte, In my opinion, things ar 
much better for the nation as they now ſtand. If government 
commits any waſte, parliament has a right to controul them; if 
the bill was to paſs, that controuling power would be ſo far giren 
up. 

The ArTroR NY GENEIAAI.— The gentlemen on the other 
fide, who ſo warmly ſupport this bill, have repeatedly charged 
that no argument has been ufed againſt it; that no one has uſed 
any argument but they themſelves; and they further declare, 
that gentlemen are filent becauſe they are drilled by the miniſter, 

Now I have attended very cloſely to this night's debate, and 
though I have heard from thoſe gentlemen, who condema us for 
want of argument, a great number of words, a prodigious array 
of ſentences, yet in my opinion they contain leſs argument, and 
more to be paſſed over without notice, than ever occurred upon 
any former queſtion where I have been preſent. 

The bill goes to a principle the moſt dangerous that ever wa 
introduced into parliament—to rob the crown of its reſponſibility 
of the diſpoſal of the public money, and to convey it to this Houle 
—Nay, not to this Houſe only, but to the Houſe of Peers. Will 
gentlemen give me leave to remind them of what happened after 
the paſſing of their favourite vote of 1757? The members of this 
Houſe caballed together, forming themſelves into little parties 
and voting to each other hundreds of thouſands. And as no go- 
vernment could go on without the aid of their leaders, it coſt thi 
nation more to break chrough that puiſne ariſtocracy which had 
made a property of parliament, than what it would by the pen- 
fion lift for many years. The bill goes to depreſs government to 
the very ſituation to which it was depreſſed by the vote of 1757, 
therefore I oppoſe it. - 

The honourable gentleman who quoted the Duke of Rutland's 
ſpeech, ſaid, he went home with ſatisfaction after hearing i! 
« delivered from the throne, in full confidence that economy 
« would be the principle of his Grace's government; but bis 
* confidence vaniſhed at once when he ſaw two poſt-maſter 

«« general appointed at 15001. a year each,” I do believe it did 
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yet if only one poſt- maſter general, at 3000l. a year, had been a 
artery the honourable gentleman's our Fall. would have fun 


remained, However, the reaſon for appointing two, at half that 
ſalary each, was, that it is an office which requires much atten- 
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0 tion, and it is neceſſary that one poſt-maſter general ſhould be 
= always on the ſpot. 

* Another charge againſt the preſent government is, that they 
ed have not followed the example of Mr, Pelham in throwing aſide 
* the old creditors of the ſtate, and taking in new ones, when there 
* were ſo many in the market for ſale; that is, that they have given 


penſions to the old ſervants of the ſtate, and have not given pen- 
ſons to thoſe who never ſerved the ſtate at all, though there are fo 
many of them at market for ſale. 

Another charge is, that though the Duke of Rutland has fre- 
quently ſpoken to parliament ſince the ſpeech quoted by the ho- 
nourable gentleman, yet from that time to this he has never uſed 
ther the word economy. Doubtleſs this is a heavy charge, but as the 
rged practiſe of economy has been ſubſtituted for the word, I hope it 
uſed will plead excuſe, 
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late, The gentleman complains, that after admitting this bill, after 
ter, giving no oppoſition to the motion for leave to inttoduce it, and 
and atter ſuffering it to be once read, oppoſition is made to the ſecond 
is for reading. I beg leave to tell the honourable gentleman, that there 
array ue very few inſtances in which I would oppoſe a bill without ſee- 
„ding what it contained, and therefore I would not follow the ex- 


upon ample of the reſpectable 110, who would have done their country 
infinitely more ſervice by going into the commercial bill, examine. 

t was ing it attentively, and pruning whatever might be improper, than 
bility by rejecting it without any examination at all. The honourable 
Toute Wl gentleman has ſaid, that Lord Northington and the Duke of Rut- 
Will lad, though acting with different parties, yet both agree in one 

d after WW point—laying burdens on this country. It is ſomewhat odd that 
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the honourable gentleman could not perceive any extravagance in 
Lord Northington's government, while that worthy nobleman re- 
mained here, though now his indignation breaks forth ſo violent- 
ly, I cannot think that he was then drilled to walk out and give 
i ſilent vote, though he never uttered one word upon the ſubject. 
The honourable gentleman has complained of penſions bein 

ganted to judges wives, as not being conſiſtent with the perf: 

independence of the judges. One of the two penſions which he 
complains of was granted before the judge was promoted to the 
bench, the other was given upon the addreſs of this Houſe to the 


aring it I judge himſelf, and at his deſire transferred to his wife, 
oom) But let me aſk gentlemen, who exclaim fo loudly. againſt pen- 


but bis nag de no man amongſt them who has ever thought his own 


maſters Wl lervic 


it did; 


ervieg of a — No, not one. Is there no man 
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who would accept a penſion? No, not one. Was there a manof 
the 110 that would accept a penſion? No, not one. 

When that bill which threatened us wealth and commerce wag 
introduced, was there a man of the ſaid 110 that offered to deſert 
for a penſion ? No, not one. Is there now a perſon amongſt them 
that would come over and vote againſt the bill for a penſion ? Not 
one I am certain: and therefore when gentlemen ſpeak againſt the 
folly and wickedneſs of beſtowing — . on members of parlia- 
__ I am convinced they ſpeak the genuine ſentiments of their 
mind. 5 


Mr. Mien EL SMiTH.,— While I tecollect with how much 
wit and pleaſantry this debate commenced, I cannot but regret, 
both for my own ſake and that of the Houſe, that in its progteſi 
it ſeems to have loſt conſiderably of its ſpirit, though at the tame 
time the main queſtion of argument does not ſeem to have been 
kept more ſteadily in view. 

I will not ſay that no arguments have been made ufe of on the 
other ſide of the Houſe z but I will ſay of thoſe arguments, that az 
to ſuch of them as reſt upon my memory, the greatet᷑ part are in- 
conſiſtent, and all of them inconcluſive, as againſt the principle 
of my honourable friend's bill. 

Sir, the objections to the bill, as I recolle& them, are threefold, 
iſt, that the bill implies an indirect and an unmerited cenſure on 
the preſent admĩniſtration; adly, that it trenches on the preroga- 
tive of the crown; and laſtly, that it is now unneceſſary, or at 
leaſt inexpedient. 

Now, as to the firſt objeQion, I think the gentlemen on the 
other fide do themſelves refute it; for they tell us that economy 
is the motto and the maxim of the preſent adminiſtration z and that 
the Duke of Rutland's firſt object has been to equalize revenue and 
expence; if ſo, what adminiſtration ſo fit as the preſent for the 
introduction of my honourable friend's bill? or how can ſuch an 
adminiſtration poſſibly conſider his bill as importing any cenſure 
on them ? The bill is obyiouſly a bill of economy, and of courſe 
deſerves the patronage and protection of an economizing admini- 
ſtration. And as to the imputation of court-cenſure, ſurely, if 
the preſent adminiſtration has been ſo ſingularly chaſte and frugal 
as gentlemen repreſent, they may defy every ſuch attack, and lay 
with confidence, 

let the galled jade wince, our qwithers are umtvrung. 

Then, Sir, as to any ſuppoſed invalion of the royal prerogative; 
what is prerogative ? The beſt writer who perhaps ever wrote upon 
the ſubject dennes it to be a diſcretionary power in the prince, 
to act for the public good, where the poſitive laws are bilent.” 
From whence it is obvious, that prerogative has no exiſtence ex- 


cext for the public good. If then the prerogative of the crown 
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is in any Caſe turned againſt the public good, it is in that inſtance 
abuſed, and ought to be controuled, 


L The power of parliament to check and controul the royal pre- 
t rogative upon proper occaſions, neither is nor could be contro- 
N verted z it therefore only remains to conſider the laſt objection, 
t in order to ſee whether the prerogative of the crown has been abuſ- 
e ed in grants of penſions on this eftabliſhment, and of courſe, whe- 
i- ther my honourable friend's bill be neceſſaty or not. 
it Now, Sir, the preſent penſion liſt amounts to above 95, oool. a 
year; and after the beſt information I could collect, I do not find 
1 that it was ever pretended the crown had an arbitrary power of diſ- 
: poſing of more than 15, oool. a year of the public revenues; ſo 
7 that on the preſent liſt there appears to be an unwarrantable pro- 
4 fuſion of about 80, oool. a year,—A monſtrous exceſs for an im- 
w poveriſhed country ; and ſufficient to juſtify the preſent bill, if we 
25 looked merely to the amount of our penſion liſt. But, Sir, it is 
1 not that amount, however great, which alarms me, it is the mode 
wy in which thoſe penſions are granted, and the object of the grants, 
- that I am alarmed at; though, at the ſame time, I am convinced 


| that many individuals of ſplendid character and indiſputable merit 
pe ue to be found in the motley catalogue. ; 

1g But, Sir, it a member of this Houſe may once become the pen- 
_ ſoner of the crown, the conſtitution muſt begin to totter, and a 
_ confuſion of characters enſue, that can only end in the diſgrace of 


75 the repreſentative body of the people, and the diſhonour of the 
crown, 

th [ have within thoſe walls heard the wiſdom and the policy of 

= the Britiſh nation commended in terms of high and merited a 


plauſe—Suffer me then for once to remind this Houſe of what has 
been the wiſdom and the policy of that nation with _— to ſome 
part of the ſubjeQ-matter of the preſent debate. In Great Britain 
no man who accepts of a penſion from the crown, during pleaſure 
cr for a term of years, is capable of becoming a member of the Bri- 
th Houſe of Commons; and the act enacting ſuch incapacity does 
in its preamble recite, that ** it was intended for ſecuring the 
* honour of the Britiſh Houſe of Commons.” . 

The ſame noble principle pervades the whole ſyſtem of Britiſh 
legiſlation—it is the vital ſpirit of their conſtitution z they know it 
to be ſo, and they guard it accordingly with a religious attention 
and devotion; and once—once—this Houſe adopted that prin- 
TY ple in its full force ; when you paſſed your bill for ſecuring the 
1 independency of the judges, what was its preamble? Why this: 
15 * Whereas the independency of the judges of the land is eiſential 


_ to the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice, and highly conducive 
* Sa * to the ſupport of the honour of the crown, and the ſecurity of 


ah * therights and liberties of the people.“ Now, Sir, what does this 
Mm 10 clearly and obviouſly import > Why that the legiſlature of 
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this country Conſidered the judges of the land, as then circumſtance, 
ed, to be the dependents of the crown ; that in their hands the ad. 
miniſtration of juſtice was infecure. If then the expounders of the 
laws, thoſe who were only entruſted with the execution and the 
interpretation of them, ought not (as ſurely they ought not) to be 
left any wiſe dependent upon the crown; if their independency 
was eſſentially neceſſary to the impartial adminiſtration ofjuſtice; 
good God, Sir, ought not thoſe who are to make the laws, which 
the judges are only to execute, to be at leaſt equally independent 
of the crown? Can it be deemed ſafe to the ſtate that the maker 
of the law ſhould be dependent, while the legiflature of our coun- 
try has explicitly and nobly declared, that the rights and liber- 
« ties of the ſubjeQ, and the honour of the crown, would be in- 
* ſecure until the venerable ſages to whom the interpretation 
F< and adminiſtration of the law was committed, were rendered 
« completely independent of the crown.“ 

Sir, I have detained you and the Houſe too long ; I ſhall only 
add to what L have ſaid, the excellent adjuration of a celebrated 
writer, let us be loyal, but free; obedient, yet independent; 
let us reverence the crown, but guard with religious caution 
* againſt the ſervile and corrupt influence of thoſe whoare entruſt- 
ed with its authority. 


Mr. Mas ox, in reply to Mr. Smith, ſaid that the gentleman had 
waſted much time and labour in enlarging on the independence of 
parliament, and the dependence of penſionets, which were no- 
thing to the purpoſe, as the diſqualifying of penſioners from ſitting 
in parliament was not one of the objects of the bill; that he allo 
was miſtaken in his aſſertion, that 15,0001. a year only of the 
hereditary revenue was applicable to the payment of penſions, 
He acknowledged that in the preambles of ſome of the acts which 

rant the hereditary revenue, there are words which may be con- 
ued to imply a 8 or at leaſt a general appropriation, but 
that there were other branches of revenue which certainly were 
not ſubjeQ to any appropriation z that the caſual and other reve- 
nues to which his Majeſty was entitled by common law could not. 
poſſibly be ſubjeQ to ſuch appropriation. Theſe branches, how- 
ever, were of little amount, not exceeding in the whole 15, oool. 
a year; but, he ſaid, there was another great branch of revenue, 
producing above 60,0901. a year, he meant the quit rents, which 
were never appropriated to any public ſervice, nor were ever 
granted by the people to the crown. 

Every man muſt know the diſtracted ſtate that this country was 
in at the time of the reſtoration, and how impoſlible it was to re- 
duce it to any kind of ſettlement, unleſs his Majeſty, King Charles 
II. ſhould relinquiſh his claim to the mbar forfeitures which 
devolved upon the crown in conſequence of the rebellion of 1041 i 
and accordingly the king, in his declaration from Breda, ſurren- 
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dered his claim to the forfeited lands, _— out of them a cer- 
tain acreable rent, as a ſmall compenſation for the rights which 
he reſigned,z and this declaration of the king was afterwards re- 
corded in the act of ſettlement. It is evident, therefore, that 
the quit-rents were never granted by the people, but were part of 
the Gefelcure reſerved by the king, when he facrificed the reſt to 
the welfare of his ſubjects. The quit-rents, therefore, muſt ne- 
ceſſarily partake of the nature of the forfeited lands themſelves, 
ard remain, as they were, the abſolute feudal property of the 
crown, That there was another great branch of revenue, equal 
in produce to the quit-rents, which was not ſubje& to any ap- 
propriation, that is, the hearth- money. The hearth-money was 
granted in order that the public revenue might be in ſome meaſure 
zpportioned to the public charges, and is a full compenſation to 
his Majeſtv for the profits ariſing from the courts and the military 
tenures wh ch were then ſuppreiſed. And as the profits ariſing 
from thoſe ancient rights were the feudal property of the crown, 
the duties granted in compenſation of them ſhould in juſtice be 
conſidered 1n that light alſo. 


Mr, Cox« v ſaid he congratulated the Houſe on miniſtry having 
it length condeſcended, upon the queſtion of penſions, to ſpeak 
to parliament. Their conduct was different in that reſpect on 
tis day, from what it had been on the two former days, when 
luis queſtion was moved, and demanded that attention ſhould be 
pad to every thing, which fell from them in the ſhape of argu- 
nent, in oppoſition to the preſent bill. One ſpecies of argument 
tad been touched upon with great dexterity, ſince it was in ap- 
pearance uſed as an argument, but was in fact declined as a foun- 
dition on which to build any reaſoning z and every learned gen- 
leman who had ſpoke had ſhewn how ſenſibly he had felt its futi- 
Ity—it was what reſpected the prerogative of the crown. That 
the prerogative of the crown was ſubject to the ſuperintendance 
vd controul of parliament, none of them had ventured to deny. 
The power of parliament over the prerogative was too firmly 
tlahliſhed to admit of a queſtionz not a power of limiting it only, 
but allo a power of ſuperintending its exerciſe within the limits 
ad bounds already ſet to it. This ſuperintendance forming the 
curacteriſtic, diſtinguiſhing ours from an abſolute monarchy, and 
tie notoriety of thoſe limits and bounds forming, as a great writer 
ſerves, one Chief boaſt of our conſtitution ; to deny that ſu- 
perintendance and controul, what would it be but again to ſet up 
unlimited power and paili ve obedience; a docttine for ever ex- 
Poded with that unhappy family, who fooliſhly ſetting up the 
dune right of kings, fell a ſacrihce to the ſacred energy of that 
Conſtitution which they blaſphemed; but upon that point no reli- 
ice is placed, therefore no confutation neceſſary. The ar- 


ments uſed by the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt 
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; + 
are of another deſcription, drawn from aQt of parliament, accom. 
8 with ſtatements, which I muſt beg leave to controvert. 
he right honourable gentleman has ſtated certain branches of the 
hereditary revenue to be veſted in the crown, ſubje& to certain 
vague and general expreſſions, not amounting to appropriation z 
and other branches of the revenue to be veſted without any terms, 
either of general or ſpecial appropriation or limitation whatſoever, 
Of the latter kind he has ſtated the quit-rents, the hearth-money, 
and the caſual revenue; as to the quit-rents and hearth-money, l 
deny the aſſertion, and will, with the leave of the Houſe, prove 
the reverſe to be the fact; convinced, however, that the want of 
recolleQing the fact, not any intention of miſtating, is the cauſe 
of the ſtatement that has been made; for I have too much teſpedt 
for that right honourable gentleman's character to impute any in- 
tentions but the faireſt on all occaſions z and too much reſpedt for 
his information, not to endeavour to correct the error which he may 
lead the Houſe into on this poĩnt.— The hereditary revenue, as it 
is called, is part of it under the common law, and part under the 
ſtatute law: And here let me beg leave to remark, that a very er- 
roneous notion has been annexed to the word hereditary—the 
duties called hereditary have been falſely ſuppoſed to be the pri- 
vate property of the crown. The true meaning of the word, by 
common acceptation, is perpetual—it relates to the extent or con- 
tinuance of thoſe duties ſo called, not to the intereſt or eſtate 
which the crown takes in them, —The words granting to his Ma- 
jeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, are words making them hereditary, 
it is true, but the very ſame words are uſed in every money bill 
of every ſeſſion, granting the additional duties for one yeat; and 
therefore thoſe temporary duties are as much hereditary for the 
time for which they were granted as the perpetual duties are; in 
that very reſpect they are equal and the ſame; in continuance they 
are different ; and therefore hereditary is meant to expreſs perpe- 
tual, as commonly uſed, and not the eſtate or intereſt of the crown 
in the duties. What muſt be taken from the words of the ſtatutes, 
granting them where granted by ſtatute? But all, whether by ſta- 
tute or common law, are beſides conſtitutionally ſubje& to the 
inquiſitorial controuling inveſtigation of parliament. Theſe per- 
petual duties are to comply with the common phraſe; theſe here- 
ditary duties are eme of them by the common law, and ſome by 
ſtatute law ; of the former are the caſual revenue, conſiſting of 
fines, forfeitures, wrecks, warfs, eſtrays, treaſure trove, gold and 
filver mines, deodands. The prirage of wines is allo by preſcrip- 
tion; as are a certain ſpecies of rents, viz, crown-rents, which 
were reſerved out of the grants of lands made by Henry VIII. 
formerly belonging to the monaſteries which he ſuppreſſed ; the 
rt corn rents likewiſe, which were rents payable out of thoſe 
Hands to the monaſteries, while ſubſiſting z * compoſition rents, 
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(tied with commiſſioners appointed for that purpoſe by Queen 
Flizabeth, to be paid in lieu of quarterage, and other ſervices re- 
lating to the army, in certain parts of the kingdom. Theſe are all 
therefore without any appropriation, general or ſpecial, being by 
preſcription or common law. Thoſe under the ſtatute Jaw are 
the quit-rents, exciſe, cuſtoms, hearth-money, ale and beer li- 
cenſes, and wine and ſtrong water licenſes, The ſtatute granting 
the laſt is, I fairly acknowledge, without any words of appropri- 
aon; but from the title, preamble, and from the inconſiderable 
{ale of either ſtrong waters or wine in this country, in the years 
when they were granted, namely, the 16th and 19th of Charles II. 
this clearly appears to have been an act of regulation, and not ef 
revenue worthy of any appropriation.—T he ſame cannot be ſaid 
of any other of thoſe duties: As to the quit-rents, they have been 
fared by the right honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, to be un- 
ter the common law; they are not only not ſo, but they are ap- 
provriated by ſtatute to public ſervices of government only. Tae 
quit-rents were rents reſerved out of the grants of lands forfeited 
by the rebellion of 1641 yz and the right honourable gentleman 
will find that they were expreſsly appropriated for the public ſet- 
vice, and by act of parliament declared to be for ever to be retained 
or that uſe, without being ſubject to any alienation, gitc, grant, 
or penſion whatſoever; and if he wiſhes to know the ilatute, it is 
by the 11th and 12th of William III. 


Mr. Mason roſe and ſaid he was aware the honourable gentle- 
man Mr. Corry] would allude to that ſtatute z but he got up to 
nform him that that was an Engliſh ſtatute, and not of force here 
and he hoped the honourable gentleman was not an advocate for 
the force of Engliſh ſtatutes binding Ireland. 


Mr. Coxxv faid he thanked the honourable gentleman for luis 
nformation; he knew it was an Engliſh ſtatute, and in return 
be would lead the right honourable gentleman's recollection back 
two ſeſſions of parliament, to inform him that on the reſtoration of 
the Iriſh conſtitution an act had been introduced by a right honour- 
able gentleman, then a member of that Houſe, and now preſidin 
na court of juſtice, by which that ſtatute, and all others of the 
me deſcription, became law in Ireland, and therefore the right 
lonourable gentleman wao had juſt tat down mull, if he denied the 
force of the 11th and 12th of William the Third, deny at the 
lame time the authority of the parliament of Ireland to make laws 
io bind Ireland, which he could not by any poſlibility deny, and 
therefore he could not deny that the 3 mentioned is in force 
bete. He then ſhewed that the quit · rents remained appropriated 
by ſtatute to the public ſervices of the government of the country. 
He then went through all the other branches of the hereditary te- 
lenue, under the ſtatutes, as paſſed in the 14th and 15th of 
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Charles II. and read from each the appropriations ; ke read alſo 
the clauſes expteſsly prohibiting the application of the hearth-mo. 
ney to any gift, grant, or penſion whatever, which he truſted 
would ſhew that the right honourable gentleman had miſtated 

though inadvertently, he was ſure, that part of the revenue, 
Having gone through the whole of the hereditary revenue, he ad- 
verted ro the arguments uſed by another honourable gentleman 
[Mr. George Ponſonby] on that fide of the Houſe ; the compli. 
ments he paid to the mover, though he ſpoke in oppoſition to the 
bill, were well deferved by his honourable friend, but he could not 
agree that the arguments againſt the meaſure were equally well 
founded; the ability with which they were ſelected was to be ac. 
knowledyed by the right honourable gentleman, in ſupport of 
whoſe adminiſtration they were uſed, but the candour with 
which they were propounded certainly merited the thanks of this 
fide of the Houſe. One argument was founded on a ſtatement 
made cf the penſion lift into claſſes, of which claſſes one was 
ftated to contain penſions ariſing from the prodigality and uncon- 
ſtitutional influence of the miniſter, and the corrupt ſolicitations 
of the holders ; and this claſs he ſtated to conſiſt of 40, oool. only, 
In fad, the honourable gentleman had diſpoſed of only 40, oocl. 
out of g5,cool. the amount of the liſt, among the other claſſes he 
had thought proper to ditiingviſh the lift into, and therefore in ſatt 
55,0001. remained for the claſs of profligate and corrupt; the pur- 
port of the honourable gentleman's argument therefore was to 
prove the moderation of only 55,0001, of that lift being dedicated 
to the profligate and corrupt out of the public purſe, and that mo- 
deration he had the modeſty to offer to the Houſe, as deciſive tor 
refuſing to controul the power of the miniſter, to add to the liſt of 
profiigacy and corruption, avowed on the part of the miniſter by 
the honourable gentleman. Another argument was taken from a 
ſtatement of the progretiive encreaſe of the civil liſt in England, 
from Soo, oool. while the monarchial expences of the goverament 
of Ireland were leſs than that of any other country of the tame 
riches and conlideration. As to the new term of monarchial ex- 
pencee, however it might filo naturally out of the opinions and 
principles of the preſent adminiſtration, he did not underſtand it. 
If it meant expences different from the conſtitutional government 
expences of the country z or if it was a new term to inlinuate any 
new idea reſpeCting the conſtitutional government expences of the 
country, he equally reprobated the docttrine of the ficit, or the in- 
ſinuation of the latter. He ſaid that great difference there cer- 
tainly was in the amount of civil expences; ſo there was in many 
ether reſpeQs between the two countries. England had 
eight million of inhabitants to pay thoſe expences, while Ireland 
tad but three million.— England had a peace eſtabliſhment of per- 
haps 14,009,000, lieland no: a great deal above 1,000, 000l— 
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Tagland raiſed from ro to 12, ooo, oool. of taxes, Ireland little 
thove 1, 00, oool.— England had an immenſe navy, Ireland not a 
hip. Obſerve then, with all this inequality, and the immenſe 
difproportion of means, how you ſtand. With all the inferiority 
of Ireland in every other reſpe@, as to general expence, can it be 
acknowledged, without confuſion, that the penſion lift of Ireland 
ſhould exceed in amount the penſion liſt of England? And yet 
this proportional compariſon has been uſed as an argument againſt 
ſtopping-the increaſe of charges on the civil liſt of Ireland, and 
on this occaſion againſt ſtopping the growth of penſions already 
aceeding the penſions of England. 

But let us look a little nezrer into the ſituation of our finance, in 
order to ſee whether there is ground in that for forbearing to ſtop 
the growth of expence, or to place confidence in the preſent mi- 
fry unreſtrained, Wherever you turn your eyes increaſe of ex- 
pence preſents itſelf—the civil eſtabliſhment is increaſed col- 
ecively, and every item of it is advanced in particular—not only 
penſions, but alſo management of revenues, revenue incidents, 
revenue falaries, revenue charges under new heads, concordatum, 
nilitary contingencies, barracks. It would be tedious to the 
Houſe to enter into figures, and therefore I will ſtate only theſe 
two facts: The eſtimates for the year, ending in March, 1786, 
made by the late Chancellor of the Exchequer for that year, are 
exceeded in almoſt every article by the actual expences in a con- 
iderable proportion. The eſtimates for 1957, made by the pre- 
ſent Chancellor of the Exchequer, exceed the eſtimates of 1786 in 
iconfiderable proportion; and if the ſame excels of expence above 
etimate is to take place in 1787, as did in the laſt year, the en- 
ceaſe will be of a magnitude very conſiderable indeed; and there 
8 no reaſon that it ſhould be ſuppoted otherwiſe, ſince the exceſs 
dove the eſtimate in the expences of 1786 has paſſed as matter of 
courſe, unapologized by miniſtry ; but to take it ſtrongeſt againſt 
nyſelf, 1 will take the eſtimate as the expence of the year, ending 
March 1757, and how do things ſtand ?—The late Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, in the laſt ſeiſion, ſtated your revenues for the year 


556, at — — — 1. , io, ooo 
The preſent Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the 

preſent ſeſſion, ſtared your revenues for the 

year 1787, at | - — 924,000 
Defalcation of revenue, - - 56,000 


The late Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the laſt | 
ſeſſion, ſtated your expence for the year 1786, at 938, ooo 
The pretent Chancellor of the Exchequer, in the 
preſent ſeſſion, ſtated your expences for the year 
1757, at — — 1,005,000 


— — —— 
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Increaſe of expence — - £.66,000 WM a clalr 
To which add defalcation of revenue, = 86,00 groun 
| them | 
And there will be made good by parliament, in the who | 
next ſeſſion, if the ſtatement made by the Chan- in this 
cellor of the Exchequer is well founded, a ſum to find 
of - - - - £152,000 WM palliat 
Through all of which I am ready to go ſtep by ſep with the WI priving 
right honourable gentleman, the Chancellor of the Exchequer, beard 
Does this conclude in favour of the growth of penfions, and unpop 
againſt the bill moved? Or does it inſpire much confidence in the Wl fervice 
miniſtry unreſtrained? As to confidence in miniſtry it is become ſuppot 
now too trite a jargon—it is the ſtale prologue to the miniſterial Wi delper 
farce of every adminiſtration—it is, or rather has been, in former ¶ unlup; 
parliaments (for this is pure) the flimſey maſk to cover the bargain Wl from t 
of the member of parliament with the miniſter—it is to ſee with MM into fi 
the eyes, and hear with the ears, and ſpeak by the mouth of the WI ftuati 
miniſter—it js that which the miniſter, while he is here, pays for, Mi was th 
and which, when he goes away, he laughs at and deſpifes—it is the WM manne 
livery of the miniſter of the hour, which ſo diſgraces the wearer, Ile re 
that after the man has left you, whom in your country you deify Wi you ce 
into the object of your faith, it will not allow him to acknowledge WM not of 
vou in his own as an acquaintance, or as a gentleman—it is that ofthe 
which has made former ſecretaries deſcribe former parliaments az lim ſ. 
mean in their purſuits, and uninformed in their underſtandings ; a» Wh claims 
greedy of the emoluments of office, and ignorant of the attairs of Milf open & 
their countt y; as negligent of public eſtimation, and poſtponing Wn co 
every thing to private intereſt ; as ſcoſſing at public virtue in the ¶ they b 
abſtrad, and damning it in the individual, and thereby not only Wlerery 
ſacrificing the intereſt of their own times, but blaſting the ſeeds of ¶ tte pe 
hope and ſafety to the conſtitution to all ſecurity z as a ſet of men In eve 
baſe enough to undertake any ſervice, poor enough to receive any lian 
reward, and profligate enough to avow any proſtitution, —Nay, it ¶ ue po 
has been ſaid that tuch men have had the audacity to fit as judges Mites al 
on their own criminality z and unappalled, to difcharge, in the but he 
eyes of the public, thoſe baſe and profiigate ſervices—the baſe and Nied 
profligate wages for which were the {ubjeQ of preſent parliamen- ¶ de mi 


tary diſcuſſion, as they were of broad and univerſal execration. Wtmed) 
duch is the livery of confidence; but what claim has been made Mr 
for this confidence by any of thoſe able men, and many there are f 


who ſupport the miniſter? Where in reſpe& of conſtitution? * 
Where in reſpect of trade ? Where in reſpect of internal good Wl le] 
government, or of external enlargement of commerce ?—Had * * 
there been ſuch claims, they would have been ſtated on former ** 
days, when this queſtion was moved z when that confidence was Ale 


demanded without the foundation of a ſingle ſpecitic act to found 
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a clalm upon, or was the contemptible figure they then made a 

ound of voluntary confidence. On that occaſion, thoſe amongſt 
them the moſt grave in authority, and moſt reſpeQable for years, 
who have fought many a tough battle in many a deſperate cauſe 
in this Houſe, turned over the volume of their experience in vain 
to find out a precedent that might juſtify, or any thing that might 
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palliare the conduct of the miniſtry of the day.— The more enter- 
prifing and adventurous ſpirit of youth, that had been known to 
teard the Conſtitution itſelf, and to ſupport doctrines the moſt 


and unpopular, becauſe the moſt unconſtitutional, ſnrunk from the 
the WY fervice. —The ſteady ranks of thoſe ſteady to come forward to 
"me Wl ſupport every meaſure of e miniſter, found the ſetvice too 
rial Wi deſperate for their deſperate reſolution, and the miniſter himſelf, 
met unſupported by any friend or any argument, was ſeen to ſhrink 
gain Wi from the power of my honourable friends on this fide of the Houſe, 
with into filence and inſignificance, an eaſy vidim in the contemptible 
' the BW fituation of a ſelf- convicted and ſelf-condemned culprit. Such 
; for, vas the appearance that is to command our confidence. But the 
s the WH manner of your adminiſtration of public monies, and of your pub- 
arer, lie revenues, demands not only this but other meaſures, when 
deify WY you conſider the claims of the miniſter and his practiſe; claims, 
ledge nt of the prince, but of the ſecretary, To ſupport the dignity 
that Wi ofthe crown, and the dignity of the prince, or his royal family, 
ts as WY lam ſure every man who hears me would go to the extent of the 
zu claims of liberality icſelf, but as it is, your revenues preſent an 
irs of I open bank to the profuſion of every ſecretary. Your exceedings 
oning ea concordatum, military contingencies, and barracks, what are 
in the 


they but unlimited letters of credit brought over in the pocket of 


only Wl every ſecretary, on the treaſury of the prince and the property of 
eds of Wi tie people? — The report on theſe, by the committee of accounts, 
f men n every ſeflion, what is it but a blank indorſement on the part of 
e any WW Nliament on the bill of prodigalicy or plunder of the ſecretary z 
ay, it Ide poſthumous grant, made afterwards in every ſeſſion, of mo- 
judges nes already ſpent without the conſent of parliament, what is it 
in the but holding up the forms of the conſtitution, to ſereen unautho- 
fe and ned prodigality, and to convert the unwarranted profuſion of 
amen- de miniſter into the ſolemn act of the parliament ?—As a ſtep to 
ration. {Wiemedy theſe abuſes I vots for this bill. 
4 Mr. Bexesro&D.,—lI do not riſe at this hour of the night to 


enter at large into the debate, but to make ſome obſervations on 


— bmething that has fallen from the honourable gentleman who 

* 4 ſpoke laſt, on the other fide of the Houſe, who has miſrepreſented 

Comer nd miſapplied the acts of parliament he has quoted, but not in- 
un tonal), I am certain. ö 

we i | Alearned gentleman who ſpoke before him, aſſerted that there 


no part of the king's inherent revenue which can be applied to 
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the payment of penſions, except the caſual revenue, amounting : Ml belar 
about 15, oool. a year, and the honourable gentleman who f ah cepte 
laſt has gone into a long detail to prove that none of the — 
ſave only ſuch as he has mentioned, ate liable, ot can be applet this 


to the payment of penſions. of reg 

He has divided the king's revenue into common law and ſtature exiſti, 
revenue, and has allowed that the common law revenue, which W. 
he ſays conſiſts of the caſual revenue, is ſubject to ſuch pay- the ct 


nt. 

Of all the revenues granted to the crown by ſtatute, he has xf. dy o 
ſerted that none are applicable to the payment of penſions, (ave Wl kxried 
only the amount of licenſes; and he has, in order to prove hi; dure, 


aſſertion, quoted to you certain words of limitation, in the ſever; ſuch | 
acts which he ſays tie up the hands of government from applying Les, 
theſe ſeveral revenues to any other than certain public purpot nalue 
therein contained, the fa 
I differ in opinion with the honourable gentleman, and ſhall en. Nov 
onou 


deavour to ſhew that there are revenues which are not tied up hy 
any words of limitation, and which are ſufficient for the payment a gran 
of the penſions, were they double their preſent amount, and al 
I muſt obſerve in the firſt place, that it has been allowed by allo a 
both gentlemen, that the catual revenue is ſubject to them, and that th 
this is about 15,0001. or 16, oool. a year. and de 
The honourable gentleman admits that the revenue ariſing the an 
from licenſes is alſo unappropriated—this may be from 30,000, il ©» 
to 40,0001], a year. 1d of 
I ſball not enter into a diſpute whether the quit-rents are ot tne cro 
are not liable to them; but I ſhall go at once to the revenue of [ kn 
cuſtoms, and ſhew that the words of limitation, quoted by the of pou! 
honourable gentleman, does not apply to the cuſtoms at large. Cize, | 
The honourable gentleman has referred us to the act of cuſtom, Meer 
and deſires us to begin at the ſecond ſection. Now, in my opi- if the « 
nion, the beſt way to underſtand an act of parliament is not by vords 
beginning at the ſecond or third ſection, hut by firſt reading the (MY trainin 
ritie, then the preamble, and ſo on quite through. Here 
But firſt, Sir, I muſt obſerve, that the king was entitled to, tie Cro1 
and did receive a revenue of cuſtom at common law, and that the if parli; 
act which has been quoted does not create or grant that revenue, 
and the very title of the act ſhews thiz—It is entitled an a& for 
ſettling the ſubſidy of poundage, and granting a ſubſidy of ton- 
nage and other ſums of money to his royal Majeſty, his heirs and 
ſucceſſots; and the act begins by ſtating, that for as much as by 
the laws of this realm our ſovereign lord the king, and his heir, WW Mr. C 
are to have revenue, and to levy one ſubſidy of poundage—T hat Wluſib), 
is to ſay, of all and every twenty ſhillings worth of all manner of Wead it. 
merchandize and wates brought into or tent out of his kingdom of Mich pet 
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Ireland, 12d. lawful money of England, wine and oil only ex- 


ted. . 
cept ow it appears clearly from both the title and preamble, that 
this act does not make a new grant to the crown, but is an act 


e of regulation, not of grant; and the preamble fairly ſtates the pre- 
exiſting right in the crown to the revenue ſo ſettled by this act. 
me What, Sir, is this ſettlement? Is i: a limitation of power of 


the crown ? No, the act tells you wat it is; for as much as the 
prices of ſuch merchandizes and vrares are uncertain, and the ſub- 
ſdy of poundage of the ſame not poſſible to be had, received and 
levied in ſo ſingulat a way as the nature of ſuch an affair doth te- 
quire, unleſs ſome certain rates be conveyed according to which 
ſuch ſubſidy ſhall be paid: they accordingly eſtabliſh the book of 
ates, by which all goods ſhall pay 18. for every 208. of their rated 
nlue: It appears therefore that the right of the crown remained 
the ſame over this revenue that it was before. 

Now, Sir, to come to the ſecond ſection, quoted by the right 
honourable gentleman :—I fay this ſection contains a new grant, 
grant of a further poundage of 15. upon merchaats, ſtrangers, 
and aliens over and above the poundage before mentioned; and 
46 alſo a further grant of a tonnage duty ; and here, Sir, I confeſs 
© 0) Wl tixt there is a ſpecial application of this new grant to the guarding 


1 defending of the ſeas, but that does not go by any means to 
ride be ancient revenue of cuſtoms belonging to the crown. ¶ Here a 
| I cry, not by common law]—Sir, I know very well that before the 
I of the 14th and 15th Car. II. there was a ſtatute granting to 
— tie crown a poundage duty. 

ra [ know that the 15th of Henry VII. granted tothe crown a duty 
\v the (A poundage at the rate of 12d. for every 205, worth of merchau- 
4 dize, but neither in this act is there one word of limitation of the 
\ oy power of the crown, ſo that whether the gentleman takes the ri ht 
, jy «the crown either upon the one act or the other, there are no 


oi by "26s limiting the power of the crown over their revenue, or te- 
training the crown in any manner from granting penſions on it. 
Here then is a revenue of about 200,000. a year belonging to 
lie crown, and not reſtrained or limited by any words of any act 
if parliament z and if to this be added the caſual revenue and the 


hat the : . 

venue, mount of licenſes, there 13 a revenue of about 250,000}, unte- 
act for ſrained by any act of parliament. , 

F cage | do not wiſh to take up more of the time of the Houſe; I think 


tave ſhewn enough, and ſhall decline going any further into 
tie ſubject. | 


Mr. GzaTTan.—Sir, the gentlemen who have urged the moſt 
flauſible argument againſt the bill, have not taken the- trouble to 
read it, They fay that it gives up the controul of parliament over 
«ca penſions as al not exceed the limits of the bill. — NO fach 
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ching your controul cannot be given up without expreſs wirt 
but here there are expreſs words to ſave it: here, aware of ſuch : 
pretence, and that no colour ſhould be given for ſuch an objec 
tion, the preamble ſtates the nature of the penſions which are t 
have any exiſtence at all, ſuch as are allowed by parliament,” 
This objeQtion being anſwered by the bill, I muft advert o anv- 
ther, which has nothing to ſay to the bill. 

A right honourable member has declared the bill to be the mb 
exceptionable that ever came i«to parliament, and his reaſon fr 
this moſt extraordinary declaration is moſt ſingular indeed, 
<< becauſe it reſtrains the miniſters of the crown and leaves the 
penſion liſt open to both Houſes of Parliament.“ From thence: 
he infers that a practice of profuſion will enſue, and from hence 
you would infer that the penſion liſt was not now open to the 
addreſſes of both or either of the Houſes of Parliament ; bu: tie 
fact is, that the evil he deprecates, now exiſts z that the bill doc 
not give, but finds and leaves a power to both Houſes of Pali. 
ment to addreſs on ſuch ſubjects. As the matter now ſtands, ot 
or either cf the Houſes of Parliament may addreſs for ſuch charge, 
and the miniſter may alſo impoſe ſuch charges with ſuch addre{. 
ſes. You are thus expoſed to the two cauſes of expence, the 
power of addreſs in us, and the unlimited power of penſioninz 
without addreſs in the miniſter ; and the right honourable gentle. 
man thinks you will encreaſe profuſion by removing one of it 
cauies ; the principal cauſe—the notorious cauſe—the unlimited 
power of the miniſter, the moſt conſtant, operative and plentiful 
ſource of prodigality. In the ſame argument he adds, that the 
power of parliament in diſpoſing of the public money, ruined this 
country, when there was a redundancy in the treaſury, by ſerving 
the purpoſes of jobbing ariſtocracy. According to him, then, 
the greateſt evils which can befal this country are a ſurplus in the 
treatury, and a reſtraint on the prodigality of the miniſter, —A 
protper:ty which produces redundancy, and a conſtitutional bill 
which reſttains the unlimited grants of the crown, is his receipt 
for the ruin of Ireland. In the courſe of this argument my right 
honourable friend has ſpoken of economy; Sir, a friend of mine 
the other right moved a reſolution on the principle of economy, 
* that your expence ſhould not exceed your income z** his mo- 
tion was founded on an obvious maxim, that in ordinary years 
government ſhould be reſtrained by its own eſtimate of expence and 
revenue ; his motion was rejected on two idle arguments ;— 
That untoreſeen emergencies might ariſe, was one argument; 
but neitherthe complexion nor ſituation of the times warranted the 
apptehenſion of danget, and therefore the argument, if it had n6 
corruption in contemplation, was fictitious and idle.—T he other 
argument againſt my friend's motion was, that the maxims & 
economy were adopted already by the preſent adminiſtration.— 


give Ir 
credit 
that ca. 
nor ext 
of his e 
Come 17 
Uiſuade 
txceller 
lane, d 
0 other 

Whil 
profuſio 
the moſ 

Vol. 


it the 
d this 
2rving 
then, 
in the 
14 
i bill 
eceipt 
Y right 
mine 
nom, 
is mo- 
years 4 
ce and 


EE ——— 
) . 


ment; 


red the 
had no 
e other 
£1115 ol 
tion. 


K 303 


On what foundation, fact or authority ſuch an argument was ad- 
vanced, the catalogue of penſions can beſt determine. Thoſe 
penſions are not words, but facts. I always conceived that the 
public treaſure was, like the people's liberty, to be guarded ra- 
ther by law than confidence, and I thought the new taxes a good 
opportunity for eſtabliſhing ſuch a ſafeguard, I thought that ſuch 
a confidence without ſuch a ſafeguard would encourage admini- 
ſtration at laſt into acts of profuſion, but J could not think the act 
of profuſion would accompany the proſeſſions of economy and the 
grants of the people. I could not foreſee that peculation would 
attend the birth of the tax. I will conſider this peculation or the 
new catalogue of penſions, and then the bill—firſt the grievance, 
then the remedy, | 

See how this grievance will naturally affect the people: They 
will perhaps be inclined to think that they ſee in ſuch a meaſure 
the old ſchool revived—the old ſpirit of plunder renewed, when 
government in Ireland was nothing but the diviſion of ſpoil—— 
They will remember that they have given new taxes, and that 
they have not received the commerce which was I fay promiſed, 
or the economy which was profeſſed ; in thort, they will ſee that 
jou have gotten their money, and have given them, as compenſa- 
tion, a new lift of penſions. 

dee how this grievance may affect the Britiſh government: 
When the Britiſh miniſter ſees that he has incurred the odium of 
the new taxes and of their miſapplication, he will naturally ex- 
pect that his influence at leaſt is augmented ; but when he finds 
that he has added nothing to his power, he will lament this attack 
on his credit. The Britiſh government will recolle&, that to 
remove the cauſes of diſcontent and jealouſy in Ireland, Great 
Britain ſurrendered her aſſumed ſupremacy. Perhaps that go- 
rernment will not think itſelf well uſed in the preſent attempt to 
4. Iriſh jealouſy, by the unneceſſary peculation of their ſervants 
In Ireland, 

dee again how this grievance affeQts the Iriſh miniſtry, Why 
de Ireland a grievance for no object on earth, but to leſſen the 
credit of the Iriſh government? Gentlemen ſpeak of reflection 
that catalogue is the reflection. You cannot conceal, nor juſtify, 
nor extenuate 3 your connivance would be aggravation. The name 
of his excellency has been introduced to ſway debate; his friends 
dome in too late to ſerve him on this ſubje&z they ſhould have 
Uſuaded him from giving the offence ; they ſhould have told his 
txcellency that his liſt of penſioners would be prejudicial to his 
ine, and was unneceſſary to his ſupport z that the profit went 
lo others, and the ſcandal to the government. 

While I proteſt againſt this meaſure as a moſt diſintereſted act of 
profuſion on the part of government, and therefore as an act of 
ne moſt ſuperlative folly, yet, will I ſay mere of his Grace the 

Vor. VI. U 
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Duke of Rutland; more than his own ſervants have ſaid of him; 
they have faid of him on this ſubjeQ, what is ever faid, that he 
is a Lord Lieutenant in the rigkt; I ſay he is an honeſt man in the 
wrong, which is better. 

Having ſtated the grievance as far as affects the three intereſt 
concerned, I ſhall confider the defence; and firſt, it is advanced 
that the penſion lift of Ireland is comparatively ſmall—fmal! if 
you compare it to the royal eſtabliſhments of England, or other 
countries. 

I directly controvert that poſition; it is comparatively great; 
for it is this moment equal to the penſion liſt of Great Britain; 
compare it to your hereditary revenue, and it is above one-third 
of the net produce of that revenuez and in the courſe of thirty 
years it has encreaſed more than double, Another argument ad- 
vanced in its defence, tells you that the new penſion liſt, or the 
laſt catalogue, is ſmall; Sir, it is greater than the produce of 
your new tax on hawxers and pedlars. Why continue that tax? 
Becauſe government could not ſpare it. Why waſte that tax? 
When I ſee the ſtate repoſe itfelf on beggars, I pity and ſubmit, 
But when I ſee the ſlate give away its taxes thus eviſcerated from 
the poor; when I ſee government come to the poor man's hovel 

for a part of his loaf to ſcatter it; when I ſee government tax tle 
dlar to pamper the penſioner, I bluſh for the extortion of the 
ate, and reprobate an oft-nce that may be well called prodigy 
lity of rapine. 

Sir, when gentlemen ſay that the new charge for penfions is 
ſmall, let me aſſure them they need not be alarmed z the charge 
will be much greater; for, unleſs your interpoſition ſhould deter, 
what elſe is there to check it? — Will public poverty? No— 
New taxes? No.—Gratitude for thoſe taxes? No.,—Principle! 
No,—Profefſion ? No.— | he love of fame, or ſenſe of infamy? 
No.—Confined to no one deſcription of merit or want of charzc- 
ter, under the authority of that lift, every man, woman, and 
child in Ireland have pretenſions to become a public incumbrance; 
ſo that fince government went ſo far, I marvel that they have ſtop- 
ped, unlefs the pen fell out of their hand, from fatigue, for it couid 
not be from principle. 

No, Sir, this liſt will go on; it will go on till the merchant 
ſhall feel it; until the manufacturer ſhall feel it; until the penſion 
liſt ſball take into its own hand the keys of taxation; and inſteid 
of taxing licenſe to fell, ſhall tax the article and manufacture !t- 
ff; until we ſhall loſe our great commercial reſource, a com. 
parative exemption from taxes, the gift of our poverty, and get 
an accumulation of taxes to be the companion of our pover!) 
until public indignation ſhall cry ſuame upon us, and the mori 
lity of a ſerious and offended community ſhall call out for the inter- 
poſition of law, 
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As a further defence of this grievance, it is ſaid tl at the Houſe 
of Commons have, from time to time, addreſſed for penſions, and 
contributed to the incumbrance: If thoſe addreſſes were im- 
proper, government was guilty of covin in, not oppoſing the ad- 
drefſes in parliament, and the argument then propoſes an emula- 
tion of reciprocal expence, and the exhortation to mutual rapine. 
—If, on the other hand, theſe addreſſes were proper, the argu- 
ment amounts to this, that there are many neceſſary charges on 
the penſion liſt, therefore there ſhould be more that are unneceſ- 
ſary, and the greater the public _ 4 on the revenues, the grea- 
ter ſhould be the miſapplication. In the ſame ſpirit gentlemen 
have relied on bounties and the ſcrambling committee. The fact, 
however, is, that the corn bounty is greatly diminiſhed, and the 
ſcrambling committee is extinct; but*luppeſe the fact to be other- 
wiſe, what is the argument but a propoſal to parliament to have 
the nation a victim to jobs on the one hand, and to penſions on 
1x? the other, | 
ax} In delence of this incumbrance it is further advanced, that old 
mit, quality ſhould be ſupported—Admitted—l have no perſonal diflike 
rom to any individual of the new catalogue. 
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ovel I have for ſome great reſpe& and love the firſt name did ho- 
x the nour to the chair, and is an honour to the parliament that pro- 
| the 


vides for him As to old quality, why not bring back the great 
dig. lim offices now in the hands of abſentees, and give old quality 

| feat places inſtead of little penſions ?—Again, why the one un- 
103 18 der that deſcription confidered fo late, and the other ſo little? But 
harge is the merit of four or five of this catalogue the qualification of 


deter, nineteen, unleſs qualification, like the plague, is caught by con- 
No tagion. 

_— dir, in ſo vety numerous a liſt it is almoſt impoſſible that ſome 
famy 


meritorious perſons ſhould not have been obtruded, and yet in 


h1ar2C- WY fo numerous a lift it is aſtoniſhing there ſhould be ſo few of that 
n, and ceſcription. One penſion of that deſcription 1 well remember; it 
Trance; Wl luzzeſts to me other conſiderations than thoſe which ſuch a liſt 
e ſtop- WF would naturally inſpire I mean the penſion to the family of the 
t could Bi late Chief Baron; —1 moved for that penſion; I did it from a na- 


tural and inſtinCtive feeling; I came to this Houſe from his hearſe 2 
What concern firſt ſuggeſted, reaſon afterwards confirmed, Do 
penſion BN 1 lament that penſion? Yes;—becauſe in it I lamentthe mortality 
| inſtesd ot noble emulation—of deli ghtful various endowments—and above 
Qture u- all, becauſe I feel the abſence of him who, if now here, would 
a co” Bl ive inſpired this debate, would have afferted your privileges, 
and ger. expoſed the falfe pretences of prerogative; and have added one 
overt) Wuzelic voice to the councils of the nation. 
xe wo Having conſidered the penſion liſt as a grievance, I ſhall now 
ne 1055" roable you with ſome obſervations on the remedy, namely, the 
Uz 
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bill which my friend propoſes on the ſpur of the preſent expence, 
grounding himtſelf on the example of England. In oppoſition to 
his bill, tome gentlemen of this Houſe have come forth in the 
ruſ y armour of old prerogative, and have ſtated this attempt to 
reform abuſes by bill, as an invaſion of the ſacred rights of the 


crown, Sir, 1 apprehend that parliament may and ought to 
remedy abuſes, even though they are not in themſelves illegal, 
On this principle it was that the judges bill was paſſed; on this 
principle the habeas corpus bill in Ireland was paſſed z and on this 
principle many of the beſt laws in England have paſſed. Abuſes 
which obtain under colour of law are beſt rectified in parliament. 
When the Commons of England had returned to their Houſe 
from a decilive anſwer given by Charles I. to the petition of right, 
they began to conſider the ſtate of the nation in all the various 
management of the king's prerogative z a meſſage was delivered 
through their Speaker from the king, to admoniſh them not to cal 
reflections on his government, or to enter into the affairs of the 
ſtate. Sir Edward Coke obſerved on that meſſage :—** It is the 
* buſineſs of this Houſe to moderate the king's prerogative, 
4 Nothing which reacheth to abuſe, that may not be treated of 
bers.“ This principle is particularly applicable to caſe: 
of money, over which you by ſpecial privilege preſide; and fill 
more applicable to caſes of your own revenues, becauſe they ue 
appropriated, A right honourable member has contradicted this; 
he ſays that however the new cuſtoms and exciſe may be appro- 
priated, yet that the old cuſtoms are under no appropriation 
whatſoever; and he ſays further, that formerly the king had : 
right to them by common law, and he ſtates that they amount to 
200,0001. per annum; but the right honourable member is not 
warranted either by the laws or the conſtitution of his country in 
the doctrine which he has ventured to advance.—Charles |. 
thought indeed, like the right honourable member, that the king 
was entitled to tonnage and poundage by common law, but the 
parliament of England differed from both, and reſolved ſuch levies 
to be illegal, and the perſons who, thinking like the member, had 
been concerned therein, to be delinquents. Nay, the old 
cuſtoms to the king makes an exception; and the qualification 
of a grant in any degree, uſually beſpeaks the poverty of the 
granter; the member therefore ſeems not to have adverted ſuffic- 
ently, either to the ſtatute law or the conſtitution of his country. 
The ſtatute of Charles II. which grants the new cuſtoms, and 
which alſo the member does not appear entirely to underſtand, 
leems to conſolidate the new and old cuſtoms, and appropriate 
both to one and the ſame purpoſe. —After reciting the old grant, 
and eſtabliſhing a common book of rates, it ſays, ** And for tix 
better guarding and defending of the ſeas,”—and then it pro- 
ceeds to grant the new cuſtoms : The words * better guardi"s 
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the ſeasꝰ beſpeak the appropriation both to one and the ſame pur- 
poſe, and is a term of connection between the old and new cuf- 
toms, making them a common fund for the defence of the teas.—- 
But I might yield all this—IT might allow that che hereditary re- 
venue is not appropriated—that the act of cuſtoms does not mean 
the guarding the ſeas, nor the act of exciſe the pay of the army. 
Yet is the hereditary revenue the eſtate of the nation, of which 
the firſt magiſtrate is but a truſtee for public purpoſes. It is not 
the private property of the king, but the public revenne, and 
any diverſion thereof is a ciime, "The great Dake of Buck- 


0 iggham was impeached tor ſuch a crime; one article of his im- 
| . was the grant of ſeveral penſonz to himſelf and his 
— riends out of the revenue, and one criminal penſion in the ſche- 
dt, 


dule was a Charge on the old cuſtoms of Ireland, At an carlier 
period the Duke of Suffolk was impeached, and one charge was 
the grant of penſions to himfelf and his friends, At an earlicr pe- 

riod in the reign of Richard II. an Earl of Oxford wes impeached 
the for grants to himſelf and his friends; the crime is called intercep- 
ton of ſubſidy; whereby the realm was left undefended, and 
ror grants like yours for the defence thereof, waſted on individuals, 
do while the people were doubly taxed, as you are, to make up the 


die wanton deficiency. 

(ll Thus does it appear that in cafes concerring penſions by 
hap prerogative, the commons have interfered ; thougn prerogative 
this; in thoſe caſes might plead that the revenues out of which theſe 
or Wi grants aroſe, were wholly unappropriated; but a public grant 
AY appropriate itſelf to the public uſe z and the parhament that pro- 
= ceeds either to puniſh or to controll the diverſion thereof, does 


not invade the prerogative of the crown, but exerciſes the privi- 
lege of the commons, in guarding the inheritance of the nation, 
lu reforming ſuch abuſes, you may proceed in your inquiſitorial 
capacity, as the greateſt inquelt of the nation, by impeachment, 
a in your legiſlative capacity, by bill; the latter is the milder 
method—my friend adopts it; and proceeds rather to reform 
than to puniſh, — You tell him that we. have ſubmitted to this 
grievance for a long time. It is true; but a courſe of toleration 
and impunity, neither conſtitute innocence, nor draws out the 
ſting of a grievance ; it is true, you have ſubmitted to this grie- 
ance for a long time, Hence the many erroneous arguments of 
this niglit—'T'he public inheritance has been fo diverted to pri- 
"ate purpotes, by a ſeries of minitters, that we have forgotten the 
proprietor in the miſapplication of the property, and talk of the 
eltate, as of the private patrimony of the king Hence theſe pre- 
Natives of rapine !—thele rights of plunder !—the authority of 
the king, to be robbed by his own ſervants of the common ſtock ! 
Hence it is, that gentlemen have ſet up the ſhadow of prero- 
gtlve as a centinel to public robbery, | 
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When gentlemen call this bill an attack on the prerogative ot 
the crown, they are anſwered by the principles of the conſtituti- 
on; but they are alſo anſwered by a precedent of the moſt deci- 
five nature; and that precedent is this very bill, which is now the 
law of England. By the law of England no penſioner for years, 
or during pleaſure, can fit in parhament ; and by the law of Eng. 
land the amount of penſions is limited. Ihe ſirſt law paſſed at 
the time ofthe revolution, and was improved in the reign of Queen 
Anne: The latter paſſed in 1782, with the entire concurrence of 
theſe very perſons who now conſtitute this adminiſtration ; and 
yet the argument of prerogative would have been ftronger in 
England, becauſe there a civil liſt had been granted to the king, 
and the ſubſequent limitation of penſions on that liſt ſeemed a te- 
vocation of the powers of the grant. On what authority then, or 
pretence, do gentlemen call a meaſure which they ſupported as 
neceſſary for England, an invaſion of the rights of the crown, 
when propoſed for the benefit of Ireland ? What pretence have 
they for ſuch partial docttine of unequal meaſure ? As if that was 
infringement in Ireland, which in England was conſtitution ; or as 
if what was moderation in the people of England, would be in 
thoſe of Ireland arrogance and preſumption, 

This leads me to another objection on which gentlemen much 
relied, that this bill is an innovation—a new conſtitution ; to ad- 
mit the undue influence of the erown in parliament, and to con- 
trol the exceſs of expence—an innovation I It is an encroach- 
ment moſt certainly, an encroachment on corruption, an invaſion 
on the ancient privileges of venality; it is the old conſtitution en- 
croaching and innovating on long eſtabliſhed diſhoneſt practices 
and accumulating expences. All theſe expences and practices it 
ſeems we have already ſanQtified ; we voted the other night that 

neither in their exceſs or application were they a grievance, Sit, 
I will not preſume to cenſure a vote of this Houſe, but 1 may be 

permitted to explain that vote; we could not mean by that vote 
that the preſent penſion liſt was no grievance, for there was no man 
in debate hardy enough to make ſuch an aſſertion; no man con- 
ſiders what that penſion liſt is; it is the prodigality, jobbing, mil- 
application, and corruption of every Iriſh minifter ſince 1727.— 
To fay that ſuch a liſt was not either in its exceſs or application a 
grievance, was to declare that ſince that period (that is above half 
u century) all your miniſters were immaculate, or rather, indeed, 
that God had governed you himſelf, and had never ſent you a mi- 
niſter in his anger. 
I declare I could not affirm the innocence of the liſt, becauſe l 
mould be guilty of affirming what I conceive to be falſe. Do gen- 
tlemen think otherwiſe ?—Let them take their catalogue in one 
band, and place on their heart the other; let them look this nation 
in the face, and in that poſture declare that the preſent Iriſh pen- 
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fon liſt is not either in its exceſs or application a grievance! 
They could not do it; they have voted what they would not ſay. 
I diſſented from their vote, bur I went along with their conviction. 


Mr. BexesyorD roſe to explain, and ſfaid—Sir, the honourable 
gentlemen on the other ſide of the Houſe having very much miſre- 
preſented what I ſaid, have made it neceſſary for me to rite again 
in explanation; but I ſhall be very ſhort, 

It has been aſſerted, that I ſaid that the crown had a revenue of 
cuſtoms at common law at this day, upon which it could grant 
penſions. Sir, I never ſaid any ſuch thing; but 1 do not wonder 
wy words are miſquoted or mifrepreſented, when acts of parlia- 
ment are ſo. I am not ſo fooliſh as to quote acts of parliament 
without knowing what they contain, nor fo bold as to aſſert they 
contain what they do not. I have often, as it is my duty, read the 
act of cuſtoms, as it is called, and | know that it contains a clauſe 
that the tonnage and poundage mentioned in that act, and no 
other, ſhall thereafter be levied, excepted always and foreprized 
prizige and butterage. 

Now, Sir, knowing that this clauſe exiſted, I never did or could 
aſſert that there now exiſted a poundage at common law, over 
which the crown had a right, or on which it would grant penſions, 

Gentlemen on the cther fide of the Houſe have made this 
2 point, and put the buſineſs of the day on this iſſue, that all the 
revenues of the crown were by ſpecial words, in the acts granting 
them, limited to ſpecial purpoſes, and therefore not applicable to 
the payment of ſuch penſions as might be granted by the crown 
| have endeavoured to ſhew the fact is otherwiſe, and I truſt I have 
done ſo. 

The right honourable gentleman has aſſerted that the revenue of 
cuſtoms or poundage is limited by the act of 15th Hen. VII. I ut- 
terly deny the fact—I defire the act may be read—I fay the ho- 
nourable gentleman has mitrepreſented the act! aſſert there is 
not a word of limitation in the act; and if the honourable gentle- 
man ſays there is, I will have the act read, which 1 aſſert has been 
miſrepreſented, 


Mr. Busur ſaid it was no impeachment either of the adminiſ- 
tration itſeif, or of the ſincerity of his friends, if ſuch general in- 
vectives as he had heard that night were often ſuffered to pals un- 
aniwered,—'T here could be no reply; government ought to anſwer 
it by nothing but its conduct. He had fat a good many years in 
parliament, in times when oppoſition was all powerful, and in 
times when the revenue and refources of the ſtate were utterly in- 
adequate to its expences, but it was remarkable that the only at- 
tempt to bring in a new conſtitution with reſpect to penſions was 
the preſent, and in the only year when we had a reaſonable hope 
of living within our income. In nine years there had been an en- 
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creaſe of the penſion lift of above cool. annually, 5000]. of 
which had been addreſſed for by parliament, and of a part of the 
remainder gentlemen on the other fide of the Houſe had expreſſed 
themſelves in very pointed terms of approbation. As to the ſmall 
reſidue, he could tell the motives on which they had been granted, 
but he did not think that ignorance alone was a ſufficient ground 
of condemnation. The beſt encomium on government was, that 
ſuch a ſubje& could take up the time of the Houſe for three days, 
after having been ſo long neglected. To go over that old ground 
again beſpoke a marvellous dearth of grievances. The ſtorm of 
public grievances had certainly ſubſided, and the harſh ſounds of 
Criſtian Scroder and Grevenkrop, which he heard once more, 
were like the ſcre-ching of the ſea birds after the tempeſt—they 
proved that the bad weather was over, and that Halcyon days were 
returned, 

He would not deny but that ſome penſions had been given in- 
previdently, and fo had many grants of par'tament, but he would 
not on that account conlent to take away the powers either of the 
crown or of parliament. Some abuſe of power was inſeparahle 
from its nature; but he would not therefore agree to reverſe the 
conſtitution, and to make the Houſe the author and ſuggeſter of 
rewards, inſtead of being the controller, as it is at preſent; and 
he thought that the other part of the bill which allotted a ſpecific 
ſam for penſions did not tend to economy. The uſe which a bad 
miniſter might make of it would be to put all the exceptionable 
penſions into that lit, and to leave the Burgh, the Rodneys, and 
the Hawkes, to be provided Tor m the other lift, which was to be 
voted by the advrefſes of parliament. He ftared when he heard 
gentlemen ſay that economy had been ſhewn as to nothing except 38 
to our manufactures; all the penſions granted by the Duke of Rut- 
land (exciufive of thoſe which gentlemen on the other fide had ſpe- 
Citicaily approved of) would not in lifreen years amount to as large 
a ſum as thoſe genilemen mean to vote in one night to a ſingle ma- 
nufacturer, It was ridiculous to talk of the example of England; 
the parliament of chat country, who were obliged ro own that the 
influence of the crown had encteaſed, was encicaling, and ought 
to be diminiſhed, did indeed, when ſinking under its burdens, re- 
ceive a meſſage from the crown far the purpole, and did pteſs a bill 
to reitrain miniſterial profuſion. * What was there in this example 
that a country, whote burdens were comparatively ſmall, and 
whoſe revenues were adequate, was bound to imitate ? It remind- 
ed him of a lady's humble companion, who was ſo fond of imitat- 
ing her friend, that when the dear lady was fick, poor toad took 
phy to keep her company. 


Sir Joun PAAN ELI. IIt is not mere aſſertion that can juſtify 
ſuch au act; for if the penſion lift has exiſted from the year 1726, 
and bas continued to encteaſe from that time to the preſent, why 
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hould it be reſerved to this day to vote the accumulated acts of ſo 
many ſucceſſive miniſters a grievance, and to impute that grie- 
yance to the preſent government of the country ? 

The queſtion ot prerogative has not been relied on here, and 
therefore 1 will not go into it. | do not wiſh to ſtir a que ſtion of 
jealouſy, and I know if I did, inſtead of redreiling, 1 thould in- 
creaſe the evil complained of. It is enough for me to know that it 
has been the uniform practice of the crown to ifſue public money, 
and when the grievances of the land were named, this was nat 
named among them. But what has been the conduct cf che crown? 
Has it availed itſelf of the hereditary revenue, it night have 
done? No; on the contrary, it offered to part with a conſidera- 
ble ſhare of it on the commercial adjustment, in order to procure 
an advanta te this Country, 

It bas beca mentioned in the dchate, that the penſions are en- 
creaſing white the bounties are falling off: But this is an error 3 
for though the corn bounty has fallen, the other bountics are con- 
iderably encreaſed. 

No attempt was made in the committee of accounts to point 
out a ſingle article of improper expenditure z and therefore I give 
the honourable gentleman notice, (the Houſe having now paid him 
tat compliment, which is juſtly his due, in attending to his bill) 
that the next motion which he makes reſpecting penſions, which 1 
ſuppoſe will be in two or three days, I will get rid of by the ſhort- 
el queition I can. 


Mr. Ke AR NE faid that the charge made againſt that fide of the 
Houle was a very extraordinary one; © that for want of real 
pievances they attacked imaginary ones.“ Is, ſaid he, a debt of 
three millions contracted in a few years an imaginary grievance ? 
h not an enormous liſt of unneceſſary, uſclets places a very real 
grievance ? As to controul of parliament, experience ſhews that 
that is very ſufficient, for it has never been exerted but in one in- 
tance, which has been already mentioned; and what was the con- 
quence ? That the king's letter made good Mr. Dyſon's penſion. 
te concluded with recommending to gentlemen to conſider what 
tad happened in other countries, when the body of the people 
fund themſelv es oppreſſed, and their money ſquandered. 


Mr. Foxe es ſaid he roſe to ſay a very few words.—The Right 
Honourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer had ſaid that leave 
ud been granted to bring in the bill, as à perſonal compliment to 
be mover. He ſaid he was extremely forry that compliment had 
deen paid him, as it had created a debate, in whick a line had 
been taken by the gentlemen on the oppoiice fide, that reflected 
tt much credit on parliament. He was at a lots to anſwer their 
vzuments, as they were of a nature 10 ſingular : One gentieman 
kd urged the majority of nineteen, on the Ich of Augult, as a 
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proof of the virtue of our miniſter, He ſaid the right honoural/s 
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+ baronet aſked for proof of the abuſe of the penſion litt : He would bil la 
appeal to him, or any man of knowledge and underſtanding In the tere 
affairs of ircland, whether the penſion lift bore a juſt proportiont) Nutze 
the necellary expences of government, and the revenue of the kGeral 
country? It mult be antwered it did not; and if that was the Cale, 8 
what did the arguments of gentlemen on the oppoſite ſide amount the h. 
to? That though this was an abuſe, the Houſe of Commons, the to the 
teibunal to which the people were to reſort for the tedreſs cf every | oo 
grievance, was Incompetent to redreſs this, the greateſt of all Wi *"'* 
prieVances, rem t 

parſ14 


Mr. Oa ps cloſed the dehate.—He ſaid he would not at that late 
hour attempt to add any thing to the arguments which, in his ori- 
nion, had fully refuted all that had been alleged in ſupport of, the 
bill, nor would he have tiſen at all if his ſilence upon a former be- 
caſion had not been attributed to fear, and that he was determined 
to ſhew that he never acted under the influence of ſuch a principle, 

He could not, however, avoid ſaying that the addition which 
government had made to the lit, independent of the addreſſes of 
parliament, was hardly worth ſo many words as were ſaid about 
it; and as to the charge which had been brought forward, that the 
new penſions were not produced till after the grants were made, 
he ſaid no new tax had been demanded—They were produced the 
moment they were called for, and without ſuch call it would have 
been irregular for miniſters to produce them till the end of the yer, 
It had been ſaid that this was but an experiment of the minilte: ; 
how that would be time would ſhew,—te did not ſtand up to 
make profetlions, but to declare that he never would oppole the 
crown in a juſt and conſtitutional exercile of ics prerogative. 

It had been argued that if the bill ſhould pats, there would be 
no danger of increaſing the liſt by addreiling for improper objets, 
Surely there could not be a ſtronger argument againſt the bill; tr 
the fame virtue which would rettrain parliament from addrething 
for improper objects, would impel them to controul any improper 


grant ; therefore, as the grant mult every year correct whatever 
mould be deemed improper, fo long as parliament ſhould do it 


duty, there could never be occaſion for the bill. 


The Houſe divided upon the queſtion, that the ſecond reading 


ef the bill be on the tirft of Auguſt, when there appeared, 
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A petition of the freeholders of the county of Armagh, conver- that it | 


ed by the high ſheriff at the court-houſe, on the 2 iſt day 


; Mr, ( 
Noveraber, 1785, for the purpoſe of taking into conſideration is 
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y lately introduced into the Houſe for effectuating a commercial 


ntetcourſe between this kingdom and Great Britain, was preſented 
zthe Houſe and read, ſetting forth that after the moſt mature con- 
ſdetation the petitioners find that the ſaid bill contains, with very 
feels alteration, the whole ſubſtance of the twenty propoſitions of 
we Britiſh parliament, and if paſſed into a law would be ruinous 
o the manufactures and commerce, deſtructive of the liberties, and 
ſubvetſive of the conſtitution of this country; that it is the unali- 
enable and fundamental right of the people of Ireland to be free 
fem the authority of any legiſlature whanſoever, ſave only of the 
parlament of Ireland; that any covenant, agreement or ſtatute, 
containing in any ſhape or form whatſoever an agreement that the 
puliament of Ireland ſhall from time to time enact in this country 
ls which ſnall be paſſed in another, is inconſiſtent with the ſaid 
fundamental rigut, would render the parliament of this realm the 
eziſter of another legiſlature, would in ſubſtance revive and in- 
noduce, by the means of our own parliament, the dominion of 
mother, and would overturn the Conſtitution of this realm; 
that a free trade is an unalienable and fundamental right of his Ma- 
jelty's ſubjects of Ireland, and that any covenant to turrender the 
ame, or any part thereof, is inconſiſtent with ſaid fundamental 
and unalienable right; that any covenant to alienate for ever the 
revenues of this land, more eſpecially under the colour of payment 
brenjoyment of our natural rights and equality, is diſgraceful and 
nconfiſtent with the limited power of an oCtennial truſt z that a 
perpetual revenue bill, or any covenant or agreement to renew the 
ame from time to time, is dangerous, unconſtitutional, and in- 
conſiſtent wich the limited nature of an octennial truſt; that any 
ntfringement of theſe principles muſt be an infringement of the 
conſtitution of this kingdom as a free, ſovereign, and inde- 
pendent ſtate z that the ſaid bill is in direct oppoſition to each 
nd every of theſe principles, and therefore ſupplicating the 
Houſe that the ſaid bill may never be ſuffered to be again 
Introduced, and not only ſo, but that no other bill, however 
nodihed, which ſhall infringe in any degree on any of the ſaid ptin- 
(ples, may ever be ſuffered to pais into a law. 


dit JOHN BLAQU1ERE, in order to bring on the report from 
le committee on the paving bill, moved that the order which 
ood for this day, for tae ſecond reading of the bill for erecting 
rnpikes on all avenues leading to this city, be poſtponed, 


On the queſtion being put, the Houſe divided, 
For poſtponing the order = 27 — Againſtit = = 47 


Ul 


The turnpike bill was read a ſecond time, and the queſtion put 
tut it be committed. 


Mr. Oct objected to the committal of a bill which, he ſaid, 
is reprobated fo often both by parliament and the public; he 
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ſhould not, he ſaid, treſpaſs on the time of the Houſe any longs, 
but be contented with giving his negative to the committal. 
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Sir FxepDtr1ick FLooD ſaid it was a bill which admitted ng 
conſideration 3 it had been introduced in three different ſeſſions of 
parliament, and as often rejected by them. He would, without any 
more heſitation, oppole its being committed. 


Sir BoyLt Roch faidit was a matter of ſurpriſe to him that x 
bill rejected three or four times by parliament ſhould now be 
again preſented for their teprobation. He ſaid the bill ſtood to him 
in a very ſingulat light. It has often, ſaid he, been petitioned 
againſt by the county it pretends to attempt to relieve, and yet it 
is again forced on the Houſe and the public. It ſeemed very odd 
that lines of circumvailation thould be placed round the capital in 
time of peace, Every body knew that turnpikes were infamous 
Jobs. In ſhort, he could compare the turnpike and ceſs, which 
would bear ſo heavy on the poor, to nothing but a two-edged 
ſword, to oppreſs them on every fide z he would therefore give tis 
negative to the motion, 


Mr. GazDiner,—l am ſurpriſed to ſee gentlemen oppoſe this 
meaſure, without any conſideration or argument. I ſhall ſay buta 
few words on this ſubject, as I ſhould not urge the patience of the 

* ” Houſe. A good meaſure is always ultimately carried into effet, 
was a ſaying of my Lord Coke, and as long as I live, and have 
ability to propoſe a motion in this Houſe, I will preſs this forward, 
Gentlemen have intimated that the erection of turnpikes would be 
of uſe to me i ſay it would be my intereſt to oppoſe ſuch a mez- 
fure. They have hinted that the patronage I would poſſeſs there- 
by would be advantageous to mel ſay, in anſwer to that, that 
the grand jury will be impowered to appoint officers and ſalatirs at 
their own option. There has been a peticion preſented as from 

the freeholders of the county of Dublin, aſſembled at Kilmainham, 


but very few of the perſons who compolcd the meeting were fice- 
holders. 


Alderman WaRREN ſaid that as a right honourable gentleman 
had reflected on the meeting at Kilmainham, where he had the ho- 
nour to preſide in the chair, he begged leave to inform the Houle 
that there was one of the governors of the county, ſeveral free- 
holders, and many reſpectable men whom this tax would molt fen- 
ſibly affect. He himiclf had preſented a petition, ſigned by 29h of 
the moſt reſpectable landholdets of the county of Dublin. | hold, 
{aid he, ſeveral hundred acres of land myſelt, the greateſt part ol 
it poor ground, as almoſt all the ground towards that part of the 
county is, therefore this tax would conſiderably affect me; (or 
geatlemen may know that there is no potiible way of bringing 
ground into heart but by manuring ; aid allowing 350 loads ct 
dung to the acre, (a very moderate quantity) it would be a land 
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ur of thirty ſhillings per acre, I aſk gentlemen, was ever ſuch 
thing heard of in England ?—opprefſed with taxes. Upon the 
whole J cannot think it fair, that becauſe the north fide of Dublin 
has turnpikes and bad roads, that you ſhould ſaddle the ſouth fide 
wich theſe inconveniencies. 


Sir EpwaxD NEwWwEN HA vindicated the meeting at Kilmain- 
ham, as being both numerous and reſpectable, and obſerved, that 
the commiſſion grand jury was compoſed of men who were pro- 
per judges of the intereſt of their country—their opinion decided 
is vote, —He would not enter at large into the bill, unleſs it was 
committed; when it was, he would ſhew many and great errors 
in it: The bill was oppreſſive to the farmers and injurious to the 
zzricultute of the county of Dublin. He ſaid that nine out of 
ten of the inhabitants reprobated the meaſure z that he diſliked 
this new mode of creating new influence, by framing bills to in- 
fiitute new officers, with large falaries. 


Sir Francis Hurcuixso ſaid he was called on to riſe by 
what had fallen from the patron of that bill; and alleged that 
this heavy as the ceſſes were on the county of Dublin, yet they had 
but a on an average of late years exceeded ſixteen- pence per acre, and 
f the WW were not likely to be much leſſened by the bill :—That it had 
et, been infinuated, that the only oppoſition to it aroſe from the local 
have WW intereſts of the counties of Wicklow and Wexford, whereas in 
ward, WW fit all other counties were to be affected by it; and he oppoſed 
d be WW it as hurtful to travellers from the county of Leitrim. —That the 
me Wil zuments before alleged for the bill, did almoſt all tend only to 
here- WW prove, that it was a carrier's advantage to pay for making good 
, Chat BN roads rather than travel gratis on bad ones; a truth he readily ad- 
ries at WW nicted 3 but he denied that turnpikes were the beſt means for pro- 
from WW curing good roads, That the arguments deduced from the good 
nbam, Wi fate of roads round London did not apply to thoſe round Dub- 
ie · I la, where the concourſe of travellers was ſo much leſs, and 

Gnſequently the expence of adminiſtrations would abſorb a much 
Jeman {MY Feater proportion of the tolls. That though to long as the 
he ho- lebt honourable gentleman would direct theſe intended turnpikes 
Houle bos need not be feared, yet afterwards, they would be as much 


| free- i poſed to that danger as other turnpikes in Ireland generally 
@ ſen- ee. That if the blanks in this bill were to be filled up as 
2000 leemed by its margin to be intended, the ſalaries to be created by 
| Gold, would probably amount to 1, 300l. a year. That he had heard 
part of many farmers of the county of Dublin declare their abhorrence 
of the dt the bill, and never heard one of them approve of it. 

ie 3 (or i General Cunnincaam ſaid he thought it was dangerous 
ringing v lodge the revenues of ſo many different turnpikes, as the bill 
0ads ol pointed out, in the hands of one body of men, Partialities might 


a land 
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ariſe, and the ſum being conſolidated to the management of one 
body, made it the more objectionable. | 

On a diviſion there were, for committing the bill, 


Ayes; -j- 23 Noes,— 78 


— — ___. 


WrpNnEesbay, March 15, 1786. 


Mr. Hur chixso preſented a bill for regulating the ſtage in 
the city and county of Dublin; which was received and read tle 
firſt time. 

The report of the committee on the paving-bill was read, and 
on the Speaker's putting the queſtion on the barony of Donore's 
being included 1n the bill, 

Sir Joun BLA RE faid that it was very much againſt lis 
will, that the barony of Donore was admitted to thoſe privileges 
in the committee, for he was convinced it could not be done 
otherwiſe than at the expence of the city of Dublin. The barg- 
ny, ſaid he, is ſo poor, that it would not be near able to pave i- 
felf, excluſive of lighting and clcanſing.—l ſhall not treſpaſs any 
longer on yout patience, but move that the amendment be ei- 
punged. 

Mr. Gas dier ſpoke in favour of the clauſe for including the 
barony of Donore. 


The Houſe divided on the queſtion, when there appeared for 
including Donore, 


Ayes, = = 29 Noes, - 49 
The Houſe adjourned the report for half an hour, when 


Sir Lucius O'Brien then rofe, purſuant to his promiſe, He 
faid he could not, conſiſtent with that duty he owed the people; 
as a repreſentative, continue ſilent on a ſubject which he was 
convinced might be turned to infinite national advantage z there- 
fore, with the indulgence of the Houſe, he would ſpeak his ſen- 
timents, but would willingly, and with pleaſure refign it to any 
other gentlenan who might be better qualited to explain it. Mt 
here menticned a treaty, which had been concluded the 26th of 
June, 1763 3 a treaty from which ſomething exceedingly advan- 
tageous might be derived for the benefit of this country,—Eaily 
in the laſt ſeſſion, he ſaid, a great officer obſerved a treaty was 
near being accomplithed, but he was forry to find in ſuch treaties, 
the trade of Ireland was not an object of confideration—l:t had 
been alleged by gentlemen, that we had obtained a free trade; 
this led him to ſee what commercial advantages might ſucceed 
our emancipation, and the reſult of his enquiries he hoped would 
meet the approbation of parliament——He here took a view ot 
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the trade between Great Britain and Ruſſia, and ſtated, that the 
exports of the former were not leſs than 430,000]. which exports 
chiefly conſiſted of woollens and Mancheſter goods; in return 
for thiſe the imports of England from Ruſſia did not amount to 
more than 1 30,000], in timber, hemp, flax-grafs, &c. the balance 
being generally paid in hard caſh. A very material advantage 
was ariting from,this trade, that all thoſe articles were exported 
and imported in Engliſh ſhips ; from this branch of commerce it 
was evident England had infinite advantages; advantages in 
which he ſincerely hoped this country would be included, Ruſſia 
having poſſeſſed herſelf of great territories it was natural to ima- 
vine an encreale of trade would enſue, from which circumſtance 


and a favourable mart would preſent itſelf to the merchants of this 

e's country, who, he was authoriſed to ſay, looked forward to a trade 
with Ruſſia as an object deſerving their greateſt attention. 

i bis Mr. OxDe ſaid he thought it an improper riſk his honour- 

leges able friend had run, to explain the advantages that may ariſe from 

done 2 trade with Ruſlia, and therefore ſubmitted to his honourable 


ar0* Wl friend how unneceſſary it was to go any further into the buſineſs. 


Sir Lucivs O'Brien replied, that Mr. Cox in the book 
which he had publiſhed, in which he particularly treats of the trade 
wth Ruſſia, mentions the advantages to be derived from purſuing 
that trade.ä— I have, ſays he, no myſtery in my breatt which 
1g the WW would be an impropriety to divulge ; J repeat it for the purpoſe 

of the more flrongly impreſſing it on the minds of gentlemen z 
4 for WY tbe information is already too well known, therefore it cannot 
by any means injure his country that | ſhould enter into an ex- 
planation of it. Our annual import of iron amounts to ſeven 
hundred tuns; we cannot import it for ten ſhillings per cent. 
from England, but the charges are increaſed thice times as much 
by bringing it from France, This ſhews the neceſſity of a trade di- 


= - rely to Ruſſia, In 1553 the trade was opened from Great Bri- 
4 * tun to Ruſſia and an excluſive charter was given to a company, 
no and completed the 5th of Queen Elizabeth. The Queen ſaw the 
ence” i necellity of encouraging this company, and gave them very ex- 
Kone” tenfive privileges, and in the 10th and 11th of William it was 
i 1 enaQed, that every ſuſ ject of Ruſſia ſhould be permitted to be- 
Gth ol dme a member on paying five pounds, but the charter was con- 
n ined to the natives of Great Etitain.ä— Thus we find the natives 
"Eady of this country excluded from that company. I hope I may not 


de thought to glance at the miniſter of either country, it I declare 


vas 3 r 

3 lat Portugal had with impunity broke in on the indiſputable 
* guts of Ireland; many ancient treaties it is true have expired, 
ad bat this expiration did not include an apology for the condudt of 


coed Portugal, He ſaid he thought it was time that we ſhould exert 
would en commercial nerve to promote the trade of this country, 


ew ol 1 


— 
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and on this ſubje& would not, for the preſent, enter into a cloſe 
inveſtigation, as he would reſerve his ſentiments for a future op⸗ 
portunity. He then ſat down without making any motion. 


The Cnancer.10k or The Fxcntquer faid he are 
with the honourable haronet, that it was to be lamented the com- 
mercial treaty with England was not proceeded on, as he was ever 
of opinion we never conld trade with advantage without a com- 
plete ſy ſtem of agreement between us and England; and as to 
excluſive companies they were as much a reſtriction to the people 
of England as Ireland; but by Iriſhmen being admitted theretg 
it brought great ſums of money into this kingdom, as much d. 
moſt as by any other means, and he believed the miniſter of 
England was no ways inimical to the intereſts of Ireland, 


Mr. Cox faid it was à matter of great conſequence, andi 
ſtruck him much in the ſame light it did the honourable baronet, 
for thoſe companies of excluſive trade were of ſerious conſe. 
quence, as they excluded all others, and his honourable friend 
had ſtated the Ruſſian company was to be recognized in the pre- 
ſent treaty. The care of trade was on the right honourable gen- 
tleman's ſhoulders. He believed the right honourable baronet 
[the Chancellor of the Exchequer] was a great friend to the trade 
of the kingdom, but faid he, you are now to extend the com- 
merce, for the future trade of Ireland is not to be bound by any 
power of any company in England, or any Engliſh a& in favour 
of them; therefore it is the duty of the minitter of Ireland to 
take care of the intereſt and trade of Ireland in all future ttes- 
ties. ö 

Sit Lucius O' BRAIEN.—I would ſay two or three words in 
reply to the honourable gentleman.— Certainly Engliſh acts of 
parliament cannot prevent Ireland from trading where ſhe pleaſes; 


but then there are a thouſand aukward circumſtances to embar- 


raſs an individual in his trade to Ruſſia. He mentioned one mat- 
ter that ſhewed the neceſſity of being included in the charter com- 
pany. Among many other valuable privileges which a member 
of that company enjoys, he cannot have a ſoldier billetted on 
him, although the firft nobleman in the land muſt acquieſce with. 


out a murmur—Although an Iriſh ſubje& cannot have theſe privi- 


leges, yet he hoped ſoon to ſee ſo illiberal a partiality done away, 


and to have the Engliſh and Iriſh merchant on ſuch a footing u 


would not admit in tuture of any political difference. 
The report of the committee on the paving bill was reſumed. 


Mr. GaxDINExz propoſed ſeveral amendments, which wer 


agreed to. 


Mr. CaLDWwERLI propoſed ſome amendments, ſome of whid 


were apreed to, and others poſtponed to the third reading. 
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Mr. HaxTLEY objected to the clauſe for compelling the inha- 


cr WY bicants on the quays on each fide the river Liffey, to keep up and 
repair the walls and banks thereof. 


Sir Jonn BLAG YIEAE faid he agreed to the expulſion of the 
cauſe, which he moved, and the ſame was expunged. 


The Houſe agreed to the report with the amendments, and the 
bill was ordered to be engtoſſed. 


— 
THrursDay, Maxcx 16, 1786. 


Sir Joun BLAG uE moved that the engineers employed 
by the navigation board, in purſuance of a reſolution of the 
Houſe, entered into on the 6th day of September laſt, to take a 


d . ſurvey from the grand canal to the Shannon, be now called in. 

net, | 

nſe- Mr, Brownrigg, the ſurveyor, Colonel Tarent, Mr. Chap- 
end man, and Mr. Semple, the engineers, were examined at the bar, 
pre- by Sir John Blaquiere, Sir Lucius O'Brien, Mr. Griffith, Mr. 


Holmes, and the Chancellor of the Exchequer, in regard to the 
eſtimate of the expence of making the line. It appeared that an 
xccurate eſtimate could not, from the ſhortneſs of time, be made 
-om- out. 

20} It was ordered, on the motion of the right honourable William 
out Burton Conyngham, that they do attend the Houle on Saturday 
nd to ert. 
tter· From Mr. Brownrigg's examination it appeared, that the line 
of ſurvey he took was from Monaſtereven to Edenderry, to Kil- 
beggan, Moat of Grenouge, Ballimore and Athlone. 


as of Wl On the motion of the Chancellor of the Exchequer, the con- 
-aſes ; Wi fderation of the report on the petition of Robert Brooke, Eſq; 
bau- vas poſtponed to "Tueſday next. | 


we The ArToxney GENERAL moved that the committee on the 
. land fiſhery bill be empowered to receive a clauſe, to oblige all 
— perſons who have weirs on rivers, to keep one at leaſt, of the 


eadch of four feet, open from fix o'clock on Saturday even- 
ig to fix o'clock on Monday morning, from the firſt day of la- 
mary to the firſt day of Auguſt, 4 


dit Joun BLaquizxe oppoſed the clauſe, on the principle 
at it would be injurious to the property of individuals. He 
ad a ſimilar clauſe had been rejected by the Houſe in the laſt 
ſion, and that the Ballyſhannon fiſhery in particular, would be 


feed by it, at leaſt to the amount of fourteen hundred pounds 
| ear, . 


Vor. VI. * 
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The ATTorNey GENERAL contended for the neceſſity gf 
the clauſe. He ſaid it ſuch a clauſe was not adopted, the falmon 
Fſhery in the river Shannon, near Limerick, would be entirely 
deitroyed ; for the extreme avarice of the corporation of the City 
of Limerick had induced them to erect no leſs than fix weirs on 
the river, and the fiſhermen deftroyed the ſpawn. He recommend. 
ed to the honourable gentlemen who repreſented that city, tg 
agree to the claute; if they did not, it might induce ſome gen- 
tiemen to diſcuſs in a court of law the exciulive right aſſumed by 
the corporation, and he would not recommend to gentlemen t9 
hazard the queſtion : He inſtanced a trial that had been deter. 
nu ned in a ſimilar cafe in the court of Exchequer Lord Donegal 
againſt Sir Henry Hamilton.— He ſtated that the number of fal- 
mon caught by the perſons who held under the corporation to 
amount in the ſeaſon ſometimes to 1600, but never leſs than 81 
falmon a day. 


Mr. BuxTon ConyNGHam ſaid he would oppoſe the clauſe, 
as it would materially injure the Coleraine fiſhery ; for, as he wx 
informed, if the weirs were put down on a Saturday, they could 
not be taken up till the Thurſday following. 


Mr. Smy Th (member for Limerick) ſaid he did not approve 
cf the clauſe z he ſaid a compromiſe had been offered by the cer- 
poration of the city of Limerick, and which they were ready tv 
abide by, 

Mr. Boy p ſaid he was of opinion that the clauſe was unneceſſi- 
ry, for if any perſons thought themſelves injured by the erecting 
of weirs, they might bring their complaint into a court of law, 
and there have the queſtion properly diſcuſſed. 


Mr. Oct faid the miſchief did not arife from the ereQing of 
weirs, but from the fiſhermen deſtroying the ſpawn z and there 
were already ſufficient laws in force to puniſh delinquents in ſuch 
caſes, and he hoped the right honeurable gentleman would 
withdraw his clauſe. 


The ATToxxty GENERAL then withdrew the clauſe, and 
he moved another to the ſame purport, but inſtead of making 
it general, he contined it to operate only on the river Shannon 
near Limerick. 


Lord LuTTRELL objected to this clauſe, on the ground that 
it was not a general one ; he ſaid he wiſhed the operativn of it 
{ould extend to the river Liffey, for if ſome ſuch clauſe was not 
paſſed, there would not be a ſalmon in the river Liffey in a ve) 
f-w years. He obſerved, that it had been ſaid it was better to 
leave this queition to a determination of a court of law; but this 
clauſe would U a means of preventing litigious law-lutts, 
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Mr. Geoxce Ponsonsy ſaid that this clauſe would make the 
legiſlature overleap its bounds, and that it tended to invade pri- 
rate property, without making compenſation, and of courſe was 
tothe manifeſt injury of proprietors. In his opinion, the way to 
proceed in caſes of erecting weirs on rivers, was not by way of 
att of parliament; but by way of action at law. 


Mr. CaaTTEeRToON faid he coincided in opinion, and that it 
was hard to attack the Charters of a corporation, that held the 
right unviolated for near two hundred years, 


Mr. Bus u ſaid he was in favour of the clauſe ; * that par- 


lament had a right to interfere on all occaſions where perlons 
thought themſelves agzrieved, 


On the queſtion wing put for agreeing to the clauſe, it was 
negatived without a diviſion, 


oſs Sir HENRY HarsSTONGE remarked that an order for 
A going into a committee on the Limerick jail bill, which ſtood for 
ng this day, was not proceeded on. 


The Syrgaxen ſaid that the purport of the bill differed very 
ove materially from the title, for the title was a bill for building and 
—_ repairing a jail in the city of Limerick; the tendency of it was 
2 to enable the Dean of Limerick to take a new houſe. 


On the order of the day being read for the third reading of the 
bill for conſolidating into one law, the ſeveral ſtatutes now in 
force for paving, cleanſing, and lighting the city of Dublin, 


Mr. WarBuURTON ſaid he thought ſome further conſideration 
ſhould be had on the bill; he therefore moved the queſtion of ad- 
journment, which being put, it was negatived without a diviſion. 


The hill was then read a third time, ſome amendments moved 
and agreed to, paſſed, and ordered to the Lords. 


FRIDAY, MARrCH 17, 1786, 
Mr. Hor mts preſented a bill to enable the grand juries of the 


ſeveral counties, counties of cities, and counties of towns within 
this kingdom, to grant ſuch ſums as {ball be neceſſary for building 
nd that and repairing bridewells therein; Which was received and read 
n of it be firit time. 


was nut Mr. Bol ro preſented a bill for the more effectually promot- 
a ver) Bl ing of partneribips in trade, by amending the laws reſpecting the 
ettet to fame; which was received and read the firit tune, 


The Ar ToRNEY GENERAL moved for leave to bring in a bill 
lot improving the police of * city of Dublin, and for repealing 
| | 2 
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an act of the ok of his preſent Majeſty, intitled an act for im. 
proving the police of the city of Dublin. 

He aſſured the Houſe that the bill he would bring in was totally 
different from what had been ſaid of it in print, and that he would 


not introduce any thing but on conſtitutional principles. 


Leave was granted, and the Attorney General and the Solici. 
tor General were ordered to prepare and bring in the fame, 


The Houſe went into a committee on the bill for the regiſtering 
of freeholders, Sir Hugh Hill in the chair, | 


Mr. Haves ſaid it was not from his being an enemy to the 
principle of the bill brought in for the more effeQual regiſtry of 
freeholds, nor was it that he did not entertain the higheſc opinion 
of the ability and application of the honourable gentleman who 
introduced it, that he was led to give it oppoſition, but merely 
becauſe he ſaw it ſo very complicated, and ſo very voluminous, 
that he was convinced it would defeat the very end it was intended 
to promote. He did not think it could be neceſſary for the higher 
Claſs of freeholders, whoſe property in counties muſt be a matter 
of notoriety, to regiſter their freeholds at all. Such perſons could 
never come under the deſcription of bucks; a term he was happy 
to declare unknown in the county in which he had the happinels 
to reſide. The principle then of his bill was, that the proviſions 
of the act of the 19th of his preſent Majeſty, for regiſtering ot 
forty ſhilling freeholds, ſhould be extended to all freeholds under 
one hundred pounds. ; 


Mr. CnaTTERTON Oppoſed the idea of exempting freeholds 
above 100l. from being regiſtered z he ſaid perſons having 10 
freeholds at all would pretend to be freeholders above 100l. a 
year, take the freeholder's oath, and ſo impoſe their votes at 
elections. 


The CHANCELLOR of THE Exchequer ſaid he hoped the 
Houſe never would lay any reſtriction upon the right of election, 
that was not neceſſary to preſerve that right from abuſe ; it ſhould 
be the principle of parliament to keep it as enlarged as poſſible. 
It had been ſaid that perſons would be found wicked and hardy 
enough to take the frecholder's oath, even though an hundred 

ounds ſhould be the qualification; he did not think that would 
be the caſe, becaufe ſuch a fraud muſt be immediately detected. 
He would venture to ſay that in the county where he lived 
there was not a freeholder of 100l. a year that he had not the plea- 
ſure of being perfectly acquainted with, but the lefler freeholds, 
being infinitely more numerous and more obſcure, were not 10 
eaſily known, therefore it was neceſſary to guard againſt frauds bj 
having them regiſtered ; for though men in the heat of election, 
urged on by party, and blinded by prejudice or paſſion, might 
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ſometimes be betrayed into fo vile an act as perjury, by ſwearing 
themſelves freeholders, when in truth they were not, yet chere 
were found men ſo bad as to go cooll y and deliberately, fix months 
previous to an election, and ſwear themſelves freeholders falſty, 
when, perhaps, they could not even gueſs which way they might 
afterwards give their votes. 


The committee reported progreſs, and ad;ourned till next 
day. 


The honourable Mr. Ax xESLEV ſaid he took the opportunity 
to mention, that a letter that had been publiſhed, as he under. 
food, was conſidered by Captain Brooke as conveying a reflec- 
tion on him; but he had authority to declare, that it was not the 
intention or idea of the author, printer or publiſher thereof, ta 
convey the molt diſtant or any reflection on him; they having the 
beſt opinion and regard both of his honour and character. 


The Houſe in a committee on the bill for the diſcharge, with- 
out fees, of prifoners accuſed of felony and other crimes on their 
acquittal, or by proclamation, Sir Hugh Hill in the chair, ex- 
amined at the bar Mr. James Smith, deputy-clerk of the crown, 
for the province of Connaught; and Mr. William Maddock, 
deputy-clerk of the crown for the city of Dublin, 


The SecxeETARY or STATE obſerved that the practiſe of 
detaining perſons only for their fees, either by clerk of the crown, 
ſheriff, or gaoler, was illegal; and he called on the gentlemen of 
the bar in the Houſe for their opinions, 


Mr. CHATTER TON ſaid he would ſay there was no judicial 
determination on the queſtion; that the fees of the clerks of the 
gown were in ſome meaſure recognized by ſeveral acts on the ta- 
ble, though not directly authoriſed. That what he ſaid might be 
ſuppoſed to ariſe from his connection with a gentleman in that 
once; but in the county of Corke, he would alert, no perſon 
trer was kept in priſon by the clerk of the crown for his fees, 


The SECRETARY OP STATE ſaid he made no alluſion to any 
wn; the practiſe he knew had been ſo for a great number of 
years ; but it was illegal, and fo were the fees demanded for the 


ſadges, He was ſure the gentleman for the county of Cork acted 
with great propriety and humanity, 


Mr. Caries OfNelr ſaid he was alſo of opinion the deten- 
tion for fees was illegal. 


The committee reported progreſs, and leave was given to lit 
gun to-morrow, 
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SATURDAY, Mac 18, 1786. 


The Houſe went into a committee on the bill for the encou- 
ragement of the fiſheries on the ſea-coaſts of this kingdom, dit 
Hugh Hill in the chair. 


On the clauſe being read for granting a bounty on the tonnage 
of veſſels employed in the fiſhery, an objection was made to giv. 
ing any bounty to veſſels that came under the deſcription of wher. 
ries, by Mr. George Ponſonby and Mr. Buſhe, who ſtated that 
many frauds had been committed in procuring the bounty on 
fiſhing. 

On the other hand, Colonel Conyngham and the honourable 
Dennis Brown contended, that veſſels of this deſcription were the 
moſt proper to carry on the fiſhing. 


The committee divided, when there were for granting the 
bounty, 
Ayes, — 18 Noes, — 43 


Moxa, Mac 20, 1786. 


Mr. Bexesrord ſaid the 18, oool. granted to the commil- 
fioners for opening the avenues, and the communication between 
the north and ſouth fide of the city, by a new bridge, were 
expended all to about 3oool. which would not be ſuffici- 
ent to purchaſe the remainder of the ground wanted, and to 
compleat the work; he therefore gave notice that he would to- 
morrow, or the next day, make a motion on the ſubject, for the 
conſideration of the Houſe. 


The SoLicitor GeneRAL preſented a bill for the better exe- 
cution of the law within the city of Dublin, and certain parts 
adjacent thereto, for quieting and protecting poſſeſſions within 
this kingdom, for the more expeditions 2 of felons, 
for reviving, continuing and amending certain ſtatutes therein 
mentioned, and for repealing an act pailed in the ſeventeenth and 
eighteenth years of the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an 
act for improving the police of the city of Dublin; which was 
received and read the firſt time. 

He ſaid, I ſhall now move that this bill be read a ſecond time 
to-morrow.—lt is my intention to move you, when this motion 
is carried, that the bill be printed, and that its committal be on 
Friday next. 


Sir EDw AA DNN NAM ſaid that had the brief of this bil 
| been agreeable to its defign, we ſhould have heard the real con- 
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ents of it, IT think, ſajd he, the whole might he reduced to ore 
cnacting clauſe, viz. ** to enact that from and after the paſſing of 
this act, there ſhall be no longer freedom of election in the city cf 
Dublin, but that the repreſentatives thereof ſhall be nominated by 
zndþunder the letters patent of the Lord Lieutenant.” He warned 
country members of the tendency of this bill, and the flagrant at- 
ack upon the conſtitution of this country ; the metropolis attack - 
ed, its liberties defiroyed, and their counties would experience 2 
imilar fate, if a proper ſpirit was not exerted in the beginning of 
danger. 


Mr. Hax TLEY ſaid he hoped the right honourable mover, for 
whom he had a great reſpect, and the beſt opinion ↄf his candour 


ble and integrity, would not bring in any matter he thought improper 
the or unconſtitutional ; yet as it was a matter of great conſequence, 

and to alter the conſtitution and police of the city, and he might 
* {ay of the kingdom, he hoped the honourable gentleman when he 


noved the printing cf the bill, and allowed it requited conſidera- 
tion, would not have thought of moving the ſecond reading for an 
earlier day than this day fe anight, 


Mr. SrEwART (of Killamoon) intreated the gentlemen in ad- 
niniſtration not to preſs forward a matter of ſuch importance in ſo 
thin a Houſe, when many gentlemen were gone to attend the at- 
ſues in their different counties, and in the abſence of many others 
vho did not expect this bill would have been brought forward this 
veel Bl day, but give time for conſidering a bill of ſuch conſequence z 


mil- 


were Bhi which was not only to affect the city of Dublin, but every county 
* in the kingdom, 
1 2 Mr. ODF. — The Houſe may be afſured there is no view in 


r the bnying this bill, which is brought in at the univerſal call of the 

ity and of the kingdom. It is univerially acknowledged that 
ſome remedy is neceſſary for the frequent acts of diſobedience to 
the laws, and I hope the remedy now propoſed will Le by all ap- 
proved, If any part of it, upon conſideration, ſhould appear to 
gentlemen defective, I am ſure there will be the utmoſt readineſs 


ele- 


parts 
vithin 


elons, Wl vith thoſe who introduced the bill co adopt whatever improvement 
heren nay be ſuggeſted. As to what has been inſinuated with reipe& to 
_ lhe bill giving any improper influence, when it is in a committee 
ed an 


let any gentleman point out the part that can convey ſuch influ- 
ence, ald | will moſt willingly conſent to its being ſtruck out; for 
do moſt folemnl y declare that the utmoſt caution has been uted to 
connne the operation of the bill to the objects for which it is really 
ended the preſervation of the peace, the ſafety of the citizens 
af Dublin, and the good of the community at large. 

With reſpeQ to the time propoſed for reading and committing 
his bill I bis bill, it is in order that we may have as full a houſe as can be 
al con- ¶ boped for at this period of the fetlion ; but if it was to be delayed 
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for a week, a great number of gentlemen would be gone down to 
the aſſizes, and this important ſubje& mi ght not meet that full at. 
tendance it deſerves; however if in the committee any thing oh. 
jectionable ſhall be pointed out which cannot be immediately obvi. 
ated, I ſball have no objection to deferring the further conſiderati. 
on of the bill for ſome days. | 


Mr. Gz1rr1iTH ſaid the aſſizes were already commenced, and 
many gentlemen were gone down to attend them, as might he 
ſeen by looking round the benches. The two learned gentlemen 
who prepared the bill had taken two months to put it into its pre- 
Tent form; how then could it be expected that country gentlemen, 
In the ſhort ſpace propoſed to be allowed, could pollibly make 
themſelves maſters of 1t? He did not doubt but the bill might 
prove of great advantage to the public; but that advantage would 
not be obtained by hurrying it. Gentlemen ſhould be put in poſ- 
ſeſſion of the bill, and then ſhould have an opportunity of con- 
ſulting their conſtituents at the aſſizes, by which means the opini- 
on of the nation would be truly obtained; for, he ſaid, whatever 
concerned the city of Dublin concerned the whole kingdom, 


The SoLIciTor GENERAL faid he allowed the bill would 
have a general operation; but hoped that operation would be for 
the general good, at leaſt he truſted it would appear no care had 
been wanting on the part of thoſe who prepared the bill to give it 
that principle. He admitted that the bill had coſt much time and 
trouble, but he denied that the ſubjeQ had taken two months to 
comprehend it; he eaſily comprehended it, though it naturally 
took ſome time to reduce it to proper form, He reminded the 
Houſe, that he had propoſed to have the bill printed, and though 
he hoped it would be found much to the public benefit, yet he 
was by no means fo attached to any part of it as not to be very 
willing to alter and amend that Tp at the inſtance of any gentle- 
man who would ſhow him, by fair argument, where it was defec- 
ti ve. 


Mr. Ga Er N ſaid he conſidered the diſturbances which had ſome 
time ſince taken place in Dublin, and the ſpirit of diſobedience to 
the laws which at this day prevailed in many parts of Ireland, 43 
calling loudly for the interference of parliament, As to the bill 
propoſed for remedying thoſe evils, it was fo plain that he thought 
any man of common underſtanding might comprehend it at tuk 
_ fight, and therefore he would not conſent to delay. 


Mr. Coax faid though he highly reſpected the right honour- 
able gentleman who brought it forward, he thought his conduct 
could not be juſtified if he agreed to have ſo momentous a matter 


hurried through the Houſe y for it embraced ſuch a multiplicity of 


parts that it was impoſſible te underſtand it without cool and eſis 
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dus examination ; and the very reading of aQs of parliament on it 
would take up at leaſt an entire day. Some further time therefore 
was necefſary before they attempted to decide upon its principles. 
Country gentlemen would have time to examine it at the aſſizes, 
and thus the ſanſe of the nation might be collected, and they could 
be conſequently the better able to determine on its merit, 


Mr. Serjeant Tol rx faid he never would fit Clent and hear it 
infinuated that the labour of his two right honourable friends, | the 
Attorney and Solicitor General] whoſe knowledge of law, and 
zeal for the conſtitution, were confeſſed by all, could have any 
tendency to intrench upon the rights and liberties of the ſubject, 
The bill had been once read, and moſt diſtinMly, by the Speaker, 
yet no man had been able to point out a ſingle imprapriety in it. 
But, faid he, it is ſaid it ſhould be diſcuſſed at the atlizes, though 
there is ſcarc2 a corner of the ilind that has not ſent in the moſt 
humble terms its compiaints to the foot of the throne, and almoſt 
beſought wilitary interference. Shall it then be ſaid that parlia- 
ment muſt not proceed to remedy the abuſes complained of, until 
the grand juries firſt deliver their opinion? Perhaps it would be 
better for the nation if the grand jurics were to deal lels in politics, 
and contenting themſelves with the enforcement of the laws, com- 
mit the care of forming them to the bands of parliament, in which 
the conſtitution has lodged it, So far as the bi!l relates to the city 
of Nublin it is merely a matter of internal regulation, and goes 
no farther than to enable the magiſtrate to bring offenders to juſtice, 
according to the known and eſtabliſhed laws. As to what relates 
to poſſelſions it is a matter of abſolute neceſſity; and when it ſhall 
be known that parliament has ſeriouſly ſet about retorming abuſes 
on that ſubject, we ſhall no longer hear of fuch men as Mp. 
U'Connor z they will fear morealarm when they know that parli- 
ment are in earneſt, than if a troop of dragooas were at their heels. 
The clauſe which relates to poſſeſſions is, I think, drawn with 
great wiſdom, and ſtrict regard to the conſtitution ; but I am not 
lutpriſed when I confider by whom it was drawn; and I even con- 
lider what was urged as an argument againſt going into the bill im- 
mediately, that it had undergone two months conſideration, as a 
reaſon for ſuppoſing it extremely perfect, and theretore not neceila- 
ly to be delayed. Indeed | know no uſe of delay but to give 
gentlemen time to ſtudy inflammatory ſpeeches againſt it, 


Mr. CoxoLLy.—lt feems it would be urged that no perſon has 
a ſuſpicion of the bill: I ſuſpect the principles of it becaule I ſuſ- 
pet adminiſttation l ſuſpect its intention, becauſe I ſuſpect admi- 
niſtration—I fuſpect an adminiſtration that promiſes.this country 
trade, in lieu of which, ſhe gives us 140, oool. in taxes—1 ſuſpect 
an adminiſtration, that when we alk fur bread gives us a tone, — 
And though I wiſh for order and regulation, ſtul 1 am convinced 


-. 
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the profits ariſing from that bill may be purchaſed too deuly—1 
ice by one clauſe you intend to take the arms out of the hands of 
the volunteers. When I reflect on the memorable propoſitions of 
1785, and the ſenſible meaſures propoſed in 1786, it ſtaggers my 
faith, and induces me to ſay, that turely the people ought to be 
conſulted when you go to alter the conſtitution.— A dill of ſuch 
magnitude, to inſiſt to hurry it before the Houſe ſhews there is a 
ſnake in the graſs, to cruſh which every gentleman ought to attend, 


Mr. GaaTTaNn.—T ſtall give no opinion on the bill on heatin 
the reading of the abſttact; but l have no conkdence in either the 
declarations or conſciences of adminiitration, and ſhall only oblerve 
that this bill 1s certainly a new conſtitution for the city of Dublin, 
If it does not require conſideration, why in the {ame breath move 
to print it for conlideration ? It is a fooliſh blunder to bid us confi- 
der and not allow time for it, 

It has been faid gentlemen ought not to have gone to the aſſizes, 
yet if gentlemen chuſe to attend them, it is hard on the people if, 
in their abſence, a meaſure of ſuch importance is brought in when 
their advice and aſſiſtance is wanted. His Majeſty's miniſters and 
ſervants are men of ability and integrity; they ſhould have 
brought on this matter earlier. If you will poſtpone the conſider- 
ation of the bill till atter the aſſizes, you will do right, and remove 
all cauſe of ſuſpicion, and ſhew you act candidly, By ſome mil- 
fortune or other this ſubject has not been brought on earlier, but is 
now ina thin Houſe z if you wiſh to ſatisfy and ſecure the police, 
you will give time to conſider a bill of ſuch ſingular delicacy ; if 
you will bring it on, let it be printed, let it go forth, There area 
great number of new eſtabliſhments, It is impoſſible to conſider 
tue influence and conſequence attendant on the bill, in a ſhort time. 


Mr. ConynGHaM ſaid he would be ſorry gentlemen in that 
Houſe ſhould not thew a little laudable jealouſy to guard the con- 
ſtitution againſt any encroachment z but he thought it extraordi- 
nary that no meaſure could be propoſed by governinent to which 
the right honourable gentleman [Mr. Grattan] was not ready to 
give oppoſition. He aſked, would any one deny the neceity of 
the preſent bill? Would any one ſay that it had not been called 
for? Was it not alſo material before the aſſizes, that the country 
might ſce that parliament was in earneſt in a deſire to preſerve the 
peace? It was known, he ſaid, that the preſent laws were inſut- 
t:ctent to prevent forcible potſeitions ; nothing, therefore, could be 
more 1mproper than to let the public ſuppoſe that there were two 
opinions in-pariiament on the ſubject. 


Mr. Warrz moved that the bill be read a focond time on Sa- 
turda y. 


Sir Francis HuTcnuinsSoN ſaid he did not mean to inſinuate 
ſuſpicion of the gentlemen who introduced tue bill, nor did he 
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think it neceſſary to recur to the aſſizes in order to prove the pro- 
priety of delaying till Saturday z that the Importance of the bil 
Was A {ufi-.ient realon 3 and thet he wiſhed his honourable friend's 
motion ſtould be compliea with, as a meaſure likely to augment 
(onlidence in adminiſtration. 


On a diviſion, there appeared for reading the bill a ſecond time 
on Saturdays, 


Ayes - — 19 Nocs - - 68 


The queſtion was then put for reading it a {econd time to=more 
row, and Carried without any diviſion. 


ve 
n, 
ve — — — 
fi- 

TursDay, Maxcu 21, 1786. 
i. The following meſſage was received from his Grace the Lord 
5 Lieutenant, by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod: 
nd 80 Mr. Speaker, 
ve WI © It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this Houſe 
et- do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.“ 
po Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend his 
ul- Once; and being returned, the Spraker reported that the Houle 
Sn had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, 
* where his Grace was plcaſed to give the roy al aſſent to the follow- 


ing bills: 

4 An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſore, 
an additional duty on wine, hides, beer, ale, and other goods 
and merchandizes therein mentioned, and for prohibiting the 
im portation of all gold and filver lace, and of all cambricks and 
l2wns, except of the manufacture of Great Britain, and of all 
tops, except of the growth of Great Britain and the Britiſh plan- 
tations, and of all glaſs, except from Great Britain. 

t. An ct for granting to bis Majeſty the ſeveral aids, duties, 
rates, impoſitions and taxes therein particularly expreſſed, to be 
applied to the payment of the intereſt of the ſums therein provided 
lu, and towards the diſcharge of the ſaid principal ſums in ſuch 
manner as therein is directed, and for ſuch other purpoſes as are 
therein mentioned. 

3. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 
the ſeveral duties therein mentioned, to be levied by the commitli- 
oners for managing the ſtamp duties, : 

82 4. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceffors, 
a certain rates and duties upon the portage and conveyance of all 

letters and packets within this kingdom, and for the purpoles 
wate therein mentioned, 
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5. An ad for the advancement of trade, and for granting to hi; 
Majeltys his heirs and ſucceſſors, the ſeveral duties therein menti. 
oned, 

6. An act for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors 
certain duties upon malt. ; 

7. An act for granting to his Majeſty the ſeveral duties therein 
mentioned upon coffee. 

- 8. An act for regulating and extending the tobacco trade, and 
for granting to his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties 
therein mentioned. 

9. An act for regulating the ſugar trade, and for granting to bis 

Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 
10. An act for granting unto his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucce(. 
ſors, Certain duties on carriages. 
11. An act for granting certain duties upon licenſes to be taken 
out by the ſeveral perſons therein mentioned. | 
12, An act for licenſing hawkers and pedlars, petty chapmen and 
other perſons. 
13. An act to promote the linen and hempen manufactures, by 
encreaſing the ſupply of Iriſh flax-ſeed, and encouraging the ex- 
* of linens and fail cloth, and for granting to his Majeſty, his 
eirs and ſucceſſors, the duties therein mentioned. 


a 

14. An act for making, widening, and repairing public roads in — 
the county of Dublin, and for repealing parts of ſeveral acts for- 
merly made ſor that purpoſe. M 

15. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in this kingdom Len, 
in the eighth year of the reign of her late Majeſty Queen Anne, en- M 
titled an aQ forthe better payment of inland bills of exchange, and mark 
making promiſſory notes more obligatory. Kio 

It was reſolved, nem. cen. that the thanks of this Houſe be given the f 
to the Right Honourable the Speaker, for the excellent ſpeech T 


made by him at the bar of the Houſe of Peers on preſenting the nega 
money bills this day, and that he be requelted to print the ſame, 


Mr. Jon x WoLFe preſented a bill to enable certain perſons to T 
make a navigable cut from the grand canal at Oſbertſtown towards 
Naas, and into the adjacent country; which was received and 
read a firſt time. | 


Mr. Hay ts (of Avondale) preſented a bill to explain and amend 
an act paſſed in the thiiceenth and fourteenth years of kis preſent 
Majeſty, entitled an act tor preventing frauds in the meaſurement 


of lime; which was received and read a firſt time. * 
He alſo preſented a bill for rendering effectual a grant made for- * 
merly by parliament for the encouragement of the copper manu. * 
fifture ot this kingdom; which was received and read a fit "g 
t me. 1 
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The ſtage bill was read a third time, and ordered to the Lords. 


Sr EDwAaRD NEWENHAM ſaid he wiſhed the honourable mem- 
ber would re-commit the bill, in order to create a board for con- 
duQing the ſtage, and include the four or five forlorn aldermen 
who could not find room in the paving bill, harbour act, or p22 
bill, That it would be cruel to cut off thoſe men from ſharing 
in the preſent bounties. 


Ar. Mas ox adverted to the recent ſituation of Captain Brooke 
of Proſperous, 


Mr. Joun Wore ſaid that the creditors of that gentleman 
had already changed their minds; they had taken a different turn, 
and he was on that account for poſtponing any further enquiry. 


The Houſe ſat in a committee on the inland fiſhery bill, Mr, 
Bolton in the chair. 


Lord LuTTRELL obſerved that a clauſe for the puniſhment 
of the robbers of ſalmon fry weirs, &c. comprehending the words 
hue and cry, had cauſed too much contention. 


Sir Joux BLaqQuieke defended the clauſe, as a neceſſary 
dne, and wiſhed that in order to proſecute the idle, the vagabond 
and diſſolute to conviction, the clauſe ſhould comprehend two 
proſecutors inſtead of one. 


Mr. CHarLes O' NZ IL ſaid he was for puniſhing ſuch offen- 
ders, but he wiſhed to diſcriminate guilt from innocence, 


Mr. OcL e faid he regretted the robberies of our rivers. He re- 
marked that, at the rate we went on, we followed the rule of 


Kiop's fables gooſe—for to get all the eggs together, we killed 
the gooſe. 


The queſtion being put for the inſertion of the clauſe, it was 
negatived without a diviſion, 


The following is the Right Honourable the Speaker's ſpeech to 
His Grace the Lord Lieutenant, at the bar of the Houſe of 
"50h on preſenting the money bills for the royal aſſent this 

Y. 


« May it pleaſe your Grace, 


* THE expences of this kingdom had for a ſeries of years, as 
well in time of peace as war, conſtantly exceeded its revenue, 
and debt increaſed on debt. 

Where ſuch a ſyſtem is ſuffered to prevail, manufaQures 
muſt at length give wav, trade will decline, and agriculture ceaſe + 
to produce wealth or plenty. The Commons therefore, in the 
laſt ſeſſion, wiſely determined to put a ſtop to ſo ruinous a ſyſtem, 

with a ſpirited attention to the true intereſts ef their country, 
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and the honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's government, they 
voted new taxes to increaſe the revenue of the year, in the ſum 
of 140, ogol. 

The effort was great, and the event has proved its wiſdom, 
No further addition is now wanting no loan or at of credit is 
neceſſary—a ſituation unknown to this kingdom for many ſetlion; 
paſt, and marking with peculiar force the happy zra of Your 
Grace's adminiſtration. 

Animated by this ſucceſs, and determined to perſevere in 
the principle of preventing the accumulation of debt, his Majeſtyn 
faithful Commons have in this ſeſlion, continued the ſame taxes, 
and granted all the ſupplies that were deſired, to the full amount 
of every eſtimated ex pence; nor have they omitted at the ſane 
time to provide for the ſpeedy reduction of the national debt, by a 
conſiderable ſinking fund, and to continue to the agriculture, the 
hſhertes, and therifing manufactures of the kingdom, the boundies 
neceſſary for their ſupport. 

Great as theſe taxes are, they are liberally and chearfully 
given, in the moſt firm and full confidence that from your Grace's 
experienced wiſdom and affection for this kingdom they will be 
found effectually to anſwer the end propoſed, of ſupplying the 
whole of the public expence, and preventing any further accuau- 
lation of debt.” a 


— — 


WepnesDaY, Marcu 22, 1786. 


The Houſe went into a committee, Sir Hugh Hill in the char, 
on the bill for diſcharging pritoners acquitted, without their pay- 
ing fees. 

Sir Edward Cor ron examined Mr. Maddocks, clerk ol 
the crown, as to the fees actually charged before the late law wa 
paſſed on this ſubject, who ſtated, that the fees for an indid- 
ment of biz) treaſon, as murder, &c. were tirſt, 


F a 
To the clerk of the crown — "BY 
To the Judge — — Ss 4 
To the ſheriff — — — 0 13 4 
To the gaoler — — 6; 
Diſcharge — — 9, 4 3 

So that the moſt innocent perſon, however un- 

juſtly accuſed, paid in mere fees, beſides the g 
colt of lawyers, &c. to defend him, — 4 $ 113 


* — _w_u<____ 
9 - 


* 


never 
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For an indictment of felony, though acquitted. 


* 1. d. 
To the Clerk of the crown — I 6 G 
* To the ſheriff „ Pg 
* To the gaoler — ab 8 4 
Jur Diſcharge — — O «a 2 
in 1 
0 : — — 
— The ſame for a treſpaſs, except as to a judge, 
une who gets - 1 6 
_ Beſides theſe fees, there are paid by perſons con- 
Wa victed, on obtaining pardon, 
the To the clerk of the crown 3 
lier To the judge — . 


Being aſked, whether ſince the late law the number of trials 
ully had increaſed ? He ſaid he thought they had. In going circuit, 
\ce's be bad known perſons tried in one town, and diſcharged, brought 


1 be to trial in another town in the ſame circuit, for crimes committed 
» the after the firſt ttial. 
mony Mr. Haves (of Avondale) ſaid he was well acquainted with 


the humanity of Mr. Maddocks's diſpoſition z he knew he had 
never detained wretches in gaol for his own particular fees, and 
aſured the Houſe they might put the moſt implicit confidence in 
bis report, 


Mr. Wan DEN Froo examined Mr. Maddocks : He aid, 
tat before the paſſing of the late law, perſons acquitted were often 
detained in priſon for their fees; that now the fee to the judges 
we paid by the clerk, of the crown, who is reimburſed by the 
prelentment of the grand jury; he does not know whether judges 
ae by law entitled to thoſe fees, but by their taking them, ſup- 
poles they are, When fees have been heretofore unpaid, judges 
have lodged a detainer ; he docs not know whether it was legal. 
before the late act, people were often detained for fees: He 
«nows nothing of the legality of this proceeding, but he has known 
it to be practiſed twenty years.—He ſaid he never demanded any 
les but upon the precedent of thoſe who went before him in ob. 
ice He could not teil whether the number of perſons tried had 
ncreaſed ſince the act; he had ſometimes known grand juries 
ent the fees of wretches acquitted, who were. unable to pay 

lr themſelves z in going circuit he had ſometimes in one town 
tceived 1001, in others very little. He always travels with ſeven 
8 11 orles, three clerks, and two ſervants. ö 


—— he = directed to withdraw, and the committee reported 
rogreſs, | 


* 
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Mr. BexnsrorD faid the Houſe had formerly addreſſed tte 
crown for a ſum of money to be applied in opening an avenue 
from Sackville· ſireet to Colleze-green ; the grounds for that pur. 


poſe had been valued, a great part of them paid for, ſome cf *% 
them actually thrown open, and the whole buſineſs was in 3 that 
degree of forwardneſs that made it neceſfary to think of providing but 
a communication between the two ſides of the river by a new be « 
bridge, the materials for which might be got in readinefs before forn 
the next ſeſſion, and early in the enfuing ſummer might be put the 
together; and by the time that the progreſs of the work wou!d ny 
impede the acceſs of the ſhipping to the old cuſtom-houſe, he as 
hoped the ne one would be fit to do buſineſs. He would there- 1 
fore move, that an humble addreſs be preſented to his Grace the tion 
Lord Lieutenant, that he will be pleaſed to lay before his Mi * 
jeſty the humble defire of this Houſe, that his Majeſty will be ou 
graciouſly pleaſed to grant to the commiſſioners of his revenue 2 wo | 
ſum not exceeding the ſum of to be applied by then a fo 
towards compleating the intentions of this Houſe, of opening a till | 
convenient communication between the northern and touthern neſs 
ſides of this city, to the eaſtward of Eſſex- bridge (for which con- it n 
ſiderable ſums of money have been already granted) by ereQting man 
a bridge over the river Anna Litiey, oppoſite to Batchelor's-lane, he p 
upon ſuch plan as ſhall be approved of by his Grace the Lord bill 
Lieutenant, ſo ſoon as the new cuſtom-houſe now building ſhall nd 
be ſo fat advanced as to admit of topping the navigation up to it do 
the preſent cuſtom-houſe, and that this Houſe will make goed may 
the ſame. er 
It was reſolved that the Houſe will, to-morrow morning, ſtrate 
reſolve itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the all h 
ſaid motion into conſideration. were 
The police hill was read a ſecond time, and a motion was mad: _ 
that it be now committed. | — 
Sir EDwarxp CFO HO ſaid he roſe to give his decided diſap- ſaid, 
probation to the bill now read; firſt, on the principle that it was is de 
a money bill, and ſhould have been in the firit inſtance taken up ber © 
in a committee of ways and ineans; and ſecondly, on the prin- ple o 
Ciple, that as the bill appeared to him, it was one of the mot the l 
oppreliive that ever was framed; it was ſubverſive of the confi- City 
tution, and invaded the rights of the ſubjed; it authoriſed com- M 
miſſioners, and thoſe actiog under them, to commit acts danger- medi 
ous to the peace of ſociety ; by virtue of this ad, they might . 
break into the houſe of any peaceable citizen, nor was even in bj 
houſes of members of parliament exeinpted, who might on the tende 
complaint of ſome diſorderly ſcrvant, be taken up by an infamous 1 


petty conſtable: Therefore, thinking as he did, that the bill 


! 
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went to annihilate the conſtitution, and infringe the rights of the 

ple, he ſhould, move that the committal of this bill be poſt- 

ned to the ſecond day of Auguſt next: He had intended to move 
that it ſhould be taken into conſideration on the firſt day of Auguſt, 
but on tecollection he found that a great deal of buſineſs was to 
de done on that day. [Alluding to the reſolutions moved on 4 
former night by the right honourable Mr. Brownlow, reſpecting 
the penſion liſt, and which were, on the motion of the right ho- 


nourable the Chancellor of the Exchequer, poſtponed to the firſt 
of Auguſt.) 


The Sreaken here explained the point of order=the queſ- 
ha tion now before the Houſe was, that the bill be committed. 


Mr. HaxTLey faid that, as one of the repreſentatives of this 
city, whoſe rights would be materially affected by the preſent 
bill, he felt it his duty, and thought himſelf warranted in ſayin 
Rl a few words, He ſaid he did not get a printed copy of the bi! 


4 till half after one o'clock that day, and he had not, from the ſhort- 
ern neſs of time, been able to pay that attention to the bill, which 
on- its magnitude required; nor, indeed, was the time ſufficient for a 
ing man of a quicker underſtanding and greater abilities, than what 
ne, he preſumed to poſſeſs; but this he was able to collect from the 
ord bill, that it ian or to deſtroy the chartered rights of the city, to 
ball tender the board of aldermen dependent on government; and that 
= it done away, to all intents and purpoſes, the power of the lord. 
00 


| mayor and the magiſtrates of the city, From the peruſal, he found 

likewiſe; that its influence extended to appointing county magi- 
ing; ſtrates, perhaps not vety teſpectable, to act in the city; and that 
the all honours and emoluments ariſing from this new eſtabliſhment, 

were to flow from adminiſtration z and however reſpectable and 
well inclined to this country the preſent adminiſtration might be, 
he did not think it prudent or wile to give ſuch extraordinary 
powers as this bill gave to every ſucceiſive one. He likewiſe 
laid, that by this bill a power was given to the commiſſioners that 
8 denied to Majeſty itſelf, that is, of raiſing an indefinite num- 
ber of armed men. On the whole, he thought that the princi- 
ple of the bill went to invade ancient chartered rights, and infringe 
the liberties of the people; therefore, as a repreſentative of the 
city of Dublin, he fhould oppoſe the bill being committed. 


Mr. Dex is Browne contended for the neceſſity of the im- 
mediate commiĩttal of the bill; an improvement of the police was 
not only wanted in the city, but alſo in the country, particularly 
in his part, and he wiſhed the operation of the bill would be ex- 
tended beyond the limits of the eity. 


Mr. Gx1re1TH complained of the ſhortneſs of time given for 


the conſideration of any meaſure brought forward by adminiſtra- 
Vor. VI. * ä 
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tion. He ſaid he had ſeen the bill but an hour ago, and whit 
rcading it, he imagined himſelf tranſported ,to the regions of 
Indoſtan. He declared that if this bill paſſed, the city of Dublin 
would be in a more oppreſſive ſituation in regard to its govem- 
ment, than the city of Delhi. He begged that a meaſure of ſuch 
great magnitude might not be hurried through the Houſe, and he 
propheſied that if this bill paſſed into a law, it would raiſe ſuch 
a ferment as gentlemen were not aware of at preſent z. he ſhould 
therefore oppoſe the committal of the bill, for it was not calculat- 
ed for a country that had the leaſt pretenſions to freedom, but 
calculated for the meridian of the moſt abſolute monarchy, 


Sir EDW ARD CROF TONI would wiſh to hear gentlemen give 
their reaſons why this bill is not obnoxious; and it is one Circum- 
ſtance that induces me to wiſh for time in this buſineſs, that the 
gentlemen with whom it originated may eonvince me that this 
bill deſerves my ſupport. | 

It was mentioned on Monday laſt, that this bill, if carried into 
execution for this city, would, perhaps, in the courſe of the next 
ſeſſion, be extended to the country parts of this kingdom. For 
my part, from the features of this bill, I ſhould be ſorry to find 
it carried into execution even in a country habituated to flavery, 

have ſpoken of a Mr. O”Connor in a former debate, and | am 
firmly perſuaded that, as to that gentleman, matters have been 
extremely exaggerated and miſrepreſented. I know it has been 
mentioned as an affair that required the interference of govern» 
ment; and that camps, cannon, and fortifications were etected. 
It was alſo rumoured that the Roman Catholics were in open te- 
bellion; this was an inſiduous, infamous, and falſe report, cal- 
culzted to caſt an undeſerved refiection on a body of men remari- 
able for their loyalty to their ſovereign, and their known attach- 
ment to the conſtitution; it was an illiberal and an infamous attack 
on a people diſtinguiſhed for their peaceable demeanour, and was 
intended but to ſerve the purpoſes of this ſtill more infamous 
bill, 

However great my knowledge may have been of the loyalty 
of the Roman Catholics of this country, yet I mult confeſs on 
this occaſion I was made a dupe to report; for from the gentle- 
man who had declared the county of Roſcommon to be in a ſtate 
of rebellion, I could ſcarcely believe but government had authe- 
rey ſtor laying ſo; I confets, therefore, I felt for my property; 
and it was natural I ſhould make every poſſible enquiry ; 1 did 10, 
and found there was no rebellion in the country; and alſo found 
the trifling diſturbances which have been ſo exaggerated, were 
only the effects cf ſome whiſkey, to which the country people 
had been treated, and which every gentleman knows operates on 
the lower order of people, as oil of Rudium does on rats; and 
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if what was very extraordinary, there was not a broken head on the 
of occaſion. 
lin ] wrote to a gentleman of veracity, and a magiſtrate a [Mr. 
N= Caulfield] who aſſured me the peace of the county was not for a 
ch moment diſturbed; I offered to reinſtate thoſe gentlemen who 
he were {aid to be diſpoſſeſſed of their lands, with the aſſiſtance of 
ch a troop of dragoons; the power was denied me; I therefore was 
ald well founded in an opinion, that when this bill was mentioned, 
at- the affair of Roſcommon would be made a handle of; and that 
but it would be faid the rebellion, as it was ludicrouſly termed, of 
O'Connor, made it abſolutely neceſſary. I am alſo convinced 
ive that the affairs in the ſouth are likewiſe exaggerated, and by no 
4 means fairly ſtated, ſo as to give riſe to this meaſure; but admit- 
the ting what we have heard to be facts, I humbly ſubmit to this 
his Houſe, if the ſubverſion of our conſtitution is not a ſtrange mode 
of producing regulation and good order to the ſtate, 
nto Mr. Moor E. It cannot have eſcaped the notice of the Houſe, 
ent that the honourable gentleman firſt moved to refer the bill to the 
For 2d of Auguſt, and afterwards defired to know on what principle 
find it could be ſupported. Now I think there cannot be a difference 
Je of opinion amongſt gentlemen as to the principle, when they look 
am round and fee the lawleſs outrages committed in every part of the 
een kingdom, and which have ceaſed but the other day in the capital. 
deen The bill profeſſes to remedy ſuch abuſes. How is not now the 
mn queſtion—the detail is to be examined in the committee, 
Ne 


| would moſt earneſtly recommend to gentlemen unanimity on 
this ſubject, for every one who knows the country knows the 


cal ſtrong impreſſion that the unanimity of this Houſe will make, I 
atk need not tell gentlemen that ignorant people will miſtake any op- 
ach- polition to the principle of the bill, and think it an approbation 
= of their miſconduct ; they will deem gentlemen who oppoſe the 
was 


principle of the bill eſpouſers of their cauſe, by which means the 
Nous good effects of the bill will be utterly deſtroyed; therefore I 
hope for as much unanimity as poſſible; and as I know the ne- 


yalty cellity there is for this bill, I will vote for its being committed on 
$ = the earlieſt day, 
ntle- 


Mr, Gopraey GREEN faid he had read the bill with great 
attention, and it had his full approbation; he thought it a maſter- 
V performance, drawn up with a degree of ability which reflect- 
ed honour on the law {ſervants of the crown, and promiſed the 
happieſt conſequences to the nation. Its principle was obviouſly 
to preſerve the peace of the country. Would any man deny the 
necellity of ſuch a bill, who knew that in the county of Tippe- 
raty alone nine forceable poſſeſſions were held at one time? 
Would any man deny the neceffity of it who recollected the tat- 
ing and feathering committee * | 

4 
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One clauſe of the bill, he obſerved, went to remedy an incon- 
venience very much felt in every county in Ireland, the difficulty 
of tranſporting felons. Would any man ſay that was not 2 
neceſſary clauſe? But he confeſſed it was premature to talk of 
particular clauſes, the committee was the proper place to inveſti. 
gate them; and as no one had denied the principle of the bill, he 
thought the ſooner it went to the committee the more advantage- 
ous it would prove to the public. 


Sir NicnoL as LAWIESss ſaid he roſe to expreſs his approbati- 
on of the bill. No one, he obſerved, bad denied the miſerahis 
ſtate of the preſent police; no one had pretended that ſome te- 
form and improvement were not neceſſary. An honourable ba- 
ronet had ſaid, that whiſkey was produdive of much miſchief in 
the country; its influence might alſo be perceived in Dublin, but 
the bill would enable the magiſtrates to correct the ill effects of 
that influence; and as it tended to preſerve the tranquillity of the 
metropolis, and to quiet the poſſe.hions in the country, he could 
hot conceive how it was poſſibie for any gentleman, having thick 
objects at heart, to give it oppoſition. 


Mr. Oxpe ſaid he would not have rifen but to expreſs how 


greatly he approved the ſentiments of a gentleman who, with {9 . 


much honour to himſelf, had enforced the neceſſity of unanimity, 
and to aſſure the reſpectable member for the city of Dublin, that 
when the bill ſhould go into committee, he would be ready, a3 
pollible, to accommodate any part that he might deem objeQi- 
onable, to his wiſhes. He aſſured the Houſe that it was the wih 
of all concerned, in preparing. and forwarding the bill, to pre- 
ſerve every right of the corporation of the city of Dublin as far 
as poſſible, and conſiſtent with the public good, and if in any 
caſe the rights of the city thould appear to be broken in upon, 
the Houſe would be the proper judges how far it was founded in 
neceſſity, and how it might be avoided. He called upon every 
gentleman to lend his aſſiſtance, as he did not think the Houle 
tied to the particular clauſes of the bill, and as he wiſhed to 
convince the country, almoſt every part of which had complain- 
ed of the weakneſs of the preſent laws, that government had n9 
intention but to ſtrengthen the hands of the civil magiſtrate, for 
the preſervation of peace and good order amonęſt the people. 


Mr. GAT TAN. — No one will ſay that a good police is not: 
good thing for the city of Dublin; no one will ſay that a good 
police is not a good thing for the city of London, or Paris, ot 
any other city; but I deny that under pretence of preterving the 
City's peace we ſhould deſtroy the city's independence. 

This bill is a bill of armed patronage, and as ſuch I will op- 
pole it in every ſtage. I think there was no dikgulty in forming 


a bill upon the principles of the conſtitution, that would have 
eſſected every good purpoſe propoſed by the preſent bill; in a 
very few days I think I could prepare one which would not attack 


the rights of the city, or grant this very formidable patronage to 
the crown. 


The Ar TOANET GENERAL. am ſurpriſed to hear objec- 
tions made to this bill by any gentleman who has been witneſs to 
the riots which have diſgraced our city, Even now, that they 
have ſubſided, what is the ſituation ? You cannot bring an offen- 
der from the priſon to trial without a military guard—you cannot 
whip an offender through the ſtreets without an army—there is 
bi- not the ſmalleſt thing that can be done in the way of executive 
juſtice without a military guard, 


bet Iwill remind gentlemen of what happened laſt ſeſſion. Though 
8 Mr. Green, the then lord mayor, and his ſheriff, Mr, Smith, 
the had poſitive information that an armed mob had determined to 
= come down to this houſe, and attack the members who happened 
10 


to fall under their diſpleaſure ; yet either from inabilicy or neglect, 
no precaution was taken; and gentlemen will pleaſe to recolleCt 
how what happened. 
h ſo It is ſaid that this bill infringes the charter of the city—I will 
nity, fate how this matter ſtands :— Within the circular- road, which, 
with the Pheœnix- park, comprehends the diftriR in which this bill 
u intended principally to operate, there are ſeveral different juriſ- 
dictions the city of Dublin, the county of Dublin, and different 
liberties.— Very great inconveniencies have heretofore been expe- 
renced, becauſe county magiſtrates were not able to act in the 
city, or city magiſtr. tes in the county; it has been therefore 
thought neceſſary to give to certain magiſtrates a concurrent juriſ- 
dition that ſhall run through the whole diſtrict, without whic 
there can never be an effectual police. i 
The right honourable gentleman has faid that in a few days he 
would be able to draw up a bill upon more conſtitutional princi- 
ples—I deny that any principle can be more conſtitutional than 
that of diminiſhing the influence of the ſtanding army, and 
ſirengthening the hand of the civil magiſtrate ; and though I have 
&&ery opinion of the legal knowledge and ability of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, yet he wiil give me leave to doubt that he 
would be able to perform what he is ſo free to promiſe, —I 
very readily acknowledge that the bill coſt my learned friend 
(the Solicitor General] and me a very great deal of trouble; that 
ve had ſeveral meetings upon it; our with was to make it as cor- 
rect and unexceptionable as poſſible; for we weil knew that any 
thing, however perfect, coming from the preſent adminiſtration, 


would be oppoted, and theretore we determined to leave ne 
pound for cavil. 


DX FATE S 2341 / 


— na, 
— 2 —— — —— - 
— l * 
2 


242 PARLIAMENTARY 


It was ſaid in a former debate, that this bill was a ſcheme to 
diſarm the volunteers. That old and ſtale pretext, of ſtanding 
up for the volunteers, is now worn out—it will not excite the 
leaſt diſturbance.— But why is this to diſarm the volunteers? Be- 
cauſe it empowers the commiſſioners to ſearch the houſes of ſuſ- 
pected and unqualified perſons for concealed arms. Will any 
man deny the propriety of this, when he hears that there is ſcarce 
a drunken weaver in the Liberty that has not arms concealed; 
and I ſubmit, whether this proviſion of the bill ought not to be 
extended to the ſouth of Ireland, where the arms of the volunteer; 
have got into the very worſt hands, the hands of the loweſt order 
of Roman Catholics, who are daily diſarming the Proteſtants 
there. I am ſorry to ſay that within this month, in the county 
of Kerry, a body of Papiſts attacked and diſarmed a little colo- 
ny of — Proteſtants, who had formed themſelves into a 
corps of volunteers. — They took from them thirty ſtand of arms, 

The bill goes no farther than to extend the civil power—l de- 
fy any man to ſay it does more—and I aſk whether paſt experi 
ence authoriſes any man to ſay, that any very eſfectual ſcheme of 
police is likely to be brought forward and put into execution by 
the corporation of the city of Dublin? Do gentlemen recollett 
when particular members of this Houſe were obliged to have 

ards to defend them from the fury of an enraged mob, inſti- 
zated by the baſeſt of men, and for the vileſt purpoſes ! ak 
them, did the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs protect them ?—No.—In 
ſhort, if ever there was a city in the world, whoſe police wanted 
improvement, Dublin was that city. 

The right honourable gentleman has ſaid that he would have 
no odjection to a good bill for regulating the police. I would be 
extremely glad of his aſſiſtance, and that of the reſpectable city 
member, to correct any thing that may be amiſs in this bill. If 
they will point out any ſolid objection, I will alter the part again 
which it lies, | 

Sir BoyLe Roch. In a bill of ſo much public expeRation, 
I did hope that both ſides of the Houſe would have united to let 
It go into a committee without raiſing any difficulty. In the com- 
mittee a perfect code might be formed to remedy the evils which 
this bill profeſſes to redreſs. 

I have read the hiſtory of ancient parliaments, and I have 
found, that reſpectable country gentlemen were wont to come into 
the Houſe, and ſupport government, where government ought to 

be ſupported, and oppole the crown in every caſe where oppoſi- 
tion was beneficial to the nation. I am ſorry the preſent days do 
not furniſh ſuch virtue; we now ſee gentlemen who ought to 
ſupport laws beneficial to the ſtate, giving uniform and indiſcrimi- 
nate oppoſition, | 


n 343 


If 1 may be indulged in fo much liberty, I will hold up to the 
Houſe a picture which will ſhew the neceſſity of this bill. 

On the fifth of April, 1984, the mob of this city aggregated, 
called together by ſeditious hand- bills, which were libels on the 
King's government, and on this Houſe. I, myſelf, ſaw the mob, 
headed by the magiſtrates of that day, and led down to this 
Houſe. They filled all the paſſages; they filled your bar and 
your gallery, and from the gallery they threatened the lives of 
your members, particularly the life of a right honourable gentle» 
man who with zeal and patriotiſm, not to be ſurpaſſed, had for 
many years exerted his great talents, and ſucceſsfully exerted 
them, to give bread to the very multitude that was ready to de- 
ſtroy him. He was the man particularly pointed at to be ſacri- 
iced to the rage of faction and party, 

[ call upon the Houſe to recolle& what was done the ſucceed- 
ing ſummer, Can the Houſe forget Napper's parliament and 
Reilly's election ? If they do, I ſhall never forget them; nor ſhall 
I forget the intrepidity with which a right honourable member 
[Attorney General] ſtood forward at the Tholſel at the hour of 
danger. A gentleman alſo, whom, as I do not fee him here, I 
ſhall name [Mr. Wolfe] upon that occaſion proved that he poſſeſſ- 
ed the proper ſpirit of a good citizen; he alſo ſtood in the gap. 
Many other gentlemen of this Houſe, and gentlemen not of this 
Houſe, appeared to ſupport the conſtitution of their country; 
for a moment ſedition ſlunk away abaſhed, nor did ſhe after that 
dare to ſhew herſelf, even in William-ſtreet, but kept cloſely 
within doors. | 

But what was the effect of ſuch exertion to individuals? Plots 
were formed to aſſaſſinate ſome gentlemen, and an honourable 
alderman, whoſe magiſtracy had been deemed a model and exam- 
ple for all his ſucceſſors, was proſcribed, and nearly ruined for 
his loyalty and zeal for the conſtitution. However, I know the 
honeſt heart of our noble chief governor will exult with joy to 
ind it in his power to reward ſuch merit. 

An honourable gentleman has with great juſtice ſaid that the 
only objection to the bill is its want of univertality, for there ate 
many places in this kingdom where neither a man's life nor his 
property are ſafe. A land jobber, for inſtance, availing himſelf 
of the weakneſs of the preſent police, finding his leaſe expired, 
Kill holds poſſeſſion of your land, refuſes to pay rent, and if you 
attempt by law to turn him out, he ſets you at defiance, for he 
knows that there is no force in the country to execute the laws, 
except you call on the King's army. 

When the bill goes into 2 committee, I hope to ſee a clauſe in- 
troduced to abolith the act called Lucas's law z that was the 
irſt infringement that ever was made on this city's charter; that 
let the heads of the mob and the abertors of ſedition into che 
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corporation, Previous to that ill-omened law, the corporation of 
the city of Dublin was truly reſpectable; not leſs than eight al- 
dermen of the city had the honour to fit in this Houſe at one time, 
and it is my opinion, if that law had never been enaQted, the city 
would have ſtill maintained her dignity, we ſhould have lived in 
happineſs and tranquillity, and we ſhould have no occaſion for the 
preſent bill; but from the day that a pack of low incendiariez 
were admitted into the corporation, there never was ſafety, order, 
or good government amongſt them, | 


Mr. ConoLLY.—A few words have dropped from my right 
Honourable friend on the floor, to which I beg leave to advert. I 
have read a bill that under the ſpecious pretence of giving po- 
Iice, goes to take away conſtitution. The right honourable com- 
— of this ſtrange and voluminous code of laws, ſays he is wil- 

ing to have the objectionable parts ex punged, when it comes to 
an inveſtigation; if ſo, I think his labour of two months will 
not preſerve its preſent awful and extenſive appearance, ſince it is 
evident there are many ſtriking features of that odious bill, which 
certainly goes to infringe on a charter that ſhould be protected by 
Parliament, and net be permitted to be deſtroyed by the caprice 
of an inconſiſtent adminiſtration. I, however, riſe now, not to 
enter into a detail of the demerits of this bill, but to anſwer for 
thoſe words I have uttered on the night before laſt, and to which 
the right honourable gentleman has alluded. I am till poſitive 
that I am well founded in my opinion, that the conduct of the 
preſent adminiſtration is inimical to the conſtitution. I will not 
at preſent dwell on the powers which are to be laviſbed on the of- 
ficers and Commiſſioners now intended to be eſtabliſhed, if that 
infamous bill receives the ſanction of law; nor will I ſpeak the 
ſentiments of the gentleman at the head of adminiſtration in ano- 
ther country, of whom our oftenſible miniſter here is an echo; 
or add my voice at preſent to that of the people, in execrating his 
meaſures, and the meaſures of his confidential friend in this coun- 
try. : 5 
But let us look to the adminiſtration that concerns ourſelves. 
I did ſay this bill intended to go to diſarm the volunteers z theſe 
were my words, and nothing has as yet tranſpired to make me 
alter my ſentiments, The temperance of the volunteers ſince the 
noble duke's adminiſtration, deſerves our grateful approbation. 
When they were miſguided, and adopted meaſures which I con- 
ceived improper, I was not backward in avowing myſelf agaiaſt 
their proceedings; but when I reflect that the moment the volun- 
teers were told their conduct was diſagreeable to parliament, they 
retired to the country without a murmur : Such conduct fecures 
my admiration, and makes me at preſent tenacious of their libet- 
ties, nor Can their arms be placed in better hands than where they, 
pg | R 
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As to the propoſitions of laſt year, had they went into the 
Engliſh Houſes as they were introduced here, followed by the 
prelent intended violation of charter, I think I would have ſeen 
the ſpirit of the venerable Pitt riſe from its tomb, to rebuke the 
diſgracious conduct of a ſon, in whom he could not poſſibly trace 
a virtue that had diſtinguiſhed that honeſt and incorruptible mi- 
niſter, 

When I take a view of the preſent adminiſtration, I cannot 
help execrating the ſubject of attachments, the taxes, and the 
reſtriftions laid on the preſs. And from theſe diſgracious circum- 
ſtances, I think myſelf warranted in declaring 1 have no confi= 
dence in the preſent adminiſtragon. There is a part of this po- 
lice bill which mentions that no action is to lie againſt the offen- 
der, who may at any hour he pleaſes, under the ſanction of this 
diabolical code, break into a man's houſe. 


The ATTorneyY GENERAL.—No action is to lie, except an 
aQion for treſpaſs. 


Mr. Coxno1Ly.,—So according to this precious clauſe it is evi- 


dent the ſervants of thefe commiſſioners may break into the 
houſe of any volunteer whatever, and deprive him of his arms. 
Every man of moderate capacity muſt be impartially convinced 
that this is poſitively an alteration of the conſtitution.—I am 
alarmed, exceedingly alarmed, at theſe unneceſſary and uncon- 
ſtitutional ſtretches, and wiſh I could fit down and ſay I could 
give any part of this police bill my approbation. 


Mr. BOOK E (of Donegal) ſaid he could not deny the prin» 
ciple of the bill, and muſt admit that the neceſſity of it both in 
Dublin and through the country was obvious; but it was the mis- 
fortune of government (not the preſent but all governments) 
that nothing could be brought forward by them which was not an 
object of jealouſy 3 this had been proved in the abſentee bill, 
which though long the ardent wiſh of the nation, was rejected 
when offered by gevernment, 


The SegcxeETARY OF STATE ſaid the import of the bill had 
been totally miſtaken, which was a deciſive reaſon for conſider- 
ing the different clauſes of it in a committee. It had been aſſert- 
ed that the bill profeſſed an improvement of the police, and re- 
ally propoſed a violation of the conſtitution of the metropolis. 
He denicd that it in any reſpect violated that conſtitution, and 
akked, whether any magittrate of the city of Dublin had now 
any power, pre-eminence or authority, that would not, after 
this bill ſhould paſs. into à law, remain with him entire and 
undiminiſhed ? He atirmed that this bill would improve the 
Conſtitution, by extending the jutiſdiction of ſome of its magi- 
dates. No man by this bill would be a magiſtrate of the city 
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who ſhall not derive his right under its charters ; but it was pro. 
poſed that ſome of its magiſtrates ſhould be alſo magiſtrates in the 
county of Dublin; their chief magiſtrate had already that ex. 
tent of juriſdiction, but his authority having been often found 
inſufficient for the preſervation of the public peace, it was found 
neceſſary to give to other magiſtrates of the city the ſame ex- 
tent of juriſdiftion, and to ſupport all the magiſtrates of the 
city by a regular police, which had been long the general wih, 
"Chis was not a violation of the conſtitution, but an infuſion of 
new life and vigour into it. Gentlemen had meationed the ſhame. 
ful outrages which had of late years inſulted both Houſes of par. 
liament, and diſgraced the metropolis z he tecollected many fini. 
lat inſtances from the yet 1753. He ſaid it was not unuſual for 
the legiſlature to interfere for the preſervation of peace and good 
order in the principal cities and towns of this kingdom ; that in 
the reign of Charles II. a law was made, impowering the Lord 
Lieutenant and Privy Counci! to make rules for the regulation of 
our principal corporations. By one of thote, no magiſtrate can ad 
until approved of by the chief governor and council ; and that the 
corporation of Dublin was within this proviſion. He took notice 
of another inſtance in the town of Galway, where the Lord Chan- 
cellor, by an act made ſoon after the acceſſion of King George |, 
is impowered to make four magiſtrates of that corporation during 
his Majeſty's pleaſure. The motives then were diiferent, but the 
neceſſity here is of a much ſtronger nature, and yet no new magi- 
ſtrate is made, The neceſſity was the inſufficiency of the civil 
power to preſerve the peace in Dublin, which had been oa fome 
very important occaſions acknowledged by ſome of its magiſtrates, 
He took notice that inſtead of debating on the merits of the bill, 
gentlemen had aiſcufſed the merits of the adminiſtration ; and be- 
cauſe they thought proper to ſay they diſapproved of the latter, 
plainly avowed their reſolution to condemn the former. He 
ſhould therefore vote for the committal, becauſe he approved ot 
the hill, and not becauſe he approved of the adminiſtration, how- 
ever highly he may eſteem it, who would never riſque their high 
profeſional characters by laying before the Houſe an unconſtitu- 
tional bill. | 

He concluded with obſerving, that the bill came before them 
under the ſanction of the great legal authorities, which he thought 
ought to be a ſtrong inducement to the Houſe to conſider this bill 
in a committee, 


Mr. WarpuURrToON ſaid he was a friend to the principle of the 
bill; it would have prevented much miſchief if ſooner adopted. 


Mr. MonTcomzny (of Donegal) —I have very ſeldom voted 
witi the preſent miniſter—1I believe this will be but the ſecond 
time — but the bill is to founded in good tenſe, in good govetu- 


overt» 
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ment, and is fo abſolutely neceſſary, that really I cannot vote 
againft it. If there is any thing exceptionable, I truſt ic will bo 
remedied in the committee. 


Mr. De N Nis DAL. The principle of the bill being univerfal- 
lj admitted, I ſhould not have troubled the Houſe but for ſomething 
which has been ſaid, and which I think demands to be explained. 
Firſt, it is ſaid, that the chartered rights cf the city ought in no 
caſe to be infringed. —In all charters there is a reciprocal duty that 
they ſhould anſwer the purpoles for which they were granted, fo 
Jong as they were ſuffered to remain inviolate; when they ceaſe 
to anſwer that purpoſe, it would be abſurd, often miſchievous, to 
continue them. Now is there one in Ireland, one in England, 
one in the empire, but knows that the charter cf the city cf Dub- 
lin has not anſwered the purpoſe for which it was granted—of 
protecting the perſons and properties of the citizens the faQts are 
too notorious and too dilgracetul, 

The ſecond objection was, that if you do not delay this bill you 
will make an uproar. I ſay the contrary. If you do delay it, 
you will make an uproar, for there are too many perſons in this 
kingdom who feel themſelves intereſted to prevent the eſtabliſh- 
ment of a good police, and they have influence enough to get pe- 
titions againſt it; I am therefore for committing the bill for a ſhore 
Gay, for as it is a bill to ſtrengthen the hands of government for 
the public benefit, and as I am convinced that the ſafety of every 
man's life and property in Ireland depends at this moment upon 
the hands of government being ſtrengthened, I would loſe no 
time in paſſing the bill. 


Mr. Foxres ſaid he had not intended to have troubled the 
Houſe this night, but for an expreſſion that fell from a right ho- 
nourable friend of his [Mr. Daly] and every thing that fell from 
that gentleman, always carried with it no ſmall imprefſion. The 
Tight honourable gentleman had ſaid, that it was abſolutely neceſ- 
ſary to ſtrengthen the hands of government, and that we ſhould 
have a ſtrong executive government; but ſurely the hands of go- 
vernment are not to be ſtrengthened at the expence of the con- 
ſtitution, Another gentleman on the floor [Mr. Moore] had ſaid 
that unanimity was neceſſary in this meaſure; in this he perfectly 
agreed with the honourable gentleman; but he ſubmitted to the 
Houſe, was it decent to hurry a bill of ſuch magnitude as the 
preſent, at a time when ſome of the moſt reſpeQable characters of 
the Houſe were attending their duty at the aſſizes. Would it not 
be diſteſpectful in the higheſt _— to theſe gentlemen ? Some 
gentlemen had ſcouted the idea of members of parliament negleQ- 
ng their parliamentary attendance, and preferring their buſineſs at 
the aſſizes: This was an unfounded argument; furely ſuch an 
idea could not proceed from ignorance! Who ſhould attend at 
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aſſizes but gentlemen reſpeQable for their fortune and character, 
to add dignity to the repreſentatives of Majeſty, and to give ſup. 
port and efficacy to the laws? — He aſked, where was the neceſ- 
fity for haſtening this bill? He declared for his part, if gentlemen 
on the ſide of adminiſtration conſented to poſtpone this bill to the 
firit of May, he ſhould have no objection to its being committed; 
at the ſame time he could aſſure the Houſe, that he was as anxious 
as any gentleman poiſibly could be, for an end of the ſeſſion, 
being perfectly confident that this nation would never derive any 
benefit whilit the right honourable. gentleman on the floor waz 
the oſtenſible miniſter of this country. 

In regard to the bill that is the preſent ſubject of debate, he 
had compared it with the one that had been introduced into the 
Britiſb Houte of Commons laſt ſeſſion of parliament by the At- 
torney General of England, and which was fo reprobated, not 
only by the whole kingdom, but alio by the whole Houfe of 
Commons, that the introducer was fo aſhamed of it that, under a 
3 of iome flaw in the bill, he was glad to withdraw it.— 

ere Mr. Forbes deſcribed the general outlines of the bill, and 
firſt, as to government wanting to make additional creatures of 
the aldermanic board, he did not think that any way necetlary, 
for no inſtance could be adduced of any preceding board of alder- 
men being ſo attached to adminiſtration as the preſent. He de- 
clared himſelf a friend to a well digeſted police bill, but gentlemen 
confounded the principle of the preſent bill with its object, and 
the objects of the bill are notorioully to make the majority of the 
board of aldermen penſioners, during pleaſure. He aſked what 
would become of the remainder of the magiſtrates, who were not 
to be provided for. It will, ſaid he, be degrading the fituation 
of that once reſpectable office ſo low, that no man of any pint 
will be found to accept of it. Gentlemen muſt admic that this 
bill veſts the commiſſioners, and thoſe acting under them, with 
the moſt extraordinary powers, and the degree of reſponſibility is 
by no means proportioned to thoſe powers; it gives every ſecurity 
to the magiſtrates, but none to the people; every precaution is 
taken to guard the magiſtrate, but no precaution whatever is taken 
for the ſubject. As to that part of the bill that gives a power to 
petit conſtables, to make petſons they meet in the night give a 
good account of thenifelves, he was glad the bill was not in force 
the other night, for if it was, ſeveral gentleman leaving this 
Houſe might find themſelves in a diſagreeable dilemma, not being 
able perhaps to give a good account of themſclves, He concluded 
his ſpeech with laying that he ſhould reſerve himſelf for another 
occaſion, and if gentiemen on the fide of adminiſtration did not 
content to poſtpone the bill to the firſt of May, he ſbogld oppoſe 
it in every ſtage z at the ſame time he declared he Was ready to, 
alliſt in framing a bill fer regulating the police of the city, Let 
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the magiſtrates of Dublin, ſaid he, form a plan, and if they wan 
the aid of an act, let them apply to parliament. 


Mr. Moore ſaid, when he recommended unanimity he was 
not ſo fooliſh, or ſo little acquainted with the dilcordant particles 
which compoſed the Houſe of Commons, to imagine that unani- 
mity to the bill in all its detail could be had; he only withed 


unanimity as to the principle, and that being obtained, he was 
x {atished. 

/ The queſtion being put on committing the bill, it was carried 
e without a diviſion. | 

e The Ar TORNEY GENERAL then moved that the bill be com- 
e mitted on Saturday next. 


Mr. Gear TAN. -I truſt my right honourable friend will excuſe 
me, ſhould I animadvert on a bill drawn by him which contains 


at matter of ſuch extraordinary magnitude as, in my opinion, requires 
: tle apology for inveſtigating their merits, It is impotfible I can, 
oy therefore, ſpeak deciſively on a ſubject which I have been denied 
id time to ſtudy z and I bope, if in ſtating ſome of the principles of 


it I ſtould fall into any thing deſultory, that I will experience 
Jy the indul gence of the Houle, 


My motive for entering at this period into any inveſtigation of 


le- me ſubje&, is to prepare gentlemen for what they have to en- 
1 counter; and as the ſubject has, indeed, with uncommon inde- 
nd cency, been hurried through the Houſe, I think my humble abi- 
- lies are never better employed than when J am expoſing the fal- 
a 


lacy and deceit conſpicuous in every part of a bill the moſt ob- 
noxious and alarming that ever, perhaps, arreſted the attention of 
an Iriſh ſenate. The great arguments, in my opinion, in favour of 
this bill, are not only weak, futile and abturd, but they confute 
what the advocates of the bill would wiſh to ſupport—the neceſ- 
ſity of carrying the matter into immediate execution,—Why ſo? 
Becauſe of the diſturbances in the country and this city, No 
man perhaps regrets theſe citcumſtances more than I do; but J 
caunot coincide with gentlemen, who ſay they are forced to ap- 
Py any thing rather than ſuffer theſe outrages to go on fut- 

r. 
H any perſon has a right to rail againſt the proceedings which 
have formerly happened, I am he; L had particular knowledge of 
the diſturbance of them days; and I found, iu conſequence of a 
letter I had written to the Lord Mayor, that he was competent to 
quell the miſguided tumult, and protect my perſon ; were it even 
not the caſe, I ſolemnly declare that, as an individual, I would 
INher fall the victim of infatuation, than to be the oc caſion of de- 
toying the libetty of my country, 

| would aſk gentlemen if they think it right to infringe charters 
to prelerve the police of the city? An infringement undeniable as 
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unneceſſary ; ſince you take the power out of the hands of ths 
Lord Mayor, whoſe power is certainly ſufficient to preſerve. order 
and regularity, to place it in the hands of a banditti, in whom tle 
people can have no faith: What a lame, what a ridiculous pre- 
text, to ſay the diſturbances that have happened years fince will 
warrant ſo unconſtitutional a proceeding. If gentlemen look into 
the cauſe of theſe riots, they will find it not to be attriouted to 
the giddy minds of the populace, as | am well founded in my be- 
lief that theſe unfortunate men were the objeN3 of deluſion. But 
I would aſk what are our riots compared to thoſe of London ? Ny. 
thing; and yet we hear of no police bill there of ſuch a nature zz 
this before the Rouſe. 1 own outrages in a free country laments 
ble; but what we have experienced is not ſuſſicient to give ſanc- 
tion to a law the moſt infamous that ever dated to face a tree per- 
liament. 

This police bill does nothing—it is wiſely brought in to corre 
abuſes, which have happened, and which are nov obliterated from 
our memory: What feaſible ſcheme then for bringing in a bill for 
the improvement of the police of Dublin, at a period diſtinguiſhed 
for being peaccable ? Throw off the mak and declare the real in- 
tent of this bill—a bill of patronage, and not of police. — What 
doesit do? Why truly it gives penſions to the aldermen of Dub- 
lin, to reduce to a ſtate of tranquillity the county of Cork, 

From this bill we learn that there are to be a numerous ellabliſh- 
ment of places. If theſe are elizible for members of parliament, l 
call on you to conſider your independency. I know ſome of the 
ſalaries may be ſmall ; but miniſterial favours vegetate in the ſun- 
thine of a court, and grow into conſequence, as the miniſter te- 
quires the ſupport of venality to puſh a favourite or obnoxious 
meaſure. 

On the other hand, if a diminution of ſalaries may be thought 
requiſite, theſe commiſſioners and their armed tribe may make 

emſelves members of parliament, and ſet up a little common- 
wealth of their own, to the great diſappointment of thole who 
have veſted them with extenſive and unconſtitutiona? powers. It 
will operate well in an azgregate or magiſterial capacity for admi- 
nitration to have a number of men at their beck. Perhaps govern» 
ment may have occaſion for them. The great alarm that has been 
ſounded in reſpect to the police of this city, does not proceed 
from the want of ſalutary laws z it proceeds from the want of put- 
ting theſe laws into execution. Let us fee how do you ſupp'y 
that want; why, by giving penſions to magiſtrates who in 
time may grow into the Conſequence of members of parliament, 

and make up for their deficiency of conduct in a magiſterial capt 
City, by giving their vote to their honoured patron, I do not 14 
but ſuch a vote may be of ſervice to a miniiter 3 but this much! 
can with ſafety pronounce, thit it wil! not be an honeſt one. Il 
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obje tion to the aldermen of this city has often been that they have 
been too courtly; to remedy which evil the ſagacious framers of 
this bill intend to make them the dependents of the crown. Thus 
the treating the corporation of the board of aldermen to penſions 
will be inducive to their ſupport of their laws—their feelings will 
keep in unifon to the dictates of their patron, and their gratitude, 
when he pleaſes to command, will be kindly obeyed, When! 
mentioned patronage I was ſmiled at by the gentlemen on the other 
fide of the Houſe, I confeſs I ſee no reaſon why we ſhould in- 
dulge in merriment when the money of the public is on the verge 


23 of being proſtituted to the vileſt purpoſes. —Thus the magiſtrates 
ta- become the creatures of a miniſter, I would adviſe him to parcel 
ICs them out certain portions of the city, and let them receive a daily 
ar- pay. If they muſt receive ſalaries, let the patronage not be in the 


hands of the crown, The law alſo determines you are to have 
re conſtables, &c, to be conſtantly kept up. The appellation of 


om magiſtrates, commiſſioners, and conſtables, are applied to cover 
lor and diſguiſe the intent of embodying this armed banditti. Surely 
hed it is not giving an army a name that cauſes them to loſe their na- 
in- ture —No, Sir, this is poſitively an army in the ſtate, and the miſ- 
hat zpplication of a phraſe cannot remove the idea, that it approackes 
ub- too near an arbitrary government to have an armed rabble under 


the influence of the crown. The name of this army may be ſof- 
tened by calling it a militia, but certainly it differs widely from 
2 militia, which is qualified by regular diſcipline to protect the 
country in time of war; but the army in negotiation has no qua- 
likcation, fave only being the aſſaſſins of liberty, feeding on the 
vitals of the conſtitution, and penſioners of the ſtate. 

The common men of a regular militia live in time of peace by 
their labour and induſtry; the officers by their lands. Now fee 
the difference : On the reverſe we are to have a mercenary army, 
paid by the miniſter, and differing only from the military becauſe 
they will come to thoſe meetings from which the foldiery with be- 
coming decency would retire. You knew the indignation of the 
Houſe would be rouſed had you avowed the principles of your tu- 
multuary army, your mercenary army, your miniſterial army, 
hich you have tucked into your bill like Bayes's army in diſguiſc. 

Now, Sir, I am far from thinking that charters are to be de- 
ſtroyed, either for the caprice of a miniſter or the good of the po- 
ice. I ſee in too many inſtances the influence of the court ex- 
tended to the entrenching the charter of this city. I would aſk 
what has made the right honourable member [Mr. Orde] oppoſite 
me a miniſter, but the violation of a charter ? I theretore muſt 
laugh at the man who ſupports the charter of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, and thinks the ancient charter of Dublin, granted in the 
telgn of King John, not worth his attention. 

You now, Sir, introduce a bill for the purpoſe of debauching 
let magiſtrates, and dragooning the ſubject. You are not content 
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with taking from them the paving board, &c. but you think the 
miſchief is not complete if their charter does not fall a ſacrifice (6 
your defires. The deſtruQion of their charter is evidently in con- 
templation from the power which this bill gives the Lord Lieute- 
nant to appoint coubty juſtices to co-operate with thole of the 
city. If you admit other magiſtrates to participate of the privileps 
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of the magiſtrates of this city, it is a certain violation o Charter, 
and in ſuch a caſe I ſhould be glad to know what will become cf 
the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs? Ars they to remain mere cyphers, a 
badge of violated charter, or a memento of the virtue of the pre- 
ſent glorious adminiſtration ? 

So much for the bill. [Read a clauſe.) In this clauſe you 
enable the conſtable, under a warrant of information, to brea 
into any houſe he pleates. Will gentlemen ſay chis is a pteſetra- 
tion of the police ? Here let me mention that part of che bil 
which mentions that no action of treſpais is to lie againk any vo- 
lation committed under this act. No modification whatever can 
reconcile me to the patronizing that clauſe, tor the warrant of the 
commiſſioners to a petty conſtable in this army, is more ſacred aud 
gives more power than if he was aCting under a warrant of the 
court of King's Bench; and is it wiſe or prudent to give ſuch 
power to ſuch nefarious miſcreants z and by the clauſe no appei 
is to lie but from one penſioner to another, I call this a bil 
of power—a bill of patronage more, much more than a bill of po- 
lice—Though it may paſs now, the people will not bend to it; 
they will unanimouſly call for a repeal of this law); it is ſuch | 
pronounce as cannot be reconciled to the conſtitution of a free 
country. Do not, I beſcech you, precipitate this meaſure, |[ 
have no object for preſuming to give this advice but the public 
good ; for it the people are againſt it, it will cauſe infinite trouble, 
The right honourable gentleman on the floor {ſeemed to ſcoff at tit 
idea of iny introducing a bill that would ſerve the police without 
violating the conſtitution ; the talk I am far from thinking a difn- 
cult one; but I confeſs if 1 was to blend patronage with police, f 
is not an eaſy talk to accompliſh ; I, therefore, in the name of the 
people, call on the advocates for this alarming bill, to let it have 
the preſence of a full parliament, and let, if poſſible, the approb:- 
tion of your country, and the final deciſion of this bill go band in 
hand. | therefore now move you that this bill be committed tat 
the firſt day of May next, 


Mr. Bus uE ſpoke in favour of the ſpeedy committal of the bil 


Mr. MicnaEL Suiru concluded the debate by ſaying he did 
not ſee the bill till late that day. He thought the object as held 
out by the bill a good one; but, ſaid he, if it goes to the injury 
of the conſtitution, let its object be what it may, it ſhould be 
ſcouted from the preſence of parliament with every degradation. 


ed cal 
Vo 
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I muſt alſo expreſs my wiſhes that the matter may be deliberated 


1 upon. I ſhall hearken coolly to the arguments adduced in favour 

Ss of the meaſure, and if any thing objectionable occurs, it may be 

= remedied, —He ſaid, from the features of the bill, he confeſſed he 

tha had not the moſt partial opinion of ics merits z and would for the 

on preſent not enter into further inveſtigation, but reſerve himſelf for 

bd that opportunity when the bill was in committee; and he hoped 

. of that the time aſked for by the motion made by the right honourable 

4 gentleman, would be conſented to. 

pre- On the queſtion being put, that the bill be committed on the 
firſt day of May next, the Houſe divided, when the numbers 

you were, 

nar: Ayes = = 37 Noes - = 139 

bil Sir Henxy Har TSTONGE ſaid, in order to get as long as poſe 

Nag ſivle for the conſideration of the bill, he hoped that adminiſtration 

* would now indulge him, as he had for once voted with them, and 

w agree to the committing of the bill for Monday next. He there- 

Irs fore moved accordingly, 

ſuch This was oppoſed by Mr. Maſon, on the ground that no time 

ppeal vas to be loſt in going through the bill; and though the Houſe 

a bill was very full this night, ſeveral gentlemen might leave town be- 

if po- fore then. 

to it; The queſtion was put on Sir Henry Hartſtonge's motion, and 

uch | ived without a diviſ : 

* negatived without a diviſion. 

i 1 The queſtion was then put that the bill be committed on Satur- 

public day next, and carried without a diviſion, 

ouble. 

at the — — ————_— 

ithout : 

a diff TarunsDay, Marcu 23, 1786. 

= g The Houſe proceeded to take into conſideration the amendment 

0 o made by the Lords in an engroſſed bill, entitled an act for veſting 

it 5 the reſidue of the real and perſonal eſtate of Jane Bonnell, other- 

gu! „Lie Conyngham, widow, deceaſed, in truſtees, for the purpoſes * 

_ by mentioned in her will and codicil. 

l 

The ATTorney GeneraAL faid, after the fair and candid 

5e til conduct of his right honourable friend, [Mr. Burton Conyngham] 


who had been the original promoter of the bill now before the 
7 he Gd Houſe, he did not think it was poſſible for any perſon to take ex- 
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48 heid Ceptions to the meaſure z much leſs that any one ſhould, ſheltering 
e injur} bimſelf in his ſituation, dare to utter the moſt groſs and unfound- 
ould be ed calumny ; the moſt illiberal = vulgar abuſe that ever had fal- 


-adation. 
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len from the tongue of man; not only againſt the right honourable 
gentleman in-queſtion, but againſt the whole Houſe of Commons, i 
v ho had coincided in the bill. 

His right honourable friend, he ſaid, finding that a ſum from 


five to ſix thouſand pounds was lying in the hands of the officer of ha 
the Court of Exchequer, in order that it might be employed con- kn 
ſonant to the will of Mrs. Bonnell, drew up a bill for the purpoſe the 
of appointing truſtees; the bill he ſubmitted to the Lord Chancel. tae 
lor, the Archbiſhop of Dublin, and himſelf [the Attorney Gene. lur 
ral]; afterwards it was introduced into the Houſe of Commons, tor 
_ While it was in the Houſe of Commons, a certain young gentle. | 
man in orders printed a falſe and moſt exaggerated account of it; for 
he-hoped it was through ignorance, which was the only excuſe ſibl 
that could prevent his moving to have him laid by the heels. But, tert 
ſiaid he, ſome perſons were determined not to let their malice ref to 
here, for when the bill went to another place, the moſt falſe, illi- kno 
beral, ungentlemanlike, and unmerited calumny was thrown out ed 
againſt the right honourable gentleman already alluded to, and wha 
azainſt this Houſe, by one whoſe ſituation certainly exempts hin mitt 
| from the puniſhment of the ducking-ſtool, or any other chaſtiſe. exc] 
ment uſually inffi ded on ſcolds or calummators, but whom I ſhall ſeen 
find a means of _— to treat with good manners the gentlemen were 
of the country which feeds him. in tb 
The amendments made by the Lords were then read. 1 
When that amendment was read which makes all the biſhop! WM the! 
truſtees, the Attorney General propoſed to amend it with thele WW utter 
words, the Right Reverend John Law, Biſhop of Clonfer, WW won! 
only excepted.” not a 
Sir Francis HUTCHINSON Expreſſed his concern at heating who! 
that 'the zeal of a very worthy and reſpectable prelate had carried Mr 
him to any expreſſions refleQing on a member of that Houſe, v⁰ , yhict 
bad ſo much promoted the public good, and who was ſo generally WM nent 
teſpected. But he hoped allowance would be made for what the 
warmth of debate might have led him into, on a ſubject in whic Sir! 
he conceived his own order and the public were much intereſtet I Vith t 
He was confident that thoſe who knew him beſt muſt have the Perbar 
ſtrongeſt conviction of his un benevolence. That whatev BW Mr. 
reſpectability any man could claim from deſcent, he might, as bi right | 
father was one of the moſt venerable prelates of our ſiſter be had 
kingdom, and had been for above fifty years as an author on te pwprie 


molt ſublime and the moſt important ſubjeQs, one of the brightel WM to lay 
ornaments of his country that this century had produced. dd not 

The ſon, he ſaid, had been canſplanced into this kingdom ; 208 Houſe + 
he did not believe it contained any native who more ſincere!) Wough! 
w:ihed to promote its welfare, or would be more active in purlulWppoine 
of it. Az to 
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le He therefore hoped the right honourable gentleman would with- 
5, draw his motion. 


Mr. BoxTon ConYNGHAm faid he was not diſpleaſed at what 
of had happened in another Houſe, as it gave him an opportuaity of 
5 knowing the very favourable opinion which the noble members of 
that Houſe, and alſo his moſt honoured friends, the members of 


— the Houſe of Commons, entertained of him; and as to the ca- 
= lumny that had been uttered againſt him by a ſingle perſon, he felt 
r for it the moſt fovereign contempt, 

tle- Mr. Bux cu (of Oldtown) ſaid he entertained as much reſpect 
it; for the right honourable member who ſpoke laſt as any perſon poſ- 
cule ſibly could for another; he would not attempt to defend the groſs 
But, terms that had been uſed againſt him, but he would boldly venture 
reſt to aſſert that they did not ariſe from malevolence. From his own 
hs knowledge, and the high degree of eſteem in which the prelate allud- 
1 Out ed was held by the firſt and beſt men in England, he was certain that 
and what he ſaid could ariſe from no unworthy motive—it was from a 


; him mittaken zeal to do right no man poſſeſſed a better heart; but the 
ſtiſe- excluding of the biſhops, and veſting the eſtate in other truſtees, 
(hall ſeemed to him a monopoly, and here the widows of clergymen 
emen WW were the objects of the bequeſt, it was natural for a biſhop, warm 
in the cauſe of humanity, to think himſelf inſulted by being ex- 
cluded from a power of promoting their welfare, 
: He faid he alſo thought that it would be unworthy the dignity of 
iſbop! Bi the Houſe to ſtigmatize a gentleman by name, for indiſcreet words 
 thele uttered in the warmth of debate; he was = certain the Houſe 
fer, WI wonld repent of it when too late—when they found that there was 
not a worthier, more eſtimable man in England than the gentleman 
eating I who had unfortunately excited ſuch indignation, 


carried Mr. Coo rx faid he roſe tofmaintain the dignity of the Houſe, 
„ e which had been inſulted ; ſuch foul calumny called for the reſent- 
nerall! BY ment of every man. 


which Sir FAN IS HuT2HINSON excuſed the reverend prelate, who 
with too much zeal and ardour for what he thought was right, had 
perhaps uſed expreſſions not ſtrictly parliamentary. 


Mr. Gx1rF1TH ſaid it was well known that the character of the 
right honourable gentleman ſtood in no need of vindication, and 
he had great doubts whether the method propoſed was founded in 
propriety. He thought every member of either Houſe had a right 
to ſay what be pleaſed—[ Houſe; no, no, no.]—provided he 
did not treſpaſs upon the order of his Houſe; if he did, the 
Houſe was to call him to order. At all events, if the Commons 
ought themſelves inſulted, the proper mode of redre(s was by 
pointing a committee to enquire into the inſult. 

as to the reverend prelate, _ ſimple, open, honeſt character, 
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the goodneſs of his heart, and the reſpect due to his family and 
connections, ſhould ſhield him from ſuch reproach, eſpecially a5 
the right honourable gentleman offended muſt feel his own weight 
= worth too forcibly to think ſuch a mark of reſentment neceſ- 
ary. 


Sir HENRY HarTSTONGE faid no man could entertain an 
higher opinion than he did of the right honourable gentleman who 
had been ſo unreaſonably and unjuſty attacked; but as the pre. 
= had already got a pretty good dreſſing, he was for letting him 
off. | 


The CHaNncELLOR of THE ExcHeqQUer,—Nothing can be 
more diſagreeable to me than animadverſions on any man in public 
or private, but where a perſon, ſheltering himſelf in another Houle, 
attacks the honour and reputation of a member of this, and in ſuch 
2 way that the member cannot defend himſelf, the member 1s en- 
titled to our protection and ſupport, —If what the reverend prelate 
taid was upon miſconception, it would be honourable in him to 
avow it, and make a proper apology z but whether he does or not, 
I know my right honourable triend too well to ſuppoſe he willtake 
any further notice, fatisfied as he muſt be in the conſciouſnels of 
his own integrity, and in the honourable teſtimony which this 
Houſe has borne of him. ? 


Mr. CuARLES O' Ne IL ſaid he did not like the idea of legiſa- 
tive teſentment; what would future ages ſuppoſe when they ſaw 
the name of a particular biſhop excepted in a corporation inſtituted 
to diſpenſe a charity? They muſt ſuppoſe he had been guilty of 
ſactilege, or ſome other horrid crime. 


Mr. BuxToxn ConyNGuam, after very grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the Houſe, propoſed that the Attorney General ſhould 
withdraw the motion. 


The Ar Tron NEY GeneraAL,—Since it is the deſire of the rigit 
honourable gentleman, I will, with leave of the Houſe, withdraw 
the motion; but in ſo doing, I hope Iwill not be deemed to have 
acquieſced in the moſt abominable abuſe that, under the maſque of 
public good, was ever uttered to gratify malevolence. What has 
now paſſed will, J hope, be a leſſon to all who may be inclined to 
follow ſo bad an example. 


Mr. GaxDinex faid he had known the right reverend prelate 
alluded to at Cambridge z they were of the ſame years ſtanding in 
that univerſity, where he had the character of the greateſt learning 
and moſt fimple manners. He. was certain that he was incapable 
of any malevolent intention, and he was alſo certain that the right 
honourable gentleman's character was too elevated to be injure 
by malevolence. 


4 The Srraken roſe, and ſaid, nothing which concerned him 
1 ſelf merely could induce him to give the Houſe the ſmalleſt trou” 
ke ble, but his regard tothe privileges of the Houſe obliged him to take 
77 notice of a groſs miſrepreſentation which had been made of the ſpeech 


that it had been his duty to make at the bar of the Houſe of Lords 
when he preſented the money bills, and which the Commons had 
* honoured him ſo far as to deem it worthy to be printed on their 


ho Journals. The ſpeech attributed to him, in the miſrepreſentation, 
ſe» bore not, he ſaid, the leaſt hkeneſs or ſimilitude, in word or ſentiment, 
= to that which he had delivered; and the crime of ſuch miſtepreſen- 


tation he thought much aggravated by the circumſtance of the true 
be ſpeech being in print, to which the perſons offending might have 
lic referred. In looking over the precedents, he found that on for- 
lle, mer occaſions, ſimilar to the preſent, the Speaker had laid the 
uch papets on the table. | 
en- He then laid them on the table. 


The CLtxx then read from the Volunteers Journal of the a ad 
of this month, and alſo from the Dublin Journal of the 24d, 4 
publication purporting to be the ſpeech of the right honourable 

abe the Speaker, made on the 2 iſt at the bar of the Houſe of Lords, 


this The ATToRNyy GENERAL,—As the papers are ſuffered to 

publiſh the proceedings of parliament, it is extremely neceſſary 
they ſhould be obliged to ſpeak the truth, eſpecially of you, Sir, 
la whoſe ſpeech is of ſo much importance. I will therefore move, 
that the publications juſt now read are wilful and groſs miſrepre- 
ſentations of fact, tending to deceive the public, and are daring 
and groſs violations of the privileges of this Houſe, 


The Cy aNCELLOK OF THEEXCHeEQUER.— The offence com- 
nitted by the printers of the papers juſt now read, is much great- 
er than the miſrepreſentation of any ordinary ſpeech, as nothing 
bas more frequently redounded to the honour of parliament, and 
the benefit of the nation, than the ſpeech of the Speaker at the bar 
of the Lords,—I fecond the right honourable gentleman's mo- 
uon. 

Sir Jon BLAG yI ERF. The miſrepreſentation has impreſſed 
eyery gentleman who has heard it moſt ſtrongly with reſentment z 
but as to the ſpecific motion before us, I think there is no necellity 
for ſetting out with an aſſertion, that the miſrepreſentation was 
wilfui, Perhaps when the men come to your bar they will ſay ig 
vas imbecility z perhaps they will humble themſelves, and, de- 
caring their ſorrow, intreat your forgiveneſs, 


The SecaeTArY OF STATE faid he agreed with Sir John 
Blaquiere, that in order to leave room for mercy the word wilful 
lould be left out. 
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The word was ſtruck out accordingly, and the queſtion being 
put upon the reſolution, it paſſed unanimouſly. 


An order was then made, that the Printers of the Volunteers 
and Dublin Journals do attend at the bar to-morrow. 


Mr. Jon x Wor rr ſaid he roſe to ſay a few words concerning 
the affairs of Mr. Brooke, of Proſperous. As repreſentative of 
the county in which Captain Brooke had eſtabliſhed his extenſive 
manufaQory, and as _ acquainted with the ſituation, value, 
and advantage of his works, he had thought it his duty to exert 
himſelf on the committee, and to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to 

revent ſo very great an object from being loſt to the public, 
— from ſome leading perſons differing with him in opini- 
on, he found that the bubineſ was not likely to come to an happy 
ifſue in his hands, and therefore he withdrew himſelf from it. 

He faid as to the eſtabliſhment of a manufactory at Proſperous, 
it was an undertaking of the very firſt importance to the nation, 
and he ſaw, if it fell, that multitudes of people muſt be turned 
looſe upon the public, to commit riots and depredations, or to 
emigrate to foreign countries, particularly to France, where a 
great cotton manufactory, under the patronage and protection of 
the King, was now eſtabliſhing, ſo that not only Ireland but the 
empire would ſuſtain an irreparable loſs if artificers were obliged 
to ſeek for an aſylum amongſt our rivals. A propoſal had come 
from government to abate 16,0001. of the debt due by Mr. Brooke, 
provided the remaining 16, oool. was forthwith paid, and ſecurity 

_- to carry on the manufacture. Ten thouſand had been of- 
ered, and the difference was the only point in queſtion, He 
did not preſume to ſay how far government ought to concede, but 
he hoped ſomething would be done to prevent the ruin of ſo great 
an undertaking z he therefore left the matter with them. He had 
doubts whether the manufgQory exiſted at that moment. 


Mr. OD. It is impoſſible for me not to riſe, being ſo ſtrong- 
ly alluded to, though this is the firſt time 1 ever thought that any 
one could ſuppoſe I was reſponſible to the country for the ſuccels 
of the undertaking at Proſperous. 

I never made any objection on the part of government to the 
demands made for that undertaking, but I objected on the part of 
the public, who had already a great debt due from it; and when 
it was propoſed that the public ſhould Ar that debt, | 
thought it behoved me, ſtanding in the ſituation I did, to enquire 
what had been done with the former grants of public money, be- 
Fore any new ones were made. 

It was ſtated, that Mr. Brooke's debts amounted to 757,000]. | 
thought it was odd that no mention was made of the time when 
theſe debts were incurred, or of the cauſes incurring them, there- 
fore when it was propoſed that the public ſhould relinquiſh the 
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whole of their debt, in order that Mr. Brooke might pay his pri- 
vate creditors, I own I thought it a little unreaſonable, and with- 
ed to examine the matter attentively. 

Gentlemen will remember that this Houſe granted in one ſum 
25,0001. to Mr. Brooke on ſecurities, to be paid back at a diſtant 
day. He received other aids, which were given without any bond; 
but in September, 1784, an application was made to government, 
ſtating, that the manuſactory would be totally ruined if not aided 
ſtill further. Government, to prevent the undertaking from ſinb- 
ing, ventured to advance 7o000l. more. 

Under theſe circumſtances the matter refted till the laſt ſeſſion, 
when Mr, Brooke again applied to parliament. He ſtated, 
that having given ſecurity to twice the amount of the ſums ber- 
rowed from the public, he found it impollible to raiſe money for 
my on his buſineſs, all his property being bound ; he there- 
fore defired that ſecurity, to the amount of his public debt only, 
might be accepted, and that his other ſecurity might be diſcharged. 
This the Houſe complied with, including the 70. which tum 
was made payable the November following. November ſoon 
came round, and then it was faid the manufacture could not ex- 
iſt without farther relief. I wention this, becauſe it has been ſaid 
that government gave Mr. Brooke room to hope for more aſſiſt- 
ance, which, though I think the manufacture of great national 
importance, and though I feel aa much for the individual as his 
conduct warrants, I think they would not be juſtifiable in doing 
without the approbation of this Houſe, I cannot tee why the 
public ſhould waive all claim to their whole debt due by Mr. 
Brooke, while his private creditors ſhould be paid at once a num- 
ber of debts not well underſtood. 

I conſidered Mr. Brovuke's affairs as come to a critisz that a 
compoſition with his creditors was neceſſary, and that the public 
was the principal creditor. I wiſhed to know what ſecurity could 
be given, that there ſhould be no hazard of the manufacture de- 
ing loft, and I was induced to think the public ought to be taken 
care of, by obſerving, that the greater part of Mr. Brooke's pri- 
vate debts were incurred after the laſt 50ool. lent by the public. 
His debt to the public is, g2,000l. to private perſons, 45,0001. 
half of which was — in the laſt twelve months, there- 
fore I thought it a little unreaſonable that his private credito:s 
ſhould be paid at once z the public, perhaps, never. 

Government, however, propoſed that if Mr. Brooke would 
pay back 16,0001, of the 32,000], he was indebted to the public, 
they would relinquiſh the remaining 16,0001. his private credi- 
tors doing as much, He would then have received greater pub- 
lie aid than any manuſacturer ever did in any country, and would 
luxe a clear, unembarraſſed capital of 18000!. to continue his trade. 

| have ſtated this matter as ſimply as potlible, and hope it will 
«quit me of the ſuppoſition of having intertered improperly ; 
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on the contrary, I think government has given pretty ſtrong proofs 
of a diſpoſition to promote the manufactures of this country, As 
to the matter being in my hands, it never was; yet I believe if any 
reaſonable propoſal is made, the Houſe will be ready to accept it. 


Mr. WoL ys ſaid he had not the moſt diſtant thought of refleQ. 
ing on government in their conduQ towards Mr. Brooke ; it had 
been moſt fair and honourable. He only lamented that ſome- 
thing could not be done to prevent the manufacture from ſinking, 
He acknowledged that government were the truſtees for the pub. 
lic, but ſo far as their duty to the public would permit, he hoped 
they would be mindful of the manufacture. He again aſſured the 
Houſe he had nointention of throwing an imputation upon any man, 


Mr. Oz oe ſaid he had no reaſon to doubt the ſincerity of the 
honourable gentleman's declarations; he believed he had aQed 
upon the pureſt and moſt honourable principles in the world, and 
thought the public were much obliged to him, 


Sir NicnoLas LawLess ſaid, that although he had not the 
pleaſure of knowing Mr. Brooke, yet from the character he had 
heard of him from fo many reſpectable gentlemen, he was impreſ- 
ſed with a real concern Ge his ſituation, That he was in the 
Houſe when Mr. Brooke obtained the grant of 25,0001. and was 
then of opinion, that with the beſt intentions he would not be 
able to make good his engagement of repaying that ſum, with the 
intereſt, from the profits of his undertaking, which opinion of his 
had been ſtrengthened by that of ſeveral gentlemen in the commer- 
cial line. He ſaid that much ſtreſs had been laid en this manu- 
factute, as a great national object, and ſo in truth it was; but Mr. 
Brooke was not the ſole manufacturer, other gentlemen had em- 
barked largely in it, from their own private fortune; and he re- 
queſted gentlemen would conſider the very great injuſtice of ſup- 

porting any one perſon from the national purſe, to underſell all 
others who had not a like ſupport. It was doing an injury to the 
nation, whoſe funds were dilipated, and hurting the induſtry and 
laudable efforts of other manufacturers, who carry on the buſineſs 
on their own bottom. Upon the whole he was of opinion, that 
the better mode was to diſpoſe of Mr. Brooke's effects to the belt 
advantage for the public and his private creditors. It was proba- 
ble ſome company might be found to embark in the undercaking 
with proper funds and knowledge of the manufacture; and this 
mode he thought had been hinted at by the right honourable gen- 
tleman who had ſupported the public intereſt in this buſineſs with 
much candour and ability; and as every one agreed that Mr. 
Brooke merited much of the nation, he withed that the affair 

might be conducted with every delicacy and regard to him, and 
that adminiſtration might think him deſerving of peeforment in a 
line in which he underſtood that Mr. Brooke had once made a con- 
ſpicuous and honourable figure, 
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s Mr. NE vIL Le urged the neceſſity of preſerving ſo great a ma- 
3 nufacture to the country. He ſpoke of Mr. Brooke as a gentle» 
y man of the moſt honourable mind, and hoped fome plan might be 
deviſed to compromiſe his debts, and keep the multitude of peo- 
A ple in employment. 


id Mr. Cox ſaid he was perfectly undecided in this buſineſs. 
- If where the public were concerned it was poſſible for him to have 
g. any private bias, it muſt be rather againſt Mr. Brooke, and in fa- 
he your of the manufacturers of Newry, but the general good of the 
ed nation was his object, and he thought that would be much pro- 


he moted if Mr. Brooke's manufacture could be ſupported, 


_ Mr. Denx1s DaLy faid he thought the conduct of govern= 
he ment towards Captain Brooke had been liberal, even in a repre- 
ed henſible degree ; it was their duty to protect the manufacture, 
nd but it was alſo their duty to protect the public money; and in 
offering to forego ſixteen thouſand pounds, he thought they went 
* to the utmoſt ftretch that could be warranted ; indeed it was a 
. ſtride that only could be excuſed by the intention of preſerv- 
af ing to the country a valuable manufacture. 
he Mr. Hayzs (of Donegal) ſaid, the Houfe ſhould not balance 
vas ſums of money merely, but ſhould compare the benefits which 


be Captain Brooke had derived to the nation with the aids he had re- 
the ceived z they ſhould enquire whether he was more benefited by a 


his rent of 1, 200l. a year, or the nation by having fix thouſand per- 
er- ſons employed. Parliament, it was true, had lent Mr. Brooke 
Us the repreſentation of wealth, but he bad returned it to the coun» 
Mt. ty in real wealth, by rendering it independent of another coun- 
m- ty in a moſt valuable branch of manufacture. 


Mr, Hewir ſaid, when he oppoſed the peticion of Mr. Brooke, 
” be did ſo becauſe it required that Mr. Brooke ſhould be enabled 
the to give twelve months credit, which he thought would be giv- 

ing him a very unreaſonable advantage over the other manufactu- 
rers of the country, who were left to ſtruggle for themſelves z 
at the ſame time, however, no man had more compaſſion for Mr. 
Brooke's ſituation, oi would go farther to give him any reaſonable 


ſupport. 


Mr. ANNeSLEY ſaid he wiſhed to ſee ſome plan adopted by 
which Mr, Brooke ſhould receive ſuch reaſonable ſupport as 
vould enable him to reap the fruits of his induſtry and enter- 


prize, 

The CHanceLLor of THE Excutquen faid it was his 
duty to bear witneſs to the diſpoſition which the right honourable 
gentleman [Mr. Orde] had ſhown to promote the manufactures of 
be kingdom; but in the preſent caſe it was impollible for him to 
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have acted in any other manner than as he had done, from the 
evidence that appeared. Ihe ſtatement of Mr. Brooke's affair 
was, that he was able to pay twenty ſhillings in the pound : He 
had offered on the part of the public to be content with ten, but 
whatever his inclination might be to relieve an amiable character, 
who was more unfortunate than to blame, he thought he would 
Not be warranted in granting the terms demanded, eſpecially as it 
— that the trade had been carried on ſo as to fink the ca- 
pital. | 


* * . ————— . — — 
— 


FaiDay, Marcu 24, 1786, 


The order of the day, that the printers and proprietors of the 
Volunteers Journal or iriſh Herald of the 22d of March inſtant, 
and the printers and proprietors of the Dublin Journal, of the 
23d of March inſtant, do attend the Houſe, being read, and the 
"Houſe being informed that Mr. James Dowling and Mr. Thomas 
Byrne attended according to order, Mr. James Dowling was called 
in, and the Volunteers Journal or Iriſh Herald of the 22d of March 
inſtant, which was yeſterday delivered in at the table, being 
ſhewn to him at the bar, he confeſſed that he was the printer of 
the ſaid paper, but that he never ſaw the paragraph which had 
given offence to the Houſe until it had been printed ; but that he 
meant no diſteſpect to the Houſe, and had offended inadvertently, 
and therefore threw himſelf on their mercy. 

He then was ordered to withdraw, and it was reſolved, that 
James Dowling having in the ſaid paper groſsly miſrepreſented the 
ſpeech of the Speaker of the Houſe, at the bar of the Houle of 
Lords, was guilty of a breach of privileges of the Houſe ; and 
it was ordered that James Dowling be called in and reprimanded 
by the Speaker for ſaid offence : And being brought to the bar, 
he _ reprimanded by the Speaker, and then diſcharged, paying 
his fees. 5 


Then Mr. Thomas Byrne being called in, and the Dublin out- 
nal of the 23d of March inſtant, which was alſo yeſterday deli- 
vered in at the table, being ſhewn to him at the bar, he confeſſed 
himſelf the joint proprietor of the ſaid paper; that he copied the 
paragraph which had given offence to the Houſe from the Volun- 
teers Journal; that he ſaw and acknowledged his error, and 
threw himſelf on the mercy of the Houſe. 
lie was then ordered to withdraw, and it was reſolved that 
Thomas Byrne having in the ſaid paper groſsly miſrepreſented the 
ſpeech of the Speaker of the Houſe, at the bar of the Houſe of 
Lords, was guilty of a breach of privileges of the Houle z and 
it was ordered, that Thomas Byrne be called in and reprimanded 
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by the Speaker for ſaid offence; and being brought to the bar, he 
vas reprimanded by the Speaker, and then diſcharged, paying 
his fees. 


Mr. Bovp ſaid that an honourable friend of his had been tra- 
daced in the Hibernian ſoutnal, which aſſerted that the Attot- 
ney Gencral had declared in the debate on the police bill, the 
other night, that on the 5th of April, 1784, Alderman Green, 
then Lord Mayor, and Mr. Smith, one of the then Sheriffs, had 
headed the mob into College- green. He therefore moved that the 
printers and proprietors of the Hibernian Journal or Chronicle of 
Liberty, attend at the bar to-morrow.,—Ocdered. 


Mr. DEN Is DaLy ſaid he had a petition to preſent from the 
Royal Iriſh Academy for circulating polite literature, &c. in this 
country. As an individual he would not pretend to judge on its 
merits, but he knew the inſtitution was extremely meritorious. 
All polite nations were intent on foſtering genius and encouraging 
ſcience. This was the firſt attempt of the kind in this country, 
and it merited protection. He then preſented 


A petition, of the Royal Iriſh Academy of ſcience, polite litera- 
ture and antiquities, ſigned by their preſident, ſetting forth, that 
the petitioners were embodied by royal charter in the year 1755, - 
for the encouragement of ſcience, polite literature and the ſtudy 
of antiquities z that the ends of their inſtitution are much obſtruc- 
ed from their inability to purchaſe a houſe neceſſary for their ac- 
commodation z that the petitioners underſtand that the houſe in 
Grafton-ſtreet, which has been in the poſſeſſion of the commiſſion- 
ers for carrying on an inland navigation, and has been commonly 
called the navigation-houſe, is ſoon likely to be in the diſpoſal of 
parliament z that the ſaid houſe appears to the petitioners, both 
from its conſtruction and ſituation, well adapted to the purpoſes of 
their ſociety ; and that if the fame ſhall be veſted in them they will 
1 y hold it on ſuch terms as to the Houſe ſhall appear rea- 
onable, 


Mr. CaARLESs O' NEIL moved for leave to introduce a clauſe 
in the police bill for the city of Dublin, to make forcible potlcſ- 
ons feiony under the act of parliament, if the offenders did not 
come in within a limited time,— Leave was given. 


Mr. Joux WoLFe faid that Captain Brooke's affairs were now 
ſo arranged as to gain approbation z and he hoped to ſee the buſi- 
nels of Proſperous go on as uſual. He gave notice that he would 
bring forward a motion on that ſubject on Tueſday next, which 
he expected would give general ſatisfaQion, 


Mr. Garry irn offered a petition from the company of undes- 
takers of the grand canal, with two reſolutions thercon- 24 
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TheCHanceLLok or THE Ech ſaid he wiſhed for 
a full Houſe, before a matter of ſuch importance was agitated, 


Sir EDpwARD Cor ro allo remarking on the thinneſs of the 
Houſe, the queſtion of adjournment was put and carried, 


The addreſs moved by Mr. Beresford, on Wedneſday laſt, was 


agreed to by the Houſe, and the blank filled up with the words, 
** fix thoutand pounds,” 


— — 


— 


SATURDAY, Makrcn 25, 1786. 


The following meſſage was received from his Grace the Lord 
Lieutenant by the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod: 


«© Mr. Speaker, 


IT is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.” 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend his 
Grace; and being returned, the Speaker reported that the Houſe 
had attended his Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, 
where his Grace was pleaſed to give the royal aſſent to the follow- 
ing bills: | 1225 

1. An act for granting to his Majeſty the duty therein mention- 
ed, to be paid to the truſtees of the Royal Exchange. 

2. An act for puniſhing mutiny and deſertion, and for the bet- 
ter payment of the army and their — within this kingdom. 

3. An act for facilitating the trade and intercourſe between this 
kingdom and the United States of America. 


The order of the day, that the printers and proprietors of the 
Hibernian Journal, or Chronicle of Liberty, of the 24th of March 
inſtant, do attend the Houſe, was read, and it was diſcharged, 
and they were ordered to attend the Houſe on Monday next; 


Sir HENRY HaxTSTONGE preſented a bill to prevent the ma- 
licious deſtruction of bridges, finger poſts and mile ſtones in this 
kingdon; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Joun Worr E preſented a bill for 7 the tolls and 
cuſtoms, the weigh-maſters and porters of the city of Dublin; 
which was received and read the firſt time. 


A petition of the freemen and freeholders of the city of Dublin, 
agreed on at a public meeting held purſuant to notice, at the Royal 
k.xchange, on Saturday the 25th of March, 1786, and ſigned by 
the high theriifs of the ſaid city, was preſented to the Houſe and 
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read, ſetting forth that the petitioners have beheld with the 
deepeſt concern a bill recently introduced into the Houſe, enti- 
ted A bill for the better execution of the law within the city of 
« Dublin, and certain parts adjacent thereto, and for quieting and 
protecting poſſeſſions within this kingdom, for the more expe- 
« ditious tranſportation of felons, for reviving, continuing and 
« amending certain ſtatutes therein mentioned, and for repealing 
« an act paſſed in the ſeventeenth and eighteenth. years of the 
« reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for improving the 
« police of the city of Dublin,” which manifeſtly tends to ſub- 
vert public liberty in the moſt eſſential points; that this bill, if 
paſſed into a law, would give a very great additional and moſt 
dingerous influence to the crown, in matters which intimately re- 
gard not only political freedom but the perſonal liberty and domeſ- 
rc quiet of individuals, an influence which every honelt Iriſhman 
feels to be at leaſt as extenſive as is conſiſtent with the ſafety of 
the conſtitution 3 that the commiſſioners of police and other magi- 
ſtrates to carry the purpoſes of this bill into execution, holding 
their places at the will of the miniſter, may become dangerous in- 
ſruments in his hands, wherewith to harrals all thoſe pertons with- 
in their juriſdiction who may conſtitutionally oppoſe any miuiſte- 
nal ſcheme, however ruinous to the intereſts of their country; that 
ſuch a law would be grievous in point of taxation in this kingdom, 
gready heavily opprefſed by its proviſions for burdenſome eſta- 
biſbments z the petitioners therefore do moſt earneſtly entreat the 
Houſe to entertain no longer a bill which muſt deſtroy the inde- 
pendence of the city, and reduce the firſt corporation of the king- 
dom under the influence of the miniſter; and do alſo pray that 
ney may be heard by themſelves or counſel againſt the faid 
b) 

Mr. BexesrorDd aid he ſhould have ſuppoſed if the corpora- 
tion of the city, in whom the excluſive right of magiſtracy and 
direction of the preſent police lay, had thought themſelves ag- 


prieved, they would have petitioned themſelves, and not have left 
the matter in Sl of the aggregate body. 


Mr. HaxTh ty replied, that whatever concerned the magi- 
ſtrates, or the corporation, concerned the freemen alſo, who made 
i large part of che corporation, who are the perſons who have the 
excluſive right to elect, and be elected magiſtrates a right which 
their charter granted them, and which they held extremely dear; 
beſides, he thought they had very good cauſe to be alarmed, when 
it was conſidered the influence which the bill gave the miniſter 


bver the magiitrates, - 


The ATTornNey GeNerAL, If any — was wanting 
to prove the neceſſity of the bill, it is the frequency ot theſe tu- 
nultuous aſſemblies, called aggregate meetings, aſſembled at the 
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inſtigation of perſons who, no doubt, are very inimical to the hill 
as it goes to reſtrain licentioutnets, and to teach thoſe worth y e 
ſtitutional citizens a due deference for the laws of their country, 
They behold with the deepeſt concern a police bill introduced 
doubt it not. If paſſed into a law, it will give great ad- 
ditional influence to the crown I doubt not they think it will 
prevent an oppoſition to the laws; that it will preſerve the public 
peace, and that there will be an end to that branch of police, the 
tarring and feathering committee. There will be an end to the 
worſhipful company of glats-blowers, a ſet of ruffians hired an 
= by-thoſe worchy conſtitutional gentlemen, to drag from hiz 
abitation any Citizen that refuſes to take ſuch illegal oaths a; 
they were pleaſed to adminiſter, or who is ſuſpected of a due 
regard to the laws and government of the country; to drag free 
citizens to the Tenter- fields, and there to torment them with 
whipping and other marks of ignominy; and therefore ] doubt not 


that a plan for a tegular police has greatly alarmed the worthy | 


gentlemen who in general promote the calling of aggregate meet- 
ings, as it will put an end to that kind of oppoſition to the laws 
which they are always ready to give. | 

Ihe petitioners defire to be heard by themſelves or their coun- 
ſel—I own } would much rather hear themſelves, if I was only to 
conſider my private amuſement, as I think the conſtitutional docs 
trine I ſhould hear would amply compenſate my attention; but as 
to this Houſe, I have too much reſpect to conſent that it ſhould 
beimpeded in carrying on the national buſineſs, or that it ſhould 
grant that delay which is the manifeſt object of the worthy and 
conſtitutional leaders of the aggregate body. 


Mr. Foxzes ſaid that he was much ſurpriſed to hear the argu- 
ments advanced hy the right honourable gentleman | the Attorney 
General.] They appeared to him rather ſingular z the right ho- 
nourable member repreſented the petitioners as a ſet of tuch lawleſs 
perions, that he preſumed that the right honourable member in- 
tended to lay the theriffs who ſigned the petition, by the heels 
next term in the King's Bench; the right honourable member ob- 
jected that the corporation of Dublin bad not petitioned again 
the bill; perhaps that objeQion would be removed on Monday 
next, as there was to be a meeting of the members of the cotpo- 
ration on that day, to conſider the bill} The right honourable 
member had ſaid that all the inhabitants of Dublin might as well 
have petitioned as the freemen and frecholders of the city; if the 
right lionourable member wiſhed for another aggregate meeting, it 
could ſoon be eonvened. The right honourable member had 
animadverted ſeverely on the ſentiments and language of the pet!- 
tion ; but he would ſoon produce proof that others had exprelſed 
ſentiments and opinions on the principles of that bill in language 
more ſtrong, ſevere and decided than that of the preſent petitions 
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He faid he had in his hand a copy of the police bill introduced into 
the Houſe of Commons of England laſt ſeſſion, by the Solicitor Ge- 
neral z that the bill reſembled the Iriſh bill in all the eſſential parts; 
indeed the principal difference between the two bills was this: The 
Iriſh bill was more exceptionable. Gentlemen, continued he, may 
fay that the commiſſioners of police in the Engliſh bill were not 
to be aldermen of London; but there was a greater tenderneſs and 
reſpe&t ſhewn for the rights of the corporation of London, than 
for thoſe of Dublin, by the prefent bill; for by the Engliſh bill, 
no warrant of a juſtice of Middleſex or Surry could be executed 
in the city of London, unleſs endorſed by the lord mayor or an 
alderman, whereas by the prefent bill, the warrant of a juſtice of 
the county of Dublin could be executed in the city of Dublin 
without being backed or endorſed by a magiſtrate of the city.— 
This was an invaſion of the chartered rights of the corporation of 
Dublin. Having eſtabliſhed the ſimilarity between the police 
bill brought into the Engliſh Houſe laſt ſeſſion, and the preſent bill, 
he faid he would now ſhew the Houſe the ſentiments of the corpo- 
ration of London on the principles of that bill. He then read from 
the Engliſh votes the petition to the Houſe of Commons from the 
lord mayor and aldermen of London, againſt the police bill; in 
which they ſtated, that the principle of the bill was ſo unconſti- 


tutional, that it was mcapable of amendment or modification : 


that it was impoſſible to reconcile the Engliſh nation to the bill; 
and praying the Houſe to reject it, and prevent the people 
from being reduced under the ſcourge of ſuch a ſyſtem. He ſaid 
that after what he had ſtated, he ſhould treſpaſs on the patience of 
the Houſe were he to enter into any more argument, to prove 
the neceſſity of affording _— deſcription of men, who conſidet- 
ed that they might be affected by a bill of ſuch novelty and mag- 
nitude, an opportunity of being heard by counſel ; that from what 
he had ſtated, a meaſure of this ſort ought not to be adopted withs 
out the greateſt deliberation, He truſted that the Houſe would 
prove by their conduct this night, that they were as much attach- 
ed to the ſupport of their own dignity, to the preſervation of the 
rights of the firſt corporation in the kingdom, and the ſecurity of 
the liberties of the people, as the Houſe of Commons of England, 
or any other aſſembly whatſoever. He had a confidence in the 
members of the Houſe, that they, as well as the Engliſh Com- 
mons, would reſcue the people from the ſcourge of ſuch a ſyſtem; 
he truſted that the miniſter of Ireland, would in this inſtance imi- 
tate the adminiſtration of Great Britain, and withdraw this bill, 
u they did the police bill laſt ſeſſion, when they found the citizens 
of London ſo averſe to ity he ſhould at leaſt imitate Mr. Pitt, 
who, when at one ſtage of the buſineſs he was afked whether he 
intended to urge on a police bill, ſaid that he eertainly ſhould not 
bring any mealute on that ſubject forward till after he knew the 
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reſult of the meeting to be held in the county of Middleſex, re. 
ſpeQing a police bill. There was to be a meeting of the corpo- 
ration of the city, and of the freeholders of the county of Dublin 
on Monday next. He truſted adminiſtration would not urge 
this bill forward till the reſult of that meeting was known,— 
The petition from the corporation of London was not a meaſure 
of oppoſition ; for it was notorious that no miniſter for ſome years 
in England, polletſed the confidence and approbation of the cor. 
poration of London to a oe degree than Mr. Pitt did at that 
period; but the defects of the police bill were ſo obvious, and 
the conſequences of it ſo dangerous, that every perſonal conſider. 
ation was loft in the magnitude of the evil with which the people 
were threatened, —He {aid it was worthy of obſervation that mini. 
ſtry in the reign of Charles II. when they ſeiſed on the charter of 
the city of London, offered to reſtore it on condition that the ci- 
tizens would ſubmit to having the magiſtrates for the city of 
London appointed by the crown, and removeable at its pleaſure, 
The miniliry prevailed by corrupt influence on a majority of the 
members of that corporation to agree to this condition; but when 
they were required by the miniſter of that day to fign their 
names to a conſent to the effect ſtated, even they refuſed, and 
declared that they could not by ſubſcribing their names to ſuch 
an inſtrument, tranſmit to poſterity a record of ſuch an infamous 
and baſe dereliction of the rights of the citizens and corporation 
of London. | 


Mr. BROwWNILOw.—I am ſorry to ſee the petition of the reſpec- 
table and loyal city of Dublin treated with neglect. It appean 
by the ſigning of the ſheriffs that the aſſembly was legally con- 
vened; we are not to conſider the individuals which compoſed it, 
though I have reaſon to think they were both numerous and te- 
ſpectable. 

The abilities of a right honourable gentleman are capable of 
turning any thing into ridicule, but I cannot think that ridicule 
1s the teſt of truth. Let the petitioners come to your bar, either 
by themſelves or their counſel ;z let them ſtate their objections; 


this Houſe cannot be mifled by them if they are not founded in' 


reaſon, and if they are, the Houſe need not be aſhamed of being 
informed and ſet right. : 1 
We all agree that an improvement of the police of the city 1 
abſolutely neceſſary, but we may not all be able to agree to the 
particular clauſes; ſome of them perhaps are too ſtrong, as the 
city never was more quiet than, at preſent; and as the citizens 
conceive that they invade their charter, chey ought at leaſt to be 
heard on the ſubject. But the corporation of the city are not the 
only perſons concerned the bill extends its influence to every 
place within the circular road, a ſpace that from time to time 
contains almott every man of conſequence in the nation. 
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| think the bill degrades the chief magiſtrate; it makes him no 
po. more than a clerk of the market, whereas the power to the com- 
lin mittioners is enormous. 

rge A bill was propoſed early in this ſeſſion by a right honourable 
.— gentleman [Sir John Blaquiere.] whoſe attention to the happineſs 
ſure MW and convenience of the citizens has been very conſpicuous, 
ears That bill might have been carried into effect at the ſame expence 
cor- that is paid to ſupport an inſignificant watch; but that it ſeems 
that vas not ſufficient; it gave no patronage, it only provided for the 
and peace and ſafety of the citizens, 


der- The SoLIciToR GENERAL ſaid he deemed the importance of 
ople WI the bill a reaſon for going forthwith into an inveſtigation of it inthe 
um. committee, where gentlemen would have opportunity of rejecting 
er of N vhatever they did not approve, where the good or bad conſequen- 
e Cl- il ces of each clauſe might be debated, and thoſe parts only of the 
Wr til which proiniſed benefits to the public might be retained. An 


ure. bonourable gentleman, he obſerved, had quoted a petition from the 

f the city of London on a ſimilar occaſion z he ſuppoſed it had been juſt- 

=_ ly quoted, but even ſo, it did not apply to the preſent bill, which 
eit 


was moſt materially different from the Engliſh bill, —If the cor- 
and BY (oration of the city of Dublin had deemed itſelf injured, the cor- 
ſuch poration would have complained ; but the corporation had not 
mou? BY complained. 


ration f | 
Mr. Foxes ſaid the freemen's rights were invaded, and as a 
branch of the corporation, the gentleman's argument made againſt 
ſpec I tin. He ſat down with repeating, the Corporation would petition 
ppeam BY if they were allowed time. 


ſed in, The SoLIcittor GENERAL ſaid he doubted not that the ſame 


ad te: infuence which had obtained the petition now before the Houſe, 
would obtain one from the corporation; however, as the corpo- 

ble of Ml on was to conſider the bill on Monday, he was for debating it 
dicule WI in the mean time, that they might wer? underſtand what it con- 
either WM ̃uined.— He then went into a compariſon of the Englith and Iriſh 
tions; MI ls at length, to ſhew that nothing had been retained in the latter 
ded in bat could in the ſmalleſt degree prove 1njurious to the rights of 


cittzens 3 nothing to diminith the authority of the magiſtrates, but, 
che contrary, every thing was added that could extend and 
city is N ularge that authority or the public happineſs and ſecurity, 


to the W Sir Epwand NEWaNUHAMu.— The right honourable member 

as the who ſpoke laſt; dweils much on the corporation not having peti- 
citizens WMtiozed againſt it, I believe they could not ſooner have done it, 
ſt to be Wuneeable to the rules of their aſſembly; there muſt be three day a 
not the tice givenz as the bill was only printed on Wedneſday, ard 
o ever) Ney could not receive a requiſition until Thurſday z but the tigt 
to eine Vol., VI. Aa 


f being 
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honourable member ſeems to have certain information that no cor. 
porate petition will be preſented againſt it. That muſt ariſe from 
his knowledge that he and his ffriends have fixed a golden padloek 
to the mouths of the venerable aldermen. However, he hoped 
that the innate virtue of the citizen would prevail, and that a 
petition from the corporate body would appear on Monday, as there 
were ſeveral virtuous and truly teſpectable men in that body, 


Mr. GzxaTTan.,—The ſpeeches of ſome of the gentlemen of 
the other ſide of the Houſe are a lampoon upon the city. 
Who compoſed the meeting of the citizens this day aſſembled 
SR not, but this I do know, that we are not entitled to deſpiſe 
em. 
 Thecity of London petitioned againſt that very police bill fron 
whence this was taken—a bad bill, but better than this. The pe- 
titioners were reſpeted, and the bill was dropped. To the 
ſtrength of this precedent we are anſwered, that the body from 
whence the London petition came, was moſt reſpeQable—Thu 
the diſtinftion is made, to exiſt in the contempt which you zre 
adviſed to entertain for the city of Dublin.— This is the argument 
—the commons of England paid attention to the petition of Lon- 
don, becauſe the body was reſpectable, and the Commons cf 
Ireland would pay no attention to the petition of Dublin, becauſe 
her citizens are deſpicable.—We have been told more—it has beet 
intimated that the petitioners have been the rioters of the laſt yeu, 
and enemies to the execution of the law.—Sir, when I ſee a peti- 
tion purporting to be that of the freemen and citizens of Dublia 
legal convened, ſigned by their ſheriff, and introduced by their 
repreſentative, I am not warranted to ſuppoſe that the petitioner 
were a ſet of criminals : When their petition ſpeaks of conſtitu- 
tional or political freedom, I am not juſtifed in ſuppoſing thut 
_ mean any thing more than the natural import of thoſe intel- 
ligible — 22 the London petition was the act of the 
corporation, and that this petition is the act of the freemen and 
Citizens, is in my mind no reaſon for refuſing counſel to the latter, 
as if the freemen and citizens of Dublin, whoſe rights are affeQel 
ſo deeply by this bill, had nothing to ſay to it; as if the corpon 
tion of this city was the only thing affected, and that all the cit. 
zens and inhabitants of the mettopolis had no intereſt or franchile 
in the city of Dublin. Bn 
That the corporation has not petitioned, ſeems to me no argu- 
ment, becauſe they could not conveniently read and examine th: 
bill, and then have appointed a meeting ſooner than Monday; but 
they have apppointed a meeting, and a meeting within 4 
reaſonable time; the reſult we cannot foreſee; but I think we 
might wait, Hear the citizens ; they have petitioned with mo- 
deity, and ſhould be treated with decorum, : 
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Mr. Dex Nis DaLy.--] agree that the petition of every ſub- 
ject ſhould be heard, except in a few particular well known caſes ; 
and I think in the preſent caſe the utmoſt attention has been given 
to the petition ; it has been read at length, very much conſidered, 
and now lies on the table for every member to peruſe. But it is a 
miſtake to ſay that every man has a right to be heard by counſel, 
except to defend his property or his charter. In the preſent caſe, 
I think gentlemen ought to ſhew that the bill affects either, before 
we can agree to let the petitioners be heard by their counſel. 


Mr. Bo vo ſaid he was for going directly into a committee upon 
the bill. He obſerved that the galleries were extremely full of 


rom citizens z he was deſirous they ſhould be convinced that there 
pe⸗ was no intention of invading their rights, as had been infinuated. 

the He thought the charter of the city; far from being invaded, would 
from receive additional ſtrength and luſtre, by extending the power and 
** authority of the magiſttates; and as to what had been ſo much 
1 27e complained of, (the exemption from actions of damage given to 
ment conſtables acting under the propoſed bill) it was no more than eve- 


Lon ry petty conſtable in the land enjoyed when officiating in the line 
ns of of his duty. 


cauſe Mr. Maso ſaid he roſe only to make a ſhort obſervation. It 
deen BY had been ſaid that gentlemen had pronounced a lampoon againſt 
yer, the city, but in his opinion the ſevereſt lampoon that could be 
| pett- pronounced was by theſe gentlemen who ſuppoſed the city either 
Dublin lo ignorant as not to know when their chartered rights are attack - 
y their ed, or ſo ſupine as not to defend them. 


Mr. MicyarL SMITH.—A right honourable gentleman has 
let ſomething fall which I think neceſſary to have explained, as it 
comes from ſo great authority, He is of opinion that the peop 
ought to be heard by their counſel where they ſtated that a bil 
affected their property or their charter, 


Mr. Dar y.—I really did not ſay where they ſtated, but where 


their charter or property were affected, and I call upon gentlerfiea 
to ſhew me where they were, 


Mr. SuITu.—I thought I had repeated the fight honourable 
gentleman's words, but it ſeems I have not. However, the peti- 
> tioners have ſtated that both their property and charter are attack- 
aff ed, and how is it poſſible for them to ſubſtantiate their ſtatement 
ny if they are not allowed to be heard? And yet gentlemen will re- 
CAM e cheir petition, and then take it for granted it is impoſſible for 
8 them to prove the allegations it contains. "+ 
i 1 They apprehend, perhaps juſtly; that this bill affe cs their li- 
* benny; beſides is there not taxation in it? If ſo, will it not affect 
their property? And then upon the right honourable gentlemau's 
own ground, they ought to be heard. 

Aa 2 
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Mr. DAL v. —I faid where the property of the ſubje& was af. 
feed, he ought to be heard, except in a few well known inſtan- 
ces; one of them is where a tax is propoſed, and that is the cafe 
in this bill. | 

Mr. Gz1rF1 TH faid hg roſe for the purpoſe of preventing gen- 
tlemen who had juſt come into the Houſe from miſconceiving the 
queſtion upon which they were going to vote. A petition from 
the freeholders and freemen of the city of Dublin, legally aſſembl- 
ed, praying to be heard by counſel agaiaft the police bill, had been 
preſented by one of the members for the city, who had moved that 
the prayer of the petition ſhould be granted. Upon this the order 
of the day had been called for, which in the preſent inſtance wa 


a ſort of previous queſtion upon the motion of his honourable as 
friend. Such a mode of proceeding required but to be ſtated, in * 
order to be reprobated from every part of the Houſe, He had nat H. 
yet heard any thing like an argument advanced to defend ſuch a n 
conduct; and the ableſt advocates on that fide of the Houſe, hid if 
been obliged to reſort to the wretched expedient of endexvouring * 
to throw a ridicule upon the petitioners, He could not think it * 
was decent for any man in that Houſe, to treat the citizens of * 
Dublin with contempt when they came to the bar of the Com- * 
mons, and reſpeQtully implored to be be heard in defence of their I „h 
deareſt rights. He was not ſurpriſed at the extreme impatience cf If; 
the treaſury bench, to go into a committee on the bill: The) a 
were defirous, he ſuppoſed, of quieting the minds of the people, per 
and of removing from themſelves the odium which muſt neceſſarily ah 
attend the bill in its preſent ſtate, by expunging and material!y "ſy 


altering ſeveral clauſes which doubtleſs had been inſerted for nv aut! 
other purpoſe than to be conceded to country gentlemen, and to that 
take them ia with a diſplay of candour, while adminiſtration took 


care to retain what they conſidered as the moſt eſſential part ol 1 
the bill; namely, the patronage. He then alluded to ſeveral part and 
of the bill, which he ſuppoſed were never ſeriouſly intended to 2 

at 


be carried into a law, becauſe they were incompatible with every 
principle of the conſtitution; and concluded with intreating, that Wl Petru 
if gentlemen were determined to go into the committee to-night, a 
they would at leaſt agree to hear the petitioners by counſel o Petit 
the report, 


Mr. Buzcn (of Old-town)—It has been inſinuated that ge- sern. 


tlemen who oppoſe this bill oppoſe the 2 of the police v 
and give thereby an approbation to the ſcandalous abuſes Which * 
have diſgraced the capital, but if we admit that to prevent abufei that 
we are to part with our free conſtitution, we may as well adopt the fr 
at once the police of Paris, which is the beſt police in the world. W count 

As to any ſuſpicion that has been excited againſt the bill, !! privil 


comes from the tupportcrs of it themſelves. On the firſt day 
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the ſeſſion, the Lord Lieutenant, in a manner that did honour to 
af his ſtation, recommended an improvement of the police; why 
did not the ſervants of the crown then immediately bring forward 


5 the bill? They are as able lawyers as ever exiſted in any country, 
| yet they have been more than two months in framing a bill which 
they expect an Houſe of Common, compoſed of country gen- 
en- tlemen chiefiy, will be able to underſtand in four days. 
the Gentlemen take much credit to themſelves from the corpora- 
om tion of the city not having come forward; but by the rules of tle 
abl- city four days notice muſt be given for the corporation meeting, 
deen and I think they have acted with becoming dignity in not having 
chat broken through their rules; but they are to meet on Monday, and 
der to that day only do we wiſh to adjourn the bill. 
Wa There is one clauſe in the bill which affects not the corporation 
able only, but every man who has an houſe, every man who has an 
, in hovel, or the vileſt garret in the city; a clauſe which, I ſay, this 
| not Houle is not competent to enatt, Will any man ſay this Houſe 
cla is competent to aboliſh Magna Charta? I ſay it is not; and I ſay, 
had if any man acting under this Clauſe ſhell date to break into my 
uring houle, to invade my privacy the privacy of my wife my daugh- 
ak it ters—[T will meet him with Magna Charta in one hand, and an 
ns of inſtrument of death in the other: Ard I now declare before the 
Com- living God, that no man ſhall ever enforce that clauſe in an houſe 
their BY . where I am maſter. One of us ſhall fall. If it be the aggreſſot, 


ice cf | ſhall throw myſelf on my country, If the trial by jury ſhail then 
They exiſt, I ſhall chearfully ſubmit to trial; if it ſhall be aboliſhed, 


eoplc, perhaps even the moſt atbitrary magiſtrate may dread to puniſh me 
ſari! ior an act of juſtice, But if I am condemned to die, 1 ſhall em- 
rial brace my fate, and look down with pity and contempt upon the 
or no uthors of this law, and upon the gaping multitude, convinced 
and : that many a better man has ſuffered in a worſe cauſe. 
ans The SECRETARY OF STATE {aid the petition of the freemen 
1 art and freeholders of the city of Dublin ought to be treated with as 
g 4 10 much reſpect as the orders of parliament warranted, He thought 
1 ever) that would be done by ordering it to remain on the table for the 
that peruſal of the members. It would be againſt the rules and prac- 
Slight tice of parliament to allow countel to be heard in ſupport of this 
inſel on petition: It had two objects, one the ſuppoſed invaſion of the 


tranchiſes of the corporation of Dublin, the other comprehended 
ſome general topics, ſuch as political freedom, the power of go- 


at ger vernment, and the charge on the public. As to the firſt, the fact 
police was miſtaken; the franchiſes of the corporation would by this bill 
$ ws be extended, and in no reſpect diminiſhed ; but if the facts were true, 
t abules 


that a corporation was intitled to be heard by their counſel, but not 
the freemen, part of a corporation is not entitled to be heard by 
counſel. As to general corporate rights, where their own immediate 
ptivileges were not concerned, the body at large, or the goveru- 


U adogt 
world. 
bill, it 
ſt day © 


374 PARLIAMENTARY 


ing powers in that body, were the proper perſons to judge whe« 
ther the rights of the corporation ſhould be diſcuſſed by counſel. 
If the freemen had no right to do this, freeholders certainly had 
not. As to the other object of the petition, he ſaid, the principle 

on which counſel was allowed was, that the petitioners had a pri- 
vate property, or particular intereſt in the matter in queſtion 
but when the queſtions were of a public nature, in which every 
man was — concerned, if one man was entitled to be heard 
by his counſel, every man was equally entitled; and therefore, 
and becauſe in thoſe cafes the members of the Houſe were the pro- 

r advocates for the purpoſe, no counſel was to be allowed.— 
He inſiſted that it would be irregular to admit petitioners to be 
heard by their counſel in this cate, and that there was no prece- 
dent to warrant it. Ee 


The queſtion was then put that the order of the day, for going 
" Into a committee on the police bill, be now read, and the Houſe 
divided, | 
Ayes, — 125 Noes, — 46 
Sir EDWAAD NewENHam ſaid, adminiſtration being ſtrong in 
numbers, prevented in ſome ſort the freedom of debate; that by 
the motion of going immediately into a committee, he. was pre- 
vented from following the plan of the miniſter in England, who 
agreed to leſſen the influence of the crown. Here, ſaid he, you 
want to exerciſe it to ſuch a degree, as to annihilate the freedom 
of election; do you mean to transform freemen into ſlaves? He 
then read a motion he intended to have made, if the order of the 
day had not been called for. The motion was, that no perſon 
holding an office under that act, ſhould be capable of fitting in 
parliament. | 


Sir Francis HuTculnsan ſaid that as there were ſome very 
good clauſes in the police bill, and ſome about which there was 
great difference of opinion, he recommended it to the patrons of 
that bill, to intimate to the Houſe that the bill ſhould be only 
for three years, to try its merit. That there was the more rea- 
ſon for making it temporary, becauſe there was a clauſe in it which 
continued for ſeven years three very important laws now near er- 
piring ; and that he was perſuaded ſuch an intimation would tend 
much to leſſen the oppoſition to the bill in the committee. 


Mr. HART LEV, in order to prevent the going into the order of 
the day, moved the queſtion of adjournment. 3 


Sir EV wWA ADC or ros ſeconded the motion, and ſaid that a 

the evening was now far advanced, he hoped they would not ſit to 
profane the ſabbath with debating on a bill to take away the liberty 
of the ſubject, but that the regard to decency and religion which the 
Speaker had manifeſted by eſtabliſhing daily prayers in that Houſe, 


bill to 


uefu 


« would have ſome effect upon gentlemen that were ſo earneſt to en- 
. ter on a bill which, if even unoppoſed, muſt take up conſiderable 
d time, and which, as many of the clauſes would be combated, 


le could not by pollibility be gone through before Sunday was tar 
i- advanced. 


3 Mr. STEwarT (of Donegal) ſaid he was for the adjournment, 

2 and for hearing the petitioners by their counſel. | 

- Mr. CAL DW EL L ſaid he ſhould move ſeveral amendments to the 
g bill, 

0+ 

=_ Mr. GeoxGe Ponsonay obſerved that on the report any 

be clauſes that gentlemen might have to offer might be received. 

Ces 


Mr. STEWaxT (of Tyrone) ſaid he hoped the Houſe would 
not refuſe liſtening to the petitions of the people—it would bg 
ing eſtabliſhing a dangerous and unconſtitutional precedent, 


Mr. Cox xv ſaid he was one of thoſe deſirous of ſeeing a ſyſtem 
of police for the city formed, being convinced, like every other 
man, of the negligence and inefficacy of the board of aldermen, 
g in Wl nd how inadequate they had ſbewn themſelves to the duties of 
t by their office; but the manner of the preſent buſineſs, or the de- 
ſcription of the 8 bill, he could by no means apptove of; the 
precipitating of its progreſs, and the time of its introduction, 
when the oppoſition members were out of town, and their num 
bers remaining were fo thin, [Here a loud laugh.] Mr. Corr 
having ſtopped, ſaid, in his opinion, that laugh was neither civil 
or very proper the miniſtry may endeavour to parry a ſerious con- 
fderation by ridicule of members, for the ſame reaſon they may 
defend bad meaſures by laughing at the conſtitution; it was the 
tone of argument uſed that night; the firit law officer, to defend 
bis bill, had begun by ridiculing the rights of the ſubjeQ, and 
lughing down the conſtitution, No matter who were the perſons 
who voted the petition preſented from the citizens, or what was 
tieirrank 3 liberty like juſtice knew no diſtinction of perſons, and 
the pooreſt ſubjeCt of the land could teach the firſt law officer of 
the crown that his rights were as ſacred as thoſe of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, and that it was the duty of that right honour- 
ale gentleman not to laugh at, but to defend thoſe rights, The 
feemen had grounds that juſtihed their uſing the right of petition- 
ing; by theic charter they had the privilege of being governed by 
der of magiſtrates of their on choice, not thote of the nomination of 

the miniſter, and therefore, in his opinion, their petition ought to 
that e treated with reſpeR, and their complaints heard by the counſel, 


t fit to Ide right honourable gentleman had ſaid that the corporation had 
liberty Not petitioned, He had ſtated alſo many differences between the 
ich the Neill tor Weſtminſter and chat for Dublin. One difference he had 
Houſe, NRuefully omitted to ſtate, the commiſhoners were to bs cholen 
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not out of the corporation in London, and the corporation there 
petitions z the commiſſioners here are to be choſen amongſt the 
corporation in Dublin, and the corporation here does not petition, 
Will that ſuffice as a reply to the right honourable gentleman's ar- 
gument againſt the preſent petition, and the want of one from the 
corporation; nor is it wonderful if the a!dermen ſhould be aſhamed 
te petition, for how do they ſtand before the Houſe ? As culprit; 
—culprits accuſed and proved from the ſhewing of the two right 
honourable crown officers by the very bill they drew; for if the 
aldermen are not culprits, then are the two right honourable gen- 
tlemen wanton invaders ot the city's rights and of the charters of 
the metropolis—Which of the two do they chuſe to acknowledge? 
—An honourable member, [ Alderman Warren] one of that body, 
had ſtated that a poſt aſſembly of the city might have been called, 
and a petition made. Whatever may be the kindneſs and pro- 
priety of the imputation upon his brotherhood, certainly it muſt 
come with great weight from one of their own body, and the ccr- 
poration may deſerve it perhaps from the honourable membei's 
hands, but, Sir, 


Mr. Dal v interrupted Mr, Corry, and faid he begged leave to 
call the honourable gentleman to order—He faw that his warnth 
was likely to lead him probably too far, 


Mr. Corry ſaid he did not feel that he was out of order, but 
if friendſbip had induced the right honourable gentleman to ſtand 
between the alderman and what might be expeQcd would be ſaid, 
he felt a ſatisfaction in having been {topped from proceeding ; if he 
had the power to ſay any thing poignant he would rather reſtrain 
from it when called to recollection; he would therefore quit th? 
board of aldermen and the honourable member, and return his 
thanks to the right honourable gentleman for having called him 
back. He then ſaid that whatever might be the inattention of the 
miniſtry to the opinions of the people, and in exact oppoſition on 
this occaſion to the conduct of the miniſtry of England, he depre- 
cated their involving the parliament in that deſcription. The 
opinion of the people reſpecting the wiſdom and caution of the 
parliament, was the beſt means to wean them from the idea and 
practice of taking upon themſelves the defence of their own rights, 
and lulling them into quiet. That parliament ſhould attract the 
love, confidence, and reſpect of the people, was the ſure and the 
only means to eſtabliſh the good order, harmony, and peace of the 


country, for which reaſon he wiſhed to proceed with caution ard 
deliberation, | 


Alderman W axxen.—Thexe is one clauſe in the bill which | 
am as determined to oppoſe as any gentleman in this Houſe, let 
him talk never ſo much, I mean the clauſe which admits the 
county magiſtrates into the city. I will oppole it becauſe it in- 


. 77 


fringes that charter which it is my duty and my inclinaticn to 
maintain. As to my right honourable friend ſtopping that gentle- 
man, when he was running on ſo very improperly, I am obliged to 
him for his good intention; but there was no occaſion fur his 
interference to defend me againſt that gentleman. I am able to 
defend myſelf againſt him here or any where cle. That gentle- 
man has taken ſome very indecent liberties with the board of alder- 
men, but I deſire for the future he will be ſilent on that ſubject, at 
leaſt in my preſence. 


Mr. Cox v ſaid he was ſorry he had touched the feelings of the 
honourable alderman. He was going on when the chair interpoſed, 


The queſtion of adjournment was then put, when there ap- 
peared 


Ayes = = 44 Noes - — 130 


At half paſt eight o'clock the Houle reſolved itſelf into a com- 
miitee on the police biil, Mr. Coppinger in the chair, 


Mr. CaLD WELL propoſed an amendment, that perſons appoint- 
ed commiſſioners under this act ſhuuld, if returned membets of par- 
lament, ceaſe to act any longer as cominiſiioners, and refign their 
employments. 


This was oppoſed by the Attorney General, and the amendment 
was negatived. 


The clauſe was then read for empowering the Lord Lieutenant 
to appoint the commiſſionets, and that the commiſſionets only ſhall 


lit, 


Mr. GrnaTTAN.—]I riſe to amend that paragraph—my amend- 
ment is ** fit by rotation.“ My objection to the original clauſe js, 
that the appoiatment, with certain endowments, 15 to be in the 
miniſter ; that my amendment will give a complete police I do not 
lay, but it will give a police, and 1t will be a diſtinct police from 
patronage. Hereafter you may, in the courte of the next ſeſſion, 
conſult the citizens, and form an etfectual bill tor the city, noc 
tor the miniſter. 


The ATTorNey GENERAL. —It muſt be allowed that the ap- 
pointment of all magiſtrates, and of all dignities and honours, flow 


' from the crown, therefore there can be no infringement on the 


Charter of the city of Dublin for the Lord Lieutenant to have the 
appointment of the commiſſioners, It would be nugatory to have 
the aldermen fit in rotation, as you can never have a police except 
magiſtrates are appointed for that purpoſe only, and ſuch as will be 
properly rewarded, fo as to cauſe them to devote their whele time 
to that department, In ſupport of this argument he ſtated that the 
juſtices of Weſtminſter were paid by government to protect the po- 
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lice of Weſtminſter, and there would be no poſlibility of livingin 
London if it was not for ſuch regulation,—He declared he would 
on every occaſion object that aldermen fit in rotation, who were 
not defirous of doing their duty; on this principle he could not 
acquieſce in ſuch a mode, as of courſe it muſt come to the turn of 
Alderman Greene to ſit, who had on a former occaſion ſhewn him. 
ſelf exceedingly averſe to exert his authority for the preſervation 
of the public peace; in ſupport of this declaration he appealed to 
the journals of the Houle, and read from thence ſome reſolutions 
of parliament cenſuring that magiſirate.—Aftef he had read the re- 
folutions alluded to, he ſaid he would be very ſorry to ſee him ſit- 
ting in rotation, as he was ſure from the ſpecimen of the alderman's 
conduct, he would be a very improper perſon ; but while he ſelt 
bimſelf obliged to condemn Mr. Greene's conduct, he was free to 
own that he never ſaw the power of a chief magiſtrate ſo properly 
exerted, in his memory, as during the mayoralty of Alderman 
Warren, the prefent honourable member for the city.—Now, Sir, 
faid he, I muſt advert to this army which has been mentioned, 
this unconſtitutional army. This army, fo inimical to the liber- 
yes of the people, is to conſiſt of no more than forty conſtables, 
and a number of men equal to the preſent watch of the city 
of Dublin, which J truſt will prove ſufficient, ſince ] recollect 
that it has been ſtated in this Houſe, at a former period, that the 
watch of Dublin was ſufficient to conquer America; and though! 
have not altogether ſo fermidable an opinion of them, yet I truſt 
the preſent force will anſwer the intended purpoſe. He concluded 
With declaring, that when gentlemen came to conſider this military 
power ſetiouſly, it would be impoſſible it could ever be turned to 
any bad purpotes, | 


The Solici ro General. — I did hope the right honourable 
member Mir. Grattan] was prepared with tome argument, but in 
my humble opinion he is not. The {cope of his — leems to 
be the extent of the jutiſdiction of the crown. Here the Solicitor 
entered into a diſcuilion of the prerogative of the crown, and op- 
poied the arguments which fell from the right hanourable member, 
He alluded to the caſe of Reilly, on which he expatiated z where 
he remarked the conſtitution exercited a proper and requilite power, 
and he thought it right that magiſtrates ſbould be under the 1mme- 
diate authoricy of the crown, as, it they were, it would be inf- 
nitely better for the police of the city; and he doubted not but the 
experience of a future period would tupport this afſertion, He was 
of opirion that thoſe who have not done their duty as good magiſ- 
trates, ought not to be included in the preſent arrangement. He did 
not think it reaſonable that every man, no matter how undeſervingy 
thould be included 1n the arrangement 1n agitation z from ſuch meu 
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he thought every mark of honour ſhould be withheld. He took 
occaſion here to remark that there is a particular power to be dele- 
gated to the commiſſioners, &c. to enable them to have offenders 
purſucd all over the kingdom that ſhould tranſgreſs the laws. If, 
ſiye he, there are not gentlemen ſet apart for this buſineſs, the po- 
lice muſt remain in the ſame wretched ſituation it is, for there are 
four and twenty aldermen in the city, of courſe it muſt come in 
turn for them to preſide once in every twelve days; How then is it 
poſſible that any regulated ſyſtem can be preſerved ? Beſides, con- 
cluded he, if one or two magiſtrates were ill diſpoſed, they may 
diſcloſe the ſecrets of the others, and totally deſtroy the intent of 
the eſtabliſument. 


Mr. Gz aTTAN,—l know very well that by the conſtitution the 
ling appoints magiſtrates, ſo does he grant Charters, and yet nei- 
ther charters or magiſtrates are liable to be cancelled or deprived b 
him,—And this independency has proved in many Caſes of the la 
good conſequence. Now this bill brings chartered magiſtrates to 
that very dependency—dependency for ſalary, which is the depen- 
dency in the execution of their ofice.—The controul of the 
crown is another word for the controul of the miniſter. The ho- 
nourable member tells us that the {teriffs may be ſuſpended who 
are not chartered ; but he ſays alſo that it is a good abſtract propo- 
ftion that magiſtrates ſhould be removeable by the crown.— That 
doQtrine would go to deſtroy all chartered magiſtrates, and indeed 
it goes againſt charters themſelves. —It would render the execution 
ofthe law in every place or city whatſoever dependent on the will 
of the crown; that is, on the miniſter. Do you imagine the ma- 
giſtracy of this city would derive reſpect from a dependency on the 
pleaſure of that right honourable gentleman who fits on the floor ? 
It is objeCted that rotation magiſtrates muſt be paid as well as thoſe 
commiſſioners; but here is the difference they would be paid 
for labour, and not at pleature—they would be yaid, not intlu- 
enced, It is further objected that ſome of them may be exception- 
able; and Mr. Greene, the late lord mayor, has been mentioned, 
and a reſolution againſt him read; but that argument would prove 
too much, if it proves any thing, for it would prove that he 
ought not to be a magiſtrate at all; and that a man who comes un- 
der the diſpleaſure of this Houſe ſhould be no longer an alderman. 
When you condemn rotation magiſtrates, will you anſwer for your 
own miniſterial magiſtrates ? Or will you ſay that theſe miniſterial 
magiſtrates under this bill will be better acquainted with the buſi- 
nets of the city ? They are to be confined, ſays an honourable 
member, to their diſtrict ; they are to make their duty their daily 
labour, and to be entirely employed in taking up thieves; and yet 
it is urged that they ought allo to be members of this Houſe, and 
employed in doing the buſineſs of the nation, They allo, it is 
laid, are to be under the controul and ſcourge of the King's Bench 
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in the execution of their executive office as magiſtrates, and may 
be reſponſible to the people in the higher ſituation as members of 
parliament. In this confuſion of reſponſibility and diverſity of oc. 
cupation, I do not diſcover an attention either to the dignity of 
parliament or the peace of the city. 

The numbers of horſe and foot under the command of the com- 
miſſioners are to be 40 men, which proves the bill to be a bill of 
p<tronagec; and the commithioners who are to command this body, 
and the magiſtrates, and the whole eſtabliſhment are to be appoim- 
ed by the miniſter. An honourable member gives this reafon— 
they ouzut to be men in whom the crowa may place @ confidence; 
that is, the magiſtrates of the city of Dublin ought to be men in 
whom the Secretary ſhall place a contidence—a confidence that 
they will act for him in a political as well as magiſtetial capacity— 
will be his friends in all corporate meetings, and ſupport him with 
their votes and influence in tae capital. 


TheSoLIictiTor GENERAL ſaid he was amazed to fee the gen- 
tleman play upon words in the manner he did; his arguments had 
been mittaken by the right honourable gentleman, who tortured 
his poſitions into a meaning that they did not deſerve, and drew 
concluſions from them favourable to the arguments he wiſhed to 
ſupport. He ſaid he did not much trouble himſelf with the bui- 
netz of parliament; his avocations, and indeed his conſtitution 
more particularly, prevented it; but when called on in a profelli- 
onal line, he was willing to give his aid to parliament.—l an 
conſcious, ſaid he, I hive acquitted my ſelf to the beſt of my 
abilities, and am as tenac!ous of the conſtitutional rights of my 
country as any right honourable gentleman, I have done every 
thing fer the better; and if I have not been ſucceisful, I am con- 
ident I have intended weil. It is true I am a ſervant of the 
crown, but I believe | am as independent in fortune as the right 
honourable gentleman; and therefore while I am fo, I do not hold 
myſeit undet any unjuſt influence.—I will ſupport the propriety of 
my conduc on this bill, and am ready to meet the right honoura- 
ble gentleman; on this ground | ſet him at naught, —He ſaid that 
convinced of the goodneſs of his cauſe, neither the right honour» 
ble gentleman's great abilities nor his petſeverance ſhould intimi- 
date him. Every perſon in the Houſe was convinced of the ne- 
ceiũt y of a police bill; that he knew the law of the land, and the 
prerogative'of the crown; that the right honourable gentleman had 
broached new doctrines, and delivered new law, the like of which, 
except from the lame right honourable gentleman a night or two 
before, he had never heard. 


Mr. Ga aT TAN. The ſpeech of the honourable member is ſin- 
gular and unprovoked. He intimates that 1 do not underſtand out 
laws, but let ine tell that lawyer that J undericand the laws of wy 
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country enough to defend the rights of my fellow citizens ↄgainſt 
him or any croven lawyer ct them all; and let me tell hig there is 
a vaſt difference between the knowledge of the practice of the 
courts, and a knowledge of the conſtitution. The lawyers of the 
crown ate not, on conſtitutional ſubjetts, the higheit authority. 
Mr. Noy, the law- officer of Charles the Firſt, framed and ſup- 
ported the writ of ſhip- money, and was an exccllent crown-lawycr. 
The twelve judges of England declared ſhip-money to be legal 
—all excellent crown-lawyers. Never was an arbitrary doctrine 
advanced in England that had not the ſupport of an excellent 
crown lawyer; it is therefore the rights of men, and the charters 
of freemen, are not to be left at the mercy of crown-lawyers. 
The member ſays that he underſtands the prerogative better than I 
do; he does indeed; he underſtands too much of it—he has given. 
a {ad proof of the extent of his labours, zeal and devotion on that 
ſubjebt; his mind ſeems entirely occupied with the prerogative of 
the crown, and not with the privileges of the people. He ſays L 
have ſtated new law; but I will prove that he has done ſo [takingy 
up the police bill.] If this is old law, what does it here? Why 
js it introduced? And if it be new law, it is new law with a ven 
geance. Here is his new law, not in argument only, but in a. 
bill which is to be an act of parliament; a new law which invades 
the charter of Dublin, and makes the warrant of a county juſtices 
current in Nublin—a new law which breaks open your houſe for a4 
rufan, and depti ves you of your right of action as for treſpaſs 2gainſt 
any of the parties concerned—a law which is introduced to creates 
a new unconſtitutional influence of the miniſter in the city, and to 
bring that corporation under his ſcourge. It ſeems that I haves 
ſuppoſed that the members of this Houle are not ſubje to the ju- 
niſdiction of the King's Bench No, but I would not have the- 
members of this Houſe accept of a ſituation, in the diſcharge of 
which they muſt, it is argucd, be under the controul and the eve- 
of the King's Bench—handicd by the King's Bench. The mens; 
ber ſays he is as independent in fortune and principles as I am. IL. 
will add that he is as able and eminent in his profeiſion as any man 
in Great Britain or Ireland, there is no man more ſo; perſonal as 
he thinks he has been, I ſhail not ſtoop to do him injuſtice I allow 
all his merits, but has he not been a little too ircitable, too inflam- 
mable? The member, it ſeems, is not accuſtomed to parliamenta- 
ry controverſy, and the attack on his argument, or his meaſure, 
throws him into a ſtrange ſtate of unneceſlary irritation, I am 
amazed his profeſſion has not taught him better; as an advocate he 
muſt have been accuſtomed to hard language; or are they ſo deli- 
cate, ſo decorous, or ſo reſpectful to one another's arguments in 
the Four-courts, that when the practitioner is controverted in par- 
liament, he is all alive ; « lawyer all over ſenſibility.— The mem- 
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ber ſhould know that in fair debate the words, the obvious mer. 
ing, and the natural concluſion of men will be ſtated and preſſed; 
not only the words of a crown lawyer, but the doctrine his ma 
import; this the member, learned and reſpectable as he certainly 
is, muſt hear with patience, and ſhould beat with temper. 


Mr. Ox ve ſaid every thing that had been advanced ſhewed the 
neceſlity of going into a committee on the bill; for it was not to 
be expected that the corporation of the city could poſſibly under. 
ſtand what ſo many gentlemen of great ability in that Houſe ſeem- 
ed ſo utterly to have miſtaken. | 

He faid moſt ſpecial care had been taken to pteſerve inviolate 
the rights of the citizens and the magiſtrates. Nay, fo ſacred had 
their charter been held, that notwithſtanding it was neceſſary to 
give to ſome of the magiſtrates powers much more extenſive than 
they detived from theit charter, the remaining magiſtrates were leſt 
in full poſſeſſion of every power they before enjoyed. 

The bill, faid he, appoints commilſlioners—their buſineſs is to 
be diſtin from all other juſtices—they are to watch over the exe- 
cution of this act they are not to be compelled to att as juſtices, 
though they may act if they think proper. But this more imme- 
diate office will be to prevent offences, and to bring offenders be- 
fore the juſtices of the wards. f 

The diſtrict of the metropolis is to be divided into four wards, in 
each of which one or more juſtices is to be conſtantly reſident. lt 
has been obſerved that under the bill county magiſtrates may be 
brought to act within the city. It muſt be remembered that a 
large portion of the ſpace within the circular-road is in the county, 
and as the city magilirates are to be enabled to exerciſe the powers 
which this bill conveys in fo great a part of the county, there can 
be no good objection againſt a very few of the county magiſtrates 
acting within the city and it muſt be alſo remembered, that if this 
ſhould be deemed improper, the commiſſioners, who are city ma- 
giſtrates, are to divide the wards at their own diſcretion, and nay 
divide them fo as to give the county only to the county magiſtrates. 
But notwithſtanding, as there might ariſe ſome inconvenience 
from this mode of dividing the city, and as I underſtand an ho- 
nourable alderman, and the gentlemen who prepared the bill, have 
ſome objeQion to admitting the county magiſtrates within the 
city, I will not oppoſe any alteration of the bill which may 
tend to take away that objection, and confine them to the county 
only. The admitting them would totally obviate the argument, 
that the crown wiſhed to extend its influence in the city. 

The right honourable member who objected to the armed patr9- 
nage which this bill is to give“ bad citizens—bad ſoldiers—an 
army in diſguiſe—too ſtrong for the conſtitution too weak fo! 


* Mr. Grattan's werdi in @ former debate. 
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the enemy —an army of officers—will no doubt be ſurprized to 
und this formidable army dwindled down to forty petty conſtables. 
The object of government has been to avoid expence, at the 
ſame time that they wiſh to preſerve the public peace, by ſtrength- 
ening the civil power; and all that we have heard of a very great 
military eſtabliſhment to overawe the liberty of the ſubject, has 
originated from miſtake, or ſome worſe cauſe. The civil power 
only is to be extended; every one will allow that it ought to be 
put upon a different ſooting from what it has been heretofore, 
The commiſſioners are to ſuperintend the watch—a ſinaller num- 
ber of better men than thoſe now employed will prove more effec- 
tual. The forty petty conſtables may command the watch; ſome 
of them are to act on foot, ſome on horſeback, as neceſſity may 
require; ten of whom are to be appointed to each diviſion; the 
number is as ſmall as poſſibly can be, conſidering they are to do 
duty day and night, relieving each other. 

It was alſo thought that the pay of this armed patronage would 
be extremely burdenſome to the nation; but it will be ſeen that it 
$exaQtly the reverſe, At preſent there are twenty peace officers at 
20]. each'; they were eſtabliſhed during the riots ; they are now to 
be reduced, and the forty petty conſtables are to have zol. ſalary 
each. There are to be four conſtables at 6ol. each, and an high 
conſtable over all at 1o0ol. his duty will be to communicate im- 
mediately with the commiſſioners, to convey their orders, and in 
ſome caſes to ſee that my are executed. The Houſe are now 
poſſeſſed of the expences of the military part of the eſtabliſhment, 
and I truſt they will not think it enormous z as to the watch, their 
number is to be reduced and limited, by which gentlemen will ſee 
there is no intention to raiſe an indefinite army, as has been ſaid; 
indeed the funds of the watch give a ſufficient ſecurity againſt that. 
As to the civil expence, as it has been called, I ſhall now (tate that 
the firſt commitlioner is to have 500l, a year, and each of the other 
commiſſioners 300l.— This I believe no one will think too much, 
u they muſt be reſpectable magiſtrates, who are to devote their 
whole time and labour inceſſantly in the public ſervice. There 
muſt be alſo a ſecretary at 200l. a year, two clerks, one at 701. 
tie other at 50l. a year. There mutt be alſo a treaſurer to make 
up and receive the aſſeſſments, and to pay all expences. No fees for 
their own emolument are to be taken by any perſon acting undec 
this bill ; but all fees uſually received are ſtill to be continued, 
and brought to account by the different magiſtrates, who are to 
hand them over to the treaſurer, in aid of the funds of the watch; 
in the ſame manner alſo all fines levied under this bill are to be ap- 
plied, Beſides the expences that 1 have ſtated, there is an allow- 
ance to the office 1. each ward of lool. for clerks; the commiſ- 
noners are alſo to be empowered to offer rewards to a certain 
mount for the apprebending offenders. This 1 hope will every 
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day diminiſh, as there is reaſon to hope by the inſtitution offences 
will become leſs frequent. 


Mr. GzxaTTan.—The right honourable member profeſſes to 
Nate the expence of the eſtabliſhinent of this armed patronage in 
one ſpeech, and has ſtated the whole of that expense in anther, 
and his laſt ſtatement is threefold the amount of the firſt. e was 
called upon to ſet forth the expence of the commilttorers, and their 
eſtabliſhment z which at firſt Le omitted, and when the great ob. 
Je& of his bill, and the grievance of the great expence made its ap- 
pearance, it came out by way of poſtſcript.— Ihe gentleman enjoys 
the talent of not being more intelligible than the cecakion requires; 
he enjoys the talent of embaſſadorial phratzology, an adinitable 

uvalification for a miniſter z and particularly for a lord lieutecant's 
1 however, reluctantly, the ſecret has come out, and 
this bill is a meaſure of patrenage only; the expence of the 
eſtabliſhment in their commitlioncrs, their magiſtrates, ſecretaries, 
treaſurers, high conitables, &c. &c. &c. is out of all propor- 
tion greater than the expence of their eſtabliſhment for the men; 
the expence for influence is thus out of all proportion greater than 
the expence for force, and therefore the bill could in firict propri- 
ety be entitled a bill to eſtabliſh, not the peace of the city, but 
the peace of the miniſter in the city, at a great expence. 


Mr. Ox pe roſe to explain ſome words which he ſaid were not 
fully underſtood, reſpecting the ſtatement he had made. 


Mr. GxaTTAN.—W hat the right honourable member means,! 
may not know; but I know what he ſays. He need not have gi- 
ven himſelf the trouble to rife up in his own juilihcation, I cat 
no imputation upon him; 1 obferved on the happy power he had oi 
ſtating and not ſtating juſt as much as he choſe—an artifice admi- 
rable in a ſecretary, — There are two modes of deception ; one 1 
ro deceive directly, and the other to ſuffer men to deceive them- 
ſelves, I do allow that in this caſe the ſucceſs had not been long; 
the whole muſt have been diſcovered in the courle of the debate 
but 1 could not avoid obferving on the member's ingenuity, ald 
paid a compliment on his Capacity. 


Mr. HaxDvy.-—The right honourable gentleman has now ſtated 
what will be the probable expence of this very good inſtitution, 2 
police board. At this time of night it would not be pecultariy 
agreeable to the committee to follow him through the variety of bis 
ſtatements and calculations. He lays the expence, conſidering its 
object, is very moderate, and cannot with any propriety be cx- 


cepted againſt, If a good and permanent police in the city of 


Dublin could really be effected by this bill, the right honour- 
able gentleman is perfectly right in bis aſſertion ; but that it will at 
all meet the wiſhes of thoſe who are truly anx:ous for the attain 
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ment of ſuch a deſirable object, I very much doubt. That like 
all other inſtitutions it will, on its firſt appearance, and for ſome 
time after, perhaps, endeavour to recommend itſelf by extraordi- 
nary attention, vigour, and diſpatch, is very poſſible 3 but it is 
really curious to liſten to all this anxiety which adminiſtration 
profeſſes for the preſervation of the peace of the metropoliz—an 
anxiety which no one ever heard of till this ſeſſion, and which no 


, one would in all probability hear of now, were it not for the ſyſ- 
: tem which ſeems lately to be adopted, of ſecuring the city, or at 
5 leaſt ſeveral of its magiſtrates, in the intereſt of adminiſtration, 
2 : This bill is propoſed as an auxiliary to carry on that ſyſtem, and 
le a very potent formidable auxiliary I dare ſay it will be. As to the 
BY principal argument on which this bill is founded, on which, in fact, 
be it entirely reſts, what is it? The diſtracted ſtate of the city mus 
hs years ago; for as to any recent anarchy or diſorder which would 
* ſeem to call for an immediate adoption of ſome police bill or 
5 other, nothing of the ſort has been ſuggeſted. Now as to thoſe 
vE tumults and riots which are long fince vaniſhed, let it be remem- 
*. bered that they aroſe merely from a peculiar coincidence of circum- 
pi ſtances which ate not likely to take place ſoon again, and 
but they certainly owed their continuance to the culpable ſupineneſs 
and inertneſs of the magiſtracy of Dublin. With regard then to 
; the firſt part of the propoſition, I ſhall only obſerve that to make 

+ No 


laws on account of any accidental or temporary grievance, howe- 
rer peculiar to the councils of this country, is what no well- 
regulated ſtate ever did yet.—Corruptiſimd re publicd plurime leges, 
Two or three years ago the preſs happened to be turbulent and li- 
centious ; then we were honoured with a preſs bill. Now comes 
a police bill z and thus every ſeſſion new modes of coercion acile ; 
nothing temperate, _—y conciliating ; the exigence andpreſſure 
of the moment, not the diſpoſition of the people, or the genius 
of the conſtitution, are alone conſulted ; the immediate and vio- 
lent effects of turbulence and diſorder are checked, but the cauſe 
and origin of the evil is not removed, nor perhaps even thought of. 
With reſpe& to the indolence of the magiſtrates, to which all 
patties ſeem to attribute the continuance of thoſe riots, obſerve the 
language which this bill holds to thoſe gentlemen ;—** Be as indo- 
lent, as inactive as you pleaſe—be as indifferent to the duties of 
your ſtation as you think proper—ſuffer the metropolis during a 
whole ſummer to be diſgraced by every outrage and irreg-larity 
wee, that can diſgrace it, ſo much the better for youtlelves the non- 
i S „ berſormance of your duties ſhall do more for you than the moſt 
7 we trenuous activity could poſſibly effect: If ſome generals have 
3 conquered kingdoms in theit ſſeep, you ſhall conquer the city, 
il bo ball gain places by your repoſe —Purſue, therefore, this 
1 


5 * * oductive —— * to your flow - citizens formi- 
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dable inertneſs; The more extended your ſlumbers are, the more 
extended ſhall be our police bill; for without thoſe ſlumbers, with- 
out this ſupineneſs, no police bill could ever have exiſted,” 
But not to purſue this any further, I ſhall content myſelf with ob- 


ſerving that this bill involves many conſiderations. How far it. 


may be right and neceſſary in conſequence of former diforders, 
and the inertneſs of former magiſtrates to put down the ancient 
magiſtracy of the city, which in fact this bill does, and ſet up a 
new one, appointed and paid by the crown, I ſubmit to gentle- 
men's ſerious reflection ; how far alſo it may be a preliminary and 
leading ſtep to a general police, ought much to be attended to. 
My honourable friend [Mr. Forbes] has juſtly told you that this 
bill is only a tranſcript of one which was offered to the city of 
London, and immediately ſpurned at there, That the city of 
London, which ſuffered more than perhaps any metropolis ever 
did by riots, ſhould immediately reje&, and that the city of Dub- 
lin ſhould be obliged to adopt, no matter how prectpitately, ſuch 
a bill as this, is really a whimſical circumſtance ; and nothing can 
mark more ſtrongly the difference of ſentiment which the govern- 
ment of theſe countries entertains with regard to thoſe two cities, 
But the bill is in faQ a bill of patronage, and the title ſhould be, 
not a bill for the preſervation of the peace, but a bill for the pre» 
ſervation of court influence in the board of aldermen. 


Sir Nicyuor as LawLess ſaid that he congratulated the Houſe 
and the city on the very probable proſpect of a good and effectual 
* z and, as appeared from the ſtatement of expence juſt given 

y the right honourable gentleman on the floor, on much lower 
terms than had been expected. That a police equal to preſerving 
the lives and properties of the citizens was the wiſh of every good 
fubjeQ and honeſt man: however he had feared it would be a work 
of great difficulty to bring forward ſuch a meaſure without incur- 
ring too great an expence, and perhaps infringing on the charter of 
the city; but now he had the ſatisfaction to find both theſe objec- 
tions done away in the bill under conſideration, as it appeared to 
him that the expence would be little more than was paid for the 
ſupport of the preſent very ineffectual watch, and that care was 
taken of the rights of the corporation, by chuſing the principal of- 
ficers of the intended regulation from among the magittrates of the 
City ; for theſe reaſons the bill ſhould have his ſupport. 


The ATTorxNey GENERAL roſe in vindication of the Secret3- 
xyz and remarked on the right honourable genthethan's[Mr. Grattan] 
agility in ſhifting his ground; one time he took a gentleman's in- 
tentions, and another time his words,—He, however, begged of bit 
right honourable friend, for whom he rofeſſed the mn reſpecd, 
love and regard, not to perſiſt in giving trifling an unneceſſat 
delays-delays that were beneath his reſpeQable character. 
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Mr. GaaTTANn,—lT am ſorry to trouble you again, and to have 
given other gentlemen an opportunity of troubling you, with as 
little reaſon or neceſſity. I ſaid nothing againſt the ſecretary, to 
require all this interpoſition. The right honourable member who 
ſpoke laſt in his — and the right honourable member who 
poke ſome time before, by their ſituation defend the lord lieute- 
nant's ſecretary, It is not a neceſſary but official vindication, on 
which 1 ſhall only obſerve that I have not ſtated any thing not war- 
ranted by what was ſaid, and if a man's words are ambiguous or 
unintelligible, it is fair to conjecture what he means; if that is ex- 


prefſed as to delay, | give none but that decent delay which is ne- 
ceſſary tor deliberation, 


The bill was gone through, ſave only two or three clauſes, with 
ſome amendments, and the chairman reported progreſs, and got 
leave to fit again on Monday, 


Monday, Manch 27, 1986. 


The CHanceLl1.0k of THe ExcHyeqQuer moved for leave to 
bring in a bill for — and — effectual inland navi- 
gations in this kingdom, and for diſſolving the corporation of com- 
miſſioners for promoting and carrying on inland navigations. 


Colonel Ross moved that it be an inſtruction to the com- 
mittee on ſaid bill, to inſert a clauſe or clauſes for managing, ſupet- 
intending and governing the navigation from Lough Neagh to the 
ſea, commonly called the Newry navigation. 


Mr. Dennis Baowne oppoſed the motion, as militating 
aainſt the reſolution of the Houſe in May laſt; and as the com- 


miſſioners of impreſt accounts had not made any report purſuant 
thereto, 


The CnancerLiorz of THE Excueques faid the bill was 
for the purpoſe the honourable gentleman deſired, for it was fram 
ed on that reſolution and others, 


Leave was given to bring in the bill, and the Chancellor of the 


Exchequer in a ſhort time after preſented it to the Houle, and it 
was received and read a firſt time, 


The ATTorney GENERAL declared himſelf againſt the 
Clauſe, and that he would oppoſe it in the committee. | 


Mr. STEwaxT (of Killymoon) alſo oppoſed the clauſe. He 
ad he had laſt year brought in a petition from a great number of 
reſpectable gentlemen againſt a bull of a ſimilar nature, that five 
couhties bordering on Lough Neagh were to be affected, and 
lerefore he would be againſt * 1 | 

2 
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The Houle diyided, when there were for receiving the 
claute 
Ayes = 46 Noes - 57 


Sir EpwarD NETWEN AAM, after prefacing the reſpeQahility 
of the county of Dublin meeting, moved that the petition of the 
frecholders be received. 


A petition of the freeholders of the county of Dublin, ſigned by 
the ſheriff of the ſaid county, was preſented to the Houſe and 
read, ſetting forth that the petitioners, deeply intereſted in the 
welfare of this county, the metropolis thereof, and the kin dom of 
Ireland at large, and anxiouſly ſolicitous for the honour and dig- 
nity of parliament, have, with the moſt ſincere concern, obſerved 
a bill, entitled“ a bill for the better execution of the law within 
* the city of Dublin, and certain parts adjacent thereto, and for 
* quieting and protecting poſſeſſions within this kingdom, for the 
* more expeditious tranſportation of felons, for reviving, conti- 
r nuing and amending certain ſtatutes therein mentioned, and for 
«< repealing an at paſſed in the ſeventeenth and eighteenth years of 
«« the reign of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for improving 
* the police of the city of Dublin,” involving the chartered 
rights of the ancient and reſpectable corporation of the city of 
Dublin, the liberties, properties and domeſtic enjoyments of the 
inhabitants of the capital and its environs, precipitating through 
the Houſe of Commons, at a time when a conſiderable number of 
members were unavoidably engaged in the buſineſs of their aflizes, 
and therefore could not have had an opportunity of being conſult- 
ed upon a ſubjeR of ſuch magnitude; that the petitioners con- 
ceive that a certain claſs of men, who from their character and con- 
duct have never been conſidered as objects of reſponſibility, under 
the abſolute controul of certain commiſſioners nominated by the 
miniſter with powers arbitrary and deſpotic, may, to gratify their 
own licentious aiſpoſitions, force themſelves into the peaceful re- 
treats of our families, and, under the pretence of protecting us 
fiom the depredations of others, commit the moſt indecent and 
cruel irregularities z that the debtor, to whom the law has afforded 
in his houſe a fanQuary, cannot be fecure ; and the infirm and in- 
valid, let their ſituation be ever ſo deplorable, cannot be at reſt; 
our wive?, children and friends will find their domeſtic enjoyment 
ceaſe, any the ultimate wiſh of life, retirement, done away; that 
the petitioners are of opinion that the powers granted by the bill to 
the commiſſioners, of raiſing bodies of armed men, althougb 
limited in number, together with that of levying money to ſup- 
rt the fame, are dangerous expedients, and directly militate 
againſt the principles of the conſtitution; that the petitioners per- 
cei ve with forruw a certain and numerous body of their fellow 
ſubjects obliged to ſubmit to an ignominiaus dilliaQion and 
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ſuſpicion, by a partial regiſtry of their names, occupations and 
abodes, which regulation, from any matter that has been ſet forth 
in the bill, or we can deviſe, we cannot but conſider as oppretlive 
and unneceſſary ; that the petitioners conſider the clauſe which in- 
cludes that part of the county cf Dublin within the Circular-road 
in the diſtric of the metropolis, as highly oppreſſive upon the in- 
habitants of the county of Dublin reſiding therein, as it ſubjects 
them to a two-fold taxation; and therefore praying to be heard by 


themſelves or their counſel at the bar of the Houle againk the laid 
bill. 


The Ar Tron N HY Genera {aid chat the petition was an inſult 
to parliament, and moved that it be rejected. 


Sir EDWAAD NE WEN HAM ſaid that the meeting at Kilmainham 
was compoſed of men of the firſt rank and conſequence in the 
county men of integrity, honour and virtue; that they were in- 
tereſted in the good order and police of the county; that it was 
not their intention or meaning to inſult parliament z their only 
wiſh was to lay their Feger, before the Houſe; that the rejec- 
tion of the petitions of the people was become the faſtion ; that ic 
was his duty to preſent and ſupport whatever petition his cunſtitu- 
ents directed him; that in ſuch a fituation he would divide the 
Houſe, though he was fingle. He ſaid that he had another coun- 


ty petition to preſent, but found by the reception of the firſt that 
it would be in vain. | 


The Houſe divided on the motion for rejecting the petition ; 
when there were for the motion, 


Ayes = - 118 


Againſt it Sir Edward Newenham and Mr. Sharman, who were 
the tellers. 


The AtTTorNey GENERAL,.—l hope this may he a warning to 
perſons who may hereafter petition this Houſe, In the preten; 
cafe, being convinced that the improper expreſſions aroſe from ig- 
norance only, I have refrained from moving any cenſure, but J 
ſuall not be quite ſo gentle if the offence be repeated. 


A petition of the freeholders of the county of Antrim, whoſe 
names are thereunto ſubſcribed, convened by the higa-ſberiff at the 
Court-!:oute in Antrim, on Thurſday the rzth day of January, 
1756, for the declaring of their opinion of the bill lately introduced 
into the Houſe, under the title of ** a bill for elfeQuating the in- 
tercourſe and commerce between Great Britain and Ireland, on 
5 322 and equitable principles, for the mutual benefit of 
* both kiagdoms,” was — to the Houte and read, ſetting 
forth that ike the moſt mature conſideration the petitioners find 


ta the ſaid bill contains, with very little alteration, the whole 
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ſubſtance of the twenty propoſitions of the Britiſh parliament, and, 
i paſſed into a law, would be ruinous to the manufaCtures and com- 
merce,. deſtructive of the liberties, and ſubverſive of the conflitu. 
tion of this country ; the petitioners further beg leave moſt humbly 
to repreſent co the Houſe, that it is the unalienable and fundamen- 
tal right of the people of Ireland to be free from the authority of 
any legiſlature whatever, ſave only the King, Lords and Commons 
of Ireland; that any covenant, ſtatute or agreement, containing 
in any ſhape or form whatever an agreement that the parliament of 
Ireland ſhall from time to time enact in this country laws which 
ſhall be paſſed in another, is inconſiſtent with the ſaid fundamental 
right, would render the parliament of this realm, for ſo much, the 
Tegiiter of another legiſlature only, would in ſubſtance revive and 
introduce, by means of our own parliament, the dominion of 
another, and would overturn the conſtitution of this realm ; that a 
free trade is an unalienable and fundamental right of his Majeſty's 
ſubjeQs of Ireland, and that any covenant to ſurrender the ſame, 
or any part thereof, is inconſiſtent with the ſaid fundamental and 
unalienable right; that any covenant to alienate for ever the reve- 
nues of this land, more efpecially under the colour of payment for 
enjoving our natural rights and equality, is diſgraceful and incon- 
ſiſtent with the limited power of the octennial truſt ; that a perpe- 
tual revenue bill, or any covenant or agreement to renew the ſame 
from time to time, is dangerous, unconſtitutional, and inconſiſtent 
with the limited nature of an oQennial truſt; and the petitioners 
humbly repreſent that any infringement of theſe principles muſt be 
an infringement of the conſtitution of this kingdom, as a free, ſo- 
vereign and independent ſtate; that the (aid bill is in direct oppo- 
ſition to each and every of thoſe principles ; and therefore the pe- 
titioners moſt humbly, but moſt earneſtly ſupplicate theHouſe that 
ſaid bill may never be ſuffered to be again brought forward; and 
not only ſo, but that no other bill, however modified, which ſhall 
infringe in any degree on any of the ſaid principles, may ever be 
ſutfered to paſs into a law. 


Mr. Mason faid this is a petition againſt a non- entity; there 
are no commercial propofitions in exiſtence, except the eleven 
which ſtand upon the journals, and were paſſed with two diſſenting 
votes only. Theſe are not the propoſitions the freeholders of An- 
trim mean, therefore their petition is nugatory. 


The ATT@xNey GENERAL obſerved that the people of the 
county of Antrim were happy in having a very good printing preſs 
and type in their Court-houſe ; for there he fappaſed the petitions 
were framed : And he oblerved there were about fifty of them all 
alike, and ſtitched together. He thought it al ſo a great happineſs 
to that county that all its frecholders wrote an excellent hand, and 
fo exactly alike, that in five hundred names no man could diſtin- 
guiſh a difference in the writing. 
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Sir BovLe Roch moved that the committee, to whom the po- 
lice bill was referred, ſhould be empowered to receive a clauſe to 
repeal ſo much of an act made in the 33d year of his late Majeſty 
George II. intitled an act for the better regulating the corporation 
of the city of Dublin, and other purpoles mentioned therein, as 
relates to the election of lord mayor, ſheriffs, aldermen and 
common - councilmen. 

He ſaid without ſuch a clauſe the police bill would prove inef- 
ſectual— The act of George II. by letting improper perſons into 
the magiſtracy of the city, induced the neceſſity of the police bill, 
and now the police bill induced the neceſſity of repealing ſo much 
of that act as related to the election mentioned; for as the police 
bill (which now excludes county magiſtrates from acting in the 
city) would require a ſucceſſion of fit and proper men at the board 
of aldermen, from amongſt whom to chuſe commiſſioners and juſ- 
tices of wards, it was neceffary to reſtore the city to the privilege 
it enjoyed by its ch2rter before the law juſt mentioned, in order 


that its magiſlrates might become as reſpeCtable as formerly they 


had been, 
Before the act of 33d George II. ſaid he, there was not a more 
reſpectable corporation exiſting than that of the city of Dublin 


men of the firſt rank and conſequence in the city were proud to be 


enrolled amongſt the aldermen; but ſince the people of the com- 


mon order have been introduced, that reſpect has been much dimi- 
niſhed. Gentlemen, he obſerved, had talked much of the charter- 
ed rights of the city, but the firſt and greateſt inroad that ever had 
been made upon its charter, was by the law which he now deſired 


to repeal. 


Mr. Haz TLEy ſaid he was ſure the honourable gentleman was 
too wiſe to think of clogging the police bill with ſuch a clauſe, and 
too candid to bring forward ſo ſuddenly a matter of ſo much im- 
portance, now at the cloſe of the ſeſſion. | 


The ATTorNEy GeNnERAL,—l am a friend to chartered rights, 
and if this was thought a convenient ſeaſon to adopt the very pro- 


per clauſe propoſed, in ſo doing I ſhould think I ;eftored the city's 


charter, which the law of George the Second has moſt violently 
infringed. 

Mr. Baow x1. ow ſaid he hoped there was no intention of throw 
ing any reflection on the board of aldermen it would be ungrate- 
ful for gentlemen, conſonant to whoſe wiſhes that board was al- 
ways ready to act. 


Sir BoyLe Roch. — I have no intention of reflecting on the 
aldermen 3 I move this clauſe with the very beſt intention with a 
wiſh to do them honour, to reſtore their charter, and to provide a 
ſucceſſion of worthy men, proper to carry into effect the proviſions 
of the police bill, 
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Mr. BexzsrokD.—Both in this and the laſt ſeſhon I have been 
charged with infringing the city's charter, but I am preſerving it 
by agreeing to the clauſe ; for | know until that is done we ne. 
ver will have the magiſtracy upon the reſpeQable footing they for- 
metly were, Every man ſees that feaſting, faQion, and riot, are 
the roads to city favour z to be the moſt turbulent man in the ſo- 
ciety is the certain method to ſucceed. Waether this be the pro- 
per time to introduce the clauſe propoſed ] am not very certain, 
but this I know that the city will never be happy until it is reſtor- 
ed to its charter, 


Mr. Gzx1ry1TH declared himſelf againſt the motion, for it con- 
tradicted the principle of the yu bill ; that bill gave power to 
the magiſtrates, and this clauſe declared they were not magiſtrates 
properly appointed to act as ſuch z and it went to alter the conſti- 
tution of the city, which he was againſt. 


The Scar OF STATE ſaid he could not conſent to ad- 
mit the clauſe, as it involved a ſubject of more importance and 
difficulty than gentlemen ſeemed to be aware of. From his long 
ſtanding in chat Houſe he knew more of the ſubject than moſt 
other gentlemen, He remembered the year 175%, in which the 
law was enacted: Before that time the city was governed accord- 
ing to what were called the new rules, which admitted of very 
great abuſe, and ſubjected the city to a great variety of frauds: 
One of them he would ſtate :z—The lord mayor and aldermen, 
whenever the different guilds negleQed to make their return of 
common=-councilmen in due time, had a power to elect themſelves. 
This occaſioned perpetual caballing and intrigues between the 
board and the maſters of corporations, that the latter might lapſe 
their time, whereby the board might acquire opportunities of 
- eleQing. 

Sir Edward King was the perſon who introduced the law of 

the 33d of George II.— It had the approbation of the then recot- 

der, 5 and of himſelf, [the Secretary of State] beſides 
all the firſt and moſt able members of that Houſe, Perhaps in 
their zeal to reform the abuſes of thoſe days they had gone too far 
experience had thewn they had; but a complete ſyſtem for regu- 

- Jating the corporation of Dublin was a matter ef no ſmall nicety, 
and ſhould net be undertaken without much deliberation. 


Sir BoyLe Rocuse, at the requeſt of the Attorney General and 
Secretary of State, withdrew the motion. 


The Houſe went into a committee on the police bill, Mr, Cop- 
pinger in the chair, 


Mr. Hexcules Laxncroapd RowLity expreſſed is diſappro- 
bation at the bill. | 


ya 
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After going through the remainder of the bill, and a ſhort conver- 
ſation on the clauſe for holding the commi ſi on of oyer and termi- 
ner, as to the piace where to be held, and that two of the judges 
ought to preſide, 


The ATTorxey GrewNtnraAl ſaid, as ſome of the clauſes were 
miſunderſtood and had given the alarm, he would, on the report, 
move to ſtrike out the clauſe for ſearching for vagabonds, &c. im- 
powering the magiſtrates to break open the doors of houſes, &c. 
2s they fad the power already by law ; and alſo to leave the party 
free to bring an action for treſpats as at this preſent time. 


The report was ordered to be received to-morrow. 


Mr. Thomas M*Donnell, the proprietor of the Hibernian 
Journal, was called to the bar and examined, relative to a miſre- 
preſentation of the ſpeech of the Attorney General in his paper. 

He aſſured the Houſe that the error aroſe from his having copied 
that ſpeech from another newſpaper ; that he had the moſt pro- 
ſound reſpe& for the Houſe, and every member of it; and nothing 
could make his mind more unhappy than having thus inadvertently 
given even the appearance of offence. 


The ATToxNEtY GENERAL ſaid he had every reaſon to be- 
lieve the ſincerity of the printer*s declaration; he therefore re- 
queſted he might be diſmiſſed without reproof, He was diſmiſſed 
accordingly, 


Sir HENRY HaxTSTONGE propaſed that two men of ability 
ſhould be employed to take down ſhort notes of the debate, one 
on each ſide. He obſerved when the ſpeeches were publiſhed cor- 
rely, as ſometimes they were, they gave much ſatisſaction and 
information to the conſtituent body; and when men were acting 
well, as the repreſentatives of the people of Ireland were, he could 


ſee no cauſe why they ſhould not make it known to theic couſtitu- 
ents, 


The ATToxney GeNERxAL ſaid he cared not what was pub- 
liſhed as his ſpeech, how much nonſenſe was put in his mouth, 
provided he was not made to utter libels on men; it had never 
been his diſpoſition to utter libels, and that was the only ſpecies of 
ſpeech which he would object againſt having attributed to him. 


Mr. Co xol L v ſaid he wiſhed the Houſe would come to an under- 
ſtanding, whether the debates were to be publiſhed or not. In the 
public papers gentlemen were only conſidered as to the ſides of the 
Houſe on which they fat ; in ſome papers gentlemen on the fide of 
government were made to ſpeak Sith the utmoſt eloquenee and 
lorce of argument, while gentlemen in oppoſition were either ne- 
lected or repreſented as talking nonſenſe ; in other papers the go- 
vernment ſide was made ridiculous, while oppoſition was exalted 
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to the ſkies. He thought this a great injury to the nation, ag ft 
diſtracted the public opinion, and rendered it impoſſible for the 
people to form a juſt ideaof their repreſentatives. For his own par: 
he was conſcious he was not a good ſpeaker, but he always ſpoke 
the dictates of his heart, and with the beſt intention, yet he had 
been as much miſrepreſented as other gentlemen ; he therefore 
withed the Houſe would come to ſome deciſion on the ſubjeR, 


*” 


TresDay, Mazcu 28, 1786. 


The order of the day was called for, that the report on the po- 
lice bill be received. 


Mr. HaxTLey faid though he acknowledged many and great 
emendments had been made in the bill, yet ſtill, in his opinion, it 
was objectionable z as certain of the magiſtrates were by it far ad- 
vanced in conſequence and authority above the reſt, which to men 
heretofore their equals was a moſt degrading circumſtance. 


The ATTorNety GENzRAL ſaid, after the very great care that 
had been taken not to N upon the charter of the city of 
Dublin, he was amazed to hear what the honourable gentleman 
advanced, which was founded in mere error. There was no ma- 
giſtrate raiſed above the reſt by this bill, neither was the power and 
privilege of any magiſtrate abridged ; in point of rank and autho- 
rity they all remain exaQly as before, with this only difference, 
that the magiſtrates ſpecially appointed and paid under the act 
muſt perform their duty, ot incur the cenſure of the King's Bench; 
the other magiſtrates may perform it if they will, but from their 
fupineneſs heretofore, there was little hope of ſuch exertion. As 
to the degradation of which the honourable gentleman ſpoke, the 
board themſelves did not conſider the bill as degrading them; in 
tru hit was not, on the contrary it tended much to add to their 
rctpeRabjlity.. One word he deſired to add; it had been ſuppoſed 
by ſome that the aldermen of wards, or commiſſioners, might at 

uarter ſeſſions, &c. &c. ſit as judges on appeals from former deci- 
— of their own. No lawyer could entertain ſuch a thought for 
2 moment, for if a magiſtrate was to act ſo wickedly, the court of 
King's Bench would moſt infallibly attach him, as it had done the 
mayor of Hereford for a ſimilar crime. 


Mr. GxaTTan ſaid he roſe to give his negative to reading the 
order of the day. He knew the bill had been much altered, and 
that the very exceptionable parts had been left out, but ſtill be 
thought the bill inadmiſſible. z what had been ſaid did not, in bis 
mind, fall with its uſual weight z he thought the juriſdiction of 
the other magiſtrates done away hy the appointment of commill- 
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oners and magiſſ rates of wards. Becauſe, ſaid he, this act directs 
that offenders be carried before the ſitting magiſtrates. No man 
had leſs objection to the board of aldermen; but he thought if 
they kad petitioned they would have done themſelves more ho- 
nour ;; it would have ſnewn they poſſeſſed more virtue than perhaps 
an higher aſſembly, and he would have been happy to applaud ſuch 
2 proof of their virtue. Much reliance had been had upon the 
ſmallneſs of the force to be employed under the bill, and gentle- 
men had plumed themſelves on the circumſtance that it could not 
be dreaded as an army—he admjtted it could not, but the influ- 
ence which the bill gave was to be dreaded—it now appeared the 
object was not force but influence. 

The necetlity of the bill, he obſerved, was founded on riots 
which happened two years ago, and which, in truth, were very 
diſgraceful ; but he feared the new appointment would rather leſ- 
ſen the authority of the law, and increate a ſpitit of turbulence. 
It would rather tend to eſtabliſh venality amongſt the miniſters of 
juſtice, and excite ſedition amongſt the people. 

He objeQed ſinally—becauſe miniſters having now got one 
branch of the corporation into their hands, might in a future ſeſſion 
enable that branch to ele& the other; becauſe it would give great 
influence at elections; and becauſe it might create a watch, for the 
fake of influence, bad watchmen, and bad voters. 

He then.moved the order be adjourned to the ſecond of Auguſt, 


Sir HeacuLes LanGritsne,—When I conſider this bill as it 
was originally brought in, with he ſeveral amendments made to 
it in the committee, and thoſe now offered by the right honourable 
member in further amendment, I cannot avoid expreſſing ſome 
ſurprize that it ſhould ſtill remain the object of oppoſition to my 
right honourable friend, whoſe integrity and ability are ſo juſtly 
and univerſally acknowledged. I am convinced the ſeveral gen- 
tlemen who oppoſed the bill in this Houſe, oppoſed it on the 
pureſt principles, becauſe they conſidered it exceptionable. But 
when I conſider what I have read for ſome time paſt in the public 
newſpapers, Which are daily pouring forth the bitter ſtreams of 
diſcontent amongſt the people, by whoſe waters they have often fat 
down and wept, when they had no cauie of ſorrow ; I fay, when 
| conſider theſe newſpapers, when I conſider the petition that is on 
Your table, and the petition that is under your table ®, I cannot 
have a doubt on my mind, but there are many whoſe oppolition 
bas originated in other principles. Some oppoſe it becauſe they 
conſider public tumult connected with public liberty z others want 
to make a little tumultuary ſport out; perhaps to tun down admi- 


- Petition of the county of Dublin rejected, as diſreſpedſul and 
Indecent, | 
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niſtration through it. Indeed thoſe nimrods in politics—thoſe hun- 
ters of grievances—thoſe ſportſmen in the fields of public difcon. 
tent, have of late been rather unſucceſsful in their ſearch for ſpar, 
They have ſcarcely been able this ſeſſion to ſtart any thing that hay 
maintained a good chaſe ; and I think the preſent adminiſtration 
w1ll not bring into parliament any bill for the better preſervation of 
the game. . the ſpirit of purſuit muſt be kept alive—i; 
muſt be employed—it muſt traverſe every range of government 


That wild where weeds ard flowers promiſcuous ſhoot, 
* Or garden tempting with forbidden fruit,” 


And for that purpoſe, and in order to keep themſelves in exerciſe, 
they have thought proper to draw the police bill—with what ſuc- 
ceſs the wiſdom of the Houſe and the juſtice of the nation will 
determine. I lament that charges ſo enormous (although utterly 
unſounded) againſt this bill, ſhould have been circulated by the 
newſpapers through the TON it ſubverts public liberty; 
that our protection is to be effected by the ſubverſion of our 
nights as freemen, and by the infraQtion of our charters ;z ard that 
1t gives a dangerous armed influence to the crown. What, Sir, does 
a bill, acting by the ancient ard known laws of the land, without 
the ſnare of any new puniſhment, without the bazards of any mode 
of trial? Dees ſuch a bill, operating by ſuch means, to puniſh vr 
prevent murder, robbery, tumult and diſorder, imply any ching 
like a ſubverſicn of civil liberty? Thoſe who entertain ſuch an 
opinion, one ſhould imagine, conſider all theſe crimes as involved 
in thcir notions of civil liberty. As to influence of the crown, it 
certainly does reſtore an authority to the crown which the conliitu- 
tion conferred, but which outrage had ſometimes taken away. It 
enables the crown to give every man inthe community, what every 
man in the community has a tight to demand of the crown—the 
protection of the laws.—Of the twenty-ſeven magiſtrates eleQed 
by the people in the city of Dublin, the crown may appoint 

(wvichour interfering with, or abridging any article of the authority 
of the other twenty) ſeven, who, are eſpecially to devote their 
whole time to this important buſineſs. It is to be their ſole occu- 
pation, and to enable them to make it their ſole occupation, they 
ruſt be paid for it it cannot be otherwiſe, I know the poet ſays, 
de that is called to ſerve l. is country, if he deſerved that noble 
truſt, is paid by ſerving well,” Why that is a very fine ſenli- 
ment ; but the man who would form a ſyſtem of government on 
that idea would not be a wiſe man. 

In all ſituations, from the higheſt to the loweſt, men who dedi- 
cate their time to the public muſt he paid by the public. Suppole 
tue appointicent of the lord lieutenant to run thus: We grant to 
our ruliy and well beloved coufin and counſellor, that he with- 
draw himie.f trom his own eſtate, and ſuperintendance of his own 
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ars; that he aſſume the government of Ireland; that he ſhall 
live there with all the maznifhcence ſuitable to his ſtation, and the 

neroſity conformable to his nature, and that he ſhall defray all 
the coſts and charges - out of his own eſtate; or if that be not 
(ufficiert, he may ſell a competent part for that purpoſe.“ —— 
Though 1 am confident ſuch appointment would not vacate the 
office as to the preſent poſſeſſor, vet I beg you will confider what 
chance would be of a ſucce lor to his Grace? - Suppoſe the great 
lawyers whom 1 fee about me, who acquire by their profetlions 
three or four thouſand pounds a year, were by royal favour to be 
advanced to the bench, and to reward their labours, and indemnify 
their lolſes, they ſhould have and enjoy the conſciouſnels of judg- 
ing uptigbily, and nothing more, would that be likely to fill the 
bench with the ableſt men at the bar ?—And fo of a city magiſ- 
grate !—Can you fay to him, “ Mr. Alderman, give up your 
profeſſion, or your buſineſs, negle& your wife and children, giv= 
up your Whole time to the public, and you ſhall receive, in return, 
the thanks of your fellow citizens, which you ball hold by that 
ſolid tenure, the ſtability and conſtancy of popular favour ?”— 
But the appointment of the falaries will give influence to the 
crown !—Why not? The king 1s the head and the fountain of all 
executive power, every branch of it is derived from him, and re- 
ſponlible to the community. The conſtitution has always conſi- 
dered the executive ofticers miniſterial to the crown—ict is unne= 
ceſſary to ſtate the difference in the caſe of the judicial officers—- 
they ought to be altogether independent of the crown, as the con- 
ſtruing a law may be Carried to altering or ſuſpending the law. He 
ſaid he would ſhew the great improbability that this bill would 
ever in future bring in one member of parliament; the favour of the 
crown will not recommend them to popular election, and if there 
is any other ſort of cleCtions, theic ſmall appointments would noz 
enable them to procure admiitance there, As to the armed force 
which was to overawe the nation, why jt had dwindled down to 
forty conſtables, bound by the laws to execute the laws—not the 
offspring of a mutiny bill, bound to implicit obedience, but en- 
joined to obey the magiſtrates in all lawful commands. He ob- 
ſerved that the act of 1998 enabled the magiltrates to raife not only 
an unlimited number of oficersand conſtables, with all the powers 
of this bill to ſeize and ſearch, and to break open houſes too, and 
to be clothed and armed, but allo gave chem a legiſlati ve power to 
make ſuch further rules, orders, &c, &. concerning peace and 
police, as they think proper, In that cale, ſaid he, numbers un- 
limited, and powers undefined, gave no alarm; now your liber- 
ties are to be deſtroyed by forty conſtables! You might as well 
tell the people their liberties were in danger from the lord lieute- 
nent's livery fervaats—1 beliene they are as numerous, and I am 
ſure they are bettet paid, : | 
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Some gentlemen the other night, with an ardour that I reſped, 
becauſe it is the ardour of freedom, exclaimed, ** thac their houſe 
is their cattle.” —True ! but it is a caſtle that's open to the law, 
and not a fortreſs againſt it. It never was conſidered an aſylum for 
ies violators. Our conſtitution knows of no ſuch ſanQuary, 
Here an effender cannot find protection even in the tempie of lis 
own caſtle, or at the altar of his houſhold gods. Such has alwayt 
been the law of the land. 

He recited ſome part of the ancient charter of Dublin, and 
ſhewed the changes and additions to the magiſtracy of Dublin that 
were made by ſucceeding monarchs, and in a ſeries of laws which 
he quoted. That though the queſtion of chartered rights was 
now removed from this bill, yet no corporation could ſuppoſe, if 
the public peace could not ve preſerved by the powers granted by 
charter, that the parliament would not confer others more ade- 
quate, No ! that would be to ſuppoſe charters were exemptions 
_— and men were incorporated 1n order to be plun- 

ered. ; 

He ſaid though he was ſure the members of the Houſe, who 
perſevered in their oppoſition, continued to oppoſe becaule they 
_ Continued to diſapprove, yet he was ſure there were out of the 
Houſe thoſe who oppoſed not the meaſure but the mover. It ori- 
ginated with government. That there were many who conſider 
not whither the wind .goeth, but whence it cometh ; and ſome 
who would not admit the ſun to be bright, if it did not ſhine in 
that part of the heavens to which they had been accuſtomed to 
pay their adorations. 

He concluded, that as every thing on which even a doubt could 
de faſtened had been removed; that as the bill was neceſſary to 
peace and inoffenſive to liberty, it ſhould have his ſupport. 


Mr. Co N ol U v.— As a political ſportſman 


Sir HeacuLes LAN ORISsMHE ſaid he hoped that no expteſſion 
which might have dropped from him would give the right honour- 
able gentleman room to think he alluded to him. 


Mr. Cox o continued As a political ſportſman my conduct 
has been uniform. I purſued the political chaſe, but never for my- 
felf—always for the good of the public; nor have I ever made 
game of my country.— Had the volunteers in arms attempted to 
overturn our liberties, I would have oppoſed them; and ſhould a 
miniſter attempt to ſubvert them, ſbould he even glance at it, I 
mould, to the laſt moment of my exiftence, oppoſe him. But 
perhaps the honourable baronet thinks | have been a kind of rai, 
careleſs ſportſman Indeed I have been ſo, and have hazarded my 
life in the ſervice, and ever will to the utmoſt of my poor ability 
rfue'my country's good. But the right honourable baronet was 
tely ſent out as a huntſman to tun down a wild beaft; his chaſe was 
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long, and it was ſaid ſucceſsfaly he got poſſeſſion of the wild 
beaſt; but what did he do? Why, as ſportſmen treat a vixen, he 
thought proper to fave it, in order that it might produce more wild 
beaſts, and afterwards let it go. For my part I thall always follow 
the ſame game, and will join in any chaſe but that of runing dowa 
my country. 


Sir HexcuLes LN GRISMuE ſaid that the right honourable 
gentleman was miſinformed ; he had run down the wild beaſt, and 
fold his {kin for 56001. which was at preſent in his Majeſty's 
treaſury. 


Mr. Haz Lx offered ſome further ſtrictures on the bill, when 
it was agreed to read the bill a third time. 


Proceeded in reading the bill; on coming to the clauſe reſpect- 
ing the commiſſioners granting warrants for breaking open doors. 


Mr. GxirF1TH deſired to be informed, whether the commiſſi- 
eners themſelves might not break open a door, although they could 
not grant a warrant for the purpoſe. 


The Ar TreRN EY GENERAL replicd that they could not. 


Mr. GxatyeiTH faid that he approved of two bridewells, in- 
Read of four, and wiſhed the plan of Mr. Howard, for the regula- 
tion of Gloſter bridewell, might be adopted, which was in itſelf 
the moſt perfect code poſſible for ſuch regulation, and faid that 
Mr. Howard intended to be in Ireland in May next. 


The ATToxney GENERAL informed him that the ſole regu- 
lation reſted with the commiſſioners, who were obliged by the bill 
to viſit not only the bridewells, but alſo the other priſons in their 
diſtrict. * 

He aſſerted that there was no alteration of the law whatever by 
the clauſe for empowering the conſtables to break open doors. 


Mr. Torx ſtated a caſe from Hale, which, he ſaid, poſitively 
corroborated his poſition. 


Mr. GxaaTTAN.—lI have no inclination to go into a law contro- 
rerſy upon the ſubject, but will maintain the contrary of what the 
honourable gentleman has afT-rted. He has given a quotation from 
Hale, as argument, but if he had taken the trouble to read a little 
more of Hale, he would have found that his quotation argued no- 
thing; for but a few pages before that ro which the honourable 
gry has alluded, Hale aſſerts a doQtrine diametrically oppo- 

te, and hence the glorious uncertainty of the law. 


Mr. To LEA replicd. 


Mr. GzaaTTan anſwered, that the honourable gentleman 
hight be aſfured he would not advance a thing which he could not 
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Juſtify : Hale, in the place he had alluded to, ſaid that they might 
enter and not be liable to action of treſpaſs 3 and in the other, he 
as poſitively ſays that they could not. 


— „ 


WepntesDay, Match 29, 1786. 


The SecxtTaArY or STATE ſaid he roſe to call the attentiny 
of the Houſe to a matter of much importance. It was well known 
to many gentlemen then pretent, the oppreſſions under which the 
proteſtant clergy in the ſouth of this kingdom laboured, though in 
general men of the utmoſt liberality and humanity, and far from 
incurring by any act the juſt diſpleaſure of the meaneſt individual. 
He would not preſume to ſay that what he had to propofe would 
prove an effeQual remedy z but it would have this good conſe- 
quence—it would ſhew the infurgents that parliament was deter- 
mined to fupport the eſtabliſhed clergy. In the bill he intended to 

ropoſe, he did not mean to take any notice of that important, 
— moit delicate and complicated ſubject, tythes. He confeſſed 
it bad long occupied his thoughts; but as he found the moſt able 
and deſt informed perſons differing widely in their opinion on it, 
he would not attempt upon the ſudden to bring forward ſo great a 
queſtton, His motion was for leave to introduce ** a bill to pro- 
tect the pefſons, houſes, and properties of rectots, vicars, and 
curates, actually reſident within their pariſhes.“ 


Mr. Row1i.ey propoſed to amend the reſolution, by adding 
after the word curate, the words, and all other perſons. 


The SECRETARY Of STATE.—If almoſt any other gentleman 
but my right honourable friend had made this propoſal, on a mo- 
tion for leave to bring in a bill, 1 thould think it was done ludi- 
crouſly z but he, I am ſure, has no ſuch meaning: and I will tell 
him that no men want protection more than the clergy : They are 

enerally ſent ſtrangers into the country, unſupported by family, 
C connections, by tenants, where, through an unhappy combi- 
nation of circumſtances, almolt every landholder is intereſted 
againſt theni, and nothing but the authority of the laws can pro- 
te et them. Of | te, Sir, the moſt barbarous outrages have been 
committed againlt the proteſtant clergy. Men of the pureſt mo- 
rals, and moſt inotfenfive manners, have had their houſes broken 
open in the dead time of night—their wives and children driven 
naked into the open air themſelves have been carried and thrown 
on dunghills, and hardly ſuffered to eſcape with life.— This as to 
the petlons of clergymen. I hen as to the proteſtant religion itſelf; 
know many inſtances in which affronts of the moſt atrocious 
kind have been offered to it. Let me mention one: A cletgymaa 
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of excellent character being for the ſafety of his perſon obliged to 
fly from his pariſh, ptevailed upon another, who was thought lefs 
obnoxious to the inſurgents, to officiate in his ſtead. What did 
they do? In the middle of divine ſervice a number of ruffians, 
armed with bludgeons, ruſhed into the church, where they conti- 
nued to march about in a moſt riotous manner, until they had 
thrown the miniſter and congregation into the greateſt terror; and 
while the moſt ſolemn rite of our religion; the ſacrament of the 
lord's ſupper, was adminiſtering, a number of wicked people 
climbed up the church window, and in the groſſeſt manner inſult- 
ed the perſons engaged in the performance of ſuch a ſerious duty. 


Leave was given to introduce the bill. 


Mr. STEWa&T requeſted to know from the honourable gentle- 
man [Mr. Anneſley] who had declared an intention of making a 
motion relative to the Newry navigation, what that motion was ? 


Mr. ANNESLEY ſaid he would anſwer the queſtion with the 
ſame candour he hoped to receive from the honourable gentleman. 

His intention was to inſert a clauſe in the bill for promoting in- 
land navigation, for appointing a corporation, ot board of truſtees, 
to ſuperintend the Newry canal. He underſtood that it was the 
intention to aboliſh the board of inland navigation, and to carry on 
hereafter all canals by companies of private perſons; who ſhould 
be willing to undertake the ſame. But he begged leave to ſay that 
the Newry canal differed from every other canal in the kingdom, 
inaſmuch as it was compleated, and as its tolls, though exceed- 
ingly light, were ſufficient to keep it in repairz but in order to 
the due collection and faithful application of thoſe tolls, it was ne- 
ceſſaty there ſhould be perſons of cliaracter and honour appointed, 
who Gould feel themſelves intcreſted in the propriety of the work. 
Now as the canal paſſes only through the counties of Down and 
Armagh, it is intended that the truſtees ſhall be choſen from theſe 
two counties. The gentlemen of the cbunty of Tyrone have a 
canal of their own near the collieries, but that is totally diſtin& of 
the Newry canal; therefore it would be highly improper that tlie 
tolls of the Newry canal ſhould be expended upon that in the 
county of Tyrone. The navigation board formerly granted large 
ſums of money to the Tyrone canal, and even now there is a ſum 
of money in hand for catrying it on. 

He then moved that the committee of the whole Houſe, to 
whom it was referred to take into conſideration a bill for encourag- 
ing and and rendering effectual inland navigations in this kingdow, 
and for diſſolving the corporation of commiilioners for promoting 
and carrying on inland navigations, be empowered to receive 
a clauſe or clauſcs for appointing a corporation to manage, direct, 
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improve, repair and govern the navigation from the navigable part 
of the river called the Upper Bann or Fathom-point, below 


Newry, and to veſt ſufficient powers and authorities in the ſaid 
corporation for managing and carrying on the ſame. 


Mr. STEWwaRT faid before he would ſtate his reaſons for oppoſ- 
ing the honourable gentleman's motion, he would take off one 


objection that he had raiſed againſt — the gentlemen of 


T'zrone, and the two other counties bordering Lough- Neagh, any 
ſhare in the management of the Newry canal, for he would agree 
that it would be unreaſonable to apply the tolls of the Newry canal 
to any other object but that canal itſelf; and he was ready to ad- 
mit a clauſe in the bill, to prevent for ever the alienation of the re- 
venue ariſing from the Newry canal to any other object. He then 


proceeded to ſtate that the gentlemen, proprietors of ground, and 


the inhabitants of the country bordering Lough-Neagh, that i3 
part of Tyrone, of Antrim, and of Londonderry, were as much 
intereſted in the welfare of the Newry canal as the perſons living 
on its banks, and ſhould therefore have repreſentatives at the board 


of truſtees, The collieries of Tyrone had long been a great ob- 


ject of parliament, and indeed the prime cauſe for opening the 
Newry canal; it was therefore fit it ſhould alſo be attended to, 
The merchants of Newry were deeply intereſted z they ought to 
have a ſhare in the management. Upon the whole he thought it 
quite unreaſonable to confine the management of a work in which 
the north was ſo much intereſted to a few gentlemen, taken from 
two particular counties. 


Mr. Mason ſaid it was not then the queſtion who were to be the 

' truſtees, but whether there were to be any truſtees at all. If the 

Houſe ſbould agree that there were to be truſtees, the committee 
was the proper place to name them. 


Mr. GaxDiNex ſaid he would oppoſe Mr. Anneſley's motion, 


as the drift and intent of it was to monopolize the management 


| of the Newry canal into a few hands. 


Sir Ren and Jonxsox ſaid his reafon for oppoſing the idea 
of letting the gentlemen of the n of Tyrone he any hand in 
the management of the Newry canal was, that the canal in tht 
county, of Tyrone had been moſt ſhamefully miſmanaged, a prodi- 
gious waſte of public money had been made, for without com 


pleating any thing, the directors of the Tyrone canal had funk 


more money in four years than the Newry canal would coſt | 
forty. He thought it was but bad encouragement to gentlemen 
who by great care and exertion had brought a work to perfection 
to haveothers obtruded upon them, who, to ſpeak in the milde 
terms, had been extremely unſucceſsful while purſuing a fimila 
work. He allowed that one great object of parliament in promo 
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ing the Newry canal was to obtain a ſupply of Iriſh coals from the 
county of "Tyrone 3 but he lamented that parliament had been 
moſt miſerably ditappointed in that object, for inſtead of ſupply- 
ing Newry and other parts of Ireland with coals from Tyrone, 
Tyrone and the country bounding the canal had in a great meaſure 
been ſupplied with coals from England. He ſtated the quantity of 
Englith coals carried up the canal from the ſea at about 4000 tons 
annually, and the quantity of Iriſh coals brought down from the 
county of "Tyrone at about 100 tons. This he imputed to ſome 
radical defect in the ſyſtem of working the Tyrone collieries and 
making the "I'yrone canal; he therefore hoped the Houſe 
would think it dangerous to commit a perfect work, the Newry 
canal, to a ſet of gentlemen who had ſuffered their own works to 
run to ruin, 


Mr. Corry ſaid he had withdrawn, and had not voted on this 
queſtion when laſt debated. He did not chuſe then to interfere be- 
tween two ſets of gentlemen, who were contending for the ma- 
nagement of the Newry navigation; but he muſt obſerve, that al - 
together to overlook the inhabitants of Newry, in a matter ſo 
nearly concerning the trade and the property of the town, as the 
canal, ſeemed fomewhat extraordinary,—The honourable gentle- 
man [Mr. Stewart] had ſaid that he thought the inhabitants of 
Newry ought to be included in the management. He begged to 
know if the honourable gentleman [Mr. Anneſley] had the fame 
intention? If ſo, he would do to-night as he had done before, 
withdraw, and not vote on either fide ; but if one plan ſ. ould 
include the inhabitants of Newry, and the other excludethem, he 
felt himſelt bound to ſupport that which included them. 


Mr. AxnzsSLEy faid he meant to include the collector of the 
port, as well as the members, the lord ot the manor, and the 
leneſchal. 


Mr. Cox xx roſe again and ſaid the lord of the manor was not re- 
ſident 3 that though he would willingly contide the management 
of the canal to the noble lord who had formerly moved upon this 
buſineſs, yet neither was that noble lord refident, and the manage- 
ment muſt therefore devolve on the other perſons to be included: 
He ſaid that though they might with ſafety commit it to the care of 
the preſent members for the boroughs of the counties of Down and - 
Armagh, notwithſtanding the Lagan navigation being much nearer 
to them, it might be more their intereſt chat that ſhould ſucceed 
before the Newry canal, yet he could not know who might ſuc- 
ceed thoſe members hereafter. The people of Newry would be 
good centinels to watch the ſtate and ſafety of the canal, as their 
trade and property mult immediately fall with it; they might do 
good, but could do no harm, hr therefore he muſt vote with thoſe 
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who were for including ſome of them in the care of the Newry 
navigation. 


Colonel Ross faid it had long been known to whoſe care the 
honourable gentleman [Mr. Anneſley] intended to commit the ma- 
nagement of the Newry Canal; they were all perfons who felt 
themſelves deeply intereſted in its proſperity ; and notwithſtanding 
what the laſt honourable gentleman [Mt. Corry] had ſaid, it was 
evident that their ſucceſſors, the inheritors of their eſtates, muſt 
feel the ſame. The very great property they would enjoy on the 
banks of the Newry canal, muſt ever prevent them from ſacrificing 
its welfare to that of any ether undertaking. 


The Houſe divided on Mr, Anneſley's motion, 
Ayes = =- = 37 Noes = 71 


Mr. STEwarT then moved that the ſaid committee be empow- 
ered to receive a clauſe to appoint his grace the lord primate, the 
governors or lieutenants and cuſtodes rotulorum of the counties of 
Tyrone, Armagh, Down, Antrim and Londonderry, the knights of 
the ſhire for the ſaid five counties, the two repreſentatives in patlia- 
ment for the borough of Newry, the ſeneſchal of Newry for the 
time being, Iſaac Corry, ſenior, George Glenny, William Glenny, 
William Beath, Samuel Hanna, Jokn Ogle, together with the 
proprietors of the working collieries in the county of Tyrone, and 
the Lords of the ſeveral manors through which the following navi- 
gation runs, to be truſtees for the ditection of the navigation from 
the collierics in the county of Tyrone to the ſea below Newry, 
direct the receipt and diſburſement of the tolls and the neceſſary te- 
pairs thereof, and to appoint a treaſurer, lock-keepers and other 
neceſſary officers, and to lay an annual account before this Houle 
of the receipt and expenditure of the ſaid tolls. 


Mr. Masod obſerved that a motion of fimilar _ hed juſt 
been negatived, and he called upon the conſiſtency of the Houle to 
re ject the one now offered. 


Colonel Ross, in anſwer to Mr. Stewart, inſiſted on the unrea- 
ſonableneſs of joining the management of the Drumglaſs and Newry 
canals. He fret much inconvenience to the latter from the 
miſchievous mixture of management. 


The queſtion being put, that the Houſe do agree in the ſaid re- 
ſolution, it was cartied in the affirmative, 


Sir RicuarD Jounson ſtated that one-third of the canal, 
which is thirteen miles in length, runs through his ground; ſeveral 
of the local commiſſioners were eminent bleachers, living on it 
banks, and much intereſted in its preſervation, as by it they re- 
| ceived their coals, dye-ſtutts, and other materials. The merchants 
of Newry were alſo much intereſted,, and as it ſeemed to be the 
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ſenſe of the Houſe to let in the Tyrone gentlemen, and gentlemen 
of the two other counties bordering on the Lough, he hoped they 
would not totally reject thoſe more immediately concerned; he 
therefore moved, that after the words, proprietors of collieries now 


actually at work, the words, and the local commitiioners, 
be added. 


The amendment was rejected without a diviſion, 


The queſtion was then put on Mr. Ste warc's motion, and car- 
ried. : 

It was reſolved that the Houſe do forthwith reſolve itſelf into a 
committee of the whole Houſe, to take into conſideration the re- 


port from the committee on the petition of Robert Brooke, of the 
town of Proſpereus, in the county of Kildare. 


Then the Houſe reſolved itſelf into the ſaid committee; and af- 
ter ſome time ſpent therein the Speaker reſumed the chair, and Mr. 
Maſon reported from the committee that they had come to ſeveral 
reſolutions in the matter to them referred, and that he was di- 
rected to report when the Houſe will pleaſe to receive the fame. 


It was then ordered that the ſaid report be now received, 


Mr. Maso reported from the committee the reſolutions which 
they had direQed him to report to the Houſe, which he read in 
bis place, and after delivered in at the table, where the ſame were 
read, and are as follow : 

1. Reſolved, That it appears to this committee that Robert 
Brooke, of Proſperous, in March, 1784, acknowledged a recog- 
nizance to his Majeſty in the ſum of 50, oool. conditioned for pay- 
ment of the Sum of 25,0001, on the 24th of June, 1794, with in- 
tereſt for the ſame, as therein mentioned; and alſo conditioned for 
keeping employed in the cotton manufacture at Proſpetous, a cer- 
tain number of manufacturers. 

2. Reſolved, That it appears to this committee that the ſaid 
Robert Brooke acknowledged another recognizance to his Majeſty 
in the ſum of yoool. conaitioned for payment of the ſum of 50001. 
on the day therein mentioned, 

3. Keſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that it is 
eſſential to the preſervation of the manufacture at Proſperous, and 
keeping in employment the perſons who are ſettled there, that upon + 
paying into the hands of the vice-treaſurer of this kingdom, on or 
before the firſt day of January, 1787, the ſum of 10,0001. part of 
the ſaid ſum of 25,000]. the ſaid recognizance for 50,0001. ſhall 
ſtand and remain a ſecurity only for the payment of the further ſum 
of 60001. into the hands of the vice-treaſurer on the 24th day of 
June, 1794, with intereſt for the ſame at the rate of 4]. per centum 
per annum from the 24th day of June, 1786, and for continuing 
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two thouſand perſons employed in the manufacture of cotton at 
Proſpe rous for the term of fourteen years. 

4. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that the 
ſaid recognizance for 50, oool. ſo far as it ſhall relate to the ſecur- 
ing the employment of the ſaid perſons at Proſperous, ſhould be a 
lien on the lands of Curry hills in the town of Proſperous only. 

5. Reſolved, That it appears to this committee that the ſaid 
Robert Brooke ſtands indebted to ſeveral private perſons in ſeveral 
ſums of money to a conſiderable amount, and that it will be ad- 
vantageous to the ſaid creditors that his eſtates ſhould be veſted in 
truſtees, to be managed, ſold or diſpoſed of by them, in order to 
render the ſame as productive as poſſible. 

6. Reſolved. That it is the opinion of this committee that from 
the time the ſaid Robert Brooke ſhall have veſted his eſtates, real, 
frechold and perſonal in truſtees, for the purpoſe of raiſing the ſaid 
ſums of 10,0c0!. and Gocol. and intereſt as aforeſaid, and for the 
purpole of ſatisfying the debts due to private creditors (provided 
two-thirds in value of the ſaid creditors agree thereto) no creditor 
of the ſaid Robert Brooke ſhould have liberty to proceed at law or 
in equity for the recovery of his demand, nor ſhall the ſaid Robert 
Brocke be ſubject to any of the laws relating to bankrupts; and 
from ſuch time as aforeſaid the ſaid recognizance entered into by 
the ſaid Robert Brooke for the ſum of yoool. ſkould be void. 


And, upon the queſtion being thereupon ſeverally put, the ſame 
were agreed to by the Houte. | 


It was ordered that leave be given to bring in a bill purſuant to 
the ſaid reſolutions ; and that Mr. John Wolfe, the Attorney Ge- 
neral and the Sclicitor General do prepare and bring in the ſame. 


Mr. Joun WoLe then preſented a bill for further prometing 
the purpoles of an act, entitled an act for the iſſuing treatury bills 


» to the amount therein mentioned, for the purpole of promoting 


manufaQures, by providing for the ſettlement of a number of in- 
duſtrious manufacturers at Proſperous, in the county of Kildare; 
which was received and read the firſt time. 


It was ordered that Mr. Robert Brooke do attend the Houſe to 
morrow. 


— —  — 


TuuxspAr, Marcu 30, 1786. 


The Houſe fat in committee on the bill for regiſtering free- 
holders. 


Sir EDwaxD CrorFToN faid he wiſhed to introduce a clauſe 
for the excluſion of a certain deſcription (whom he termed a ſet 
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of beggars) from the right of ſuffrage, ſuch as perſons receiving 
alms collected in churches, and dieccſan ſchoolmaſters receiving 
falary from the biſhop. 


Sir FxeDerIck FLooD objected to a clauſe in the bill which 
obliged freeholders under 100l. per annum to regiſter previous to 
the election. He thought it very hard that a man poſſeſſed of 
ninety-nine pounds nineteen ſhillings ſhould be obliged to regiſter, 
and the man poſſeſſed of one hundred pounds not; beſides, a diſ- 
cloſure of a man's property was highly injurious in a commercial 
country, and it tended to create invidious diſtinctions amongſt 
freeholders. 8 

He avowed himſelf a friend to the principle of the bill, ſo far 
as it might tend to preſerve the right of election, and of the real 
freeholders, free from abuſe z but he thought it of infinite impor- 
tance not to abridge or fetter the natural rights of a free people, 
and that gentlemen ought not, in order to anſwer the purpoſe of 

rivate Convenience, to ſacrifice the rights of the freeholders of 
> wap that for his part he never would endure the idea that 
frauds had been univerſal, for that he knew of none practiſed in a 
great and reſpectable county where he ſtood a long conteſted 
election of eleven days, and fo glorious did he conſider his defeat, 
and the honourable ſupport of his friends, and the polite conduct 
of his opponents, that he would ſtand forth its advocate ſo long as 
be lived upon every occaſion, He obſerved that, at all events, 
the clergy ought not to be obliged to regiſter their benefices, nor 
ought any man whole property, from the nature and extent of it, 
was well known. 


Read a third time and paſſed, an engroſſed bill for regulating the 
tolls and cuſtoms, the weigh-maſters and porters of che city of 
Dublin. 


Mr. BeRESrORD.— When leave was given to introduce this 
bill, I ſtated to the Houſe that it was undertaken for the benefit of 
the farmers and others reſorting to the Dublin market with goods 
liable to toll, and by the conſent of the corporation of the city, to 
whom thoſe tolls were payable. The tolls and cuſtoms of the city 
had, on an average taken of the four laſt years, produced to the 
city 4050!, per annum; formerly they had been ſet conſiderably 
lower, but this was on an average of the four beſt years. To this 
ſum of 40501. muſt alſo be added the expence of collecting, and 
ſome incidental expences, which might be eſtimated from 6 to 
7ool. a year. Now, as the corporation are to be put in full and 
quiet enjoyment of the tolls, regulated by act of parliament, I 
think it juſt that if they ſhould produce a ſurplus beyond even the 
produce of the very higheſt years heretofore experienced, that 
lurplus ſhould not go into the coffers of the corporation, but be 
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applied to ſome uſeful purpoſe in the improvement of the city, az 
building a tholſel or mayoralty-houſe, to which end, with the 
conſent of the corporation, I would infert a proviſo in the act, that 
whenever the tolls ſhall exceed 5000l. annually, the ſurplus ſhall, 
under the direction of parliament, be applied to the improvement 


of the cit Md that it may be certain the collectors of the tolls do 


their duty with fidelity to the city, and without oppreſſion or ex- 
tortion to the country people, it will be necetfacy to appoint two 
inſpectors on behalf of the public, whoſe duty it will be to pay the 
moſt watchful attention to the collectors: For this reaſon I have 
mentioned 5000l, as the ſum beyond which any ſurplus muſt be 
counted, as | intended the falaries of the inſpeCtors to be 150l, 
each, which, with 47ool. firſt ſtated, make exactly 5oo0ol.—T wo 
gentlemen have been recommended to the office of inſpectots; gen- 
tlemen, as I am informed, of the higheſt integrity and moſt itte- 
proachable characters, and perfectly acquainted with the buſinet, 
as they formerly farmed the tolls themſelves—their names are 
Richard and Iſaac Manders. As to myſelf I know nothing of thoſe 
gentlemen but that from the characters given of them I am fatis- 
fied to have their names inſerted in the bill as inſpectors appointed 
by parliament on behalf of the public, and I have no doubt that 
the corporation of the city, and the public at large, will derive 
very great advantage and ſatisfaction from the preſent regulation, 


The CHanCELLOk OF THE ExcKeqQuea ſaid he would ſup- 
port the plan of appointing inſpectors, as well on behalf of the 
public as of the corporation. He took for granted that more pro» 
per perſons than Meiſts. Manders could not any where be found, 
as well on account of their knowledge in this particular buſineſs, as 
of their known integrity; and he thought the proviſion of zool. ot 
150l. each, made in the bill of his right honourable friend, was a 
very ſmall compenſation for the trouble they muſt neceſſatily have 
in the faithful diſcharge of their duty. 


The next order of the day was, “ that the Houſe ſhould reſolve 
Itſelf into a committee of the whole Houſe, on the bill to prevent 
the malicious deſtruction of bridges, mile-ttones and hnger-poſts,” 


The Ar rox NEYGENE NAIL, with much humour, animadvert- 
ed on the bill. It propoſed, he ſaid, heavy penaltics on any perſon 
who ſheuld deftroy or injure any bridge, mile-{tone, or tinger- 

oft, but the method of enforcing its operation was truly whimſi- 
cal. If any bridge within ſight of a turnpike-gate thould receive 
injury, by day or by night, the keeper of the gate was made an- 
ſwerable; and that he might not avoid fo opprelſive a circum- 
Nance by removal, it enacted, that hereafter, for ever, no turn- 
Fike-gate ſhould be removed from its preſent ſituation. It alſo en- 
acted, that whegever any mile-ſtone or finger-poſt ſhould be 
thrown down or defaced, che landholder on whoſe land it had been 
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ereted ſhould be ſummoned by the next juſtice of peace, who, 
upon ſight, was to fine the landholder one guinea, out of which 
the damage was to be repaired, and the overplus given to the 
r of the pariſh, 
The bill by permiſſion of the Houſe was withdrawn. 


The SECRETAKY OF STATE preſented a bill WhGþprata&j- 
on of the perſons, houſes and properties of rectots, vicars and mn on 
curates actually reſident in their pariſhes z which was received and 
read the firſt time. | | 

He requeſted that it might not be ſuppoſed that he meant to 
throw the ſmalleſt degree of odium on any body of men. The 
Roman Catholic clergy, he knew, had been treated with the ut- 
moſt cruelty by the ſame inſurgents and rioters that had inſulted 
and injured many of the Proteſtant clergy ; and therefore in pto- 
viding for the ſecurity of the clergy of the eſtabliſhed church, he 
dilclaimed every intention of offering offence to thoſe of any 
other religion, 


A meſſage was received from the Lords, by two Maſters in 
Chancery, .that they had agreed to the paving bill with an altera- 
tion, by which “ the clauſe empowering the commiſſioners of 
paving to commit to the houſe of correction, for a certain time, 
any perſon who ſhall refuſe to give evidence before the ſaid com- 
mitioners,”” is expunged —to which their lord{bips defice the 
concurrence of the Commons. h 


The meſſengers having withdrawn, 


The SpREAK ER reſe.—He ſaid, I believe the Houſe will think T 
do my duty in nifing to inform them, that in my opinion this 
bill cannot be admitted—I may be miſtaken—but I think myſelf 
bound in every cafe where the privileges of this Houſe are con- 
cerned, to ſtate m/ opinion. I have ever underſtood that all grants 
of public money, of whatever deſcription, tax, duty, or fine, 
belong ſolely and excluſively to this Houſe, The bill now return- 
ed by the 8 with an alteration, raiſes money upon the ſub- 
jeQ in a great variety of ways ; and therefore I think, being al- 
tered, it is inadmiſlible—I may be wrong, but this being my opi- 
nion, it is my duty to ſtate it to the Houſe. | 


The ATTorNey Gentaar.,—Afrer the high authority of the. 
chair, J am ſure no gentleman can have a doubt upon his mind; 
but even it it was a point of doubt, I ſhould be for rejecting the 
bill, rather than run the ſmalleſt riſque of erring by a contrary . 
conduct. Every man knows that the weight, the influence, the 
conſequence of this Houſe, the ſecurity, the liberty and happi- 
neſs of the ſubject, depend upon our having the excluſive diſpo- 
lal of the nation's money, and if we ſuffer our authority in this 
point to be diminiſhed, we run the hazard of injuring every 
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thing that is dear to our conſtituents.—I will move you, Sir, that 
this bill be poſtponed to the firſt of July. 


Sir Joux BLAUER followed the Attorney General, and 
ſpoke much to the ſame effect. He ſaid, he was fatisfied that the 
privileges of parliament were ſo ſafe in the hands of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman who ſo worthily fills the chair, that a man 
might venture to vote with his opinion blindfold. Indeed, the 
Houte had (een many prools of his great xnowledge of parliamen- 
tary order, and regard for the conſtitution of his country, betore 
he was exalted to his preſent high ſtation. He ſaid, he thought 
it right to ſay theſe few words, believing, in his conlcience, the 
deciſion of the Speaker to be right. 


The queſtion being put, that the further conſideration of the 
amendment be referred to the firſt of July, it paſſed in the affit- 
mative unanimouſly, 


Sir Joun Braqvrene ſaid, after all that had been ſaid and 
done with reſpect to that unfortunate lump of parchment (the te- 
jected bill) it required tome perſeverance to ſtep forward again; 
but with the permiſſion of the Houſe he would move leave to 
bring in the ſame bill, without the objectionable clauſe, and fo 
altered in its title, as by ſo doing he ſhould not tranſgteſs the 
rules of parliament. : 

He then moved, that leave be given to bring in a bill for the 
improvement of Dublin, and the environs thereof. Leave being 
given, he produced the bill, which was immediately read a fit 
time, and crdered to receive a ſecond reading to-morrow, 


The Secretary of State preſented a bill to regulate the preſent- 
ments of grand juries for clerks of the crown and peace, ſheriff 
and gaolers, reſpecting the fees of ſuch perſons as ſhall be acquit- 
ted on their trials z which was received and read the firſt time. 

He alſo preſented a bill for rendering ſub- conſtables more uſe- 
ful ; which was received and read the firſt time. 


The order for going into the bill for encouraging inland naviga- 
tions was Called for, 


Mr. Oxpe faid, though an honourable gentleman had inſinu- 
ated in a former debate, that ſufficient notice had been given of the 
claims of the grand canal company, yet ſufficient time certainly 
bad not been given to conſider thoſe claims, Was he to decide 
pon ſuch evidence as then appeared to him, it would be a inſt 
the claims of the company, as they had given no proof of the 
expenditure cf the money on which they claimed a proportionate 
aid, much leſs had they ſhewn that they had performed the other 
conditions of their engagement; he was therefore for poſtponing 
the bill for eſtabliſbing a mode of encouraging inland navigations 
until next ſellioa of parliament, At the cloſe of the laſt ſelſion, 


engineers had been ordered to make ſurveys of the different lines 
for canals, alſo to deliver in plans and eſtimates: This they had 
fund it impraQicable to do in fo ſhort a time. In order to give 
them full ſcope, he thought the ſpace between this and the next 
ſion would vot be more than ſufficient z he was therefore for 
poſtponing the bill. 


Mr. Galrrir n ſaid the claims of the company had been faire 
ly and openly made in a full Houſe; they were not then objected 
to by the ſervants of the crown or any other perſons, and he 
could not ſee why an objection ſhould now be raiſed. He re- 
minded the Houſe, that the faith of parliament was ſolemnly 
pledged to the ——_— to pay a certain ſum, that is one-ſixth 
of what the company ſhould expend on their works; and if par- 
lament ſhould now faulter, they never would be able to induce 
private perſons again to undertake a great national work upon 
their faith. 


The CHancerLLor or THE Excnatques faid he acknows 
edged that nothing could be more fair and candid than the ho- 
nourable gentleman's conduct as to the grand canal company's 
claims, but yet there was not ſufficient grounds to proceed upon. 
There had been a poſitive agreement between the navigation board 
and the grand canal company, that the board ſhould pay a certain 
proportion of the expence of making the canal, conditioned that 
the company ſhould in a limited time, and for a limited ſum, per- 
form their work. It was neceſſary to ſee the deed of this contra. 
He had himſelf called upon the ſecretary, but could not get a 
Fzht of it, or even of the minute that he was well informed had 
been made of it when it was entered into, If then gentlemen, 
acting in a public capacity, could not be admitted even by pri- 
vate communication to a fight of the neceſſary documents, and if 
the plans and eſtimates ordered by the Houſe were {till unfiniſhed, 
though they might acknowledge the company entitled to demand 


from parliament one-fixth part of their expence, yet they mult | 


think it highly improper to pay that one-ſixth, until they were 
ſatisfied what that expence really was, and how it had been incut- 
red ; he was therefore for poſtponing the bill; but that no injury 
might accrue to the public or the company, he would to-morrow 
propoſe ſome reſolutions, which, he truſted, would give ſatisfac- 
tion to all parties. | 


Mr. Ox De then moved, that the order be diſcharged ; which 
bring carried in the athrmative, the bill was immediately wich- 
Lawn, : 


— U— — —— — 


412 PARLIAMENTARY 


FRIDAY, March 31, 1786. 


The bill for the protection of the perſons, houſes and proper. 


ties of rectors, vicars and curates reſident in their reſpeCtive pa- 
riſhes, was read a ſecond time. 


When the queſtion for its committal was put, 


Lord LuTTxAELL expreſſed a wiſh that the Honſe ſhould, 
while it thus protected the clergy, find a method to induce them 
to pradice more moderation towards the people, on whom their 
extortions were ſo great, that he was cradiths informed the enor- 
mous tythe of 28s, per acre was levied on potatoes in a part of 
the kingdom. 


Mr. MonTGomrRy, (of Donegal) ſaid he was of the ſame 
opinion, and that among other inſtances of oppreſſion was that of 
ſummonſes iſſued from conſiſtorial courts, where after dragging 
men ſometimes thirty miles, the court might think proper to ad- 
Journ, though if they had not attended they would have been ſub- 
ject to very heavy penalties. 


Mr. Dzx1s Bow ſaid he could not agree to this, unleſs 
ſome proviſion was made therein to reſtrain the exactions of the 
clergy, which were ſo oppreſſive, that he doubted whether the 
white-boys themſelves had done more harm, 


Mr. BexesrerD ſaid he was ſorry to hear gentlemen expreſs 
ſuch ſentiments: At ſuch a time what they ſaid might, and he 
feared would have the worſt conſequences. 

He faid there was not a word about tythes in the bill, there- 
fore inveQives againſt the clergy on that ſubjeQ was unnecellary, 
He entered ſhortly into a vindication of the clergy, and conjured 
gentlemen not to throw out ſuch _—_— among the people as 
could not fail to encourage a ſpirit of riot z already but too viſible 
among them; and concluded by requeſting that the debate might 
be poſtponed until the father of the bill the Secretary of State} 
ſhould come to the Houſe. 


Lord LuTTRELL replied, that there being nothing mentioned 
about tythes was his principal objection. The outrages commit- 
ted in the country I confeſs, ſaid he, are ſhocking z but what is 
the remedy offered in this bill? The pariſhes where they are com» 
mitted muſt find cheeks, ears and noſes for thoſe that have been 
cut off the clergymen, or their ſervants. 


Mr. CuarLes O' NE IT followed Lord Luttrell in declaring 
his objection to the bill was, that it contained no regulation rela- 
tive to tythes 3 but ſaid he would go no further into the ſubjett, 
as the right honourable geatleman who brought in the bill as 


pot in toe Houle, 
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The SECRETARY OF STATE now coming in, 


Lord LuTTRELL repeated in ſubſtance what he had maintain- 
ed before, and added, that the bill empowered the perſon aggriev- 
ed to bring his action by civil bill againſt any paniſhioner he pleaſ- 
ed for his damages; and pray, ſaid he, how are thoſe damages 
to be aſcertained ? Is there a book of rates for noſes or ears, or 
are they to demand an eye for an eye, or a tooth for a tooth? 


Mr. Dennis Browne ſaid that a right honourable friend of 
his had a picture which he would preſent the Houſe, of the ex- 
tortions of tythe farmers, that would awaken every man's feel- 
ing. 

Mr. Mon TGomery, (of Donegal) declared that the extorti- 


ons of the clergy had driven one hundred thouſand of the inha- 
bitants of Ireland out of the kingdom. 


Mr. Bao .] N Low obſerved, that it was the duty of the Houſe 
to defend the poor, who could not defend themſelves from op- 
preſſion, and that ſomething ſhould be done for them, as well as 
for the clergy. 


Lord LuTTRELL ſaid there was a law open to the clergy, as 
well as to the laity, four puniſhing any that might injure them, fo 
that there was no occaſion for a particular one like chis, which, 
inſtead of a protection, was an oppreſſion. 


Mr. CyuaxLes O'NzIL requeſted gentlemen would conſider 
that there were nine of the laity who ſuffered by the outrages tor 
one of the clergy. He then entered minutely into the clauſcs of 
the bill, which he condemned as partial and unjuſt, 


Mr. Masown moved, that the bill be committed for to-mor- 
tow. 


Mr. Gafrrir n oppoſed the motion, as he ſaid the members 
had not time to conſider this bill, and that in his opinion the 
Houſe ſhould have firſt inquired into the cauſe of the evil betore 
It attempted a remedy, 


Sit JouN BLAGUIExNx ſaid that no man was more willing than 
he to enquire whence che evil arule, but that was no reaſon why 
the bill ſhould not be committed, 


The SecReETARY OF STATE defended the principles of his 
bill, which, he ſaid, contained no innovation, as the act of the 
Isth and 16th of his pretent Majeſty's reign gives a like authoti- 
ty with this bill. He ſaid he had known many inſtances where 
clergymen of the moſt exemplary lives had been treated with the 
groſleſt barbarity—A Mr. OST he inſtanced, who had been 


the father and phyſician of his neighbourhood, beſtowing bounty 
and diſpenſing medicine to all who ſtood in need around him, yet 
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this pious, liberal and humane perſon was one who ſuffered un 
der the rage of an infatuated ſet of ricters. He affured he Hu 
the inſurgents only conſidered, whether the perſon to be attacks; 
was a clergyman or not, and not whether he was a virtuous mz 
or otherwiſe 3; he therefore beſought gentlemen to give the bills 
fair hearing, and to treat it ſeriouſly, that if they do no good 
they may at leaſt do no harm; for as the clergy of the eſtabliſhed 
Church were highly to be revered, a principal object in bringing 
In the bill was, to ſhew that parliament was determined to fup 
port them; therefore he again beſought gentlemen to treat thi 
ſudject with that candour and ſeriouſneſs it ſo well deſerved, 


The queſtion being put, the bill was committed for to-mor. 
row. 


The new paving bill was read a ſecond time, and a motion was 
made that it be committed, 


Sir FRaxcis HuTCHinsoN deſired to know whether it dif. 


fered in any thing, and what, from the bill which had paſſed the 
Houſe this ſeſſion. 


Sir Jous BLaqQulexe ſaid he would moſt readily point out in 
what this bill differs from the other—Firſt, it differs in title—$e- 
condly, in having the clauſe omitted which was expunged by the 
Lords And laftly, in having a proviſo exempted, which in the for- 
mer bill omitted a part of Harcourt-ſtreet from the ſeveral aſſeſſ- 
ments for paving, lighting and cleanfing. Theſe, ſaid he, are all 
the points in which it differs from the former bill. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf in a committee, Mr. Maſon in the 
chair; and having gone through the bill, the Speaker again re- 
ſumed the chair, when the Houſe ordered the committee's report 
to be received to-morrow. 


The bill reſpecting priſoners fees was read a ſecond time, and 
committed for to-morrow. 


Sir Erwand Cor rox moved, that it be an inſtruction to 
the above committee to receive a clauſe, leaving the fees of pri- 
ſoners diſcretionary with the judge and jury. 


Mr. Denw1s Dar y preſented a bill for veſting the Houſe, 
commonly called the navigation houſe, in the city of Dublin, with 
all the furniture therein (not being private property) in his Majel- 
tv, his heirs and ſucceſlors z which was received and read the 
firſt time. 


_ 


V 
SATURDAY, APKIL 1, 1786. 


The Cranceiior of the Excuzquas faid the ſum of 
10,000), had been raiſed in conſequence of a vote of the Houle 
by the great money bill, and was intended to be applied to ils 
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encouragement of the Donegal fiſhery ; that a bill had paſſed that 
Houſe, ſpecifying its particular application, but as he was igno- 
rant of the fate of the bill, he thought it his duty to bring in 
another again, to ſpecify the purpoſes to which the money ſhould 
be applied; it had been raiſed by the law of the land, and was a 
ſpecitic ſum for a ſpecific purpole. The bill which he meant to 
propoſe went merely to prevent the 10,0001. lying idle in the 
treaſury. 


Sir Francis HurcHhixso faid that the purport of the bill 
was exactly the fame of that which had been rejected in another 
aſſembly, and he thought it ſtrange that ſuch a meaſure ſhould be 
attempted after their diſapprobation of it. 


The Cyancerior of THE ExcurQuer Called him to order, 
and ſaid, the honourable baronet was totally out of order in men- 
tioning the proceedings of another houſe of parliament. The 
money had been raiſed by the laws of the land in conſequence of 
a vote of that Houſe, and ſhould not be ſuffered to lie 1die. 


Sir FRANCISs HuTCHiNsoN ſaid he could not ſee where he 
was out of order. Either the money had been granted, or it had 
not; if it had been granted, there could be no occaſion for the bill, 
by the introduction, which it was evident that it has not, 


The SecxeTARY or STATE ſaid it was neceſſary to expreſs 
the application of the ſum that had been voted, and when the ho- 
nourable baronet, ſpeaking of that application, mentioned the 
— of another houle of parliament, he was certainly out 
of order, 


Mr. MonTcomery, (of Donegal) thought it neceſſary toſay 
a few words on the ſubject. He was not at all intereſted in the 
buſineſs, as ſome people had imagined, though he had the ho- 
nour-of repreſenting one of the counties which were its object. 
He could not kelp remarking that the conduct of the other Hoi ſe 
was rather ſtrange in rejecting the bill, it being a money bill too z 
and at their endeavouting to throw cold water on a bufineſs of 
ſuch national importance, 


The Cyancrrior or THe Excuequer then preſented a 
bill for applying 10, oool. being part of 91,6001, granted this 
ſelſion of parliament for the advancement of hiberies, trade and 
manufactutes. | 

He then ſaid it was his intention to move that the Houſe do 
reſolve itſelf into a committee on the inland navigation, if there 
was no other buſineſs before the Houſe, 


Mr. Coca obſerved, that though he had a motion to make, 
it was not his intention to trouble the Houſe very long oa the 
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ſubjeR at the preſent; he therefore hoped his right honourable 
friend would for a ſhort time poſtpone his motion. It was three 
years, he ſaid, ſince he had firſt moved on this ſubject, but was 
forry to find the buſineſs ſince neglected and unrevived by any 
perſon in the confidence of adminiſtration. He was himſelf con- 
vinced, and fo was every man converſant with buſineſs, that Ire- 
land had a right to trade to the Eaſt Indies, without being reſtrain- 
ed by thoſe laws which were enacted in favour of an Engliſh com— 
pany; he hoped no perſon would now be found to deny that right - 
tho“ it had been denied heretofore by gentlemen in that Houſ., 
He ſaid he had upon this ſubject, with much care and a good 
deal of labour, ſearched the ſtatute book through, and he ſtiſl te- 
mained of his firſt opinion as to the power of the [riſh merchant 
to go to the Eaſt, The matter however yet remained to be ſhewn 
in its true light to the country and to the Houſe; and its proba- 
ble value duly eftimated—For thoſe purpoſes he intended to 
bring forward a motion to-day ;z one of ſuch a nature as to be free 
from all objection, becauſe it was free from all inconvenience ; 
moderate in itſelf, and calculated to make information precede any 
deciſion that might be neceffary. 
Some honourable gentlemen had affected to ridicule the idea of 

a trade from Ireland to the Eaſt, as impratticable for want of ca- 
pital, and as unprofitable and impolitic—the abſurdity of ſuch aſ- 
fertions was obvious to every man, and a complete anſwer to 
them all was contained in one word; namely, that he never 
dreamt of forcing Ireland to the trade if ſhe did not like it; his 
intention being but to ſhew what it was, and that it was in het 
power if ſhe did like it. 

- What a trade to the Eaſt is in a ſtate of adyancement the Eng- 
liſh Eaft India company he ſaid was ſufficient to ſhew.—That 
company poſſeſſed a trade whoſe imports into Great Britain 
amount to above a million and a half, and whoſe exports from 
Great Britain amount to above a million ſtetling; a territory in 
extent greater than any country in Europe except Ruſſia, and 
whoſe ſubjects are above 15,000,000 in number—that company 
whoſe revenue is three millions and a half—whoſe ſhipping is 
100,000 tons, and whoſe receipts amount to ſixteen per cent. on 
their capital, nine from trade and ſeven from territorial acquiſiti- 
on, as ſtated in 1781—He then proceed-d to ſtate the different 
commodities and various articles ex ported to India and imported 
trom thence— The imports conſiſted principally, he ſaid, of gold, 
diamonds, raw filk, drugs, pepper, arrack, porcelaine, ſalt- 
petre, and tea for home conſumption in Great Britain; and in 
wrought filks, unwrought ſilks, mutlins, callicoes, cottons 
other woven manufactures and piece goods, for fe-exportation. 
The exports from Great Britain, he ſaid, conſiſted of lead, hard- 
ware, quickfilver, filver bullion, copper, and woollen cloths: IN 
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was true, he ſaid, that the Britiſh Eaſt India company had the 


command of the trade of the territory they poſſeſſed in Bengal and 
in the peninſula of India, but the China trade was by no means 
under their power or controul, and that was not only a moſt im- 
portant branch of their trade, but one of the moſt advantageous 
in the Eat, He then went into a ſtatement of the China trade, 
ſupporting it by various facts, and arguing from the reſult of the 
com mutation act in Great Britain: He ſhewed that the import of 
tea into Ireland was above a million and a half of pounds weight 
annually z that to ſupply her own conſumption would employ, at 
the loweſt computation, of her own ſhipping to the amount of 
fifty thouſand tons, and would demand above two thouſand ſea- 
men to be reared for their uſe; beſides the vent of woollens and 
other articles of manufacture, he ſaid that if the great ſplendour 
and riches of the Britiſh Eaſt India company were ſufficient torouſe 
the ambition and fire the emulation of Ireland, ſhe would find her- 
ſelf much encouraged in her efforts to purſue the example it gave 
in the very moderate beginning and ſmall capital which marked its 
origin, -He ſbewed the origin of the companies ot Holland, 
France, &c. to have been all moderate, and that they were eſta- 
bliſbed not from any neceſſity arifing out of the trade for a com- 
pany, but to check by authority the eagerneſs and competition 
of individuals, by whom the trade, to the Eaſt was at its com- 
mencement carried on.— The capital of the Britiſh company, he 
ſaid, was no more, at its eſtabliſhment as a Chartered company by 
Queen Elizabeth, than 77, oool.— (a ſum equal to which was the 
other day ſubſcribed by individuals in this kingdom for eſtabliſh- 
ing a bank, whilſt many were diſappointed at not getting admiſſi- 
on as ſubſcribers) ; and for the adventures of which company at 
its commencement, the ſhips neceſſary were hired from the Hanſe 
towns z the Engliſh having no ſhips of ſize ſufficient for the under- 
king. — Gentlemen would therefore no longer, he hoped, be 
guilty of the folly of laughing at an Eaſtern trade as impracticable 

want of millions as a capital; if they did he would anſwer 
them further with the example of America at the preſent hour, 
from whence a trade was actually carried on with the Eaſt; and 
he would add that he had himſelf a knowledge of perſons, reſpec- 
table in character and integrity, with whom he had confer- 


ted, who were willing to undertake a China trade and bring the 


returns to Ireland. 
Here he muſt acquaint the Houſe that he did upon this ſubject 
25 at the Cuſtom-houſe to know whether an entry outward to 
e Eaſtward would be received, and he was ſorry to ſay that the 
anſwer given was not much calculated to encourage the trade of 
the country, It was ſaid © that a reply would be given to that 
queſtion when the entry ſhould be offered.” He ſaid he would 
Vor. VI. Dd 
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forbear making any comments on the anſwer or the authors of it, 
in the preſent ſtage of the buſineſs, : 

One thing there was, he ſaid, which ſtood in the way of this 
trade; but it was within the power of the Houſe ; and with them 
it remained to make ſuch deciſion as might be thought fitting, — 
He then ſhewed the prohibition annually enacted in the revenue 
bill againſt teas from any place but Great Britain, pointed out the 
clauſe and the time of commencement of this clauſe, in the 5th 
and 6th of the preſent King.— To this in a particular man- 
ner, he wiſhed to direQ the attention of the Houſe, and if he 
ſhould ſucceed in his motion of the day, he felt a confidence in 
the wiſdom of the Houſe that ſuch reſolutions would be adopted 
as would beſt conſult the intereſts of Ireland. He had but one 
word to add on the preſent moment—lt might be aſked why he 
had not brought forward this meaſure at an earlier period of the 
ſeſſion ? He had, he ſaid, forborne becauſe he thought it might 
have been injurious to the intereſts of Ireland to puſh it too 
early on; and becauſe he knew it could not be injurious to the 
rights of Ireland to withhold it ſo long—injurious to her intereſts 
it might have proved, ſince in its extent it comprehends the conſi- 
deration of prohibiting foreign fabrics in favour of home manu- 
ſactures, as is the caſe in Great Britain; which the inſidious miſ- 
conſtruction of inimical miniſters might have affected to ſee as an 
intended quarrel with Great Britain, or an indirect demand of 
reviving their inauſpicious and defeated adjuſtments between the 
kingdoms—the firſt of which imputations he moſt decidedly dil - 
avowed, and the latter of which he as decidedly reprobated— 
both theſe imputations he was anxious to avoid giving miniſtry 
any grounds for, hy giving them full time to declare their 
intentions in the Courſe of the ſeſſion on the general trade 
of the kingdom as well as on this particular trade—the delay, 
he ſaid, could not at the ſame time be in any degree injurious, as 
the rights of Ireland want no eſtabliſhment to-day ; there wants 
nothing but that the parliament of Ireland ſhould reviſe the law 
of Ireland in reſpect of teas, and conſider of the expediency of 
wearing foreign piece goods to the detriment of their own manu- 
ſactutes ; a compliment paid by Iceland, but which Great Britain te- 
futesto pay to her own Eaſt India company,—Afrter ſeveral accu- 
rate calculations in the courſe of his ſpeech, and much diſtinct in- 
formation appearing in every part of it, he moved, That it be au 
inſtruction to the grand committee for trade to fit on Monday 
next, to take into conſideration the importation of Eaſt India 
commodities, and report their opinion thereupon,” 


The CyHanceiLok or run ExcutqQuer,—The honour 
ble gentleman having given the Houle a vail deal of information, 
and with his uſual accuracy having ſhewed us what is to be er- 


pected from an Eaſt India trade, in my opiniong lays the belt 
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ground and furniſhes the beſt reaſon for not opening the commit- 
tee of trade on Monday, when it is probatle the Houſe will ad- 
Journ on Tueſday, 

As to the right of trading to the Eaſt, my honourable friend 
has proved that right by proving that we are not reftrained by 
our own laws. But the policy of engaging in ſuch a trade is the 
queſtion z and I believe every one will be able to judge of that 
who reflects that we have no manufacture or material which would 
find a market in India, and that we muſt deal for ready money 
only. How deſtruQtive ſuch a trade mult prove may be judged by 
the infinite miſchief which is done when Eaſt India Lips arrive 
upon our coaſt, and ſmuggle the commodities of the Eaſt, which 
are all articles of luxury, into this country, - 

I ſee an honourable gentleman [Mr. Griſfith] ready to riſe to 
oppoſe my reaſoning, but I think that honourable gentleman in 
his own perſon proves the advantage which this kingdom may re- 
ceive from the Engliſh Eaſt India company, even by perſons 
making large fortunes in their ſervice. 

The example of England, which undertook the Eaft India 
trade upon a very ſmall capital, I think a weak argument. 
2 that trade without a rival; we have the moſt 
powerful rival that ever exiſted in the mercantile world -e have 
a very ſmall capital - we have no ſhips— and, as I before obſerved, 
no article fit for the trade, but if we trade at all with India, muſt 
trade to a certain loſs. Indeed every company that has attempt- 
ed it, except the Britiſh, has miſcarried ; therefore as to the po- 
licy of ſuch an undertaking, I think it will not be very politic to 
undertake a diſtant unprofitable trade, when we are not able to 
— many very profitable branches of commerce almoſt at out 


Mr. Gz1iry1TH ſaid that every thing which had fallen from the 
night honourable gentleman who ſpoke laſt, convinced him of the 
neceſſity there was for going into the enquiry propoſed by the mo- 
tion before the Houſe. If a gentleman poſſeſſing the general infor- 
mation and abilities, which the Chancellor of the Exchequer cer- 
tainly poſſeſſed, appeared to be completely ignorant of the nature 
and extent of the Eaſt India trade, it could not be expected that 
the Houſe or the nation in general was ſufficiently informed upon 
the ſubject ; it was therefore expedient to enter upon an enquiry * 
— a matter of ſuch magnitude and importance to the intereſts of 

He ſaid before he entered upon the diſcuſſion of this buſineſs, he 
begged leave to aſſure the Houſe, that there was nothing farther 
from his thoughts than to propoſe any thing which could or ought to 
interrupt the friendſhip ſubliſting between Great Britain and Ire- 
land: nor was it his intention to ſuggeſt any meaſure that would 
prove injurious to the Eaſt _ 3 to whom he acknow- 
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ledged many obligations; he ſhould however have conſidered it ay 
a baſe deſertion of his duty to have ſuffered a ſubject of ſuch im- 
ortance, and upon which he ought to be well informed, to pats 
in ſilence. That as an independent repreſentative of an indepen- 
dent people it was incumbent on him, and every other man in that 
Houle, to ftate and to ſupport the intereſt of Ireland, without re- 
gard to any other conſideration whatſoever, —He ſaid he was hap- 
py to fee in his place a right honourable gentleman [Mr. Orde] 
who had diftinguithed himſelf in the parliament of England upon 
the ſubject of Eaſt India affairs ; if, therefore, he ſhould ſtate any 
thing which was not founded in fact, or which was even doubtful 
in the opinion of that right honourable gentleman, he hoped he 
would corre@ him. His honourable friend who had introduced 
the bufinefs, had cleared the ground by proving that no power on 
earth, except our own legiſlature, had a right to prevent our trad- 
ing to any part of the globe. Upon this part of the ſubject he 
ſhould make but one ſhort obſervation, that the monopoly of the 
Britiſh market, poſſeſſed by the Eaſt India Company, could not be 
pleaded in bar of our right to trade to the eaſt, as the laſt charter 
granted to that company, by the parliament of England, had been 
made after the independence of Ireland had been declared; and in- 
deed this was tacitly acknowledged by the neceſſity there was of 
inſerting an annual clauſe in the revenue bill, giving to the Eaſt 
India Company the monopoly of our market for tea. So far, 
therefore, he was glad to find that no negociation was neceſſary to 
eſtabliſh our right to trade to the eaſt, and if the legiſlature of Ire- 
land was inclined to maintain her independence with dignity, there 
was nothing wanting to the intereſts of this country which it was 
not in the power of parliament to beſtow z—gued petrs in te ef, 
ſhould be written in characters of gold on the dome of that Houſe, 
He ſaid that the right honourable the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer ſeemed to doubt the advantage, and even the poſlibility of our 
carrying ona commerce with the eaſt, as the Eaſt India Company 
would not let us trade to their ports; and great ſtreſs had alſo been 
laid upon our want of capital. In order to combat theſe argu- 
ments, if the Houſe would give him leave, he would in a very 
few words prove, firſt, that there was nothing in the power of the 
Eaſt Iadia Company to grant, in point of trade, which could be 
worth the acceptance of Ireland ; and, next, that a trade to Can- 
ton, in China, which was a free port, might be carried on to im- 
meunſe advantage, and to great extent, with a proportionably ſmall 
capital, or rather that it would ſupply a capital for itſelf; and this 
was the only trade which he would adviſe the merchants of Ireland 
to think of, 
With teſpect toa commerce with the ſettlements of the Eaſt In- 
dia Company, it was a matter well known to thoſe who were ac- 
quainted with the detail of this ſubject, that there was not a ſingle 
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article of trade the product and manufacture of any part of Bengal, 
Malabar, or Coromandel, (ſaltpetre alone excepted} by which the 
Eaſt India Company did not loſe from one to three, or three and a 
half per cent. and that a trade to theſe ſettlements was carried on 
for no other purpoſe than to ſerve as a medium to bring home the 
revenues of Bengal. The trade to China, however, ſtood upon 
different grounds, and if the Houſe would conſent to go into the 
enquiry, ſufficient documents would be produced to manifeſt the 
advantages of that trade, 

He faid that what he had advanced upon theſe ſubjects would be 
brought home to the conviction of the Houſe by ſtating a few 
fats. The French Eaſt India Company had failed twice, notwich- 
ſtanding every aſſiſtance from the government of France; and 
why ? Becauſe they contined their commerce to the weſtern parts 
of India, and had never traded with China, the principal products 
and manufactures of which country are not adapted to the con- 
ſumption of France. Tea is almoſt unknown in France—flk is 
poſſeſſed in abundance—and China earthen-ware is there prohibit- 
ed to be imported for the purpoſe of protecting their potteries.— 
The Swedes and Danes, on the contrary, carried on a very ad- 
vantageous trade to the eaſt, by wiſcly confining themſelves to a 
direct commerce with the port of Canton, the profits of which 
were ſo great, and the returns ſo certain, that the Swediſh and Da- 
niſh agents could obtain any money which they wanted for cheir 
homeward-bound cargoes, by granting bills on Europe, which bills 
were in ſuch good credit, that they were negociable on the ex- 
change of London twelve months before they were due; and the 
ſact is, ſaid he, that the Swedes and Danes carry on their trade by 
means of a capital which is thus ſupplied to them by the Eaſt India 
Company's ſervants and other merchants in India, who have 
ſcarce any other means of remitting their fortunes z and conſidetable 
remittances are allo made through the Swedes and Danes by cap- 
tains of Eaſt India ſhips, who carry out large cargoes to Bengal and 
Madras, but who find it more to their advantage to ſend the mo- 
ney produced by thole cargoes round to China, than to inveſt it in 
any of the produQts or manufactures of the Eaſt India Company's 
ſectlements.——From theſe premiſes three deductions might be fairly 
made: Firſt, that Ireland wanted nothing from the Eaſt India 
Company. Secondly, that to far as the conſumption of Ireland 
went in tea, earthenware, and filk, a trade to China would be * 
greatly advantageous, inſomuch that it would give us thole arti- 
cles cheaper than we have them at preſent ; that it would employ 
four or five ſhips of one thouſand tons each z that the outfuting of 
thoſe ſhips, the woollen cloths, copper and lead, which * 
would export from Ireland, would be of infinite advantage 
to our manufaQtures; and laſtly, that the capital neceilary 
for the carrying on of this commerce would be proportionabty 
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| (mall in compariſon of the extent of the trade, as that capital 
would be greatly aſſiſted by means of the remittances already men- 
tioned. And in reſpe to a capital for the out- fitting of this trade, 
he could take upon him to aſſure the Houſe, that offers had been 
made to him by ſome very wealthy and conſiderable people in 
England, to enter into a direct trade between China and Ireland, 
whenever parliament ſhould think proper to repeal the clauſe in the 
revenue bill, which prohibits the importation of tea into this 
country from every part of the world, except Great Britain. 

He ſaid that in the firſt diſcuſſion of a ſubje& of ſuch magni- 
tude, it was impoſlible to go into a detail, but if the Houſe ſuffer- 
ed the enquiry to proceed, he did not doubt but that he ſhould be 
able to manifeſt it to the underſtanding of every man, that great 
private profit, and conſiderable national benefit would accrue from 
a direct trade to China,—He repeated that he conſidered it as his 
duty to ſtate the matter fairly to the Houſe ; at the ſame time he 
was of opinion a mode might be adopted in this buſineſs, which 
would ſecure to Ireland all the advantages ſhe could propoſe to 
herſelf by a trade to China, without injuring the intereſts of the 
Eaſt India Company that if he could propoſe ſuch a plan, he 
did not doubt but it would meet with the approbation of that 
Houſe ; the preſent was not the proper ſtage of the buſineſs to 
propoſe it. He would however ſuggeſt to gentlemen an outline of 
the idea; it was, by an act prohibiting the importation into Ire- 
land of any goods, the growth, product or manufacture of the 
Eaſt Indies or China, after the expiration of the year 1788, ex- 
cept in ſhips which had been freighted and fitted out from Ireland. 
If ſuch an act were to paſs the parliament of Ireland this ſeſſion, a 
petition from the Eaſt India Company would be preſented at the 
bar on the firſt day of the next ſeſſion, praying to be allowed the 
excluſive privilege of carrying on the trade between Iteland 
and China on terms of the act, and perhaps offering a revenue to 
the crown for that privilege. 


. The CyanctLLok of THE ExcHequUEx faid he had proſeſ- 
ſed his want of information on the ſubject then under debate, there 
was therefore no occaſion for the honourable gentleman to upbraid 
him with ignorance. But if he was ignorant before, he was not 
ſuffered long to remain in that ignorance ; a light had ſhined upon 
his darkneſs from the honourable gentleman, who had not put 
his candle under a buſhel, but diſplayed its full luſtre in proving 
the advantage and practicability of a meaſure, by ſhewing that it 
had conſtantly failed, and offering, as an inducement to undertake 
it, the hiſtory of all whom it had ruined. 

The honourable gentleman, ſaid he, bas ſtated that the Danes 
and Swedes carry on a fort of clandeſtine trade, by which they 
get home tea for the purpole of ſmuggling into England, I own 
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if the commutation act did not ſtand as an inſurmountable barrier, 
that this is a ſpecies of traffic I would be far from recommending 
to my countrymen z but the regulations of that act have for ever 
put an end to it. I thought I could. have ſtated to the honourable 

ntleman the ſeveral duties and drawbacks to which the Eaſt In- 
Ga commodities are liable; alſo the various acts of parliament for 
regulating the Eaſt India trade, and I even hoped to he able to de- 
duce from theſe, and the hiſtory of the trade itſelf, ſome arguments 
to prove that we have more advantage in taking goods from the 
company, by which they loſe, than we would have in trading our- 
ſelves z but as I find J am ignorant in theſe matters, and as 
it would be impoſſible for me to be prepared by Monday next, I 
muſt oppoſe the committee fitting, and endeayour to poltpone the 
buſinels till I get more information. : 


Mr. BERESTORD.— An honourable gentleman has ſlated, that 
two or three years ago, when this ſubje& was agitated, the right 
of Ireland to trade to any part of the Eaſt Indies was denied.—1 
believe he alludes to what fell at that time from me.—He muſt do 
me the juſtice to confeſs that I never made ſuch a ſpeech. I knew 
that Ireland had reſtrained herſelf by her own laws, in certain in- 
ſtances z and I think what we have now heard has proved the good 
policy of choſe laws. 

The honourable gentleman at that time ſtated that we had a 
right to receive the commodities of Aſia through the medium of 
France, or any other foreign country, and to trade to China for 
tea ; and that he hoped to fee a ſhip fitted out for that commodity 
before the next ſeſſion. I ſaid I hoped he would not, as there 
were laws to prevent ſuch a trade, which laws the honourable 
gentleman has now ſtated as to tea 3 and as to bringing the goods 
of Aſia from foreign European ſtates, I chink the navigation laws 
ſtand in our way.— In ſhort, I ſaid we could not trade directiy 
with the Eaſt Indies, becauſe the property being in people who 
would not trade with us; it was impoſſible that we could trade 
directly with European nations in theſe goods, becauſe that the 
navigation law prevented us; and that tea being the protitable 
trade to China we could not trade there for that commodity ſo 
long as our revenue laws prohibited the import from any place, 
Great Britain only excepted. 

I have learned nothing upon the whole of what the honourable 
gentleman has with ſo much labour, and after ſuch long prepara- 
tion, laid before the Houſe, but this—that we cannot trade with 
any advantage to the Eaſt Indies, or any of the eaſtern parts of 
Aſa, except to China for tea. 

If, therefore, the trade was free from every impediment of laws, 
I would not be an advocate for carrying it on, for the beſi reajon 


that it is poſſible to alledge, becaule it is confeſſed, and is be) ond a 


pollibility of doubt, that it is a loſing trade. 
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I agree then in this with an honourable 1 who ſpoke 
laſt, that the trade carried on by the Eaſt India Company is a 
loſing trade; and I have always underſtood that their reaſon for 
continuing to carry it on at a loſs, as to the trade, is the opportu- 

nity it gives of inveſting the territorial revenues of the company 
in commodities gf the caſt, and bringing them home to England, 
The territorial revenues of the company amount as I underſtand 

to 4,000,080. yearly, which can be brought home perhaps in no 
other way; they may afford to loſe by the trade if they ſave more 
by the exchange than they loſe by the trade, But how are 
we to carry on ſuch a trade? How are we to bear a loſs of three 
one-half per cent, which is the loſs the honourable gentlemau has 
ſtated to be on the trade? We have no territorial revenues to 
bring home, neither have we any kind of goods to ſend out 
which would go to a proper market in the eaſt. 

It has been ſtated that the Swedes and 'the Danes carry on an 
advantageous trade to China for teas, almoſt without capital, by 
receiving the inveſtments of the Britiſh company's ſervants in In- 
dia, for which they give bills negociable on the exchange of Lon- 
don, the diſpoſing of thoſe inveſtments in China, and taking teas 
from thenc2 to Europe; and finally, the gentleman might have 
ſaid, felling them to perſons who ſmuggle them into England. 
This has already been fully anſwered by my right honourable 

friend near me, who has ſhewn that the only inducement theſe 
companies had for adopting that commerce was for the purpoſe of 
ſmuggling into Great Britain and Ireland. It was alſo ſtated, that 
Ireland imports a million and an half pounds weight of tea annu- 
ally. | 
Without making any obſervation on the want of fidelity in the 
Britiſh company's ſervants, who are ſaid to furniſh theſe capitals 
to deſtroy the company's trade, to all this I anſwer—That ſup- 
poſing, what I never will admit, that any man amongſt us could 
be fo bale as to deſire to follow ſuch a trade for the purpoſe of 
ſmuggling, yet by the wiſe regulations of the Britiſh commutati- 
on act that trade is now at an end, and the Daniſh and Swcdilh 
companies muſt ſink, The reaſon of Ireland's importing ſo great 
a quantity as a million and an half pounds of tea, was that a great 
part thereof was ſmuggled back to England, where the duty was 
twenty-two one-half per cent. greater than here z but this temp- 
tation being now removed, I venture to predict that the quantity 
imported will diminiſh. The fame cauſe which knocked up the 
_ Swediſh and Daniſh companics will put an end to this exceſs of 
importation. g ; 

But it ſeems that the French Eaſt India Companies have been 
repeatedly reduced to bankruptcy, notwithitanding the utmoſt aid 
of the court oi France; and therefore we are to embark in a trade 
without ſhips, without Capital, without territory, without forts, 
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without harbours, which France has found it impoſſible to purſue 
with any advantage, notwithſtanding ſhe had all theſe advantages, 
and moreover ſuch powerful aid—{ Spoke acroſs the Horſe, to any 
place but China.) Well then to China. How are we to carry on 
this trade to China? What are tl e articles we are to ſend there? 
Upon what capital, or what means are we to contend again{t a 


company that trades upon a ſtoc of many millions, who have all 


the goods and manufactures of the various countries of the Laſt 
Indies to carry to China, to diſpoſe of them to advantage and 
bring home tea? The Eaſt India company of Great Britain may 
atiord to fell teas at a loſs, becauſe they have thereby an opportu- 
nity of bringing home the revenue of the Eaſt Indies; and if ſhe 
can by ſo doing underſell every nation in Europe, what chance 
have we of contending ſucceſsfully againſt her? Where are our 
territorial revenues, our ſettlements, our forts, or where ſhould 
we be able to harbour in the eaſt? Every nation in Europe has 
advantages over us; ſhe underſells them all; how then are we 
able to contend with her ? 

It was urged as an argument in favour of dur undertaking this 
trade, that the captains of the Eaſt India ſhips, who are allowed 
to bring home goods freight free, to a certain amount of tonnage, 
always chuſe to relinquiſh this privilege and come home empty, 
becauſe on Eaſt India goods they mult trade to a loſs, except 
when by touching at China, or any other means they can fill up- 
their freightage with tea. Surely this is the moſt concluſive argu- 
ment that poſlibly can be urged againſt our engaging in the Laſt 
India trade ; for if thoſe gentlemen, exempted from the charge of 
freight, and enjoying the beneſit and protection of the company's 
forts, eſtabliſhments and influence, decline a trade which expeti- 
ence has ſhewn them to be injurious, (except as to China, from 
which the commutation act has taken the eventual advantage of 
imuggling, and in which Britain can evidently underſcll us) it 
would be madneſs in us to undertake it without any gdvantage.— 
An honourable gentleman [Mr. Griffith] has propoſed an ar- 
rangement, which he ſuppoſes will reconcile both countries, and 
ſecure this trade to us, viz. that we ſhould prohibit the import of 
all Eaſt India goods, except ſuch as are brought in directly in 
Iriſh ſhips.— How this is to reconcile the Eaſt India company I 
really do not ſee, but I imagine the bare ſtating the propoſition is 
ſuffcient to convince the Houle that it would have the very con- 
trary effect. 

I have only one word more to ſay as to the queſtion, whether 
an entry to China would be admitted by the commitilioners of 
the revenue? I think the anſwer given by the officer applied to, 
was a proper one, and I ſhould myſelf give the fame, I he board 
of commiilioners are not a beard to anſwer queſtions of law, they are 
not more omuucient than other people, and therefore, 1 believe, 
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they would decline giving any anſwer to ſuch a queſtion until the 
entry was offered ; they would then take the advice of his Majet- 
ty's principal law officers, and by that advice they would certain- 
ly act. 


Mr. Cod vNGHAM informed the Houſe, that when he was in 
Holland, a ſhort time fince, it had fallen under his obſervation 
that the tea trade from that country was totally annihilated by 
the commutation act of England, and that inſtead of merchants 
being ready there to embark in ſuch a trade, though letters had 
been received from Gottenburgh that the ſales of tea were going 
to begin, no body ſtirred, no body attended to them, and it was 
evident to all men that the Daniſh and Swediſh'companies, whoſe 
great dependence had formerly been the ſmuggling into England, 
muſt now be undone, Every one ſaw the folly of a competition 
with England, the moment ſhe had taken the wiſe meaſure of pre- 
venting her own ſubjects from being the encouragers of ſmug- 
lers. 
- He alfo gave an account of the Imperial Company, eſtabliſhed 
under the direQion of Count Rolli. They had been unable 
to ſell their tea, and poor Count Rolli was become a bank- 
rupt, notwithſtanding the aſſiſtance of the Imperial Company,— 
He concluded his account with a ſketch of the hiſtories of the 
French companies, who were alſo become bankrupts in this trade, 
inſomuch that the people of that kingdom had petitioned the crown 
to permit the Britih Eaſt India Company to furniſh France with 
the commodities of the Eaſt, in conſequence whereof a contract 
had, by the French Eaſt India Company, been entered into with 
that of Britain; and from the whole he inferred, that ſo many 
great and powerful companies, ſupported not only with the ac- 
cumulated wealth of many opulent individuals, but with public 
treaſure of their reſpective nations, and yet having failed in at- 
tempting to maintain a trade with India, it would be unwiſe in 
Ireland to tenounce riches at her door in purſuit of ſuch adven- 
tures. 


Mr. Mason ſaid he had but little knowledge in the Eaſt India 
trade, until the honourable gentleman [Mr. Griffith] had inſtruct- 
ed him. He had told the Houſe that there was no occaſion for 
a capital, and that he had letters frem ſeveral opulent merchants 
who were ready to furniſh one. Of theſe arguments, ſurely one 
was unneceſſary, and from the honourable gentleman's ſtatement 
it muſt be the Jatter; for it ſeems the ſhips of Ireland were to go 
to India, where they were to get money from the company's ſer- 
vants on bills negociabie on the exchange of London. This money 
they were to Carry to China, and there they were to buy tea, 
which they were to bring home. He thought when the gentle- 
men ſo earneſtly urged this trade, they propoſed to take off tome 
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of the manufaQures or commodities of Ireland, but this tea trade 


was, it ſeems, to be Carried on for ready money only—an idea 
too ridiculous. 


Sir HencuLes Lanerisae ſaid that when he conſidered the 
able ſpeech made by his honourable friend on the ſubject of an 
Eaſt India trade for Ireland, it made him recollect an opinion of 
Sterne, that Cappadocia, and Pontus, and Aſia, was as good 
a text as any in the bible to preach upon,“ but when a motion is 
made in parliament, it was natural before it was agreed to to aſk— 
is it neceſſary? or is it likely to be uſeful? 

Is this motion neceſſary ?—No. It aſſerts or vindicates no right 
that is diſputed.—Is it likely to be uſeful No. It promiſes no 
trade that is likely to be either profitable or practicable. I am ſure 
no man is raſh enough to diſpute the national rights of Ireland, 
and I ſhould think no man would be romantic enough to talk at 
this day of a trade to the Eaſt for Ircland. If the honourable 
member is of a different opinion, he knows very well if he has 
twenty commiſſions in his pocket from the town of Newry, for 
the Emperor of China, or the Sophy of Perſia, if the laws of this 
country do not prohibit the trade he may forward his orders; and 
if they do, he cannot expect, at this period of the ſeſſion at leaſt, 
that we ſhould repeal thoſe laws z therefore, from his own argu- 
ments, conſidered any way, his motion is unneceſſary, 

But let his notions of liberty or of commerce be ever ſo exten- 
five, he muſt confefs there never was a country that did not think 
it neceſſary to place boundaries to both; and as for an Eaſt India 
trade, there is not a nation in Europe that did not appropriate it 
to an excluſive company; and until we can eſtabliſh an Eaſt India 
company of our own, we muſt, like the reſt of his Majeſty's ſub- 
jects, conform to the charter and monopoly of the Eaſt India 
company of England, He ſaid that it was an accommodation 
naturally growing out of our connection with, and relation to 
Great Britain; that though it was a matter that rig':t perhaps may 
not claim, it was a matter that prudence would recommend ; 
that the letter of ſome of our laws, and the ſpirit of all had recog- 
nized and enjoined it, and by the force of duties we had given 
the ſame monopolies to the Britiſh Plantations in the Well, by 
temporary laws, he admitted. He ſaid he would not depreciate 
the rights of Ireland; that he knew we had a right to trade with 
any independent nation in the univerſe, as well beyond the Cape 
of Good Hope as on this fide of it; that we may engage in com- 
merce with China, and India, and Perſia, and japan; that we 
may form commercial treaties with the Great Mogul (if he be diſ- 
engaged) the King of Bantam, the Nabob of Arcott, or the Rajah 
of Biſenpour z or we may form connections inthe deſarts of Ara ia, 
but all the ſe treaticy, wa all cheſe projects are but dreams and de- 
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lufions—the plunder of the Eaſt is pre-occupied, perhaps exhauſt. 
ed, and the practice of every nation in Europe will ſhew you, 
hat it is a trade which can only be carried on by excluſive com- 
panies ; and the condition of thoſe companies will ſhew you, that 
though their ſervants may have amaſſed great wealth, the trade in 
neral has not been advantageous to themſelves or their country, 
he molt proſperous the honourable member has named, is that 
of Sweden, which he confeſſes never ſends out an article of their 
owth or manufacture. In England it is a prodigal return of luz- 
uries and ſuperfluities, contending with, and controlling their own 
manufactures, two thirds of the price of which is ſent out in 
bullion. 

It is true, Sir, however, that it may be ſuch a thing, as being 

ſſeſſed of, no nation can venture to ſurrender, yet perhaps the 
wiſeſt may wiſh they had never undertaken it. 

The Eaſt India company of England trade on a capital of ſeven 
or eight millions; they pay an army of 10,000 Europeans and 
56,000 ſeapoys; and after all are beholden for their exiſtence to 
the co-operation of a Britiſh fleet of twenty ſhips of war; yet ſtill 
this company ſubſiſts on their revenues, and not on their trade. 

To ſuch a commerce would Ireland at this day aſpire if ſhe 
could !—or could ſhe if ſhe would I In Great Britain it has grown 
to be part of the reſources of the ſtate; it has in a manner added 
twelve millions of people to the empirez it has become a part 
of the common ſtrength, which as we value the power of her 
protection we are intereſted to ſupport, I do not wiſh the ho- 
nourable member to relinquiſh any claim, to weaken any rights, 
or to obſcure any projects of benefit to his country; but I would 
not have him betray his countrymen from the natural progres of 
their induſtry, by premature and impraQticable ſchemes. 

My honourable friend has lately, I hear, embarked in ſome 
Eaſt Indian enterprize, in which he knows if the yoyage be un- 
dertaken, and a return accompliſhed, it will be a loling game 
to him; and he may be as — aſſured that any national enter- 
prize at this day to the ſame countries will be alſo a loſing game 
to the nation. Let Ireland follow her arts, her manufactutes, her 
agriculture, and her induſtry, and leave eaſtern projects to the 
raſhneſs, and the whim, and reſtleſſneſs of overgrown wealth. 


Mr. Coax, in reply to Sir Hercules Langriſhe, ſaid he fincere- 
ly hoped that the fafe return of his friend [Mr. Whaley, with 
whom Mr. Corry was faid to have made a bet about his going 
to viſit the Eaſt Indies] would make his own enterprize in an Eaſt 
India import, prove a loſing one to himſelf, 


| Mr. Gxryr1TH complained that all he had ſtated had been 
miſunderſtood, or miſrepreſented, but upon the whole, he re- 
joiced that the queſtion had come into debate, as it had given gen- 
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tlemen on all ſides an opportunity of declaring, that the right of 
Ireland to trade to the eaſt, wheneyer ſhe found it convenient, 
was unqueſtioned, 


Mr. BEAESToRD.—!I beg pardon of the Houſe for riſing again, 
but hope they will excuſe me, as it is only to make a ſingle ob- 
ſervation on the debate which has juſt now paſſed. I am 
very happy the honourable gentleman did introduce this ſub- 
ject, becauſe it has ſhewn in the cleareſt manner to the public, 
the propriety and neceſſity there was in the laſt parliament to 
have ſeriouſly and ſoberly entered into a full inveſtigation of the 
commercial bill, by receiving, committing and debating every 
clauſe of it; which muſt now be evident from this, that one 
of the great objections made againſt the ſyſtem contained in it was, 
that the negociators had given up the rights and intereſts of this 
nation, by agreeing to an excluſive right in the Eaſt India com- 
pany.to trade from the Cape of Good Hope to the Streights of 
Magellan, thereby depriving this country of the great and lucra- 
tive trade ts the Eaſt Indies, &c. Now what has appeared in the 
courſe of this debate from the mouths of the very gentlemen who 
were ſo loud and ſo ſanguine in the praiſes of this trade? Why, 
that England, with all her advantages, carries it on at a loſs of 35 
per cent. and that Ireland could not poſſibly have any part of it ; 
ſo that the public may now ſee that fo ſoon as the very firſt of the 
objections which were made to this ſyſtem came to be examined, 
thoſe objections have vaniſhed, and appear to have been raiſed 
either through ignorance, or with a deſign to miſlead the public, 
and to make them reject a ſyſtem which when they ſball coolly 
conſider, I am conkdent they will moſt gladly adopt; and I have 
no doubt but that the time will ſoon come when the public will ſee 
who were molt their friends, the adminiſtration of the two countries, 
who were willing to grant them an equal trade with Great Britain 
on equitable principles, or thoſe gentlemen in both countries who, 


-" I ſhall not ſtate, petſuaded them not to accept of that 
yſtem. 


The queſtion was then put on Mr. Corry's motion, and it paſ- 
ſed in the negative. 


The Houſe then reſolved itſelf into a * FE to take into 
conſideration the ſtate of the inland navigations in this kingdom, 


Mr. Maſon in the chair, when the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
propoſed ſeveral reſolutions. | 


The committee reported that they had come to ſome reſolu- 
tions, which the Houle agreed to receive on Monday. 
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Monpay, Arz1L 3, 1786. 


The Houſe reſolved itſelf into a committee on the bill for ſecur- 
ing the perſons, houſes, and properties of vicars, rectors, and 
curates, actually reſident within their reſpective pariſhes, 


Lord LutTTztLL.—lI think this ought rather to be called a bill 
for inſuring the perſons, &c. &c. of vicars, rectors and curates, 
No man feels more horror than I do at the barbarities that have 
been practiſed againſt them; no man would go farther to puniſh 
the perpetrators of thoſe barbarities z but my zeal would not car- 
ry me ſo far as to puniſh innocent men. I cannot agree to the aſ- 
ſertion in the preamble of the bill, that theſe exceſſes ariſe from 
want of exertion in the pariſhioners ; they ariſe from want of ex- 
ertion in the magiſtrates, from the mere nen-entity of the civil 
power, and from the abſence of the great land owners; and there- 
fore I cannot agree to the preamble, which declares the pariſhioners 
guilty.— What all—all—even the clerk and the ſexton: I think it 
is going a great deal too far. It is an odd mode for the legiſlature 
ro declare people guilty without any inquiry, and then to puniſh 
them for being guilty. It is giving a dog a bad name and then 
hanging him. 

1 own I would wiſh ſome proof, not of the barbarities 3; they are 
too obvious, but that the pariſhioners are in fault, before I would 
punith them; if they are guilty, a flight fine is not ſufficient pu- 
niſnment; and this is downright compounding felony by act of 
parliament. It is felony to rob, to break houſes, to burn corn, to 
chalk or maim; there are laws in force againſt all theſe crimes, and 
if fo, why would you let go the offender, and puniſh the pariſh? 


The SecxeTARY OF STATE faid that though the honourable 
gentleman was uſed to make his approaches in a very regular man- 
ner in his own profeſſion, he happened to be a little eccentric in 
the profeilion of law-making, by debating the preamble of the 
bill nrſt, which, with its title, was always poſtponed till the laſt ; 
he had no doubt of his honourable and warm feelings z and though 
he had paid every degree of reſpe& to the honourable general, 
which a knowledge of his worth could command, he thought the 

d which in a former debate he had ſhewa for a parſon's noſe 
ſomewhat ſingular; but perhaps this regard aroſe from his conũ- 
dering it a part which men are liable to loſe, not only in the de- 
fence of their country, but in leſs glorious wars. 

| he honourable general, continued he, ſays it is from the want 
of exertion in the magiſtrates that theſe enormities proceed ; and 
he calls for facts to prove the pariſhioners are to blame. Had he 
attended an examination where I was preſent, he would have ſeen 
it clearly proved, by clergymen of undoubted veracity, that the 
parilhioners are in fault, and that their anger is not againſt the 
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proteſtant clergy only, but the Romiſh clergy alſo heve fallen un- 


der their diſpleaſure. The fact is, that the exceſſes are generally 
committed by the lower order of the pariſhioners, through the 
want of exertion in the higher ; but by making the pariſh liable to 
the damage, you go to the root of the evil.. 

The Secretary of State then proceeded to ſhew, that the 
principal of his bill was already adopted in many laws. He alſo 
informed the committee that he intended to improve the bill, by 
making the civil bill, which a clergyman ſuffering in his perſon or 
goods was enabled to bring againſt the pariſh, triable by a ſpecial 
jury, choſen out of a pannel of twenty-four ten- pound freehol- 
ders, which the ſheriff ſhould be bound to produce. As to the 
quantum of the damage, he alſo intended to limit that to 100l. 
and with thoſe improvements, he hoped the bill would be deemed 
unexceptionable, 

It had been ſaid that judges were generally in ſo much haſte, 
that civil bills were ſeldom tried with that deliberation that was 
due to juſtice, He hoped it was not ſo; if it was, it ought to 
be reformed. He remembered when civil bills were tried with 
as much ſolemnity as ever the cauſe of Hume and Loftus had been. 
He remembered a circumſtance of that able and honeſt lawyer, 
Judge Singleton, which was ſo much to his honour, and fo good 
an example to others, that he could not refrain from relating it.— 
The learned judge had fat in court, at an aſſize, till between four 
and five o'clock in the morning trying civil bills; juſt as the court 
broke up, and he was coming out, he heard a poor woman lament- 
ing that ſhe muſt be ruined by a bill for three or four pounds 
which was left untried ; he immediately turned back, and with 
equal patience and humanity fat attentively to hear every thing 
that could be offered on either ſide, and then made his deciſion. 

My intention in this bill, faid the Secretary, is to make the pa- 
riſhioners the guardians of the public peace, from one end of the 
kingdom to the other. | 


Mr. Bus ne.!“ beg leave to remind the noble general, that he 
himſelf, very much to his honour, introduced a bill upon the very 
principle of that now under debate; I mean the very humane 
and ſenſible bill for the relief of perſons houghed. | 

The noble general ſays, this may be called an inſurance bill; 
I think it may; and what is all civil ſociety but an inſurance of. 
the lives — properties of men againſt the unreſtrained violence 
of ſavage nature? The principle of the bill is as old as Alfred the 
great z and, as I have ſaid, has been very properly adopted by the 
general himſelf, I think it is rather a bill of prevention than of 
puniſhment, for when the 27 foel that their miſchieſs are ſall- 


ing on themſelves, they will abſtain from them. 
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Lord LuTTxELL.—1 hope it never will be thought J ſpeak 
of the maiming of any perſon but with indignation and horror, 
The right honourable gentleman, by way of getting into my 
ſtile, as he has pleaſed to declare, has given us a chapter upon 
noſes, and infinuates ſomething as to the danger of loſing them 
in wars in which ] am ſure none of the clergy ever engage; and 
if neither they nor the right honourable gentleman engage in theſe 
wars, then the inſinuation does not apply. | 

But to ſpeak to the bill. I think no commutation ought to 
be made no reſiitution can be made for maiming or disfigurin 
any man. A friend of mine, a few days ſince, after riding — 
Urlingford early in the morning, overtook beyond that town a 
perſon who proved to be a clergyman, riding ſeemingly in pain, 
with his head muffled to a monſtrous ſize, and bound over with a 
napkin. My friend addreſſed him, being a very compaſſionate 
man, and enquired what was the matter. Ah! Sir, ſaid he, did 
you not fee, as you rode through that town, two ears and a cheek 
nailed to a polt? I did, ſaid my friend. They were mine, the 
clergyman replied, Now, vir, I defire to know how a jury could 
aſſeſs adequate damages for a perſon treated in this manner? The 
land of the whole pariſh would not be ſufficient, and therefore I 
ſay the idea of commutation for ſuch barbarities is paltry and in- 
jurious, as people thinking the law ſatisfied by a fine, will be apt 
to let offenders eſcape. | will therefore in its proper place pro- 
poſe, that wherever the offender is brought to condign puniſhment 
in fix months after his offence, the variſh ſball be exempted from 
the fine. This will induce the pariſhioners to ſeek after the offen- 
ders, as well as to prevent offences. 


Mr. Dzxnni1s DaLy.—As the title and preamble of a bill are 
always deſigned to relate to and expreſs the proviſions it contains, 
it is neceflary thoſe proviſions ſhould firſt be, decided upon before 
the title and preamble are formed, 

] agree with the right honourable general, that in ſuch a caſe as 
he has ſtated, the whole land of a pariſh would not be an adequate 
recompence to the ſufferer ; but as the fine is intended rather as a 
puniſhment to the pariſhioners for not preventing, than as a tecom- 
pence to the injured party, my right honourable friend has de- 
clared his intention of limiting it to one hundred pounds. 

As to the bill ſo very properly introduced by the noble lord, 
1 do not think even that has any advantage over the preſent bill; 
that leaves the matter to be preſented by a grand jury; the pre- 
ſent bill requires that it be tried by a ſpecial jury, I do not, 
however, look upon the prefent bill as a complete, an effeQual 
meaſure, I conſider it only as a temporary expedient, or rather 
a declaration of the ſentiments of parliament, which in future 
felons will, 1 hope, adopt a ſy ſtem that muſt quiet all perſons, 
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Mr. MonTcowmery, (of Donegal) ſaid he had ſo many objec- 
tions to the bill, that he did not know where to begin: The firſt 
and moſt obvious was, the ſtrange manner and unuſual ſeaſon in 
which it was brought in, without any examination or proof of its 
neceſſity, It might, he ſaid, be calculated for ſome counties, but 
he was ſure it was not for that to which he belonged, for there there 
was no diſturbanee. He complained that it totally aboliſhed and 
laid aſide the authority of grand juries, that it ſeemed calculated 
to oppreſs and drive tof extremity thoſe who are already difturb- 
ed, and to diſturb thoſe who are now quiet; perhaps it was ſo 
deſigned—he was not politic enough to know—but there were ſo 
many Engliſh intereſts that it was hard to gueſs. He aſſerted that 
nothing could be more grievous than the exactions and extortions 
of the elergy and their proctors, and hoped that the people might 
not be irritated by a bill for puniſhing them; that it might be de- 
ferred until the wiſdom of parliament ſhould adopt ſome method 
of relieving them from their burdens. | 


Sir JouN BLaquiere—lt is impoſſible that any gentleman 
ſhould wiſh that after having gone ſo far, you ſhould declare to 
the injured clergy, you have nothing to hope from the protection 
of parliament, you are to be given up to the mercileſs hands of 
the rioters, your enraged oppretfors. The right honourable 
mover of the bill does not ſay it goes to an effectual redreſs, 
but it certainly goes a great way; and until effectual redreſs can 
be deviſed, this bill ought to be adopted. 


Mr. Worre.—lf it was the laſt breath of the ſeſſion it ſhould 
be uſed for the protection of the clergy, and of the laws and con- 
ſtitution of the country ; for when we ſpeak of the clergy, we 
ſhould conſider them as embodied in the ſtate; as whenever the 
hierarchy falls, the ſtate of Ireland is overturned. 

It has been ſaid we ſhould make enquiry and examine wit- 
neſſes to the neceſſity of this bill, Is there a man who does not 
know the violences that have been uſed to prevent the collection 
of tythes in the ſouthern part of this kingdom ? That public 
proclamations againſt the payment of 1 have been poſted in 
market towns, denguncing the ſevereſt puniſhments againſt any 
who ſhould dare to pay or receive tythes ? Is it not alto known, 
that the perſons who have ſuffered the moſt by the cruelty and. 
depredation of inturgents were not all, perhaps, or any of them 
extortioners, bur ſome of them certainly the very beſt and moſt 
liberal of mankind, yet the exertions of government, and all the 
rewards held out, have proved ineffectual ?—It has been ſaid that 
ſome have miſconduQted themſelves—l very much doubt this aſ- 
ſertion z but if they have, is it parliamentary or wiſe to ſay that 
the bands of ſociety ſhould be broken aſunder, and that rioters 
ſhould be made judges and ys om But though the charge of 
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extortion has been ſo boldly made againſt the clergy, upon the beſt 
enquiry that I have been able to make, I find that it is unfounded. 
] requeſt gentlemen will recollect that the tythes in ſeveral places 
are in the hands of the laity, and perhaps upon enquiry it will 
be found that the moſt oppreſſive exaction is where tythes are in 
lay hands. I have received a caſe drawn with the utmoſt art and 
ingenuity, in which is, I think, every poſſible queſtion that the 
wit of man could deviſe, to draw from me an opinion how tythes 
may be evaded. There is indeed a general diſpoſition to oppoſe 
the payment of the clergy's dues, and it will ad that they 
are much more frequently oppreſſed than oppreſſors. Yet gentle- 
men ſhould conſider, that fo long as there is any pretence of reli» 
gion in the country, the clergy are ſet apart for a particular duty 
they cannot engage in any other line of life the tythes are ſet 
apart for their maintenance, and they certainly have as much right 
to the one-tenth of the land, as the poſſeſſor in fee has to the other 
nine-tenths in rent, The clergy are employed by the ſtate, and if 
they ſuffer in the ſervice of the ſtate, they have as much right to 
protection and redreſs as the maimed ſoldier, protected by the bill 
of the noble lord. 

The principle of the bill is founded upon the beſt of our laws, 

the Saxon law, which is, that each diſtrict ſhall be anſwerable for 
the preſervation of its own peace z and I cannot conclude without 
pointing out the diſtinguiſhed propriety of referring the deciſion in 
cafe of trial where a clergyman muſt be conſidered as plaintiff, and 
the parith defendant, to a ſpecial, rather than grand jury, as the 
former can try and hear evidence wive wece in open court, a prac- 
tice from which the latter are precluded ; and this ſuit being in the 
nature of an action of debt, I inſiſt it is the peculiar province of a 
petit- jury. 
Mr. MasoN.— Though I do not think this bill fufficient to an- 
ſwer the end propoſed, yet I wiſh to have it paſſed, as an antidote 
to the poiſon of ſome declarations which 1 have heard, that the 
extortions of the clergy fent 100,000 perſons to America, and 
were the cauſe of the whiteboys in Munſter. 

It is ſaid the clergy are extortioners, but I ſay they do not re - 
ceive the one half of what the law allows them; and if they do 
not exceed that which is lawful, they cannot come under the name 
of extortioners. 

Sir, the bill before you tends as much to preſerve the propetty 
of laymen as clergymen. If the inſurgents ſucceed in their oppo- 
ſition to tythes, their next attack will be upon rents. Gentlemen 
in the county of Kilkenny can bear „ this truth from ex- 
perience. The whiteboys in that country firſt began with oppoſ- 
ing tythes 3 no perſon gave himſelf any trouble about them; they 
then proceeded to prevent the payment of rents, and for years a 
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landlord could not diftrain a tenant in that county, or ſet his lands 
but according to the will of the whiteboys. At laſt, unuſed te 
oppoſition, they broke into the houſe of a gentleman, and mur- 
dered him. People then ſaw the danger, they thought it ap- 
proached too near, they rouzed and exerted themſelves and the 
whiteboys were ſuppreſſed. 


Sir FxeDerRICK FLooD faid that though he by no means 
thought it a neceſſary bill at this time, as there were laws exiſting 
ſufficient to maintain the rights and ſecure the properties of the 
clergy, if they are carried into execution as they ſhould be, yet he 
was clear that the bill being preſented to, and debated by the 
Houſe, it would be attended with very bad confequences indeed 
if it was not now to paſs into a law; for tit would appear to the 
deluded common people, as if the legiſlature would not diſcoun- 
tenance outrages againſt the clergy. He ſaid that he never could 
endure to hear with patience that venerable and highly reſpeQable 
body of men ſpoke _—y of, as they had been by ſome gen- 
tlemen; who, becauſe they were not fond of going to church, 
ought not therefore to endeavour to bring our ſpiritual paſtors into 
diſrepute; that it was the good policy of the Roman Catholics to 
look up to their ſpiritual heads, and that it would not be unwor- 
thy of us to follow ſuch an example. He added that he knew 
many of the clergy perſonally, and was never acquainted with any 
of them whoſe, conduct did not merit every honour and reve- 
rence, A 


Mr. OcLe.—l formerly declared my approbation of this bill, 
but I never can bear to hear the proteſtant clergy of Ireland 
charged with extortion, without riſing in their defence. Such a 
charge was never inſinuated againſt the clergy of the county in 
which 1 live, though perhaps they might with truth complain of 
very great injuſtice practiſed againſt them. 

The fact is, the landed man of Ireland is the great extortioner z 
there is hardly an eſtate which is not let to the higheſt penny, and 
much above its value. The poor tenant feels the oppreſſion, and 
not knowing which way to turn, falls upon the clergy, as the 
weakeſt and moſt unprotected body of men. This is the true ſtate 
of the caſe. I mention it that the Houſe may not give ear to any 


charge of extortion againſt a body of men who in my foul I think 


do not deſerve ic. 


The committee went through the bill, and the report was 
ordered to be made to-morrow: 


Mr. Mason reported from the committee of the whole Houſe, 
to whom it was refetred to take into conſideration the ſtate of the 
inland navigations in this kingdom, the reſolutions which the com- 
mittee had directed him to 8 * to the Houſe, which he read in 
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— plite, and aſter delivered in at the table, and which are as 
follow: | 

1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
commitlioners for promoting inland navigations in this kingdom, 
ſhou!d aſcertain before the 1ſt of June next, all debts due by them, 
whether for ſalaries, ſervices, rents, agreements with private un- 
dertakers, or any other purpoſe, and ſhould lay an account of the 
ſame, together with a liſt of warrants drawn by them, and yet un- 
paid, before the commiſſioners of impteſt accounts. 

2. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee, that the 
commiſſioners of impreſt accounts ſhould examine, audite and make 
declaration of the ſaid accounts, in like manner as they are requir- 
ed by law to do in reſpect of any other accounts of public money, 
and that they ſhould enquire into all ſuch demands or claims upon 
the ſaid corporation as ſhall be laid before them, and ſtate their 
examination thereof and opinion thereupon, and lay the ſame be- 
fore his grace the lord lieutenant, or other chief governor or gover- 
nors for the time being, with all convenient ſpeed, and alſe before 
this Houſe on the iſt day of the next ſeſſion. 

3. Reſolved, That in examiniag into the ſaid accounts and all 
other accounts of the ſaid corporation, the faid commiſſioners 
ſhould examine, audite and make declaration of the expenditure of 
all money granted by the ſaid corporation to any perſon or perſons, 
bodies politic or corparate, for any purpoſe whatſoever, and lay 
before this Houſe on the 1ſt day of the next ſeſſion their examina- 
tion thereof, and opinion thereupon. | 

4. Reſolved, That the ſaid commiſſioners of impreſt accounts 
ſhould receive propoſals from all perſons who may be willing to 
undertake the compleating any navigation now actually begun or 

laid out, or on which any public money has at any time been ex- 

pended, or any canal or canals to branch from the ſame, upon the 
terms ſpecified in the reſolutions of this Houſe on the 28th May, 
1785, and that they do give public notice that they will receive 
tuch propoſals, and that all propoſals which they ſhall receive be 
laid before this Houſe on the firſf day of the next ſeſſion. 

5. Reſolved, That the ſaid corporation do, as ſoon as they con- 
veniently can, employ one or more ſkilful engineers to make ſur- 
veys and eſtimates, and draw plans and ſections of the moſt effec- 
tual mode of compleating the navigation from Athy to the tide- 
water at the mouth of the Barrow, of the Nore from Kilkenny, and 
of the Suit from Clonmel to che Barrow, and allo of the beſt lines 
of communication between the Grand Canal and the Shannon, 

doth northern and ſouthern, and of the navigation of the Shannon 
from Lough Allen to the deep water below. Limerick, and of the 
beſt mode of communication between the Tyrone navigation and 
the preſent working collieties at Drumglaſs, and alſo the ſtate of the 
navigation from Lough Neagh to the ſea, below Newry, and whe- 
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ther any and what repairs are neceſſary to be made thereupon ; all 
which ſurveys, plans, eftimates and ſections to be laid before this 
Houſe on the firſt day of the next ſeſſion, 

6. Reſolved, That it may be expedient that the ſaid corporation 
ſhould exerciſe the powers veſted in them by law of raiſing tolls on 
ſuch navigations as they may think proper, for the repairs thereof, 

7. Reſolved, That an humble addreſs be prefented to his Grace 
the Lord Lieutenant, that he will lay before his Majeſty the hum- 
ble delire of this Houſe, that his Majeſty will be graciouſly plea'- 
ed to order ſuch as he ſhall think proper of the debts which ſhall 
be ſtated by the commillioners of impreſt accounts to be due by 
the ſaid corporation for ſalaries, ſervices, rent, repa rs and 
work, for which no warrants have been iſſued, and alſo all the ne- 
ceſſary expences which ſhall attend the ordering, making and re- 
ceiving any ſurveys and eftimates to be made by the direction of 
the ſaid corporation in conſequence of the refolutions of this 
Houſe, to be paid at his Majetty's treaſury, and that this Houte 
will make good the ſame. | 


The queſtion being put on theſe reſolutions, they were agreed 
to by the Houſe, 


It was reſolved, nem. con. that an humble addreſs be preſented 
to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, that he will lay before his Ma- 
jeſty the humble defire of this Houſe, that his Majeſty will be 
graciouſly pleaſed to order ſuch as he ſhall think proper of the 
debts which ſhall be ſtated- by the commiſſioners of impreſt ac- 
counts to be due by the ſaid corporation, for ſalaries, ſervices, 
rent, repairs and work, for which no warrants have been ifſued, 
and alſo all the neceſſaty expences which ſhall attend the ordering, 
making and receiving any ſurveys and eſtimates to be made by the 
direction of the ſaid corporation in conſequence of the reſolutions 
of this Houſe, to be paid at his Majelty's treaſury, and that 
this Houſe will make good the ſame, | 


A petition of William, Smith was preſented to the Houſe and 
read, ſetting forth that the petitioner is a truſtee to a ſiſter in the 
ſum of zool. and to the ſame amount for an orphan niece ; that in 
May, 1777, bonds were taken from, and judgment entered againſt 


Robert Brooke, Eſqz for the ſaid two ſeveral ſums of zool. each; + 


that the petitioner is alarmed at a clauſe introduced in a bill now 
pending, to gavel all judgments and debts in common with fimple 
contract creditors z that the petitioner begs the attention of the 
Houſe to notice that the ſaid two judgments are the only lien on 
ſaid Brooke's eſtates before his entering into tiade; and therefore 
praying that no clauſe may be ſuffered to pals injurious to that 
priority of claim and the ſtatutes now in force in this kingdom. 


Mr. Greene preſented a bill to amend an act paſſed in the twen- 
ty · firſt and twency- ſecond years of his prelent Majeſty's reign, 
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entitled an act for the relief of inſolvent perſons under a certain 


deſcription, fo far as the ſame relates to William Bayly, an 
uncertified bankrupt, ſtill in confinement z which was received 
and read the firſt time, 


— — 2 ** 


TuesDay, APRIL 4, 1786. 


Mr. AxTmur Worte preſented a bill for the relief of un- 
certifhed bankrupts; which was received and read the firſt time. 


Mr. Hayes (of Avondale) reported from the committee ap- 
pointed to, enquire into the arrangement of buſineſs in the clerks 
offices, and the ſtate of the buildings belonging to the Houſe of 
Commons, and whether any and what alterations are neceſſary to 
be made therein, the reſolutions which the committee had directed 
him to report to the Houſe, which he read in his place, and after 
delivered in at the table, and are as follow : 

1. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that an 
additional clerk ſhould be eſtabliſkcd in the chief clerk's office, to 
take care of the offiee and its papers whilſt the chief clerk is in 
the Houſe, to copy orders, draw out the votes, and attend to the 
office buſineſs during the ſitting of the Houſe, 

2. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that the 
buſineſs of engroſſing requires a ſecond engrolling clerk. | 

3. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that the 
Journal of the ſeſſion ought to be made out in a fair diſtind hand, 
and that every paper delivered into the Houſe, and every report 
made, ſhould be copied at large therein, fo as that the copy ſhould 
be preſerved, if the original be loſt or millaid, 

4. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that it 
ſhouid be henceforward the duty of the clerk of the journals to 
make out ſuch fair journal, under the direction of the chief clerk. 

5. Reſolved, that it is the opinion of this committee that all 
the papers pteſented to the Houſe ought to be preſerved with the 
utmoſt care, and that no clerk ſhould ſuffer any perſon whatever 
to take any original paper out of the Houte, or out of the office 
of record. 

6. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that all 
ſtrangers who may deſite to have copies of any papers, bills, peti- 
tions or records, {ſhould be furniſhed with the ſame upon the Speak- 
er's approving thereof, they paying to the clerk the ſum of is. 
for every ninety words, as eſtabliſhed by the table of fees, ſettled 
by the Houle in ſeſſion 1695. 

7. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that all 
members of this Houſe who may deſire to have copies of any pa- 
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pers before the Houſe or in the record office, ſhould have them 
made out, and pay at the rate of 4d. per ſheet only for the ſame. 

8. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that no 
original bill or paper ſhould be ever ſent to the printing- oſfice, but 
that whenever any bill or paper is ordered to be printed, a copy 
thereof be made in the chief clerk's office, and ſent to the printer, 

9. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that as 
no record of any bill originating in the Houſe of Lords, and 
thence ſent to this Houſe, has been hitherto preſerved among the 
records of this Houſe, a copy of every ſuch bill ſhould be made 
in the journal office, to be preſerved among the records. 

10. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that 
out of the ſum of 5ool. granted this ſeſſion to the Speaker, for 
the better arrangement of buſineſs in the clerks offices, the tum of 
zool. be paid to George Davis Sherry, as clerk in the chief clerk's 
office ; and the ſum of 140]. to Edward Treſham, as engroſſing 
clerk, the Houſe having given a like ſum to Dawſon Ellis; tlie 
other engtoſſing clerk, the ſaid two ſums to be in full of all ex- 


pences attending the engroſſment of public bills. 


11. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that out 
of the ſaid ſum of 500l, there be paid to James Corry, clerk of 
the journals, for copying the journals in manner above- mentioned, 
and for making copies of bills originating in the Lords, a ſum after 
the rate of 3d. by the ſheet for the ſame. 

12. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that 
whenever the hurry or diſpatch of buſineſs ſhould require extra 
clerks to be employed occaſionally in the chief clerk*s office, or 
in committees, it is reaſonable that the chief clerk and committee 
clerks ſhould be recompenced the actual expence ou by them to 
ſuch extra clerks, the approbation of the Speaker for their employ- 
ment being firſt obtained. 

13. Retolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that 
the preſervation and arrangement of the records require much 
larger accommodation than the preſent buildings. 

14. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that 
there is not at preſent a ſufficient number of ſelect committee 
rooms for the trials of controverted elections, nor any rooms tor 
witneſſes, and that two more committee rooms may be neceſſaiy 


to be built, with ſeparate rooms for witneſſes contiguous thereto. * 


15. Retolved, 'l hat it is the opinion of this committee that 
in order to procure a convenient fituation for the building of ſuch 
rooms it will be expedient to purchaſe a ſufficient breadth of 
ground on the weſt fide, from the north-wett angle of the pretent 
building to College-green. 5 8 

16. Reſolved, That it is the opinion of this committee that 
for the better maintenance of a proper coffe:-room the key: r 
thereof be appointed by the Speaker, under ſuch regulations as lie 
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ſhall direct, ſuch perſon not to pay any fee or rent for the ſame, 
and that no perſon but ſuch as the Speaker ſhall appoint do preſume 
to keep any coffee-houſe or tavern in any part of the buildings 
belonging to this Houſe. 


Theſe reſolutions being ſeverally read a ſecond time, were, 


upon the queſtion being put, agreed to by the Houſe, 


Mr. Bol rod preſented the report from the committee on the 
bill for rendering ſub-conſtables more uſeful, 


Mr. DEN NIS DaLy faid if he had read the bill ſooner than he 
had done, he would poſſibly have produced a better proviſo than 
that which he meant to propoſe. He obſerved that the ſum 
to be raiſed was ſpecified, but there had no diſtinction whatever 
been made between counties, and counties of cities, and counties 
of towns; ſo that ſhould the tax be levied indiſcriminately, it 
would de an intolerable burden on ſeveral counties of cities and 
towns. He approved of the principle of the bill, and moved the 
following proviſo : that the preſentment of the grand jury for 
raiſing conſtables, &c. ſhould not exceed the annual ſum of 400l.“ 


Lord LuTTRELL declared himſelf decidedly againſt both bill 
and proviſo; he was ſurpriſed that a matter of ſuch very great im- 
-portance ſhould be introduced fo late in the ſeſſion ; the ſubje in 
queſtion was of much greater extent than gentlemen imagined ; it 
was no leſs than taxing the nation to the amount of 40,000l. 
annually, beſides the immediate contingency of 18, oool. and for 
what ? for raiſing and arming a power of the very worſt ſpecies, 
of the ſtrangeſt nature, He had no idea of a conſtable being 
armed with a firelock, and ſhould rather wiſh to ſee him as uſual 
armed with a long pole. Should the bill be perſiſted in, he would 
certainly give it his negative; he would therefore adviſe the right 
honourzble gentleman to poſtpone the conſideration of the bill, in 
order that gentlemen might have time to ſtudy it, and to examine 
whether it was really exceptionable or not. 


Mr. DAL v replied, that as to the lateneſs of the ſeſſion, it was 
well known that a full Houſe could not at preſent be procured, 
and there was an abſolute neceſlity for a regulation of the kind. 
The proviſo he nicant, was to preclude all poſſibility of abuſe, 
and as a melioration of the bill. 


Mr. Gaxpines ſaid that laſt night was the firſt time he heard 
of the bill. not having been able for two or thee.days paſt to at- 
tend his duty in the Houſe. He thought the introduction of it 
at the cloſe of the ſeſhon rather ſtrange, For his part, he ſhould 
certainly oppoſe the paſſing of the bill, as he conſidered the coun- 
ty of Dublin moſt enormouſly taxed already, and unable to bear 
any further addition. He thought the bill perfectly unneceſſary ; 
for by the law of the land, as it now ſtands, there is a power for 
raiſing ſub-conſtables. | | 
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Sir Heacvles LAxcRIsU faid he imagined there was ſome 
miſtake as to the expence the nation would incur by the eſtabliſh- 
ment; it would not exceed 12,800l. per annum. 


Mr. Bus ue ſaid there muſt be a repreſentation of peculiar diſ- 
turbance and turbulence in a particular county, made on oath be- 
fore a judge of aſize, before theſe conſtables could be embodied. 


Mr. Joud Woree declared himſelf totally againſt the bill. 
He would have ſignified his diſapprobation of it ſooner, had he 
not been obliged to attend the aſſizes, during which the bill had 
been introduced. It was, he ſaid, a bill of very great importance 
to the nation, nothing leſs than the reform of the police of the 
whole kingdom; it was a general tax, and ſhould it take place, 
grand juries would be necellitated to neglect all the country works, 
to ſuſter them to run to ruin, and defer the repairing of roads. It 
had been adduced as an argument for the bill, that there muſt be a 
peculiar repreſentation to the judge of a peculiar turbulence ; but 
every one knows how eaſily that could be obtained, as well as 
other jobs. Time ſhould be allowed for diſcuſſion, and he thought 
that every man poſſeſſed of an eſtate in the country ſhould oppoſe 
the bill, 


Sir Henxy HaxTsSTONGE faid he thought it would be an op- 
preſſion in the higheſt degree. He would not be able to vindicate 
himſelf to his conſtituents ſhould he conſent to the bill. 


The SS cReTARY OF STATE defended the bill on its principle 
and expedience, and ſaid he was certain that the oppoſition made 
by gentlemen to it was from miſapprehenſion, as its operation was 
only directed to the ſouthern counties of Cork, Kerry, Limerick 
and Tipperary, where outrages had ariſen to an enormous heights 
little ſhort of rebellion, ſuch as the preſent eſtabliſhment of the 
civil power was inadequate to quell. He concluded with obſerv- 
ing, that he had no intereſt or view whatſoever but the public 
good, in the introduction of the bill. 


Mr. GaxDiNer ſaid he did not doubt the profeſſions of the 
right honourable gnntleman, but he could not be perſuaded that a 
few conſtables being ſcattered over the country would be attended 
with any good effect, for if the ſuppoſed diſturbances ſhouid oc- 
cur, which were the grounds of the preſent bill, they would be 
unable to quell them; in all probability they would be employed 
as domeſtic ſervants, or as porters by gentlemen; the ſalary al- 
lowed would be reckoned in their wages, and then indeed, they 
might be uſeful to two or three individuals. 


Mr. JonN WoLee ſaid he thought it was rather ſtrange that 
ſixteen particular men ſhould be deemed capable of quelling a tu- 
mult, which the whole force of the county it were to be ſuppoſed 
was inadequate to. It was a bad principle to form a general bil: 
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from partial circumſtances. He concluded with remarking the 
impropricty of preſſiag ſo important a meaſure as a regulation of 


the police of the whole kingdom when there were not forty mem- 
bers in the Houſe. 


A motion was made for deferring the conſideration of the bill 
to the firſt of May, when it was withdrawn by the Secretary of 
State, and of courſe the whole buſineſs fell to the ground. 


A motion was made, that an humble addreſs be preſented to his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant, that he will lay before his Majeſty 
the humble defire of this Houſe, that his Majeſty will be graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to grant to the commiſlioners for making a wide and 
convenient way from Edſex-bridge to the Caſtle of Dublin, a ſum 
not exceeding ' __ - towards enabling them to purchaſe 
a ſufficient breadth of ground on the weſt fide of the Parliament 
Houſe, for building neceſſaty rooms and offices, and opening a 
wide and convenient ſpace before them, and continuing the paſ- 


lage on the north fide, and that this Houſe will make good the 
fame. | 


Reſolved, nem. con. that the Houſe will, to-morrow, reſolve 
itſetf into a committee of the whole Houſe, to take the ſaid mo- 
tion into conſideration. 7 | 


—— — 


WepwesDay, APRIL 5, 1786. 


The bill for the relief of uncertified bankrupts was read a ſecond 
time, and ordered to be committed forthwith, 


The Houſe accordingly reſolved into a committee on the ſame, 
in which an additional clauſe was introduced (being of the fame 
purport and tendency of a bill lately brought in) for repealing as 
much of the act of the 21ſt and 2ad years of his preſent Majeſty's 
reign, for the benefit of inſolvent debtors of a certain deſcription, 
as related to William Bayly, an uncertified bankrupt ; which 
clauſe, with the bill, being reported and agreed to, the bill was 
ordered to be engroſſed. 


Lord LuTTzErLL moved that the committee for inveſtigating 
the fees on public and private bills have leave to fit notwithitand- 
ing any adjournment of the Houſe, which was agreed to. 


The SecxETARY of STATE moved for permiſſion to withdraw 
the bill to regulate preſentments of grand juries for clerks of che 
crown, &c, which was granted. f 


An engroſſed bill for the protection of the perſons, houſes and 
properties of reQors, vicars and curates actually reſident in their 
parifhes, or in any of them, was read the third time. 
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The ATTorney GENERAL faid he was not in the Houſe 
when this bill had paſſed through its ſeveral ſtages, or he would 
before have exprefſed his ſentiments upon it; which in general 
were, that the bill would fail in anſwering the intentions for which 
it was brought in, and rather operate againſt them, as no regula- 
tion reſpecting the abuſes and oppreſſions committed in collecting 
the tithes was a part of it; that this evil was arrived to ſuch a 
height, that he had known at one time in Limerick one hundred and 
twenty proceſſes againſt poor people for tithes in the civil bill 
court. He wiſhed that as a more equitable proviſion ior the clet- 
gy, the tithes ſhould be levied on the lands. For all theſc reaſons, 
continued he, I move you that the further conſideration of this 
bill be adjourned to this day- ſc'nnight. 


Mr. Oz pr. —I agree in part with the right honourable gentle. 
man who has made you this motion, that the bill is inadequate to 
its purpoſes, yet J mult revere the principles on which it is found- 
ed; its introduGion, however, will ſhew the world that this Houſe 
is willing to protect the clergy in the enjoyment of their property. 
It is now, indeed, too late in the ſeſſion to proceed in a buſineſs 
of ſo complicated a nature, and not effecting it completely might 
do more harm than good. As to tithes, they are a queſtion 1 do 
not well underſtand, but I wiſh their collection may be regulated 
more to the general fatis faction than they are at preſent. 


The ATTorNney Gentrat,—Whilel reprobate the outrages 
committed on the clergy by lawleſs inſurgents, and lament them, 
] contend for it, that a method of collecting a proviſion for the 
clergy ſhould be deviſed leſs oppteſſive to the people. 


Mr. Maso. I am ſorry to find a bill which had my warm ſup- 
port is not likely to paſs into a law, Ihe conduct of tithe fat- 
mers dees not in the leaſt apply to this bill, which is calculated to 
protect the reſident clergy, tew of whom farm their tithes. Howe 
ever as it feems to be the ſenſe of the Houle to let this bill die 
away, I ſball not divide the Houle. 


Mr. BezxtsrorD.—Gentlewen having introduced the ſubject 
of tithes in the debate upon this bill, | think it neceſſary to ſay 
that I cannot ſee any mention of regulating tithes in it. It is 
brought on for the expreſs purpoſe of ſuppteſſing the riots among 
the people in the ſouth df this kingdom, in which the clergymen 
ſeem the particular objects of their vengeance. I think the bill 

oes far enough, and that it is right not to touch upon tithes, as 
it is a ſubject of a very ſerious nature, ä 


Lord LuTTRELL faid he thought the -bill, if it was paſſed, 
would do a great deal of miſchief in its preſent ſtate, but he was 
{ure if it underwent the ſerious conſideration of the honourable 
mover it would have very good effects, as he was convinced of 
his great abilities, : 


PY 
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Mr. Tor ta faid there was reaſon to think the outrages com- 
plained of were at an end, at leaſt in the county of Tipperary, 
where the gentlemen had aſſociated for the purpoſe of putting an 
end to them. He then recommended to the right honourable 
gentleman [the Secretary of State] who had brought in this bill, 
ro conſult with the gentlemen of that county, many of whom ha4 
the higheſt reſpect for him, on a bill that would obviate the evil 
by the regulation of the tithes, in a manner agreeable to the ſen- 
timents of the people, for no law will ever be carried into exe- 
cation in that county, or in any other, againſt the ſentiments of 
the people. | 


The Se:cxeTaARY OF STATE ſaid he ſuppoſed it would be ex- 
pected that he ſhould ſay ſomething on a ſubje& which had en- 
ged much of his time and attention z on which he had carefully 
inveſtigated the ſeveral ſtatutes and legal authorities that related 
to it, and conſulted ſome of the ableſf lawyers, He declared it 
to be his decided opinion, without a doubt in his mind, that the 
bill, as it now ſtood, would be highly beneficial to the clergy, 
It was his wiſb, and he had laboured to make it more ſo; but his 
endeavours were oppoſed and defeated by ſome of the gentlemen 
who now alledge that they object to the bill becauſe it does not 
go far enough. To prove the preſent bill to be highly beneficial 
to the clergy, be entered into the different parts of it. He obſerv- 
ed, that it eſtabliſhed this ſalutary principle, that the perſon, ha- 
bitation and property of the rector, vicar, and curate, actually 
reſident in his pariſh, was under the peculiar protection of the 
law, which extended a certain and ſummary relief to him, not 
granted to others, becauſe his ſituation expoſed him more to dan- 
ger, and was more defenceleſs than that of the reſt of his fellow 
ſubjects. For offences againſt his houſe and perſon, it riotouſly 
committed, he may have redreſs by civil bill and ſpecial jury to 
the amount of 10ol. againſt the partth, with his coſts out of pocket 
and the expences of collecting; and when it is conſidered that 
ſuch offences are uſually committed by perſons of the loweſt 
orders of the people, who are unable to make compenſation in da- 
mages, the remedy given to the clergyman againit the pariſh, 
muſt be allowed to be a great benehic acquired by him under this 
bill; but the protection given to his property is a much greater 
benefit, becauſe if the injury appears to have been done malici- 
ouſly, though not riotouſly, this bill gives redreſs in the manner 
and to the extent before mentioned. I his part of the law would 
uard the clergy againſt the injuſtice to which they are now expoſ- 
ed, by the deſtruction of their tithes after they are ſet out, and 
which is now the ſource of every miſchief to them; and for this 
oppreſſion there is at preſent no redreſs if the names of the offen- 
ders ſhall not be diſcovered, which is generally found impotlible z 
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but by this bill the proof of the deſtruction of their property would 


enſure them immediate redreſs. But the greateſt advantage re- 
mains to be mentioned—the effect of the law would be to prevent 
the miſchief. It is notorious that theſe outrages proceed from 
a combination among the pariſhioners, and would be prevented 
when they ſaw that the whole loſs, coſts and expences would fall 
upon themſelves without delay, and without pollibility of chi- 
canery. By thoſe means peace and tranquillity would be reſtored 
between the paſtor and his flock, and the pariſhioners would be 
bound to guard the perſon, habitation and property of the guardian 
of their morals. Of this property, bonds, notes and other ſecuri- 
ties for tithes were declared to be a part, for the deſtruction of 
which, conſequently, the pariſh muſt make amends ; ard here 
another great temptation'to acts of violence, namely, the ſeizing 
and deſtruction of tithe ſecurities, would be removed. 

He wiſhed to have made it part of the bill, that the clergy ſhould 


have ſix days for keeping their tithes on the land after they ſhould 


be fet out, but obſerved, that ſome of thoſe clauſes which pre- 
vent<d the deſtruQtion of property, would, in his opinion, antwer . 
nearly the ſame end.— He ſaid, this bill took no remedy whatever 
from them; that the act which gave them remedy by preſentment 
was found ineffectual from the number of requitites preſcribed by 
the law to be performed before there could be any recovery, and 
becauſe it was to fall on the county, barony or pariſh, and there- 
fore did not ſufficiently controul the pariſhioners. That the grant- 
ing new, and at the ſame time continuing the old remedies, would 


evince that the legiſlature was determined to proceed till the evil 


ſhould be extirpated ; and ſuch a determination, once known, 
would repreſs the preſent ſpirit of outrage. tHe ſaid that no rea- 
ſonable layman would be diſpleaſed at our providing peculiar re- 
medies for our clergy ; that the ancient ſtatutes were full of thoſe 
remedies. Lord Coke ſays they would take up a volume to enu- 
merate, The modern ſtatutes alſg abounded with ſuch inſtances. 
The reaſon for thoſe diſtinctions H_ operated with more force 
than at a time when the clergy, in fome parts of this kingdom, 
had been treated with great oppreſſion.— Here he obſerved that 
thoſe diſturbances did not proceed from religious prejudices, for 
that the Roman catholic dergy had been equally ill-treated by 
thoſe inſurgents, : 

He ſaid he would next conſider the objections to the bill, which 
were of the molt diſcordant nature. One gentleman fays, it you 
go into the ſubject of tithes, I ſhall vote againſt your bill. Says 
another, I object becauſe you have not gone far enough to ſecure 
their collection. One gentleman is againſt the bill becauſe the 
remedy is not ſufficiently effectual, but dces not think proper to 
ſuggeſt any amendment to make it more ſoz another ſays, I am 
againſt your bill, becauſe you have not made a new conſtitution, 
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aboliſhed tithes, and given the clergy a commutation. The laſt 
head of argument he reprobated in the ſtrongeſt terms, and was 
perſuaded that the honourable gentleman who uſed it was not aware 
of the conſequences which would follow that mode of reaſoning 
—to expoſe our clergy to violence and outrage, till we forced 
them into a commutation of their property on ſuch terms as we 
ſhould preſcribe, would be the higheſt injuſtice, That ſuch an 
argument was more extraordinary at ſuch a time as the preſent, 
when we faw our clergy flying in troops before bands of armed 
ruthans, chaced from their dwellings, forced from their duty, dri- 
ven from thoſe important poſts where the national wiſdom had 
placed them to guard the morals and religion of our people, while 
neither the law can afford them protection nor the magiſtate aſſiſ- 
tance, nor the altar itſelf an aſylum. When the legiſlacure is ap- 
pealed to for redreſs, the reverend paſtor of the people is exhibited 
to their repreſentatives with his ears, and his noſe, and his cheeks 
torn away—p-pulataque tempora raptis auri bus, S truncas in'onef19 
wlnere nares. Theſe circumſtances had been ſtated, he was per- 
ſuaded, to excite our abhotrence of thoſe ſavage outrages, but he 
would turn from this horrible image, and ſay only to thoſe gen- 
tlemen, whole talents and abilites had been exerted for the relief 
of the clergy with ſuch ſucceſs, that not more than four attending 
members were now againſt the bill—omnia ſolviſti Deiphobs, : 
But notwithſtanding his decided opinion of the utility of this 
bill, and though he affirmed that he had not in that Houſe heard 
an argument of the weight of a feather againſt it, yet he had con- 
ſented to poſtpone it, and that otherwiſe the bill would have paſ- 
ted with ſcarcely a diſſentient voice. He had, however, agreed 
to poſtpone, becaule he wiſhed that all the friends of the meaſure 
in both Houſes ſhould co-operate on this occaſion with one hand 
and heart—becauſe any diſunion might be tatal to the cauſe, and 
becauſe the lots of this bill in another place might be miſconſtrued. 
"The clergy might then ſay that we offered them, in the midſt of 
their diltreſſes, a palliative inſtead of a remedy z and the laity 
mi ght unjuſtly ſay the clergy are not to be ſatisfied. He therefore 
agreed to give time for the talleſt deliberation, He agreed to re- 
tire, but it was after an undiſputed victory; for he had himſelf 
prevented the queſtion for paſſing the bill from being propoſed, 
which would have paſſed with almoſt the general concurrence of 
tit Houle, This he wiſhed to be known, to ſhew that the Com- 
uns were determined to redrels the ſuiferings of their clergy, 
and delayed only till further and permanent relief could be admi- 
mitercd; for he obſerved that the pretent bill would have con- 
tiaued no longer than three years, He had lived long enough in 
the world to tcel the necelilicy of accommodating himfelt to the 
op nioas of others, and of endeavouring to win his way through 
@ticuitics and obittuctions by temporaty delays, that may enſute 


more ample ſucceſs on a future day. He had, he ſaid, conſidered 
the ſubjeC of tithes with all «the attention in his power to beftow 
on any ſubject. He flattered himſelf that he had ſomething to 
propoſe, which would have been generally acceptable. He was 
prepared to do it in this ſeſſion, but was prevented by finding that 
ſome perlons, for whoſe opinions he had great regard, differed 
from him, He thought it juſt that in the mean time the clergy 
ſhould be protected in their perſons, habitations and properticsg 
that if ever there was to be a negociation on this ſubject, the/cler- 
gy ſhould treat in perfect ſecurity, and with minds undiſturbed by 
violence and outrage z and he deſired it might be remembered, that 
their title was more ancient than that of any gentleman to his eſ- 
tate; and that in the general they had not received more than one- 
third of property, their rights to which were eſtabliſhed by com- 
mon and ſtatute law, and immemorial uſage. 


Mr. Oc. e ſaid he lamented the fate of the bill. 


The queſtion being then put, the poſtponing of the further 
conſideration of the bill was agreed to without a diviſion. 
T hus the bill was loſt, 


Mr. Oz de gave notice that he ſhould to-mdrrow move ſome- 
what relative to public education, a ſubject that had been recom- 
mended to the Houſe from the throne tor two ſeſſions; not that 
any thing could be done now more than putting the buline(s in a 
train againſt next ſeiſion. 


— — — — — — 


Tnussbax, APRIL 6, 1786. 


Mr. Maso reported from the committee appointed to draw up 
an addreſs to the Lord Lieutenant, for a ſum of money for put- 
chaſing ground whereon to erect certain additional offices to the 
Parliament Houſe, that they had agreed upon an addteſs for ten 
thouſand pounds to be applied to ſaid purpoſe. The Houle hav- 
ing approved thereof, directed that ſuch members as are of the 
privy council do wait on the Lord Lieutenant with the ſame. 


Mr. Ox pe ſaid he held in his hand ſome reſolutions, and an 
addreſs, upon a ſubje& of very high concern to the nation, which 
he had mentioned yeſterday, the improvement of the education of 
youth, The object of his refolutions was to extend the means cf 
education univertally through the country at ſo cheap a rate, that 
few perſons ſhould be excluded from its advantages. He was aware 
that there are ſeveral endowed ſchools throughout the kingdom, 
and fore of them rich, but their very opulence was the chick 
cauſe that defeated the intention of their — z for the mal - 
ters of ſome of the beſt endowed ſchools, content with teceb ing 
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their ſalaries, either did no duty at all, or in ſo careleſs a manner, 
that the youth of the kingdom derived very little advantage from 
it. He would not therefore propoſe to proceed in the common 
manner, by endowiag ſchools for the benefit of maſters, but ta- 
ther hoped ſome method might be adopted to help or ſupport 
young people under a courie of education, not merely by paying 
the maſter, but by aſſiſting the ſchclars in the purtuit of know. 
tedge, and afterwards to encourage ſcholars fo —— to become 
teachers, riſing in ſucceſſion. This he thought might be done at 
an expence ſmall indeed when compared to the benefits which the 
nation muſt derive from it. However, that the Houſe might pro- 
ceed with proper Caution, and with that delicacy and regard which 
is due to the property of individuals, he would move, firſt, a 
reſolution declaratory of the principle on which he intended to 
proceed, and afterwards an addreſs, by which he hoped to ac- 
quite the means of carrying that principle into practice. 

He then moved, that the national foundation of one or 
more public ſchools, with regulations adapted thereto, for facili- 
rating and extending to the youth of this kingdom the means of 
good education, would be ot great public utility. 


1 


The SECRETARY OF STATE ſeconded the motion. He ſaid 
there was nothing he more earneſtly wiſhed for than to ſee a wite 
and well adapted plan for extending the advantages of a. good 
education to the youth of this country carried into effect, and at 
the fame time that he was perſuaded ſuch a plan might be put in 
practice at a ſmall expence, he was convinced that it was ex- 
tremely wanted, and that infinite advantage would accrue to the 
kingdom from it, 


| Mr. Conny.—The intention of the right honourable gentle- 
man deſerves the higheſt praiſe from every perſon, and if it was 
not a ſubject of very great magnitude indeed, I ſhould not heſi- 
tate to confide it implicitly to the right honourable gentleman who 
t-conds him. But I do not fully underftand the ſubject, and can- 
not avoid thinking the mode of proceeding ſomewhat odd. Per- 
haps it is a wiſe one; but as it is not clear to me, I beg the right 
honourable” gentleman will deſcend to the level of my compre- 
henſion, and have the goodneſs to explain it. 


Mr. OxDe.—l thought I had been ſufficiently plain—my wiſh 
is, firſt to aſſert the principle of the neceſſity and advantage of 
improving the education of the youth of this kingdom, and then 
to obtain plans for carrying this principle into effect. If I had the 
plans now ready, I ſhould proceed in a different manner, and not 
defer to next leon a buſineſs of ſo much importance. 


Mr. Coka then roſe to enquire whether any thing had been 
done towards ſeitling the trade of this country with Portugal. 
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He faid it was generally underſtood that the intereſts of Ireland 
were not puſhed with that vigour that they ought z he therefore 


thought he did miniſters a kindneſs in offering them an opportunity 


of ſhewing that they had not neglected the intereſts of the country, 
He alſo obſerved that the Britiſh miniſtry being now ia actual 
treaty with France for a commercial ſettlement, the intereſts of 
Ireland were deeply concerned; ſo much ſo that he held it im- 
proper to diſcuſs the ſubject publicly. If therefore the right ho- 
nonrable gentleman would declare that the intereſts of Ireland 
ſhould be regarded with due attention, he would chearfully con- 
fide the buſineſs to him. 


Mr. Oxpe.—If I had any information to lay befere the Houle 
upon the ſubject of the Portugal buſineſs, ] would have prevent- 


ed the queſtion aſked by the honourable gentleman, as I am con- 


vinced I do not feel leſs anxiety to have it brought to a pleaſing 
iſſue than that honourable gentleman, or any other member of this 
Houſe z and I am alſo convinced that both in the Portugal and 
French commercial treaties, the intereſts of Ireland will be re- 
garded by miniſters with as much care as the intereſts of Britain, 

The honourable gentleman has declared that he has no hoſtile 
intention in making this enquiry. I believe that he has not. 1 
think he is wiſe in not having a hoſtile intention, and I wiſh he had 
not added a ſuſpicion, which, if not an indication of an hoſtile 
intention, I muſt ſubmit to the Houſe whether ic be a very 
friendly one, 


Mr. Cox x V ſaid he had much more to ſay on the Portugal bu- 
fineſs, and had received from good authority ſeveral facts, which 
he forbore to mention, and he hoped by that, and every other 
part of his conduct, to ſhew that he acted as a friend to his coun- 
try, not as an oppoſer of miniſters merely. He did not mean to 
make any charge, and defired to be conſidered as not having made 
any, but as leaving every thing relative to the buſineſs in queſtion 
to be developed by the hand of time. 


Mr. Oa pr ſaid he hoped the honourable gentleman, in what 
he ſaid did not mean to inſinuate any inattention to the intereſts 
of Ireland, either in the miniſters on this or the other fide of the 
water, He was convinced that the honourable gentleman could 
not be more eager to bring matters to a pleaſing concluſion than- 
miniſters on both ſides were. 


Mr. Coxxy.—As to charge, or exculpation, I mean neither 
one or the other. 


It was then reſolved, nem. con. that an humble addreſs be pre- 
ſented to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, requeſting that his 
Grace will be pleaſed to give directions for the preparing plans of 
4 2 arrangemepts for 9 {chools, wich an 
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eſtimate of the expence thereof, accompanied with obſervations 
reſpecting the ſituations moſt proper for the ſame. 


It was then ordered, that the proper perſons do make returns to 
the Houſe of the ſchools of royal or other foundations in the re- 
ſpective dioceſes in this kingdom, ſpecifying the preſent yearly 
value of their reſpective endowments, of what they conſiſt, the 
names of the maſters and aſſiſtants, the ſalaries or allowances paid 
to the maſters, uſhers, aſſiſtants, or other officers belonging to the 
ſaid ſchools, as the ſame ſtood on the 25th day ef March, 1786, 
together with the number of ſcholars at that time in each ſchool 
retpectively, diſtinguiſhing the free ſcholars, the boarders and the 
day ſcholars. | 


It was alſo ordered that the regiſters of the ſeveral dioceſes do 
return to this Houſe, on the iſt day of the next ſeſſion, an account 
of the Engliſh ſchools kept by the rectors or vicars in their reſpec- 
tive dioceſes, with the number of ſcholars therein reſpectively on 
the 5th day of March, 1786. 


Then the Houſe adjourned until Tueſday the 11th inſt. 


ns — —— — — 
* 
— 


TuesDay, APRIL 11, 1786. 


Mr. CuakLxs O'Ne1LL faid that early next ſeſſions of parlia- 
ment, he would move for a committee to be appointed to examine 
into all the obſolete, defective, and unneceſſary ſtatutes, and he 
hoped he ſhould have the aſſiſtance of gentlemen on that head. 


A meſſage was received from the Lords that they had made ſome 
amendments to the bill for the protection and improvement of the 
inland fiſheries, by inſerting a clauſe for opening the weirs in rivers 
where ſalmon are caught. 


Mr. Pexy roſe to object to agreeing to the clauſe: He ſaid it 
was an attack on the chartered rights of the city which he had the 
honour to repreſent z it was not only an attack on chartered rights, 
but alſo an invaſion of private property; a ſimilar clauſe had been 

:tempted to be introduced in this Houle, in the bill during 1ts 
progreſs, but the Houſe, out of that regard which they had ever 
ſhewed to chartered rights, and to private property, had unani- 
mouſly rejected the clauſe z he ſhould therefore move that this 
clauſe be rejected. | | 


Sir HExcuLes LaNGRISHE ſaid he had laſt year yoted againſt 
a Clauſe of a ſimilar nature as the preſent, but on mature conſide- 
ration he was inclined to declare that he had acted wrong, as ſome- 
thing was abſolutely neceſſary to be done to preſerve the ſalmon 
fiſhery of this kingdom: This clauſe could not occaſion any greet 


. 
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miſchief, as its operation was limited to two years, and in his opi- 
nion, it would be better that a ſuſpenſion of chartered rights 
ſhould take place for that time, than endanger a fiſhery of ſuch 
great general conſequence ; he ould therefore moſt heartily con- 
cur in the clauſe, as amended in the bill. 


Sir Jon BLaqQuiere declared he thought the clauſe ſent 
down from the Lords very unexceptionable; it could not be 
conſtrued to affect in the ſmalleſt degree the privileges of this 
Houſe, and at any rate it coul be ay an experimental clauſe, 
as its extent was only for two years, and he was confident that the 
Limerick hſhery would be rather benefited than injured by it. He 
faid the ſalmon would be totally deſtroyed if the rivers are kept 
ſhut, and if the rivers are ſhut againſt them they will find their way 
to the rivers of England and Scotland ; he had underſtood that 
the corporation of Limerick had agreed to open the gates, provid- 
ed the ſalmon- fty was protected. The preſent clauſe he approved 


of, for it was neceſſary to protect the ſalmon fiſhery; if it was not, 


it would be loſt to this kingdom. He concluded with mentioning, 
that when he was in the army, he had known ſalmon to be ſold in 
the city of Limerick at a halfpenny a pound, and it now ſold at 
four-pence and five-pence a pound. 


Mr. Px obſerved that the officers of the corporation of the 
city of Limerick have but very ſmall falaries, and the ſalmon 
fiſhery was a principal ſource of their ſupport; as to the experi- 
ment propoſed by the clauſe, he aſked if any geatleman would wiſh 
his eſtate ſhould undergo an experiment for two years: He reſted 
on the juſtice of the Houſe, to pay due regard to chartered 
rights, and to the property of individuals. 


Mr. Goprxey GREEN objected to the clauſe, and principally 
on this account, that it was an invaſion of private property : A 
friend of his had a mortgage of 7ool. on a ſalmon fiſhery, and his 
property might be materially affected by the preſent clauſe, 


Sit HENRY HaxTsToNGE ſpoke in favour of the clauſe z he 
wiſhed the whole county of Limerick ſhould partake of the 
advantages of the ſalmon hſhery, as well as the city did. 


Mr. Cox ol. Ly faid he objected to the clauſe; he conſidered it : 
as an innovation on chartered rights, and he ſhould oppoſe ſuch 


innovation either by land or water, | 


Mr. Masown ſaid that it was not equitable that ſix or ſeven 
counties ſhould forego their natural rights, in order to preſerve the 
rights of the city of Limerick, 


Mr. Txzncn faid he conceived the amendment made by the 
Lords to be ſimilar to a clauſe propoſed and rejected this ſeſlion in 
the Commons (except as to its Sy he thought the laſt day 
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of a ſeſſion an improper and uncandid time to diſcuſs a matter of 
private property, When the ſufferers had not an epportunity to 
ſtare their grievance, or to apply for redreſs ; but that ſuch con- 
duQ would neceſſarily enforce a ſtrict parliamentary attendance ; 
for no man could ſay how ſoon his private perſonal property might 
be transferred by the means of an amendment. Each member, 
therefore, ſhould ſit and watch for themſelves, 


On the queſtion being put for agreeing to the clauſe, the Houſe 
divided, when the numbers were, 


Ayes - = 51 Noes - 99 


The engroſſed bill from the Lords, for veſting in truſtees the 
eſtates of Stephen Creagh Butler, Eſq; for the putpoſes therein 


mentioned, was read a firſt time, and the queſtion was put that it 
might now be read a ſecond time. 


The SyraktR obſerved that, in his opinion, it was unparlia- 
mentary to read a bill a ſecond time the ſame day. 


Mr. GoprREY Green ſtated the caſe of Mr. Butler, and ſaid 


he hoped if the order could be diſpenſed with, it might in the 
preſent inſtance, 


The ſenſe of the Houſe appearing to coincide with the opinion 
of the Speaker, the bill was refuſed the ſecond reading, and of 
courſe it fell to the ground this ſeſſion, 


The bill for the proteQtion of reſident vicars, curates, and rec- 


tors in their own houſes, was, on the motion of the Secretary of 
State, ordered to be printed, 


Mr. Txzzxcnu brought up the report from the committee ap- 


pointed to take into conſideration the ſtate of the funds of the Ly- 
ing-in Hoſpital. 


The SecRETARY OP STATE informed the Houſe that he was 
commanded by his Grace the Lord Lieutenant to acquaint them 
that it was his Grace's pleaſure that this Houſe do adjourn itſelf 
until Saturday the 29th day of April inſtant. 


Mr. Gz 1yerTH.—Sir, when rife on this ſubjeQ, it is with 
every deference to his Grace the Lord Lieutenant, and to the right 
honourable gentleman who made the motion. In my opinion the 
motion is highly improper and unconſtitutional, becauſe it looks 
as if this Houſe was obliged to obey the mandates of the viceroy. 
I admit that the chief governor certainly poſſeſſes a prerogative, 
whereby he can at pleaſure prorogue this Houſe ; if ſuch is his in- 
tention, he could certainly accompliſh it without any intermediate 
aſſiſtance; but to ſay that this Houſe ſhall, in obedience to a meſ- 
ſage from the Lord Lieutenant, adjourn, is, I think, rather of too 
great a latitude ; it is bringing forward the name of a great charac. 
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ter, which ſhould never be mentioned to influence debate, as an 
argument—a thing not warrantable. If the right honourable gen- 
tleman wiſhed for ſuch adjournment, ſurely he might ſimply move 
for it as a membet of the Houie; if his Grace the Duke of Rutland 
wilhed for it, he was in poſſeſſion of the means of eſſectuating his 
wilh. Upon the whole IJ am of opinion that the motion is of a very 
indelicate tendency, and might be conſtrued in a light not very 
advantageous to the honour of the Houſe : I ſhall therefore oppoſe 
it; but my oppoſition proceeds from no other principle than a de- 
ſire to maintain with real dignity the chatactet of the Houſe, 


The SECRETARY OF STATE contended that the motion which 
he had juſt made was highly conſtitutional, proper, and patlia- 
mentary ;z it was nothing more than a common uſage -a common 
cuſtom of parliament ; it was rather ſtrange that the honourable 
gentleman could think of offering any oppoſition to it, as it was 
well known that it was the mode—that it was the general uſage 
uniformly practiſed, which it could not be ſuppoſed that the ho- 
nourable gentleman was ignorant of. He had prefaced indeed with, 
« that it was his Grace the Lotd Lieutenant's pleaſure, that the 
Houſe ſhould adjourn until Saturday the 29th day of April,” 
which the honourable gentleman might take in whatever ſenſe he 
might think proper he might put on the words what conſtrue- 
tion he pleaſed, but his motion was, that the Houſe ſhould adjourn 
until the day before mentioned; for his part it was the firlt time 
he had known any oppoſition to be offered in a ſimilar caſe - that 
a meſſage from the Lord Lieutenant, ſignifying that it was his 
wiſh there ſhould be an adjournment of a few days. 


Sir Joux BLaqQuiexe followed the Secretary of State. 
He ſaid he had known it to be the invariable rule of parliament 
to receive ſuch meſſages, and he would aver from his own know= 
ledge, that he had at no time whatever obſerved the ſmalleſt 
oppolitionto them, or the ſmalleſt obſtruction thrown in their way. 
But to ſpeak more particularly to the point—when, ſaid he, I was 
an unworthy ſervant of the ſtate, under a nobleman who had the ho- 
nour of being placed here as chief governor, I can aſſute the Houle, 
that at leaſt ten or twelve different times I have delivered to them 
meſſages exactly ſimilar to that preſented by the Right Honourable 
Secretary of State; and I can alſo aſſure them that there never was 
the moſt diſtant idea of oppoſition manifeſted ſo that it is but 
fair to infer that the objections of the honourable gentleman are un- 
founded in fact, and that the motion before the Houle is ſtrictly 
proper and parliamentary. 


The queſtion was then put by the Speaker, that the Houſe do 
adjourn until Saturday the 2gth of April; and Mr, Griffith offer- 
ing no further objection, it paſſed unanimouſly, 
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SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 1786. 


The Houſe met purſuant to adjournment, but the bills not 
heing returned from England, the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
informed the Houſe, that he was commanded by his Grace the 
Lord Lieutenant to acquaint them, that it was his Grace's plea- 
ture that the Houſe do adjourn until Monday the 8th of May 
next. 


And then the Houfe adjourned accordingly. 


*— * 


— _ _ — —_ — 


Moxpay, May. 8, 1786. 


A petition of the merchants and other inhabitants of the town 
of Newry whole names are thereunto ſubſcribed, was preſented 
to the Houſe and read, us forth that the proſperity and trade 
of the town of Newry depend chiefly upon the inland navigation 
from Lough Neagh to ſaid town; that the inhabitants of Newry, 
ſenſible of the very dangerous and decayed ſtate of that great and 
public work, and of the groſs miſmanagement of the ſuperinten- 
dant of faid navigation, did, in the month of October, 1785, enter 
into the following proceedings: 6 


« To ACHESON THOMPSON, Efq; Seneſchal: 


ce We, the underſigned, requeſt that yon will, on the earlieſt 
« day convenient, call a meeting of the town, in order to take. 
* jnto conſideration the preſent alarming ſtate of the Newry 
% navigation. 


« Newry, 23d October, 1785.“ 
| (Signed by eighteen names.) 


* In conſequence of the above requiſition I requeſt a meeting 
* of the inhabitants, at the Liberty Market-houſe, on Wedneſday 
„ the 26th inſtant, at the hour of twelve at noon. | 

* Newry, 23d Oct. 1785. | 


ACHESON THOMPSON, Seneſchal.” 


The town having met, Acheſon Thompſon, Eſq; in the chair, 
the following refolutions were entered into : 

«© Retolved, that it is the opinion of this meeting that the na- 
« vigation is, and bas been for a long time, in a ſtate of rapid 
* and dangerous decay, and is in imminent danger of being ten- 
« qdered totally uſeleſs to the public. 

« Reſolved, that the thanks of this meeting be given to Acheſon 
„ Thompſon, William Beath and William Glenny, Efqrs., for 
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ce their public-ſpirited attention to the intereſts of Newry, in tak. 
ing a ſurvey of the navigation on Friday laſt. 
«© Reſolved, that the navigation from Lough Neagh to the ſea 
is one principal ſupport to the trade and proſperity of the town 
of Newry, as well as elſentially advantageous to many other 
towns and a ſcope of inland country, and that its welfare ought 
at all times to be regarded by this town with the moſt warch- 
ful attention. | 
«*« Reſolved, that convinced of the riſk there is of the naviga- 
tion being ſtopped in the canal, from its decayed and ruinous 
ſtate, that a committee be now appointed to draw up a memo- 
rial, ſetting forth its alarming ſituation, and praying that an 
«© order 8 be made by the navigation board that the tolls may 
e be henceforth paid to the ſaid committee, to be laid out under 
their inſpection in the immediate repairs of ſuch parts as are in 
*© moſt imminent danger, ſo as with certainty to inſure the navi- 
« gation of the canal through the entuing winter and ſpring. 

© Reſolved, that Mr. Acheſon Thompſon, Mr. William Glen- 
* ny, Mr. William Beath, Mr. Samuel Hanna, Mr. Waring, Mr. 
% Roſs Thompſon, and Mr. George Anderſon be appointed a 
committee in purſuance of the above reſolutions, and that they 
« do report to the town the reſult of ſaid memorial and applica- 
© tion to the navigation board.“ 


« To the Right Honourable and Honourable 
THE COMMISSIONERS or INLAND NAVIGATIONS. 


« Tue MEMORIAL ory Txre 
Merchants, traders and other inhabitants of the town of Newry. 


« Humbly Sheweth, | 


% THAT your memorialiſts beg leave to refer your honours to 

«« the foregoing reſolutions, unanimouſly entered into at a nume- 
tous public meeting of your memorialiſts and many others in- 
*« tereſted in the welfare of the Newry navigation, wherein the 
s decayed and ruinous ſtate of ſaid navigation is moſt truly repre- 
** ſented; that many of the locks, banks and flood-gates are in 
*© ſo perilous a ſtate that ſaid navigation is in very great danger 
of becoming uſeleſs, if not immediately attended to. | 
„% May it therefore pleaſe your honours to take the premiſes 
into your ſerious conſideration, and to afford this great 

and uſeful navigation ſuch immediate aid as may ſeem 
meet to your honours, and to order the tolls ariſing 
therefrom to be paid by your honours collector thereot 
to memorialiſts committee, Meſſts. Acheſon Thomp- 
« ſon, William Beath, William Glenny, Thomas War- 
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e ing, Samuel Hanna, Roſs Thompſon, and George An- 
« derſon, to be by them expended in the immediate re- 
pairs of ſuch parts thereof as are in moſt imminent dan- 
get, in order to preſerve the uſe of ſaid navigation 
t through the enſuing winter, 

And your memotialiſts will ever pray.“ 


(Signed by fifty- five names.) 


That the petitroners are informed that the honourable board for 
promoting inland navigations did, on the 7th of April inſtant, re- 
ſolve that the ſuperintendant of ſaid navigation merited the appro- 
bation and thanks of ſaid board, and did then, for the firſt time, 
grant him a falary at the rate of one hundred guineas a year, be- 
ginning ſo far back as the year 1774, notwithſtanding that no ſala- 
ry had ever been granted to or payable to the preſent or any other 
ſuperintendant of ſuch navigation previous to the ſaid grant of the 
th of April initant, which petitioners are informed appears by the 
report of the accounts to ſaid board, nor had ſuch ſalary, as pet 
tioners are informed, been ever claimed by ſaid ſuperintendant *till 
in the year 1754 he was brought fer the firſt time to lay an ac- 
Count of his receipts and diſburſements before {aid board; that not- 
withſtanding the ſuperintendant's reports to ſaid board that the 
navigation is in better repair than heretofore, yet petitioners con- 
ceive the reverſe to be evidently the fact, and that petitioners are 
under the gre. teſt apprehenſions for the faid navigation in its pre- 
ſent ſtate; that ſince ſaid report, breaches and other accidents ſtill 
continue to happen thereon, owing, as petitioners are able to 
prove, to the miſmanagement and miſconduct of the preſent ſu- 
perintendant, and amongſt other things to his raiſing of the old 
overfall, the making of new overfalls, and the introducing the 
river for a longer ſpace into the canal, in order to procure a grea- 
ter ſupply of water out of the canal for the iron mills which be- 
long to the ſaid ſuperintendant or ſome of his family z that ſhould 
the ſaid new grant to ſuperintendant, amounting to 125 11, 58. 
be ordered to be paid out of the tolls of ſaid navigation, it will 
cauſe the utter ruin of the ſame, inaſmuch as the repairs neceſſary 
to be made thereon in its preſent ſtate will require a ſum much 
larger than ſaid tolls can furniſh, to prevent its immediate deſtrue- 
tion; and therefore praying that the Houſe will pleaſe to take the 
Jaid public navigation under their protection, by preventing the 
payment of ſaid ſuperintendant, and ordering the tolls to be paid 
over to ſuch perſons as the Houle ſhall pleaſe to appoint, to be 


laid out upon the {ame in ſuch manner as to the Houſe ſhall ſeem 
meet, 


A petition of the local commiſſioners of the Newry canal was 
preſented to the Houſe and read, ſetting forth that they fully agree 


G 
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in the ſubſtance of the above petition, and praying the Houſe to 
comply with the prayer thereof. 


The following meſſage was received from his Grace the Lerd 
Lieutenant bv the Gentleman Uſher of the Black Rod ; 


« Mr. Speaker, 


„It is his Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this 
« Houſe do attend him immediately in the Houſe of Peers.” 


Accordingly the Speaker, with the Houſe, went to attend his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant in the Houſe of Peers, where the 
royal aſſent was given to the following bills: 


FU BB dC BS + 


1. An aQ for granting the ſum of goool. to the Incorporated 
Society, for ſupporting the Proteſtant Charter Schools pf this king- 
dom. | 

2. An act for granting the ſum of 30001. to the Lord Chance] - 
lor and Chief Judges, for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 

3. An aQ for granting the ſum of 50001. to the Governors of the 
Foundling Hoſpital and Work-houle, for the purpoſes therein 
mentioned. | | 

4. An act for 2 the ſum of 1000!, to the governars of 
the Hibernian School, for the ſupport of that charity, 

5. An act for granting the ſum ct 50ocl. to the Dublin Society, 
for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 

6. An att for granting the ſum of 50001, to the Board of Firt 
Fruits, for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 

7. An aQ for granting the ſum of 8600l. to the Corporation far 
the Relief of the Poor in the city of Dublin, 

8. An act for granting the ſum of 1000!, to the Hibernian Ma- 
tine Society, towards ſupporting the ſaid charity. 

9. An act for granting the ſum of 3000l. to the Truſtees of the 
Linen ManufaQure, and for the purpoſes therein mentioned. 

10. An act for continuing and amending ſeveral laws relating 
to his Majeſty's Revenue, and for the more effęctually prevent- 
ing of frauds therein, and for other purpoſes therein mentioned. 

11. An act for promoting the trade of Dublin, by rendering its 

port and harbour more commodious. f 

12. An act to prevegt the practice of fraudulently buying and 
ſelling of Light Gold Coin in this kingdom. 

13. An act to amend an act paſſed in the third year of his pre- 
ſent Majeſty, entitled an act for the preſervation of the Game. 

14. An act to ſuſpend for a limited time the operation of an a8 
paſled laſt ſeſſion of parliament, entitled an act for the more gf- 
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feQually regiſtering of freeholders, ſo far as the ſame ſhall affect 
the election of members to ſerve in parliament, 

15. An act for granting the ſum of 20,0001. to certain Truſtees, 
for diſtributing Bounties, and promoting the ſeveral ManufaQures 
therein named. | | 

16. An act for continuing the encouragement given by former 
2Qs of parliament for promoting and carrying on the Inland Navi- 
gations in this kingdom. 

17. An a& to explain and amend an ad paſſed in the twenty- 
fifth year of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for the further im- 
provement and extenſion of the fiſheries on the coaſts of this king- 
dom. FX: 

18. An act for the more effeQually promoting partnerſhips in 
trade, by amending the laws reſpecting the ſame, 

19. An act for regulating the ſtage in the city and county of 
Dublin. | 

20. An act for continuing and amending the ſeveral laws relating 
to the repairs of the turnpike road leading from Dublin to Mullin- 
gar, and for more effeQually enabling the truſtees thereof to widen 
the narrow parts leading from Chapelizod to Dublin, on the north 
and ſouth ſides of the river Liffey. . 

21. An act for making, widening and repairing the road leading 
from the city of Dublin to Malahide, and for erecting turnpike 
gates, and receiving tolls thereont in aid of the barony > ny 
ments, and for appointing truſtees for carrying the ſaid purpoſes 
into execution. 

22. An act for building a bridge over the northern channel of 
the river Lee in the city of Cori, and ſuburbs thereof, and for 
Other. purpoſes relative to the ſaid city. 

F 23. An act for building a bridge over the river Suir at Water- 
ord.. | 

24+ An act for amending and carrying more effeQually into 
force the ſeveral laws now in being for regulating the public gaols 
and priſons throughout this kingdom. 

25. An act for rendering effectual a grant made formerly by Par- 
lament for the encouragement of the copper manufacture of this 
kingdom, | 

25. An act to enable certain perſons to make a navigable cut at 
Oſbertſtown towards Naas, and into the adjacent country. 

27. An ad for explaining and further amending the ſeveral acts 
heretofore paſſed for the improvement of the city of Dublin, by 
makit# wide and convenient patlages through the ſame, and for 
other purpoſes. | 

28. An act for the improvement of the city of Dublin, and the 


environs thereo!,, by the better paving, cleanſing and lighting the 


lame. 
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29. An act for the more effeQually collecting the public money 
to be raiſed by preſentment within the county of the city of Dub- 
lin, and alſo for the more effeQually repairing the roads within the 
county of the ſaid city, and the libernes thereof, 

30. An act for the better execution of the law within the city 
of Dublin, and certain parts adjacent thereto, and for quieting 
and protecting poſſeſſions within this kingdom, for the more expe- 
ditious tranſportation of felons, for reviving, continuing and 
amending Certain ſtatutes therein mentioned, and for repealing an 
act paſſed in the ſeventeenth and eighteenth years of the reign of his 
preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for the improving the police of the 
city of Dublin. 

31. An act for the relief of perſons who have omitted to qualify 
themſelves according to law. 

32. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in the thirteenth 
and fourteenth years of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for the 
preventing frauds in the meaſurement of lime. 

33. Ana for the more effectual puniſhment of perſons who ſhall 
attain or attempt to attain poſſeſſion of money or goods by falſe 
pretences or by threats, 

34. An act to eſtabliſh the buſineſs of a pawnbroker, and to au- 
thorize ſuch perſons as ſhall be duly qualified to carry on the fame 
to lend money on pawns or pledges, and to receive intereſt at a 
higher rate than heretofore was recoverable by law. 

35: An act to enable the grand juries of the ſeveral counties, 
counties of cities, and counties of towns within this kingdom, to 
grant ſuch ſums as ſhall be neceſſary for building and repairing 
bridewells therein, 

36. An act to amend the ſeveral laws relative to the regiſtering 
of freeholders. | 

37. An act for veſting the Houſe, commonly called the Naviga- 
tion-houſe, in the city of Dublin, with all the furniture, (not be- 
ing private property) in his Majeſty, his heirs and ſucceſſors, 

38. An act for applying 10, oool. being part of 7 1,600l. granted 
this ſeſſion of parliament for the advancement of filheries, trade and 
manufactures. : 

39. An act to explain and amend an act paſſed in the twenty- 
third and twenty-fourth years of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an 
act for the protection and improvement of the inland fiſheries of this 
kingdom. : 

= An act for making more effectual an act made in the ſeven- 
teenth year of the reign of his late Majeſty King Charles the 
decond, entitled an act to prevent delays in extending ſtatutes, 
judgments and recognizances, and for explaining an act made in 
the tenth year of the reign of his late Majeſty King Charles che 
Firſt, entitled an act for contentation of debts upon execution. 


— —̃ꝓů—- — 4. _ 
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41. An act for further promoting the purpoſes of an act, enti- 
fled an act for the iſſuing treaſury bills to the amount therein men- 
tioned, for the purpoſe of promoting manufaQtures, by providing 
for the ſettlement of a number of induſtrious manufacturers at 
Froſperous, in the county of Kildare. 

42. An act for the relief of uncertificated bankruprs. 

43. An act to amend an act paſſed in the twenty-third and 
twenty- fourth years of his preſent Majeſty, entitled an act for the 
erecting and building of a new and convenient Gaol and Marſhalſea 
in the county cf Limerick, and county of the city of Limerick, 
and to enable certain truſtees and commi iſioners therein named to 
purchaſe ground whereon to erect and build the fame, and for en- 
abling the Honourable and Reverend Maurice Croſbie, Dean of 
Limerick, to ſell or make leaſes in perpetuity of ground in the city 
of Limerick, whereof he is ſeized in right of his deanery, and to 
purchaſe a houſe and offices in the faid city for a deanery-houle, as 
in manner therein ſet forth, | | 


35 ͤ T7 1 


1. An act to enable Henry Hamilton, Eſq; to take upon him the 
ſirname of Cox inttead of that of Hamilton, and to continue the 
ſaid firname of Cox to all his deſcendants, purſuant to the will of 
dir Richard Cox, Baronet, deceaſed, and to oblige him and them to 
bear and uſe the arms of the faid Sit Richard Cox inſtead of thoſe 
belonging to the Hamiltons. 

2. An act to enable Francis Ryves, Eſq; and William Ryves, 
Eſq; his fon, to ſettle a jointure on ſuch wife as the ſaid William 
Ryves ſhall marry in the life-time of the ſaid Francis his Father, 
and to provide for younger children, | | 
3. An act for vetting the reſidue of the perſonal eſtates of Mrs. 
Jane Bonnell, otherwiſe Conyngham, widow, deceaſed, in truſtees, 
tor the purpotes mentioned in her will and codicil. 


And then his Grace was pleaſed to make a ſpeech to both Houſes 
of Parliament, Which is as follows: 


My Lerds and Gentlemen, 

I have ſeen with great ſatisfaction, the conſtant attention and 
uncommon difpatch with which you have gone through the public 
bufineſs. I am thereby enabled now to relieve you from Packer 
attendance in parliament. The harmony of your deliberations bas 
given no lets efficacy than dignity to your proceedings, and lam | 
confident that you will carry with you the ſame di ſpoution for pro- 
noting the public welfare to your reſidence in the country, where 
your preſence will encourage the induſtry of the people, and where 
your example and your influence will be happily exerted in ctta- 
biiſſiiag general good order and obedience to the laws, 
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* Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, 

% am to thank you, in his Majeſty's name, for the liberal 
ſupplies which you have given for the public ſervice, and for the 
honourable ſupport of his Majeſty's government. They ſtall be 
faithfully applied to the purpoſes for which they were granted. 


My reliance upon your decided ſupport to the execution of the 


laws for the juſt collection of the public revenue, affords me the 
beſt-founded hope that the produce of the duties will not fall ſborg 
of their eſtimated amount. 


* My Lords and Gentlemen, 
The determined ſpirit with which you have marked your ab- 
horrence of all lawleſs diſorder and tumult, hath, I doubt not, al- 


ready made an uſeful impreſſion ; and the ſalutary laws enacted in 


this ſeſſion, and particularly the introduction of a ſyſtem of police, 
are honourable proofs of your wiſdom, your moderation and your 
prudence. 


His Majeſty beholds with the higheſt ſatisfaction the zeal and 


loyalty of his people of Ireland; and J have his Majeſty's expreſs 
commands to afſure you of the moſt cordial returns of his royal 
favour and parental affection, 

have the deepeſt ſenſe of every obligation to confirm my at- 
tachment to this kingdom, and it will be the conſtant object of my 
adminiſtration, and the warmeſt impulſe of my heart, to forward 


the ſucceſs of her intereſts, and to promote the proſperity of the 


empire.” 


And then the Lord Chancellor declared that it was his 
Grace the Lord Lieutenant's pleaſure that this parlia- 
ment be prorogued to Tueſday the 18th day of July 
next; and the parliament was accordingly prorogued to 
Tueſday the 18th day of July next, * | 


TO THE 
812TH GO WMS 


OF THE 
COMMONS DEBATES. 


A. 


Av DRESS of the Houſe, to his Majeſty, 19.—To the 
Lord Lieutenant, 26, 336, 437, 449- 


ALcocx, Mr. preſents a Petition] of George and William 
Penroſe, 36.—Preſents a Petition of the Mayor, Sheriffs, &c, 
of the City of Waterford, 43. 


Ax N ESI EV, Mr. defends the Condu of a noble Lord, 88.— 
Preſents a Bill for repairing, &c. the Road leading from Dub. 
lin to Malahide, 17 3.—His Speech on the Affairs of Mr, 
Brooke, 255.—His Speech reſpecting the Newry Canal, 401. 


Axs wa, the Lord Lieutenant's, to the Addreſs of the Houſe, 
27.—His Majeſty's, to the Addreſs of the Houſe, 78. 


ArTTorney General, (Right Honourable Joun FITZ I- 
BN) oppoſes Mr. Corry's Motion, 27.— His Speech in Anſwer 
to Mr, Corry, 33.—Preſents a Petition of the — So- 
ciety, 48.—Preſents a Bill for veſting in Truſtees the Eſtate of 
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Urs. Jane Bonnell, 76.— Moves that no private Bills be re- 
ceived after the firſt Week in March, 95. — His Speeches an 
Mr. Conolly's two Reſolutions, 120, 121, 123.—Contends 
for continuing the Duty on Newſpapers and Advertiſements, 
157, 159.—Supports the Poſt-Oftice Bill, 192, 194.—His 
Speeches on the Revenue Bill, 252, 257.—His Speech on the 
Bill for limiting the Amount of Penſions, 290.— Moves a 
' Clauſe to be inſerted in the Inland Fiſhery Bill, 321.—vSupports 
the Police Bill, 341, 377, 379, 394.— His Speech on the Bill 
for vetting in Truſtees the Eſtate of Mrs. Jane Bonnell, 35 3.— 
His Speech on the Petition of the Freeholders, &c. of the City 
cf Dublin, againſt the Police Bill, $65.—Animadverts on 2 
Bill to prevent the malicious Deſttuction of Bridges, 408.—!ls | 
for rejecting a Bill altered by the Lords, 409.—Oppoſes the ] 
Bill tor the Protection of the Perſons, Houſes, &c. of the 


Cletgy, 4433. 


B 


BzxesrorD, Right Honourable John, anſwers Mr. O'Hara, zo. 

— His Remarks in Detence of the Revenue Bill, 45, 62, 66, 254, 

256.—States ſome Matters reſpecting the Ballaſ.office, 67.— 

Moves for an Abſtract of the Accounts of the Ballaſt-office, 95. 

— His Speeches on Mr. Conolly's Reſolutions, 96.— States the 

Amount of the Duty on Tobacco, 152.—Is againſt including 

the Town of New Roſs in the Tobacco Bill, 200.,—Speeches 

in Support of the Totacco Trade Bill, 210, 211,—Preſents a 

Bill for promoting the Trade of Dublin, 212; his Speeches 

on the Pill, 218, 219, 228.— His Speeches on the Bill for li- 

miting the Amount of Fentions, 301, 311.—Moves an Addreſs 

to the Lord Lieutenant for a Sum of Money to be applied to- 

wards building a new Bridge over the River Liffey, 3 36.— His 

: | Speech on the Petition of the Freemen and Freeholders of the 

| City of Dublin, againſt the Police Bill, 365,—His Speech on 

the Bill for regulating the Tolls and Cuſtoms of the City of 

Dublin, 407. —tlis Speech on Mr, Corry's Motion relative to 
the Eaſt India Trade, 423, 429. 


ö 


Bol ron, Mr. preſents a Bill for promoting Partnerſhips in 
Ttade, 323. EIS 

Bovn, Mr. anſwers Mr. Kearney, 84.—Complains of the | 
Attorney General's Speech being miſrepreſenced, 363.—His 
Speech on the Police Bill, 371. | 


Buoquinns, Sir John, reminds the Houſe of an Order of laſt 
Sellion, 24,—Ublerves the indecent Behaviour of Perſons in 
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the Gallery, 39.—Preſents a Bill to prevent fradulently buying 
and ſelling Light Gold, 41. Moves for Leave to bring in a Bill Pas 
for conſolidating into one Law the ſeveral Statutes relative to 
the paving, lighting, &c. of the City of Dublin, 46.—Preſents 
the Bill, and explains it, 58.—Says it is improper to ſpeak 
upon Newſpaper Authority, 88.— His Speeches on the new 
Paving Bill, 208, 227.— His Speeches on the Portugal Trade, 
272.— His Speeches reſpecting the Alterations made by the 
Lords in the Bill for the Improvement of Dublin, and Preſents 
a new Bill, 401.— His Speech on the Bill for the Protection of 
the Perſons, Houſes, &c. of the Clergy, 433.—Supports a 
Clauſe in the Bill for the Improvement of the Inland Fiſheries, 
451.—ls for an Adjournment of the Houſe, 453. 


Brooke, Mr. His Speech on the two reſolutions moved by Mr, 
Conolly, 124.—His Speech on the Police Bill, 345. 


Brown b Honourable Dennis, oppoſes an Amendment in the = of 


Addreſs to his Majeſty, 20,—Reports from the 
pointed to draw up an Addreſs to the Lord Lie nt, 25.— 
Supports the Police Bill, 337. 


Browne, Mr. (of the College) is for receiving the Petition of the 
Merchants of Corke, 183.—Oppoſes the Committal of the Bill 
for veſting in Truſtees the Eſtate of Mrs. Jane Bonnell, 186. 


Bzaowniow, Mr. wiſhes an earlier Attendance of the Members 
could be enforced, 55.—His Speeches againſt a Clauſe in the 
Revenue Bill, 64, 65.—Speech on two Reſolutions moved by 
Mr. Conolly, 103.—Supports Mr. Forbes's Motion reſpeCting 
Penſions, 240.— Moves ſeveral Reſolutions, 263, 264.— His 
Speech on the Petition of the Freemen, &c. of the City of Dub- 
lin againſt the Police Lill, 368. 


Buxcn, Mr. (Accountant-General) His Speech on the Reſoluti- 
ons moved by Mr. Conolly, 102. 


Bu Ren, Mr. (of Oldtown) replies to the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, 74.—His Speech on the Portugal Trade, 271.— 
Supports the Bill for limitting the Amount of Penſions, 287, | 
289.—His Speech on the Bill for veſting in Truſtees the Eſtatè 
of Mrs. Jane Bonnell, 355.—His Speech on the Police Bill, 37 3. 


Bus ur, Mr. His Speech on Reſolutions moved by Mr. Corry, 
74.—Is in Favour of the Tax on Inſurance, 161.—Oppolys 
the Bill to limit the Amount of Penſions, 311, 


BILI, To fuſpend the Operation of an Att for regiſtering Free- 
holders, preſented, 27. 
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Bit, For puniſhing Perſons who ſhall attain Money or Coods 


under falſe Pretences, preſented, 30. 
To prevent the PraQice of fraudulently buying and ſelling 
Light Gold, preſented, 41. 
For making Promiſſhry Notes more obligatory, preſented,4t, 
For the Improvement of Landed Property, &c. preſent- 
ed, 42. 
For veſting the Eſtates of Mrs. Jane Bonnell in Truſtees, 


| ſented, 76. 
For E Preſervation of Game, preſented, o. 
For more eifeQually collecting public Money, preſent- 
1 
To 1 in extending Statutes, Judgments, and 
Recognizances, preſented, 94. 
For the Relief of Priſoners acquitted, preſented, 164. 
For building a Bridge over the River Lee, preſented, 173, 
For erecting Turnpikes on the Road leading from Dublin 
to Malahide, preſented, 173. 
Fot promoting the Trade of Dublin, preſented, 212. 
For puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, prefented, 242. 
To enable Biſhops, &c, to make Leaſes for Lives, pre- 
ſented, 223. 
For making the Town of Tullamore the Shire Town of 
the King's County, preſented, 223. 
To enable Henry Hamilton, Eſq; ts take upon him the 
Sirname of Cox, preſented, 223. 
For the Improvement of the principal Avenues leading to 
the City of Dublin, preſented, 229. 
For the Improvement of the Inland Fiſheries, pre- 
f ſented, 249. 
For the Encouragement of the Fiſheries, preſented, 249. 
For regulating the Stage in the City of Dublin, pre- 
ſented, 318. 
For building and repairing Bridewells, preſented, 323. 


For improving the Police of the City of Dublin, pre- 
: ſented, 326, : 


C 


CalDwerl, Mr. moves for Leave to bring in a Bill to make 
convenient Paſſages through the City of Dublin, 28,—His 


Speech on the Bill for paving, lighting, &c, the City of Dub- 
lin, 72. / ; 


Cuancelior or THe Excu4rqQuye, (Sir Joke rARNELL,S 
Bart.) His Speech on the Addreſ3 to his Majeſty, 15. Moves that 


a Supply be granted to his Majeſty, 30.—Anſwers Mr.Corry, zo, 
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40. Moves a Reſolution that no Money be granted, &c. 47,— 
ObjcRs to ſeveral Reſolutions moved by Mr. Corry, 73.—Lays 
the State of the Nation before a Committee of the whole Houſe, 
81,—His Speeches on the Reſolutions moved by Mr. Conolly, 
96, 97.—Inſfiſts on the Propriety of continuing the Duty on 
Newſpapers and Advertiſements, 155, 157,—Propoſes a Tax 
on Inſurance, 160,—Preſents ſeveral Bills, 162, 203.— His 
Speech on Mr. Forbes's Motion teſpecting Penſions, 239 — 
Preſents a Bill for the Encouragement of the Fiſheries, 249.— 
His Speech on the Bill to limit the Amount of Penſions, 312.— 
His Speech on the Portugal Trade, 320.—His Speech on the 
Bill for regiſtering Freeholders, 324.—Supports the Plan of 
appointing Inſpectors of the 'Tolls and Cuſtoms of the City of 
Dublin, 408.—His Speech on the Bill for encouraging Inland 
Navigations, 41 1.—Oppoſes Mr. Corry's Motion reſpecting the 
Eaſt India Trade, 418, 422. 


CHATTERTON, Mr. mentions an Iaſtance of counterfeiting 
Franks 193.—Preſents a Bill to enable Biſhops, &c. to make 
Leaſes for Lives, 223. 


Coore, Mr. anſwers Mr. Dunn, 35. 


ConoLLy, Mr. His Speech on the State of the Nation, 89.— 
Moves two Reſolutions, founded on 140,000l. being granted 
laſt Seſſion, 96.—Is againſt a Clauſe in the Poſt-office Bill, 139, 
193.—Speech in Favour of Mr. Forbes's Motion reſpecting 
Penſions, 246.—Oppoſes the Police Bill, 329, 344, 345s 398. 
— Wiſhes that two Perſons ſhuuld be appointed by the Houle 
to take the Debates, 393. 


Coxvncaam, Mr. ſupports the continuing a Duty on Herrings, 
175,——His Speech on the Portugal Trade, 272.— His Speech 
on the Police Bill, 330.— His Speech on India Affairs, 226. 


Cox, Mr. His Speech on the Addreſs to his Majeſty, 16.— 
Moves for ſeveral Accounts, 27, 46, 54.— Replies to the Attor- 
ney General, 28.— Speeches on the Motion for granting a Sup- 
ply, 30. Supports the Petition of the Inhabitants of Newry, 31. 
- Replies to Mr. Orde, 32, 83.— Replies to the Secretary of 
State, 40. - Moves ſeveral Reſolutions, 72.— His Reply to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, 7 3. — Speech in Support of Reſo- 
lutions moved by him, 74. — Moves that the proper Officer do 
lay before the Houſe ſeveral Eſtimates, 80.— His Remarks on 
the State of the Nation, 82.— Moves for an Account of Money 
paid into the Nationat Bank, 91.— His Speech in Support of 
the Reſolutions moved by Mr. Conolly, 1i10.—States a Part of 
a Petition of the Printers of Newlpapers, 132.—Speeches 
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againſt an additional Duty on Tobacco, 154, 210.—His 
Speeches againſt the Duty on Newſpapers and Advertiſe- 
ments, 154, 155, 156, t58.—Obferves on the Practice of 
charging foreign Letters, directed to Members, 295.— l lis 
Speeches on India Affairs, 258, 415, 428.— His Speeches on 
the Portugal Trade, 268, 320.— Supports the Bill for limiting 
the Amount of Penſions, 295, 207.—Oppoſes the Police Bill, 
328, 375, 376.— His Speech reſpecting the Newry Canal, 403. 


Csor rox, Sir Edward, preſents a Petition of the Freeholders of 
the County of Roſcommon, 41.—Preſents a Bill for the Relief 
of Priſoners acquitted, 164.— juſtiſies the Conduct of the Ro- 

man Catholics of the County Roſcommon, 213. Examines the 
Clerk of the Crown reſpecting the Fees of Perſons acquitted, 
334.—Oppoſes the Police Bill, 336, 335.— Wiſhes to introduce 
a Clauſe in the Bill for regiſtering Freeholders, 407. 


Curran, Mr. His Speeches on the Portugal Trade, 269, 270, 
—Supports Mr. Forbes's Bill for limiting the Amount of Pen- 
ſions, 281, 


D 


DaLy, Mr. Dennis, ſupports the Police Bill, 347, 371.—His 
Speech on the Affairs of Robert Brooke, Eſq; 361.— His 
Speech on the Bill for the Protection of the Peſons, Houſes, 
and Properties of the Clergy, 432.—Moves a Proviſo in che 
Bill for rendering Sub- conſtables more uſeful, 440. 


Day, Mr. His Speech on the Cork Petition againſt the Duty on 
foreign Herrings, 176. j 


Dzr. vin, Lord, preſents a Bill for amending ſeveral Laws re- 
lating to Turnpikes, 251. 


Dux, Mr. replies to Mr, Boyd, 84.— His Speech on the Portu- 
gal Trade, 274. 


F 


FitzcrRALD, Serjeant. His Speech againſt Mr. Forbes's Moti- 
on reſpecting Penſions, 247,—Oppoies the Bill for limiting 
the Amount of Penſions, 254. 


Froop, Mr. Warden, moves that the Town-Clerk of the Corpo- 
ration of the City of Dublin do attend the Houſe, 249.,—Exa- 
mines the Clerk of the Crown, 335. 
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Fr 00D, Sir Frederick, oppoſes the County of Dublin Turnpike 
Bill, 49, 205, 316.—His Speech in Favour of the Town of 
New-Roſs, 199,—ObjeQts to a Clauſe in the Bill for regiſtering 
Freeholders, 407.—His Speech on the Bill for the Protection of 
the Perſons, Houſes and Properties of the Clergy, 435. 


FL ood, (Mr.) oppoſes the Addreſs to his Majeſty, 13, 15, 21.— 
Replies to Mr, Trench in the Debate on the Addreſs, 25. 


Foanes, Mr. moves the Speaker ſhould require a bet- 
ter Attendance of the Members, 5 2.—His Reply to Lord Lut- 
trell, 53.—His Speech on the Diſturbances ſaid to be cauſed by 
Mr. O'Connor, 58,—Supports two Reſolutions moved by Mr. 
Conolly, 105.—Moves for Leave to bring in a Bill to prevent 
Perſons holding Penſions from fitting in the Houſe of Commons, 
198 ; preſents the Bill, 275.— His Speech reſpecting the Pen- 
fion Liſt, 236.— Moves that the preſent Application and 
Amount of Penſions are a Grievance, 232.— His Speeches on the 
Bill for limiting the Amount of Penſions, 281, 283, 313 — Op- 
poſes the Police Bill, 347.— Supports the Petition of the Free- 
men, &c. of the City of Dublin againſt the Police Bill, 366. 


Fos rz, Mr. J. Thomas, ſeconds the Motion for an Addreſs to 
bis Majeſty, 13. 


G 


GARDINEN, Mr. preſents a Petition of the Miniſter and Church- 
wardens of the Pariſh of St. Michael, Dublin, 36.— His Speech 
on a Bill for erecting Turnpikes, 39,—Preſents a Petition of 
the Inhabitants of the Barony of Donore, 163.—Moves for 
Leave to bring in a Bill for erecting Turnpikes in the County of 
Dublin, 205; preſents the Bill, 229.—His Speeches on the 
Bill for promoting the Trade of Dublin, 218 ; ſupports the 
Bill, 3 16.—Oppoſes the Bill for rendering Sub- conſtables more 
uſeful, 440, 442. | 


GRraTTaAN, Mr. His Speeches in Support of Mr. Conolly's two 
Reſolutions, 113, 121, 123.—His Speech on Mr. Forbes's Mo- 
tion reſpecting Penſions, 247.—Supports the Bill for limiting 
the Amount of Penſions, 303.—Oppoſes the Police Bill, 8 30s 


340, 349, 377, 379, 380, 384.—dupports the Petition of the 
Freemen, &c. of the City of Dublin againſt the Police Bill, 370. 


GREEN, Mr. ſupports the Police Bill, 328, 339. 


GriryiTH, Mr. moves for Leave to bring in a Bill for regulat- 
ing Gaols, 39.—Supports the Introduction of the Bill for the 
Improvement of landed Property, &c. 42. Objects to a Viction 


. \ 
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made by the Chancellor of the Exchequer, 48.— His Speeches 
on a Clauſe in the Revenue Bill, 66, 67.— Supports two Re- 
ſolutions moved by Mr, Conolly, 103. — His Speech on the 

Bill reſpecting the Fees of Perſons acquitted of Felony, 225.— 
His Speeches on India Affairs, 258, 419.—Oppoſes the Police 
Bill, 328.—Supponts the Petition of the Freemen, &c. of the 
City of Dublin, againſt the Police Bill, 372.— His Speech 
on Inland Navigations, 411. | 


H. 


HamiLTON, Mr. preſents a bill to enable Henry Hamilton, 
Eſq; to take upon him the name of Cox, 223. 


HamiLlToN, Mr. Sackville. His Speech on the Portugal Trade, 
292, 


Hardy, Mr. ſupports the two Reſolutions moved by Mr. Conol- 
ly, 9. — Supports Mr. Forbes's Motion reſpeding Penſions, 
242.—His Speech againſt the Police Bill, 384. 


HarxTLEY, Mr. preſents a Petition of the Miniſters and Church- 
wardens of the Pariſh of St. Nicholas, Dublin, 38.—Preſents 
a Petition of the Guild of Merchants of the City of Dublin, 
44.—His Speeches on the Ballaſt-ofice Buſineſs, 68, 69.— 
Preſents a Petition of the Corporation inſtituted for the Relief 
of the Poor, 50.—Enforces the Petition of the Term Grand 
Jury, 133,—His Speech on the Tax on Inſurances, 161.— 
is Speeches on the Police Bill, 327, 337. . 


HazTSTONGE, Sir Henry, is againſt a Clauſe in the Poſt- 
office Bill, 188.—Preſents' a Bill to prevent the malicious De- 
firuQion of Bridges, Mileſtones, &c. 3643.—Propoſes that the 


Debates ſhall be taken by a Perſon appointed by the Houſe, 393. 


Haves, Mr. moves an Amendment in the Bill for regiſtering 
Frecholders, 209 3 bis Speech on the Bill, 324.— His Speech 
on the new Paving Bill, 227 —Preſents a Bill for the Improve- 
ment of Inland Fiſheries, 249.— Reports from the Committee 
appointed to enquire into the State of the Buildings belonging 
to the Houſe of Commons, 438. | | 


Hzwir, Mr. His Motion relative to the Affairs of Mr. Brooke, 
255. 


Hol mes, Mr. moves for a Committee to enquire into the State 
of Gaols, 29,—Preſents a Bill for building and repairing Bride- 
wells, 523, | 
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Hu rcnhixsoN, Sir Francis, preſents a Bill for puniſhing Perſons 
who ſhall attain Money or Goods by falſe l'retences, 30.— His 
Speech againſt the Tax on Inſurances, 160.—Oppoſes the 
County of Dublin Turnpike Bill, 319,—His Speech on the 
Bill for veſting in Truſtees the Eſtate of Mrs. jane Bonnell, 
354-—His Speech on the Police Bill, 374. 


HuTcnyinson, Mr. Richard Hely, 198,—Preſents a bill for 
regulating the Stage in the City of Dublin, 318. 


I. 


o E ord, moves an Addreſs to his Majeſty in anſwer to 
5 enn wn the Throne, 12; reports from the Committee 
appointed to draw up the Addreſs to his Majeſty, 19. 


Jouxs rox, Sir Richard, His Speech teſpecting the Newry 
Canal, 402, 494+ 


K. 


Kearney, Mr. makes ſome Remarks on the poor Sale of Iriſh 
Eſtates, 84.—Propoſes the Town of Kinfale to be included in 
the Tobacco Bill, 211.—Is in Fayour of the Bill for limting 
the Amount of Penſions, 313. 


L. 


Laxckiske, Sir Hercules. His Speech on the Revenue Bill, 
65.—Preſents a Bill for the Preſervation of Game, 90.— His 
Speech on the Reſolutions moved by Mr. Conolly, 109.— 
Oppoſes Mr. Forbez's Motion reſpecting Penſions, 241.— His 
Speech on Mr. Forbes's Bill to limit the Amount of Penſions, 
275.—Supports the Police Bill, 395, 398.—Oppoles Mr. Cor- 
ry's Motion teſpecting the Eaſt India Trade, 427. 


LawLess, Sir Nicholas. His Speech againſt a Motion made by 

Mr. Corry, 92.—Approves of a Clauſe in the Poft-office Bill, 
193.—Supports the Police Bill, 340, 386.— His Speech on 
Mr. Brooke's Affairs, 360. "© 


LowncritLD, Mr. His Speech on the Duty on Herrings, 178. 
— His Speeches on the Portugal Trade, 216, 265, 266, 268. 


Loxp LieuTEexANT, his Speech from the Throne on opening 
the Seſſion, 1,—Gives the Royal Aſſent to ſeveral Bills, 331, 


364, 457. x 


Lrovp, Mr. preſents a Bill for making the Town of Tullamore 
the Shire Town of che King's County, 223, 
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UTTRELL, Lord, prefents a Petition of Ormſton and 
Company, 51.— Takes Notice of the Expence attending the 
paſſing of private Bills, 99,—Preſents a Petition of ſeveral 
Agents, 93.— Is in Favour of a Clauſe in the Poſt-office Bill, 
192.—Oppoſes the Turnpike Bill, 207.,—Oppoſes the Bill fot 
the Protection of the Perſons, Houſes, and Properties of the 
Clergy, 412, 413, 430, 432.—Oppoſes the Bill for rendering 
Sub-conſtables more uſeful, 440. f 1 | 


M. 


Mason, Mr. His Speech in Defence of a Clauſe in the Re- 
venue Bill, 65.— His Speech on the two Reſolutions . moved 
by Mr. Conolly, 103.—Reports from the Committee of Supply, 
120, 134.— Replies to Mr. Toler in the Debate on the Paving © 
Bill, 208.—Oppoſes Mr. Forbes's Motion reſpecting Penſions, 
245.—His Speech on Mr. Forbes's Bill to limit the Amount of 
Penſions, 280, 294.—His Speech on the Police Bill, 371.— 
Reports ſeveral Reſolutions reſpecting the Affairs of Robert 
Brooke, Eſq; 405.— His Speech on India Affairs, 426.—Sup- 
ports the Bill for the Protection of the Clergy, 435.— Reports 
ſeveral Reſolutions reſpecting Inland Navigations, 435. 


Me uss, Debate on a Motion made for requiring the better 
Attendance of, 52, 53,54. 5 "IN S 
MonTcomery, Mr. (of Cavan) His Speech on the Revenue 6 
Bill, 65. : : 
MoLynzux, Mr. His Speech on the Revenue Bill, 65. 
Moon x, Mr. ſupports the Police Bill, 339. 
MonTcomery, Mr. Alexander, 178. 


MenTcomery, Mr. (of Donegal,) His Speech on the Portugal 
Trade, 273.— His Speech on the Police Bill, 346.—Oppoſes 
the Bill for the Protection of the Perſons, Houſes, and Proper- 
ties of the Clergy, 412, 413, 43% | 


MonTcomtxy, Mr. (of Cavan) His Speech on the Portugal 
N, 
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NeviLLe, Mr. preſents a Petition of the Mayor, Bailiffs, &c. 
of the Town of Wexford, 37.—Moves for Leave to bring in a 
Bill for the Improvement of landed Property, &c. 423 ſup- 
ports the Bill, 43,—His Speech on the State of the Nation, 
1 the Necellity of preſerving the ManufaQtures at 
roſperous, 361. - 


NzwennAam, Sir Edward. His Speech on the Reſolutions re- 
ſpecting the 140, oool. granted laſt Seſſion, 101.—Moves that 
the Petition of the Landholders of the Barony of Coolock may 
be received, 214.— Oppoſes the Bill for erecting Turnpikes on 
the Road from Dublin to Malahide, 233.—Oppoſes Mr. Gar- 
diner's Bill for erecting Turnpikes in the County of Dublin, 
317.—Oppoſes, the Police Bill, 326,—Supports the Petition 
of the Freemen, &c. of the City of Dublin, againſt the Police 
Bill, 369.—Supports the Petition of the Freeholderz of the 
County of Dublin, 389. 


0. 
5 


O*Br1en, Sir Lucius, is for receiving the Petition of the Mer- 
chants of Corke, 183.—His Speeches on the Portugal Trade, 
318, 319, 320. 


Ocrte, Right Honourable George, takes Notice of the Diſtur- 
bances cauſed by Mr. O'Connor, 85, 875,—Oppoſes the Coun- 
ty of Dublin Turnpike Bill, 4 215.— Supports the Bill for 
the Protection of the Perſons, Houſes, and Properties of the 


Clergy, 435. 


O'Hara, Mr. objects to that Part of the Addreſs to his Majeſty 

which relates to the Lord Lieutenant's public Conduct, 19.— 
Preſents a Bill to ſuſpend the Operation of an Act for regiſtering 
Freeholders, 2y ; ſupports the Bill, 209,—Moves for an Ac- 
count of the Money expended in building the New Cuſtom- 
houſe, 30.—His Speech on a Clauſe in the Revenue Bill, 65. 
— Wiſhes to have an accurate Chart of all the Lands in Ireland 
made, ſo as to point out the Lands where there are Mines, 
Minerals, &c. 94 


O' Nei, Mr. Charles, objects to the Introduction of the Bill 

for the Improvement of landed Property, &c. 42.—Complains 
of his Speech being miſrepreſented, 50. —His Speech on the 
Bill for paving, lighting, &c. the City of Dublin, 72.— Pre- 
ſents a Bill to prevent Delays in extending Statutes, Judgments, 
and Recognizances, 94.—His Speech on the Affairs of Mr. 
Brooke, 255. p92 CR: 
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Ondr, Rt. Hon. Thomas. Bis Speech on the Addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty, 14.—Informs the Houſe when the Lord Lieutenant will re- 
ceive the Addreſs, 27.— Anſwets Mr. Corry, 32.—His Speech 
on the Diſturbances cauſed by Mr. O'Connor, 86.— His Speech 
_ againſt a Motion made by Mr. Corry, 92.— His Speech on the 
Cork Petition againſt the Duty on foreign Herrings, 177.— His 
Reply to Mr. Longfield, 178.— His Speeches on the Affairs of 
Robert Brooke, Eſq; 214, 224, 225, 359.—Oppoſes Mr. 
Longheld's Motion for an Addreſs to his Majeſty on the Portu- 
gal Trade, 267.— His Speech on the Bill for limiting the 
Amount of Penſions, 314.—Supports the Police Bill, 327, 
340, 382.— His Speech on the Bill for encouraging Inland Na- 
vigations, 410.— His Speech on the Bill for the Protection of 
the, Perſons, Houſes, and Propetries of the Clergy, 443.— 
Moves Reſolutions for promoting public Schools, 447, 448.— 
Anſwers Mr, Corry on the Portugal Buſineſs, 449. 


P, 


Pery, Mr. is introduced and ſworn, 76.—Oppoſes a Clauſe: in 
the Bill for the Improvement of Inland Fiſheries, 450, 451. 


| PeTtiT10N, of the Governors of the Foundling Hoſpital, 28. 


Of the Inhabitants ofthe Town of att, againſt the 
Bill for effectuating a Commercial Intercourſe be- 
tween Great Britain and Ireland, 29, 

Of the Inhabitants of Newry, 31. 

Of George and William Penrofe, 36. 

Of the Miniſter and Church-wardens of the Pariſh of 
St, Michael, Dublin, 36. 1 

Of the Mayor, Bailiffs, &c, of the Town of Wex- 
ford, 37. 

Of the ade of che County of Roſcommon, 41. 

Of the Miniſter and Inhabitants of the Town of Fore 
tarlington, 42. 

Of the Mayor, Sheriffs, and Citizens of the City of 
Waterford, 43. 

Of the Guild of Merchants of the City of Dublin, 44. 

Of the Incorporated Society, 48. 

Of Ormſton and Company, 5. 

Of the Dublin Society, 52. 

Of the Repreſentatives of Mrs. Jane Bonnell, 55. 

Of Mrs. Elizabeth Molloy, 57. 

Of Paul Le Bas, 5%. 

Of Henry Smith, 69. 

Of Henry Gore, 69. 

Of John Wetherall, 69, 

Of John Smart, 69, 


PeT1T1on, Of John Swan, 70. 
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Of the 8 inſtituted for the Relief of the 
Poor, 70. 

Of the Inhabitants of the county of Donegal, 71. 

Of John Tydd, 71. 

Of James and Abraham Bradley King, 75. 

Of Robert Neſbitt and Company, 75. 

Of Thomas, Patrick, and Andrew Reilly, 76. 

Of James Mc.Cowan and Henry Holmes, 77. 

Of William Vertle, 78, 

Of the Dublin Inſurance Companies, offered to be 
Preſented by Mr. Hartley, 90; and withdrawn, 91. 

Of ſeveral Agents, 93. 

Of Robcrt Brooke, 129. 

Of George Rowe, 131. 

Of the Term Grand Jury of the County of the City 
of Dublin, 132. 

Of the Inhabitants of the Barony of Donore, 163. 

Of the Gentry and principal Inhabitants of the Town 
of Roſcrea, 264. 

Of the Tanners ot the Town of Belfaſt, 179. 

Of the Corporation of Tanners of the City of Dub- 
lin, 180. 

Of the Preſident and Aſſiſtants of the Corporation for 
the Relief of the Poor, 181. 

Of the Tanners of the Town of Wexford, 182. 

Of the Sovereign, Merchants, &c.-of the Town of 
New Rols, 192. 

Of the Farmers of the County of Kildare, 195. 

Of William Wadſworth, of Celbridge, 196. 

Of the Corporation of Tanners of the Town of Drog- 
heda, 197. 

Of Lord Sudley and others, 204. 

Of the exporting Merchants of the City of Water- 
ford, 204. 

Of the Frecholders and Inhabitants of the King's 
County, 208, 

Of the Inhabitants of the Quays of each fide the 
River Liffey, 212. 

Of ſeveral Farmers and Landholders in the Barony of 
Coolock, 214. 

Of — Compan y of Undertakers of the Grand Canal, 


Of the Maſier Coopers of the City of Waterford, 219. 

Of the Silk Manufacturers of the City of Dublin, 217. 

Of the Corporation of Tanners of the Town of Car- 
rickfergus, 219. 

Of the Frecholders of the County of Dublin, 220. 


da 
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PETITION, of the Grand Jury of the County of Dublin, 221, 

Of Henry Wood of Mill-ſtreet, 221. 

Of the Merchants and Traders of the City of Cork, 
222. 

Of the Landholders of the County of Dublin, 229. 

Of the Freeholders of the County of Dublin, 230. 

Of tae Tanners of Kinſale, 231. 

Of the Merchants and Traders of the Town of Gal- 
way, 247. 


Of the Chamber of Commerce of the City of Dublin, 
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Of the. Inhabitants of the County of Wexford, 251, 
Of the Tanners of the County of Fermanagh, 259. 
Of the Merchants and Traders engaged in the Fiſhe- 
Ties on the Coaſt of Donegal, 265. 
Of the Freeholders of the County of Armagh, 314. 
Of the Royal Iriſh Academy of Sciences, 363. 
Of the Freemen and Freeholders of the City of Dub- 
lin, 364 is rejected, 389. 
Of the Freeholders of the County of Dublin, 388, 
Of the Freeholders of the County of Antrim, 389. 
Of William Smith, 437. 
Of the Merchants and other lohabitants of the Town 
of Newry, 454. 
Of the Local Commiſſioners of the Newry Canal, 456. 


PaxsoXxBry, Mr. George · His Speeches on the Bill for limiting 
the Amount of Penſions, 286, 28g. 


P&INTER, of the Volunteer's Journal, attends the Houſe, and 
is reprimanded, 362. 


Of the Dublin Journal, attends the Houſe, and is 
reprimanded, 362, 


Of the Hibernian Journal, attends the Houſe, and 1s 
diſcharged ru Reproof, 393. 


* 


. 


RL Sir Boyle, oppoſes the Bill 10 limiting the Amount of 

Penſions, 280.—Oppoſes the County of Dublin Turnpike Bill, 
316.—His Speeches in ſupport of the Police Bill, 442. — Moves 
a Clauſe to be inſerted in the Police Bill, 391. 


Ross, Colonel, His Speech on the Subject of che "my Canal, 
404. 


RO VAL Ass EN r given to ſeveral Bills, 331, 364, 457. 
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SECRETARY OP STATE, (Right Honourable Joun Hery 
HuTcnuinsox) approves of the Tax on Inſurances, 161. 
— Preſents a Bill for building a Bridge over the River Lee, 
173.—13 againſt continuing the Duty on Herrings, 173.— His 
Speech on the Bill reſpecting the Fees of Perſons acquitted of 
Felony, 226.—His Speech on the Petition of the Freemen, &c. 
of the City of Dublin, againſt the Police Bill, 37 3.—Oppoſes 
a Clauſe moved by Sir Boyle Roche to be inſerted in the Police 
Bill, 392.—Calls the Attention of the Houſe to the Oppreſlions 
under which the Proteſtant Clergy labour, 400.—Preſents a 
Bill for the Protection of the Perſons, Houſes, and Properties 
of the Clergy, 409; ſupports the Bill, 413, 430, 444- 
— Wiſhes to take the Opinion of the Houſe reſpecting the Peti- 
tion of the Merchants of Cork, 182, 183.—His Speech on the 
Police Bill, 345.—Contends that a Motion made by him for an 
Adjournment, 1s conſtitutional and proper, 455. 


SHERIDAN, Mr. preſents a Bill for puniſhing Mutiny and De- 
ſertion, 212. 


SMITH, Mr. Michael, ſupports the Bill for limiting the Amount 
of Penſions, 292.— His Speeches on the Police Bill, 352, 371. 


SoLIciToR GENERAL, informs the Houſe that Government 
had not been inattentive to the Outrages committed by Mr. 
O'Connor, 86,—Preſents a bill for improving the Police of the 
City of Dublin, 326; ſupports the Bill, 328, 378, 380.— 
His Speech on the Petition of the Freemen, &c. of the City of 
Dublin againſt the Police Bill, 369. 


SPEAKER, The, explains the Orders of the Houſe, 35.— ! lis 
Speech on preſenting the Money Bills for the Royal Aſſent, 333. 
— Complains of his Speech having been miſrepreſented, 357.— 
Acquaints the Houſe that the Lords have made Alterations in a 
Money Bill, 409. 


SreEECH, of the Lord Lieutenant on the Commencement of the 
Seſſion, 1. 


STEWART, Mr. His Speech on a Clauſe in the Revenue Bill, 
45, 62, 252.— His Speech reſpecting the Newry Canal, 402, 
404. | 


SWAN, Mr. 158, 


SUPPLY, Reſolutions of the Committee of, 124, 


| 
| 
' 


T. 


Torx, Mr. Serjeant, ſupports the Bill for the Improvement 
of landed Property, 43.—Oppoſes the new Paving Bill, 205. 
Eis Speeches on the Portugal Trade, 269.—Supports the 
Police Bill, 329. | 
Tzzncn, Mr. ſupports the Addreſs to his Majeſty, 24.—Re- 
plies to Mr. Flood in the Debate on the Addrets, 25.—Ap. 
lauds the temperate Conduct of Government, 57,—His Speech 

in Favour of a Clauſe in the Poſt-office Bill, 189, 


W. 


WarnuRToON, Mr. preſents a Petition of the Miniſter and Inha- 
bitants of the Town of Portarlington, 42. 


Warren, Alderman, preſents a Bill for more effeQually col- 
lecting public Money, 94.—Speech in the Dehate on the new 
Paving Bill, 208.—Moves that the Committee on the Bill for 
improving the Harbour of Dublin may report Progreſs, 215. 
—Oppoles the County of Dublin Turnpike Bill, 316,—His 
Speech on the Police Bill, 376. | 


Wars Ax D Means, Report of the Committee of, 134, 164. 


Worre, Mr. John, preſents a Petition of Robert Brooke, 129. 

Is againſt a Clauſe in the Poſt-oftice Bill, 188, 192,—Calls 

for the Report of the Committee on the Petition of Robert 
Brooke, Eſq; 213z his Speeches on Mr. Brooke's Affairs, 
214, 224, 358, 360.—Speeches on a Clauſe in the Revenue 
Bill, 255.—Preſents a Bill for regulating the Tolls and Cuſ- 
toms of the City of Dublin, 364.—Preſents a Bill for provid- 
ing for the Settlement of a Number of induſtrious Manufactur- 
ers at Proſperous, 406.—Oppoles the Bill for rendering Sub- 
conſtables more uſeful, 441. | 


WorLre, Mr. Arthur, ſupports the Bill for the Protection of the 
Perſons, Houſes, and Properties of the Clergy, 433. 
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T7 THE Publiſhers return their moſt humble 
and-grateful Thanks to thoſe Gentlemen who have 
favoured them with Commands, and earneſtly ſo- 
licit a Continuance of ſuch Favours; by which, 
with their own Induftry and Attention, and a De- 

mination to _ no Expence in obtaining and 

ebates, they hope to be able to 
continue to give an impartial and pleaſing Hiſtory 
of the ProceeDiNGs of the IR15H PARLIAMENT. 


Commands will be received with Gratitude, and 
punctually attended to, by either of the Publiſhers; 
where Gentlemen may 4 their Speeches before 
they are put to Preſs, and make ſuch Corrections 
28 may be tound neceſſary. 


